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A MONTHLY 

ILLUSTRATED JOURNAL. 

VOL. 4, No- I. 

YOKOHAMA, JAPAN ; JULY 1 st, 1873 . 


To our Subscribers. 



?HE “FAR EAST' enters this day on the fourth year of its existence: 
and the proprietor has to return thanks for all the kindness 
he haa received at the hands of the public during the whole 
of ita career. 


So far as it depended upon himself its improvement has been his con¬ 
stant aim; but since February last he haa been much inconvenienced by the 
loaa of his principal artist, who, being an Austrian, accepted an offered 
appointment in connection with the Japanese commission to the Vienna 
Exhibition; and those on whom the pictorial work devolved on his de¬ 
parture did not prove quite equal to the task. 

It is for this reason that the interval of a month has been availed of 
between the publication of the last number of the year ending 31st May, 
and the first number of the new volume. Under any circumstances it wa* 
an awkward division of the hslf-yearly volumes—which will be rectified to 
the more natural terms of the December and June, in place of May and 
November; and the delay haB given an opportunity for the completion of 
a most interesting series of pictures, which will illustrate the industries of 
Japan, by groups taken from nature, and add tenfold to the interest of the 
periodical. 
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From this period, too, a change will be made in the manner of publish¬ 
ing the Far Enel. It was originally designed simply as a kind of fortnightly 
illustrated paper. The projector, proprietor and editor never thought it 
would be more than an ephemeral production, certainly not without interest 
to distant friends, but by no means likely to be carefully bound and pre¬ 
served as he is proud to find it has been by many. It is a very gratifying 
fact to him, that he rarely has a new subscriber, who does not ask for the 
numbers from the beginning; and the first volume, now entirely out of print, 
has commanded a very considerable premium. 

Under these circumstances, it i« now his intention to improve the style 
of the printing and so far as possible of the entire work, (t will still re’ain 
the name under which it h is obtained its popularity, but it will be published 
once a month instead of fortnightly, ani though it will still contain so much 
of a record of passing events in Japan, as to tell home readers as much as 
most of them care to know of our general doings, it will partake somewhat 
more of the magazine character. 

Hitherto the editor has received hardly any assistance of a literary 
character; principally because the profits arising from the sale were not, 
until recently, sufficient to allow of a proper honoiaritun being offered to 
competent contributors. In future this fault will be remedied; and those 
who assist the editor in the production of the Far Fast, either pictorially or 
with their writings, will receive an acknowledg cent in a more solid shape 
than mere thanks. The editor hopes that this announcement may be the 
means of inducing many who have sterling information respecting the Empire 
of Japan, and the ability to impart it, to rally round his modest brochure, and 
so enable him at length to make it all he aims at;—a thoroughly entertaining 
and reliable medium for the dissemination of facts, historical or otherwise, 
connected with this interesting country. 

The history of Taico Sama, as given in our third volume, was from 
translations made by two young Japanese gentlemen, who selected their own 
subject, borrowed the book in tho original from a circulating library (of 
which there are many in Yedo), and worked away like heroes. The first 
sheets they brought the editor were so well done that very few alterations 
had to be made. After that, however, they were by no means so perfect, 
and the transcribing their “ copy" for the printers, was like retranslating 
the work, and oftentimes exceedingly difficult. But that effort of theirs gave 
them such an impetus in the acquirement of the English language, that one 
has obtaine-1 a good berth under tho government, and the other has been 
employed in a quarter quite as likely to lead to his permanent advance in 
life. Both are of gentle birth; — and one a page of Keiki, the last Tycoon,' 
who used as a boy to play in the gardens of Keiki's predecessor, Iyemochi. 

There are now three young gentlemen engaged permanently — i.s. so 
long as they please to work, — on such translations. One has chosen the 
subject which forms the first article in the present number — “ The Genealogy 
of the Emperors.” Another is engaged upon what Mr. Mitford so aptly 
terms " Tales of old Japan.” He has brought some, but they are full of 
blood and thunder without relief. He is therefore looking out for some of 
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a more gentle character; and probably in our August number we shall be 
enabled to preaent. Rome of his efforts. The third is more ambitious than the 
others, and is engaged upon “A history of the Tokugawa dynasty.” Of course 
this commences where “ Taico Rama” left off, as lyeyas was the successor 
of Taico. We confess that on this particular history we are building great 
hopes; and anticipate a vast amount of information respecting the internal 
history of the empire during the period when it was all but terra incognita. 
True it is that we cannot hope to get anything as entertaining as the histories 
of Kaempffer, Thunberg. Klaproth and Yan Siebold, but we may have more 
of the national life pourtrayed, and learn to judge of the events just passed, 
by those which have been leading up to them for generations. 

But after all, these are only translations; and that, too, not of works 
primarily selected for their intrinsic value or for the information they are 
known to contain — for when they come in, it is quite possible that they 
may not be found suitable for general readers, and thus prove disappointing 
and altogether useless. On the other hand those amongst the foreign com* 
rounity whose tastes lead them to wander in the pleasant fields of literature, 
will know better what subjects are most instructive, interesting or important. 
And we trust that this our fourth volume may be enriched by many 
contributions from the friends around us. 

We do not of course undertake to publish everything that we receive — 
nor anything unconditionally. We reserve »o ourselves the right to accept or 
reject articles and papers. But it will be our endeavour to do the best we 
can both for contributors and for the public. 

Yet one word more respecting the form of our periodical. It is to 
come out monthly instead of fortnightly; but it will be observed that it 
contains much more than two fortnightly numbers, in reading matter, and 
pictures of a far more interesting character than we have ever before been 
able to Becure. In addition to this the pictures will be given on leaves with¬ 
out any printing matter on them, so that they will not be injured by the 
letter-press. Each number will come out in its own cover, and form a neat 
and appropriate ornament for the drawing room table; and the whole, when 
bound, will be worthy of an honoured place on the bookshelves. 

Encouraged by the past, and by the fact that we have already in possession 
photographs of “groups of the people” from life, sufficient for our work 
for the next three years — we go U) our task with renewed zeal; certain ihat 
the past will be as nothing compared with the future of our enterprise, and 
looking on the acquaintance of the last three years, as the fast friends of 
years to come. 
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KOTOMOXL 

GKKRALOOY OF THK EMPBB0K8. 
Cblaptxr 1. 

Tax Rxcoxd op Crxatios. 

« T is written in the holy books of 
8hioto, " In the beginning the world 
hnd no form, bat wee like onto an 
egg. The dear portion (the white) 
became heaven, and the heavy por¬ 
tion (the yolk) became earth. First heaven 
was created, and then earth was oondenaed ; 
when something like a reed appeared which 
soon changed into a god. He was named 
Kunitokotachi-no-Mikoto.” 

After him there were two gods named' 
Kunisadzuchi and Toyokumnu. These three 
gods are three generations appearing one 
after another in this order. 

After them, gods of both soxee appeared 
four in number, and these seven gods are 
called “ The Qoda of Heaven.” From them 
sprung five gods, who are called “ The Five 
Gods of Earth.” The first of these is called 
Tenehio Daijin, because her body was so 
bright that she ascended to Heaven and be¬ 
came the 8nn. 

8ucb are the gods who are the ancestors of 
Mikado Jinmu — who is the beginning of 
the human imperial line. 


Cbsptsk 2. 

The Emperors. 

Jinmu Tsnno, the first Emperor of Jspan, 
is believed to be the son of god (Tenehio Dai¬ 
jin). He at first exercised his power only 
over Hiuga, (the south-east portion of the 
Island of Kiuaiu), and was a brave and vir¬ 
tuous mao. (The name Jinmu means the 
Spirit of armed force). In his days the coun¬ 
try was overrun with robbers and utterly law¬ 
less people; and having formed the reeolution 
to bring the island of Kiusiu into order, he 
accomplished this so successfully, ss to induce 
him to try to tranquilise the whole country. 
He therefore crossed over to Aki (the adjoin¬ 
ing province to Chosiu), and by vigorous 
measures subdued nearly all the country, 


and brought it under his sway. Hs then 
took up his residence at Kashi wabarra, in 
Yamato, and mads this the principal seat of 
government; and from his days downwards 
to the present, the metropolis has continued 
to be in this province. On aesuming the 
reins of power, under the title of Tenshi, he 
changed the name of the year to Kuwannin, 
and the Emprees received the title of K6g6 
which is retained to this day. 

He was suooeeded by his son Kannonu- 
kawa Minimi-no- Mik ntn The only event of 
importance in his personal history was the 
attempt made by his brother to murder him, 
and seize his power, hut his treachery was 
discovered, and he was punished for his crime. 

The history of the next seven emperors is 
totally unimportant; and few reoords are left 
of them. 

The tenth Emperor was Seijin Tenno, dur¬ 
ing whose reign the oountry was is great 
tribulation. First a terrible peetilenoe broke 
out, and dreadful mortality ensued; and 
secondly, the whole oountry was overrun by 
outlaws. The Emperor saw in thseo cala¬ 
mities the judgment of the gods; and to 
appease then anger, he went to Kamaaaji- 
gaharu propitiate them, and built temples 
everywhere. The consequence was, a strong 
wind which swept away the pestilence; and 
his arms soon put down the robbers. He 
divided the Empire into four quarters and 
sent soldiers to each. • They forced all their 
enemies to surrender, and scattered them in 
all directions. 

The disease having been eradicated, a curi¬ 
ous circumstance is related. In the winter of 
this year the aunt of the Emperor died. She 
was tho wife of a god, call ed Omonomiahi. 
This god only came to her after dark, and 
one day she said to him, •* I have never yet 
seen your face. Stop with me to-morrow, 
and let me have that happiness.” Hs grant¬ 
ed her. Request; but to her amazement she 
beheld a beautiful little snake. On her cry¬ 
ing out, the snake changed into a young 
man, and said, "now I can never eee you 
again,” and he retired to.an adjaoent moun¬ 
tain. When she was left alone she committed 
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nioid*, and perished miserably; ud her tomb 
is called Haahidmka to this day. (Haahi is 
the native wcM for what foreigner* call 
4 chop-sticks ’—the two sticks whioh Japanese 
use in lien of knives and forks at their meal#. 
It is said that she killed herself by running 
one of these into her throat). 

Seijin Tenno was the first Emperor who 
encouraged his subjects to build junks. 

The eleventh Emperor was Suinin Tenno. 
On his ascending the throne, he took for his 
wife Sahohiui; but her brother, a man of 
great ambition raised a revolt against him 
whioh fortunately was unsuccessful, and its 
author was killed in battle. This reign is re¬ 
markable as being the first in which 
wrestlers became establiahsd as an institu¬ 
tion. In a great match between Kugehaya 
and 8ukun6, the latter not only oonquerod 
but killed his opponent; and his prowess was 
so appreciated by the Emperor, that he gave 
him a large territory. 

The eon of this Eifiperor wae dumb up to 
the age of thirty. His father grie^d very 
much over this, and rejoiced greatly when an 
accident discovered that the young man had 
the power of speech given to him. A cuckoo 
flew into the young prince's preesooe ; when 
he excitedly exclaimed “ What is that bird P’ 
The bird was caught, and from the time he 
had it, the prince exp r essed himself quite 
naturally. 

It was at this time a custom of ths country, 
that when a great man died, one of his living 
servants should be buried in the same grave 
with him. The Mikado’i uncle, Yamato 
Hiko no-Mikoto, died at this time; and his 
favourite attendant was buried according to 
the solemn usage. But he was very long in 
dying, and the Emperor in passing heard 
his moans. His attention being thus called 
to the matter, hs ordered that the oustom 
should oeaae, and from that day it has been 
discontinued. But although he was so far 
enlightened as to do away with this folly, it 
oould not be altogether eradicated by a word. 
He had sent one of his faithful couriers 
abroad on some business, who on his return 
found his master dead, and the Emperor 
Keiko reig nin g in his stead. Not having 


been at hand to be buri-d with him, the 
faithful servant went to he 'master’s grave 
and committed suicide in front of it. 

Keiko Tenno was monk annoyed by the 
numerous bands of banditti who abounded in 
the Empire throughout iU length and breadth. 
Hs had a brave prince, however, at his right 
band, Yams to-Dak 6, who proved himself 
equal to the work of subduing them. Yamato 
may bs said to be ths earliest of Japanese 
heroes. The Emperor gave him a sword oalled 
in history Murakumo (the black-dark cloud). 
On reoeiving it Yamato went to the Eastern 
states, and on arriving at Tturuga, its rebels 
tried to burn him to death, by setting fire to 
the plain. But drawing his sword, hs 
cleared the ground around him so that he waa 
uninjured, and the wind changing the rebels 
were themselves overtaken by the flames. 
He then rushed upon them and scattered 
them like leaves. Ths sword was thencefor¬ 
ward oalled Kusanagi (the grass-mower). 
He then advanoed toward Kadrusa (the coun¬ 
try oppoaito to Yedo across the gulf). In cross¬ 
ing in a large boat the weather became very 
tempestuous, and ths boat was in danger. 
His wife, who was on board, thought this 
was by reason of the anger of the dragon 
god, and she determined to offer her life to 
appeaae his wrath, and save her husband and 
thoee with him. She jumped into the angry 
waves and was drowned; and not tong after 
the storm abated, and the prinoe arrived 
safely at his dsstination. After thoroughly 
subduing the robber horde*, he entered the 
province Shinanc (Shinohiu), and ascending 
the mount Ueai, looked over the Eastern 
states. The remembrance of his wife ooming 
over him, he sighed repeatedly and said. 
“ Agatsuma ”—(alas, my wife), and from that 
time the name Adcuma has been given to 
that portion of the country whioh skirts the 
Gulf of Yedo. 

He had no sooner vanquished ths rebels 
of Shinano than he was called to Owari; and 
had to put down similar hordes ia Omi. It 
is told that when hs invaded Ifuki mountain 
a god of the hill ohanged himself into a 
long snake and lay down in ths road to check 
his advance, Nothing dsunteii the brave 
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prince peseed over the body of the reptile; | 
bat Us poieoaone breath produced a greet 
sickness, from which he .died at Nobono ol 
let in hie 50th year. 

The Emperor Keiko grieved for him Tory 
much ; and frequently talked of him with 
much feeling. He made a progr e ss to see 
the provinces Tomato had conquered, and 
built himself a palace in let. He returned, 
however, to hie capital of Makimaka before 
long, end died in the palace of Take-anawa. 

His su c cess err, the 13th Emperor, wee Sbo- 
ma Tenno, and after him oame Chiaai Teono, 
eon of Yarns to Dak6. Hie reign forms on 
epoch in the annals of Japan, insomuch as it 
wee he who planned the first invasion of 
Oorea. He hod gone to Etchixen and Negate, 
and woe resolved at the head of hie army to 
punish the rebels of Kumoeo. As hs ad¬ 
vanced, a god met him and advised him to 
turn his attention to the West. “ There is 
there a very rioh land, of which yon may 
easily take possession.’' Ha did not at oaoe 
follow the adrica, bnt stayed to panish the 
rebels; and therefore he woe smitten with a 
disease and died. Hie widow the Empress 
Jingo KftgA, saooeeded him; and appealed 
to the god whether, as her husband bed been 
slain for his disobedience, it was. hit desire 
that she should punish tho rebels of her own 
land, or go to Corea first. He told her to 
destroy the robbers first and then go to' 
Corea. In obedianoa to this oommand ehe 
placed herself at the head of her army and 
having forced her enemies to submit to her 
government, ehe set forth for Corea, which 
ehe subjugated without fighting a single 
battle; forcing it to pay on annual tributa. 
Returning in triumph, oho arrived at Teuku- 
thi, where ehe bore a prince who was named 
Ojin. 

The book from which the foregoing is taken 
strangely enough mentions not one caroam- 
stano« os worthy of record in this Emperor’s 
reign; yet he succeeded hie mother, under the 
title of Ojin Tenno; and at hie death wee 
deified aa Hatrhimsn—the god of war. Ha 
woe famous for all aorta of manly exercises 
and few of his subjects could equal him 
either in horsemanship or in arch ary. Dur¬ 


ing hie reign too, OAuin introduced the uaa 
of the Chinese character in writing. OAuin 
is believed to have been of imperial deeoant, 
hie ancestors having been of the Han dynasty 
in China; but ha is said to have arrived in 
Japan from Corea. 

The temple at Kamakura moat visited by 
foreigner* in their excursions from Yoko¬ 
hama, is dedicated to HntoU—a, and all 
over the country are temples large or small 
bearing hie name. 

In a mare genealogical tahle, it is perhaps 
not to be expected that any extensive details 
of ths occurrences of each reign should be 
given; but considering the incidents that 
have bean related of soma of the othor em¬ 
perors, it does seem strange that one eo re¬ 
markable should have been passed without 
any remark whatever. 

After the death of Ojin Tenno, there eras a 
oonteat between his two sons Wakaroko and 
Nintoku, which should suooeed. But the eon- 
teat was of a very different character to those 
usually leoorded on such occasions. The 
desire of the elder brother Nintoku was that 
Wakaroko should reign; but ha hesitated, 
declaring that he was not the rightful heir, 
end would not deprive his brother of the 
honours which were hie due. The conse¬ 
quence wee that, both holding book, each in 
favour of the other, there was literally an 
interregnum of three yean; when, rothto than 
oooupy his brother’s seat, Wakaroko com¬ 
mitted suicide, and thus Nintoku woe obliged 
to undertake the imperial duties. He proved 
a moat ex cell ant end benevolent ruler. In 
spite of hie virtoq, however, rebellion woe 
rife, end he hod to pat it down with arms in 
hand. To Tsminhi, one of his generals, the 
task was allotted. Ha was killed end his 
army fled. But his soul changed into a huge 
■take, and hit the enemy so that they died in 
number*. 

It is written that about this time, a mon s ter 
appeared in Hide, who had two heads, four 
hands and four feet. He acted against the 
Emperor’s orders, and had to be, and was, 
punished for his crime. 

This Emperor reoeived about this time, a 
present of a chrysanthemum from China, and 
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from that period this flower has been adopted 
aa the Imperial mong or ooat of arms. This 
most excellent Emperor died at Naniwa. 

The principal event of the reign of hie suo- 
ceeeor, the 18th Emperor, Richiu Tenno, was 
hie promulgation of an order to eend proper 
officers into all {irovincee of the Empire, to 
oollect the national records. 

Haneho Tenno followed, and aftor him 
came Ingiyo Tenno. Falling aide of a lin¬ 
gering disease, he sent to Shinra and Corea 
for a physician; and one haring been found, 
prescribed successfully for him, «nd intro¬ 
duced a better system of medical practioe 
into the country. The Emperor loaded him 
with presents and he romained in the land. 
The Empress of Ingiyo was a most lovely 
woman. It is said that her body glistened 
through her garments; and she is worship¬ 
ped as the goddess of song. Ingiyo died in 
the forty seoond year of his reign ; and was 
•ucoeeded by Anko Tenno. Nothing oredita- 
ble is told of this prince. His first act was a 
murder, and nothing else is mentioned by the 
genealogist. 

Yuriaki Tenno succeeded. As he was hunt¬ 
ing one day a wild boar oharged one of his 
attendants. The man in his fright retreated 
before the furious brute, and to save himself 
swarmed up a tree. The boar then turn¬ 
ed upon the Emperor who with wonderful 
strength seised the animal and kicked it to 
death. He was about to kill his cowardly 
servant, but the Empress, who was present, 
advised him to spare his worthless life—aa he 
was no better than a beast. The Emperor 
yielded, and he and the Emprees returned to 
the capital in the same carriage. 

During his reign, the 8hinra people who 
had paid tribute ever since the Emprees 
Jingo’s days, revolted; and refused to pay 
tribute any longer. He sent a large army 
under four princes to onforce his rights, but 
they fell out among themselves, and fought 
against each other—so that many of their 
men wore killed in these battles and many 
others died of disease, and in the end, the 
army was totally routed, and driven back 
with tern bio slaughter. 


In this reign the value of the silkworm was 
prominently brought to publio notice, and 
mulberry plants were distributed and planted 
in many provinoes. 

On the death of the Emperor the prince of 
Htsbigawa murdered the eldest eon, and 
heir to the throne, in hopes of being chosen 
himself to occupy the imperial dignity. He 
was disappointed, however, and put to death 
for his crime. The successor of Yuriaki 
therefore was Seined Tenno, and after him 
Kenso Tenno. 

Kenso was the grandson of Richiu Tenno, 
his father being Prince Iahib6; but in oon- 
sequence of political crime he and his bro¬ 
ther Okei had escaped from the capital and 
resided iu the district of Akaahi, Harima. 
When Seinei Tenno died, they were the 
nearest male heirs; and his brother Okei was 
sent for. He refused to aooept the proffered 
dignity, and a princess, the daughter of Ane- 
miya, ascended the throne. She died in lees 
than three months, and accordingly Kenso 
assumed the imperial robea. 

Buritsu Tenno who came after Kenso, was 
a most cruel and wicked man. For his 
amusement or to gratify his curiosity he 
hesitated at no orirno; and considering some 
of his deeds—had nothing worse than sending 
his vassals np trees to rhoot at them with 
bow and arrow, and laugh aa thoy foil 
wounded or alain, to be recorded—he might 
be a saint. There is a kind of morbid satisfac¬ 
tion in perceiving that he died of an agonizing 
disease. Even his most faithful servants did 
not mourn for him. 

Keitai Tenno, who succeeded was the des¬ 
cendant of Ojin; and had lived at Etchizen 
with his mothsr. Revolts occurred in hie 
dsye, but they were put down with vigour. 

He was succeeded by Amka Tenno; and 
he in his turn by Benka Tenno. 

In his reign the Shinra people attacked 
Humana. The Emperor immediately ordered 
his servant Otomo to oollect an army and 
march to its protection. His wife Tayohim6 
followed the army, and tradition aays, that 
she was changed into a large stone with 
grief at seeing her husband depart. 
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The next emperor vee Keomri Ten no. 
He eeat an ambassador to Ooma, mad in 
return the Careens eeat Japan the Buddhist 
religion. The ruler of Hiyakuaai eeat an 
a m beeeador, with an idol and many sacred 
hooka Much opposition waa made to this, 
but the emperor himself worshipped the idol 
at Mukabara. A pestilenoe which broke oat 
at this time, waa attributed to the anger of 
the Sinto gods. Bo many persona died that 
the genealogist says they numbered half the 
empire. The people represented the cala¬ 
mity to the emperor, who to appease the 
gods, ordered the idol to be thrown into the 
tea at Naniwa; and the temple at Mukabara 
to be burnt to the ground. Bat ereo this 
did not hare the desired effect. 

The ambase s ador who had been sent \o 
Corea, Hadisu, on his return, when the enow 
was deep upon the shores of Corea, lost hie 
little eon, to his great grief He oauaed 
great search to be made for him, and there 
ware discovered in the snow the foot-prints of 


a tiger. Following the footprints, he came 
to a care from which the ten# animal sprang 
oat upon him. Bat he gallantly seised it, 
and killed H by a thrust in the throat with 
his sword. He stripped off the skin, and 
brought it to Japan. 

On the death of Eenmei Torino, the throne 
was filled by Bitatsu Tonno, to whom the 
Ooreans again sent an idol and sacred books 
as before. Shinre —(one dirisiou of Corea), 
also offered an image of Shaka, which exists 
to this day in the monastery of Kofakuji; and 
from this period the Buddhist's (kith gradual¬ 
ly supplanted the Bin to in the affeotioee of 
the people. 

The next Emperor was Yomei Ten no, end 
to him snooseded Kokiyoku Teono, who is 
called the 36th of the dynasty. In hie reign 
the epoch wee first settled and was oalled 
Taika. In the 7th month he relinquished 
the throne to a prinoe of Kara, and was the 
first of the Emperor* who so abdicated. 

(7k Is esetwinsd.) 


CONSECRATION OF DAI-DO-IN. 
iatu Zo-jo-ji, Buna. 


HHHE avonorr religion of Japan is that 
-L named Shinto—which being interpreted 
simply means "the religion of the Gods." If, 
bowerer, it be asked what idea the word ‘gods’ 
is intended to convey, we oonfees ourselves 
altogether at sea. Some Japanese will say 
that there is bat one god, and that all others 
so called are not really deities; but they do 
not, so fkr as our experience goes, attempt to 
explain what they an; and if they be not 
gods the history of the origin of their em¬ 
perors altogether fells to the ground. But 
most of the people believe that the gods are 
legion, and have little notion of any one god. 
In fact, after much endeavour to find out 
from different Japanese what their faith is, 
we hare not been able to get any derided and 
definite notion on the subject. 

Having written thus far we read it to a 
Japanese gentleman who happened to come 
in. He said, “ Well, perhaps yon may ob¬ 
tain a definite notion. In your Christrian re¬ 
ligion, yon speak of your three persons in 


one God. Now our idea is that all the gods 
are one. We attribute to one the power over 
one department of nature and to another 
power of a different character, but we believe 
them all to be contained as it were in one 
deity.” This oectaialy is the most lnrid ex¬ 
planation we hare ever yet had; and we ao- 
oept it as the belief of a very einoere and 
thinking man, but we are satisfied that it is 
not the belief of the people at Urge. 

Shintoism has for some oenturioe only held 
a place side by side with Buddhism; and 
probably would have died out altogether but 
for the fact that it is the religion of the 
Mikados, and ita gods ere the accepted an¬ 
cestors of the empepve- To dispute their 
divinity therefore woVd be to take away the 
main prop of the imperial authority. Prao- 
tinelly it is beyond a doubt that at this pre¬ 
sent time, there is an immense amount of 
actual infidelity in Japan. People know not 
what to believe—and believe nothing. Bat 
the amount of superstition, even among those 
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of whom better things might be expected, is 
very deplorable. 

Buddhism, although introduced into the 
country so much later than Shintoism, has, 
from its very establishment, taken a hold on 
the affections of the people far exceeding that 
of the older religion. At the time when the 
Tycoons exercised imperial oommand it was 
all abounding ; and the proportion of Shinto 
miyaa to Buddhist temples was very small. 
Even in Kioto the ancient residence of the 
Mikado, the Buddhist sects were more power- 
fill than the Shinto; and this fact borne in 
mind, it aeems more than remarkable that 
the mere governmental orders should suffice 
to swamp the popular creed and to restore 
the anciont rvligioS to its original place. 

It is easily comprehensible that the 
Mikado's Government should desire to see 
Shintoism flourish, but it is all but incredible 
that the nation at large should so quietly 
acquiesce in tho change. 

It was of importance to the chiefs in the 
late revolution that they should mako the 
Mikado’s authority to shine with the utmost 
lustre in the eyes of the people. It was 
their only show of right. Without it they 
were rebels pure and eimplo; and even with 
it they had all they could do to keep down 
a more doterminod opposition than they met 
with. It was the flag of the Mikado which 
they carried, to which the people bowed; 
and they did so, as seeing in him the des¬ 
cendant of the gods, and one to whom they 
acoord authority even over the gods. The 
Emperor is verily and indeed believed by tho 
faithful to be before the gods in rank and in 
power; and it is with him even to command 
them. 

It has been frequently complained of in 
early numbers of the Far Kcut that the new 
regivu has most rigorously carried into effect 
measures having for thoir ond tho casting 
contempt upon Buddhism. For a long time 
the Kiobusho—or department of religion— 
all of whoso sympathies are, of course, now, 
8hinto, has been endeavouring to obtain from 
the Buddhist priests to whom its charge was 
entrusted, tho high temple of Zojuji, at 
Shiba. They desired it, os was at first de¬ 


clared, for a groat hall of assembly—but for 
a long time their wish was resisted; and it is 
only within the past two or three months that 
they have attained their end. The image of 
Hondjon which has hitherto given so great a 
sanctity to the building, was solemnly removed 
sumo weeks ago, into the temple which serves 
as the shrine of tho second Tycoon of the lye- 
yas dynasty; and that being gone, the altars 
and everything that appertained to the old ser¬ 
vice were cleared away, and the temple now 
appears as a vast hall, admirably adapted for 
several congregations to listen to various 
preachers all holding forth at tho 6am e time, 
if dasirod. 

What the exact design of the Kiobusho 
now is, wo find it difficult to learn. These 
facts are, however, plain:—viz., that the 
plaoe is in future to bo purely 8hinto; yet 
that the department soes Jbe importance of 
conciliating and reconciling all the Buddhist 
sects. Thoso sects are as numerous, and as 
bitter in thoir animosities towards each other, 
as the most rigidly righteous of Christian 
sects; and if they can bo reconciled, why truly 
the age of miracles is not past. 

We have from time to time given so many 
viows of Shiba, that tho gonorat aspect of the 
place, and particularly of tho large temple 
must be tolerably familiar to our render*. 
The aspect of the whole locality is now great¬ 
ly alto red, and we would that we were pos¬ 
sessed of a thousand toaguol vituperative 
power, to invoigh against the worse than Gotlis 
and Vandals, who have converted this most 
sacred aad beautiful spot into a nest of dirty 
shanties, rowdy mat sheds, and noisy brawl- 
ere. 

Wo have always believod tho original story 
told us by the Buddhist priests more than a 
year ago, that the first intentioa of the au¬ 
thorities in allowing thU place to bo so de¬ 
secrated was especially to alienate tho minds 
of the poople from the idea of its sanctity. 
Subsequently we observed that the priests 
themselves wore glad enough to avail them 
selves of tho means of making monoy which 
the changes afforded. But now wo believe 
that not only would they acquiesce in, but 
that they would actively support, anything 
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and everything that hu for ita end the attrac¬ 
tion of the multitude, and which brings grist 
to the mill. 

The Kiobuaho hare had a large timber 
torii erected in front of the great gate of the 
big temple ; and, within the temple itself, the 
area of which has, as we hays described, 
been completely cleared, there is a simple 
Shinto altar at the back, and on this there 
is nought bat the mirror, which is the em¬ 
blem of the parity of the Deity. The 17th of 
this menth saw the commencement of the 
consecration of the temple under ite neW pro¬ 
prietors 

How the intelligence of such a ceremony is 
spread abroad to all corners of the city— 
which is one of magnificent diatanoee—is 
something to be wondered at. For not one 
of the natire papers had anything about it. 
Yet on the morning of the 17th the crowds 
began to radiate from all parte towards the 
common centre. From an early hour there 
were to be seen little parties of men and lads 
in every ward of the city rigging up bamboo 
polee with flags and devices which wsrs to be 
carried in prooeeaion to the site. All the 
men of each ward, or it may be of each trade, 
were dressed alike, and moat of them had 
small bronco belle suspended from their 
waistbands, over their right hipe, and tinkling 
with every movement of their bodies. 

On such occasions, Yedo is a city of ths 
most unearthly yelling oonoeivable. As the 
various processions pass through the streets, 
they uplift their voioea in moat horrible and 
disoordant cries, uttering no words, but sim¬ 
ply giving a prolonged A-a-a-ah-a-a—which 
as each one holds as long as he can, and then 
taking a good inspiration oommenoes again, 
is never oeaaing—it seems without beginning 
and without end—and the fellows who in¬ 
dulge in it have their throats distended, their 
faoee veined and swollen, and their eyes ac¬ 
tually protruding with the unwonted exertion; 
and oh! how sore their poor throats must be 
when they oomo to the does of the day. 

We need not tell of the general appearance 
of these motley prooeeaions. Suffioe it that 
most of them are the bearers of some kind 
of offerings, which they bring to the temple, 


and give to the proper priests or attendants, 
and if as it often happens, it be of bulky 
character, it is neatly piled up outside the 
bunding, with the name of the district which 
presented it The individual mem ben of the 
prooeeaion, then go up the steps of the tem¬ 
ple, throw a few oaah into the centre of the 
hall over the heads of the crowds already 
there, and among the favoured few who are 
admitted within the rails. They peer curi¬ 
ously, find there is nothing to be seen bat a 
groat crowd; and retire; not one, we are 
morally oertain having the slightest idea 
what is being done, or what all the fuss is 
about 

Most of those from whom any answer oould 
be obtained at all, replied sheepishly to oar 
enquiries, that they did not know what was 
going on. A few said that Jin mu Tenno— 
the first of the earthly am* store of ths 
Mikado, who was also the first emperor of 
Japan, 2,000 yean ago, had come to the tem¬ 
ple. The priests, however, published a paper 
of which the following is a translation. It 
is likely to give as much information as may 
be obtained elsewhere. It is headed 

1.—Amino Uniu Ntrain 
■o Mi KOTO. 

I.—Ta. Kami M usubi 8. —Kamomt Mtrstrm 

so Kami. so Kami. 

4.—Ama Tkxabu Osoami 
(Tensho Daijin). 

The four gods who have been welcomed to 
Dai Kio Is, are the groat Gods, boundless in 
honour and glory. Particularly the three 
first named from whom proceeded (who turn¬ 
ed into) the earth and all that it contains. 
Mankind, birds, insects, fish, gross, trees and 
the beginning of all these things are the al¬ 
ternation of theee three gods, and as there is 
nothing apart from theee gods, so the life of 
mankind is from tho benevolence of them. 
The god named Aka Tkxabu Ok q ami (Tensho 
Daijin), is the groat Aoestor of the emperor, 
and the god of the Son. It is well known to 
all people that this god is benevolent, for he 
gives light every day. Therefore you ought 
particularly to honour him. 

Is it not sad that sinoe the world was made, 
nobody understands the origin of things; 
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that we are descendants of the gods; and 
that m ankin d and all things grow by the 
work of god ? Therefore the people ought to 
eeek the origin, and return one millionth 
part of God’s benevolence. They ought to 
obey the government order*; be industrious 
in their selling ; and to pray to the gods for 
real happiness and prosperity in the family, 
and the deep protection of God. 

Well! their morning prayer should be:— 

' taksmokumcr oaehikoki amatsxumiwoya no 
o kami tachi yono mamori hino mamori ni 
mamori tamaye, eakiwaiye tamayito, Oaah'- 
00511, oaeh’oomi, oash’oomi mos.' (Oh, ye 
great and holy goda—heaven's great fore¬ 
fathers, pray protect us by day and by night, 
and let ns live happy. We bow with reve- 
renoe.) 

The temple ia no longer called Zojdji, but 
Dai E10 Iw. 

On the 18 th the crowds were greater even 
than on the 17 th. The priests of all sects 
had plaoee allotted for them—Buddhists on 
one aide, Shinto on the other; and besides 
th»e was plenty of room for numerous per¬ 
sona ia court ooetume, whose business or duty 
w» oould not learn. As for the priests they 
•varf and anon rose from their seats and form¬ 
ing themaelvea into a kind of irregular pro- 
oemio* went forward and saluted the altar. 
Thau Egfat silk and game-like robes of all 
ooloara, were very pretty, and the 00art 
d***«e opposite to them were also very 
bright and attractive. 

Ia the Temple aloes or yard, there were 
•uadry booths—one of whioh was of a superior 
kind to the rest, neatly matted; and on this 
thsre was to be some dancing, but we saw it 
not. 

About 4 o'clock T it. on the 18 th there ar¬ 
rived the ran of a prooaaiion which was the 
longert and the best worth seeing of any we 
have encountered in Japan. It was the great 
festival day of the Hoki sect of Buddhists, and 


these came with hosts of (heir followers to 
the dedication of Dai Kio Iw. Thoy not 
only varied the scene by presenting an or¬ 
ganised and complete train, perhaps a mile 
long or more, with all sorts of notioeable 
trophies—such for instance as a boat on wheels, 
full of offerings and of people, and very rich 
deooratious throughout—but they varied the 
sound by the persons preceding each trophy 
holding a small drum by a handle in the left 
hand, and striking it with a-small stick they 
carried in the right. They drummed strictly 
in time, and instead of the eternal ah-a-n— 
of the ordinary crowds, they uttered some 
words in a low tone, but also in time with 
the beating. It must be tedious work to 
make one of these processions—for they move 
at a snail's pace at the bestand the most of 
the time they are standing still, impeded by 
the crowds, or by other things. 

Soveral of the shrines of the Tycoons were 
eo far opened to the public, that they were 
permitted to pass through the court-yards 
and peep through the holes of the carvings 
in the gateways at the inner doom. Even 
now the shrines are oonsidered too sacred for 
oomrnon Japaneeo to see them. All for¬ 
eigners who visit Tedo manage to obtain en- 
tranoe by means of a little palm-tickling, and 
probably Japanese who would use the same 
kind of key might find the doors open to 
them; but strangely enough, they eoom to 
deem the plaoee too holy; and this acts as a 
damp on their curiosity. 

Our own impression is that notwithstand¬ 
ing all the efforts of the religious department, 
the days of theee religions are numbered. 
How it will be brought about or how soon, it 
is not for us to prophesy. But that Japan 
will be Christain within the lifetime of some 
who have been present at these ceremonies is 
oar firm belief. Let the truth work. A little 
patienoe and it must prevail. 
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THE CANAL AND HOMTJBA. 

A PAN, it is isid, (offers from the lack 
of inland water communication. None 
of ita men water any great extent of country, 
and few of them are navigable even for shallow 
native boots above a few miles—say thirty to 
fifty. Yet the people know the value of water 
carriage—and all towns tbit can possibly 
avail themselves of it, have canals cot in all 
directions roand and through them, so as to 
lighten and cheapen labour. 

Yokohama when first laid oot as a settle¬ 
ment for foreigners, was not neglected in this 
respect, and by catting a canal in the rear of 
it from a creek on one side to a small river on 
the other, the sea washing its frontage—it was 
made into a complete island. There were 
other canals cut in the native town, but they 
became so offensive that they have all been 
filled op, and in their stead good solid streets 
bavs been made. 

For a long time the creek on the south 
eastern side of the foreign settlement, although 
useful, was anything bat wholesome or orna¬ 
mental—bat of late the Japanese Government 
have gone to the charge of deepening and 
widening it, and have bnilt a good substantial 
wall on either aide. There have always been 
three bridges forming a communication be¬ 
tween Yokohama and ita snbnrb Horn ora, but 
only with the enlargement of the canal have 
they been improvod in size and quality, and 
the middle one—that seen .most prominently 
in the pictnre opposite page 4 is a very well 
bnilt one of ita kind. It will be long before the 
Japanese learn wisdom. They have deepened 
the creek, and made a good canal of it, hot 
they left the bar at the month of it, and con¬ 
sequently there are always, twice a day, several 
boars daring which none bat boats drawing 
tho lightest posaibls draught of water can 
cross either in or out. Yet they attach such 
importance to it that they have produced it as 
a good wide canal some three miles to the 
southward, ao that it forms a direct communi¬ 


cation, and a short cut for boats, between 
Yokohama and Mississippi Bay. 

The photograph at page 6, taken from the 
same spot shews the modest grove in whioh 
stands the little temple dedicated to Tenshio 
Daijin, in the village of Homora. 


THE BATH. 

HOSE who wrote of Japan in the early 
days of foreign intercourse—from Sir 
Rutherford Aloock downwards—have mention¬ 
ed as a common sight, tho public tabbing of 
the natives. Some who have written later 
have called ia question the accuracy of their 
predeceaaors, because they bad not seen the 
same thing themselves; and a few have even 
gone tho length of defending the modesty of 
the nation, as if from the nnjost aspersions to 
which it had been subjected. 

We most admit that we have never seen in 
Yedo or Yokohama each exhibitions as have 
been described by those who were in Japan 
before ns; bat in the coantry it it quite a 
common thing. It should seem anneceessary 
in large villagea or towns, as the publio 
bathhouses sre universal, sod universally nsed 
by the classes for whom they are intend¬ 
ed . Of course, in the hooaes of the better 
classes, there is slwsys s bath room for the 
use of the household;—but in the country it 
ia quite usual to have a large tob outside 
the house, in which all the inmates parify 
themselves after the labours of the day. 
Sometimes the tub is supplied with hot water 
from a large iron copper close by, but just as 
often there is an arrangement in connection 
with the tub itself, (as shewn in the pic¬ 
ture) by which the man who seeks ab- 
solotion can get it as hot as he pleases. 
And truly it is marvellous to see tho heat 
they do subject themselves too. They home 
out of their bath into the oold air, as 
red as boiled lobsters, and they love to sit in 
the cold air a bit before they pat on their 
dotbea. In the pnblic bathhouses it wm 
usual before foreigners came to the country 
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to have but one large room occupying the 
whole of tbe ground floor, in which the eezee 
laved promiscuously ; bnt now in most of the 
more respectable onea, there is a division, tbe 
men occupying one aide and the women tbe 
other. Bat even now tbe attendants are men, 
and it is customary for them to assist both 
sides indiscriminately in their ablntione. 

00 ZEN. 

F breed is the staff of life with Furopeane, 
so is rice with Asiatics. It is the staple 
food of the people, and with a little soy or 
pickle or some other simple condiment is 
often the only food of tbe lower classes in 
Japan from month's end to month's end. 
They do not rejoice in tbe knives, forks and 
•peons of tiviliation, nor use their finger* 
like the East Indians; bat they dm s couple of 
skewer-like sticks, which they call hathi, and 
we call ebop-elieka; and uncommonly deftly 
they apply them to all the necessary purposes. 
Foreigners can only manage them after much 
practice, and some can never get the knack. 

It ia strikingly curious to see them eat for the 
first time. The rice is brought up in a beauti¬ 
fully clean tnb, which holds enough for the 
days’ consumption. It is as often served cold 
a hot, and the modu*optrandi ia as follows:— 
We will suppoae it is a simple meal of the 
simplest classes. A small table about 9 to 12 
inebea square and 6 to 9 inches high is placed 
sometimes in the middle of tbe feeders, some¬ 
times one to each person. On this table are 
two or three small dishes—perhaps one ha 
some slices of cold fish, another some picklea, 
lily root, green ginger and horse-radish, another 
a little soy and so on. A maid servant fills a 
small bain about the aise of a break fat cup 
with Goam (rice) from the tub, and offering 
one to each person, it ia taken in the left 
hand, and being held close to the mouth, the 
contents are thrust from the bain into the 
mouth most cleverly; over and anon there 
is a pause to take a slice of the fish, which is 
rendered more palatable by being dipped in 
tbe soy. This with an occMional peck at the 
ether little disha forms the repast. Of oouree 
richer people have richer food—bat although 


sometimes tbeir meal consists of many couras, 
sad all beautifully served, they only take a 
peck at each, and have a considerable interval 
between the courses. It is unusual to drink 
with the meal—but a little warm water soffloes 
at its close; the richer folk taking an occa¬ 
sional cop of saki—wine made from rice—be¬ 
tween times. 

If the food of the common people is simple 
in the extreme, the entertainments of the rich 
are sometimes masterpieces of artistic excel¬ 
lence both in the preparation of thq food and 
in its disploy. Sometimes the guests may sit 
round a scenic arrangement aa of a luxuriant 
island, or a beautiful domain in pttto, all the 
dishes being arranged as parts of the scene. 
It is quite unique, and different to anything 
Been elsewhere. 


THE OLD TREE AT THE AMERICAN 
LEGATION, TEDO. 

RELIC of tbe past. A noble old trunk 
of a noble old tree, which unfortunate¬ 
ly was struck by ligbtnitg year* age—but 
what remains, continues to be "s hale old 
tree"—and may be so "when a thousand 
year* are gone." It is one of tbe most vener¬ 
able antiquities of the city of Tedo. 

THE SWORD SETTER. 

T HE noblest trade in Japan was of old 
that of the sword-maker—jnst aa in 
Europe was that of the armourer. The 
sword was tbe most precious possession of 
every samourai or gentleman; and it was 
deemed so disgraceful for a man to lose his 
sword—even though it might be stolen from 
him while he slept, that he coaid not retain 
his rank ontil he recovered it. Many a man 
has committed suicide in consequence of tbe 
loss of his sword, and many a family has sank 
from tbe highest consideration in the clan to 
the lowest through such a misfortune. 

Mr. Mitford in an introduction to one of his 
'Tales' says: 

" The occupation of a swordamith is an ho¬ 
nourable profession, the members of which are 
men of gentle blood. In a country where 
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trade it looked down opon u degrading, it ia 
•tnnge to find tbia single exception to the 
general rale. Tbe traditions of tbe craft are 
many and carious. Daring tbe moat critioal 
moment of tbe forging of tbe aword, when the 
steel edge ia being welded into tbe body of 
the iron blade, it ia a onatom which still ob¬ 
tains among old-fashioned armourer* to pat 
on the cap and robes worn by tbe Kng4, or 
noblea of the Mikado’s ooart, and, closing the 
door* of the workshop, to labour in eecrecy and 
freedom from interruption, the half gloom add¬ 
ing to the myatery of the operation. Some¬ 
times the occasion ia even invested with a cer¬ 
tain sanctity, a teaselled cord of straw, such as 
is hnng before tbe shrines of the Kami, or na¬ 
tive gods of Japan, being suspended between 
two bemboo poles in tbe forge, wbicb for the 
nonce is converted into a holy altar. 

“ At Osaka, I lived oppoaite to one Knaano 
Yoahiaki, a swordsmith, a moat intelligent and 
amiable gentleman, who was famous through¬ 
out his neighbourhood for bis good and chari¬ 
table deeds. His idea was, that having been 
bred up to a calling which trade* in life and 
death, he was bound, so far as in him lay, to 
atone for this by seeking to alleviate tbe anf- 
fering which is in the world; and ha carried 
out his principle to the extent of impoverish¬ 
ing himself. No neighbour ever appealed to 
him in vain for help in tending tbe sick or 
bnrying the dead. No beggar or lasar was 
ever turned from his door withoat receiving 
some mark ol his bounty, whether in money 
or in kind. Nor was his sornpalons honesty 
less remarkable than hia oharity. While other 
smiths are in tbe habit of earning large sums 
of money by counterfeiting tbe marks of the 
famous makers of old, he was able to bout 
that he had never tamed oat a weapon which 
bore any other mark than hia own. Prom hia 
father and his forefathers he inherited his 
trade, which, in hia turn, he will hand over to 
hia son—a hard-working, honest, and atordy 
man, tbe clank of wboee hammer and anvil 
may be heard from daybreak to sundown. 

“The trenchant edge of the Japanese aword 
ia notorious. It is aaid that the beet blade* 
will in tbe hands of an expert swordsman cat 


through the dead bodies of three men, laid one 
upon tbe other, *i a blow. The sword* of tbe 
Shogun need to be tried npon the oorpees of 
executed criminal*; the public beadsman was 
en trotted with the doty, and for a " note 
medicine,” or bribe of two boa (about three 
•hillings), would substitute the weapon of a 
private individual for that of hia Lord. Doga 
and beggars, lying helpless by the roadside, 
not nnfreqaent ly eerve to test a ruffian's sword ; 
but tbe executioner earns many a foe from 
those who wish to see how their blades will 
cat off • bead. 

Tbe statesman who shall eoaot a law for¬ 
bidding tbs carrying of thia deadly weapon 
will indeed have deserved well of his oountry ; 
bat it will be a difficult tuk to andertaks, and 
a dangerous one. I would not give mnch for 
that man's life. Tbe hand of every swash¬ 
buckler in the empire would be against him. 
One day as we were talking over this and other 
kindred subjects, a friend of mine, a mao of 
advanced and liberal views, wrote down his 
opinion, mors Japonicc, in a verse of poetry 
which ran as follows:—“ I would that all the 
swords and dirlu in the oountry might be col¬ 
lected in one place and molten down, and that, 
from tbe metal so produoed, one huge sword 
might be forged, which, boing the only blade 
left, should be the girded aword of Great 
Japan.” 

We are happy to aay that in this year of 
graoe 1878, the onstom of wearing the two 
swords is abolished simply throngh permission 
having been given to all to do as they liked. 
The upper class at onoe set the example of 
disuse. 

GOING TO FENCING SCHOOL. 

P the trade of a sword-maker was honora¬ 
ble—what moat have been the ilatui of 
him who yielded the weapon most skilfully. 
It was the highest praise that could be ac¬ 
corded to a man, to admit that he wae a good 
swordamao; and the teachers of sword-exercise 
were always men of mark. The picture at 
page 12 is that of a young samonrai on hia 
way to his lesson, and how be played is shewn 
in the next picture which we hare oalled 
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AT PLAT. 

At those boats, the greatest possible oourtesy 
is displayed. Oae—bowerer skilful himself— 
will ask soother—bowerer much his inferior, 
to ooadesoeod to giro him s lesson ia fencing; 
the other will reply ia s similar self deprecia¬ 


tory style, sod the practising goes oo in tbs 
best of tempers. They hit hard though, and 
the hands, head sod arms get terribly knocked 
about in spite of the defensive doth mg. On 
this subject we hare much to tsll, which we 
will reeerre for other oooarions. 


THX PERIOD. 


THE BUDGET OP JAPAN. 

To all the Departments of the Administra¬ 
tion and to the Looal Authorities 
throughout the Country. 

In the memorial preeented some days back 
by Inouyd Kaorn, ex Vioe-Minister of the 
Treasary and Shibosawa Shigtfkaxo, attach^ of 
the Third Bank at the Treasury, there are 
some erroneous statements. I instructed the 
Counoellor-of-State, Chief Commissioner of the 
Affairs of the Treasary, to make a more care¬ 
ful examination of the badget, and be has now 
prepared and sent in the annexed Report, 
which I communicate to you for yonr informa¬ 
tion. 

9th day, 6th month, 6th year of hleiji, 
(June 9th, 1873.) 

fSigned) BANJO SXKEYOSHI, 
Prime Mirutttr. 

The Ooancillor-of-8Ute Okama Shigdnobu 
respectfully addressee His Exoellenoy the Prime 
Minister 

The views lately put forward by the ex-Vioe 
Minister ol the Treasary, Inoayl Kaorn, and 
Bhibusawa 8hig6kaaa, Attaobd of the third 
rank, ia the memorial which they preeented 
to Tour Exoellenoy as they were about to 
resign offloe, were undoubtedly suggested by 
patriotic feelings, but their statements over¬ 
stepped the truth, and their argamenta were 
too vehement. With reapect to the estimate 
of expenditure and income for the yea', it 
was chiefly baaed upon rough calculations 


made merely from memory. These were Tour 
Excellency's reasons for rejecting the document 
instead of adopting it. 

In consequence of the memorial in question 
haring been iuadvertently published in the 
newapapers, Japanese and foreign subjeota be¬ 
ing naturally led to believe in its aocaracy by 
the fact of its authors having been the chief 
officers of tho department, much oonfuaion of 
publio opinion has resulted. Bhigdnobu. on 
boipg honoured with his present offloe of Chief 
Oonftniaaioner of the Treasury received a 
special Imperial Mandate to explain to exact 
condition of the finances. He proceeded to 
the Treasary, sad made searching inquiry, of 
its chief offloera, examined its books and re- 
oords, and having calculated the true amounts, 
obtained the oorreot figures as given ia the 
enclosed memorandum. He has therefore 
drawn up a statement which he has the hononr 
to submit to you. 

No argument is required to prove that upon 
the administration of the Finances are depen¬ 
dent the safety and peril of the Empire, and if 
they be mismanaged incalculable calamities 
may arise in the snapping of a finger. If the 
case were soob as these two gentlemen have 
asserted it to be, Japanese and foreign sub¬ 
jects would have diminished faith and con¬ 
fidence in our Government, and doubt woald 
be produced thereby. The result woald be 
most grave. I therefore desire most earnestly 
that the statement of the year's aoooanta which 
I have now prepared and hand in may be at 
onoe publicly proclaimed to Japanese and for* 
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eign subject*, in order that tbeir doubts ms/ 
be dissolved and public discussion be arrested. 

With the highest respect. 

This inoome for the /ear contains the totals 
which will be obtained bj collecting the 
amount of taxes which has been estimated for 
the present financial year upon the basis of 
the items of the revenue in late years. Hitherto, 
when the revenue came to be actually collect¬ 
ed, there was constantly a (ailing off from the 
amount, owing to varioos irregularities, such 
as " not yet paid in " or “ payment deferred." 
etcetera. But now the aotual yield will be de¬ 
finitely superintended, these irregularities will 
be reformod, and the national affairs will be 
brought into order, so thst while the amount 
of the annual inoome may increase, there is 
not tbs slightest reason why it shonld diminish. 

As the expenditure for the yesris calculated 
upon the items of last year, then, cannq^ be 
any large difference in the future. But when, 
the fixed expenditures are reduoed by economy, 
and the national affairs are brought into order 
the annual expenditure may be diminished. 
As, however, incidental expenditure ie difficult 
t> estimate beforehand, the amount of this 
item may perhaps be increased beyond what 
is here given. But th U the annual income 
will suffioe to meet the expenditure is s matter 
which certainly does not admit of doubt. 

The reasons why the statement of income 
expenditure lately put forth in London, the 
similar statemant taken to the Austrian Ex¬ 
position by our Envoy and the amounts of the 
inoome and expenditure for the year herein¬ 
after stated differ from each other shall be tx- 
plained. Moat of the taxes paid by our oom- 
m>n people are paid in rice, which is not the 
case in other oonntries. A rise or fall in the 
price of rice produce*, therefore, a great dif¬ 
ference in the amount received or expended. 
In fact, although, the price of rioe has reached 
its lowest limit this year, we still have an in¬ 
come for the year of the sums here stated. 


Further, we have lately had the ware of 1868 
and 1869, and the reform which consisted in 
transforming the daimiates into prefectures has 
been carried out, which necessitated enormous 
expenditure and gave rise to corresponding 
differences in the calculations during a space 
of two or three months. The reformation of 
the law of taxation has also caused great dif¬ 
ferences in the amount of the revenue. But 
since the transformation of the daimiates into 
prefectures has been completed, and a com¬ 
mencement has been made of reforming the 
law of taxation,* while the enterprises taken in 
hand may be largely increased in proportion to 
the daily and monthly increase of the revenae, 
it needs no argument to show that the annual 
inoome exceeds the annual expenditure. 

The amount* given here for fixed and in¬ 
cidental expenditure are of oourse not exact 
figaree. The expenditure on the numerous 
works which have to be undertaken in in¬ 
augurating a new era, sach as the construction 
of railways, the erection of lighthouses, the 
construction of telegraphs, the formation of 
varioos factories, the building of public offioes 
and barracks, has been included, and the total 
of expenditure next year will oertainly be leas. 
After tbe above mentioned works have onoe 
been oompt'tsd, they will not require to be 
reconstructed each year. The only expendi¬ 
ture required will be the comparatively trifling 
outlay on repairs, and besides, there is no 
doubt that they will prodaoe profit*. So that 
as year succeeds year the expenditure will de¬ 
crease. Even if the income should fall short 
of the fixed sum, the comparative urgency 
and importanoe of the works, which as men¬ 
tioned above, have to be undertaken, cun be 
estimated, and thoae Which are of minor ur¬ 
gency and importanoe can be deferred uotil 
the following year. 1 repeat, therefore, that 

• S4t in arvy»naL Fur iaatanoe (ha Government 
bad right* arer the lead under cal ti ration which 
retemhlvd those at abeolute property in it, bat 
tillcdccd* bare been granted and the poople hare 
received proota ot their own property in it Tbe 
former nystetn ot payment in rice haa been abolished, 
and fuel Ui s to be paid ia money hare boen 
•ubstituted, ft) that the annaft) inoome will no longer 
be lla >l« to flncUtions depending on the price of rioe, 
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than ia no dug«r of the income, even at ita 
lowest limit, not anfficing to meet the expen- 
ditan. The work* completely earned out and 
the tom* expended thereon shall be clearly 
stated in the budget published from year to 
year. 

Aa to the public dlbt, although we hare 
incurred aa internal and a foreign debt, 
there ia a prorision for reducing the for¬ 
eign debt by fixing the allowaaoes of the 
Kvatcku (nobles) and Shi&ku (two-aword- 
ed men), and by establishing a rule for 
making good deficiencies with the surplus 
thus obtained. There ia a fund (or meeting 
the internal debt, namely the money and rice 
lent by the Qorerument to pnrate ludindoala. 
Although paper money has been issued, there 
is a ‘ Special Beserre Fund’ to meet this, 
which is deposited in the godowns of the 
Treasury. An intelligible explanation of those 
thnee articles will shortly be carefully prepar¬ 
ed and published. 


PiMJjiciAi. Statement or Expected Income and 
Expenditure fob the Sixth YbabofMeui( 1873 .) 


Income. T*%. 

L—Dime) Taxes. 

Uad Tex . 40,263,688.60 

Ground-real, licen¬ 
se* to trade and 
other taxes in toe 
tore* Cities (of 
Yedo, Kioto aud 

Oaeka). 810,623.68.3 

All aarU of licenss- 

tieketo. SSS.Ooo 

Ship tax. 84.0UU 

Servant* Carnage 
and Hone tax..... 63.236 

IL—H tamps._ . 

III. —Taxes on alco¬ 
holic liquors__ 

imaceliAUL-cjs tax¬ 
es. 

Alcoholic liquors... 774,000 

Oll-prwaing . 66,000 

MMIanauea and 1,020.934 

IV. —Maritime cu*. ___ 

torn* aad other 

taxes. 

ESS-...™: i»SSI 

52?"*. 306,238 

« 8^,334 


I'm. 


41 , 006 . 418 . 38.3 
1 - 300 , 1*10 


2 , 137,641 


1 , 823,909 


/ne&ru. 

Tern. 

V.—Post-office, rail- 


way and Tele- 


graph. 


Prat-office . 

200,000 

Railways and Tele- 


FLr—lie venue of the 

200,000 

HokkaidO.. 


Taxes on Produoe... 

.110,000 

Maritime Customs... 

22,fK» 

Direct taxes, various 

6,812.80 

VII.—Various Inc.- 


dental Receipts. 


Government loan* 


sod interests .... 

1,721.962.60 

Sale of escheats. ... 

508,090 

Fines. 

200 .O00 


Tern. 


400,000 


338 , 812.80 


1 , 730 , 072.30 

Totals— 

Ordinary Income 
Incidental Income... 


47 , 006 , 810.78 3 
1 , 780 , 072.80 


Total Income for the 

.-. Ten 48 . 736,883 28 J 


EXPENDITURE. 


I. —Redemption of Fra. 
public debt : Pub¬ 
lic debt bearing 

no interest, of 
which the princi¬ 
pal la to be paid 
back, instal refills 
fur the 8th aad 
6tb year of Meiji 608,700 

Public debt bearing 
interest, and re¬ 
payable along 

with interest in¬ 
stalments for the 
6th A 6th year of 

Meiji .„. 1,100,400 

Internal debt to be 

repaid at once. 380,000 

Foreign debt prin¬ 
cipal - 460,000 

Foreign debt interest 370,00) 

II. —Pensions. — - 

IIL—Building* re¬ 
pairs to do. and 
river emharkmeDt* 

IV. —Foreign rela¬ 
tions.. 

V. —Council of State 

VI. —The Depart, 

ment of Govern¬ 
ment along with 
the Fu and Ken 

Foreign Office .... 168.700 

finance Department 893,190 
War Department .... 8.000,000 
Naval Department 1,800,OOo 
Department of Edu¬ 
cation . 1,300,000 

Department of Reli¬ 
gion.....^,. 80,000 


fra 


2 . 679,100 
12 , 613 , 816.38 8 


4 . 000.000 

100,640 

3 . 30,000 
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EXPENDITURE.-Omrim-d 



Ton. 

Ton. 

Public Works. 

2,900,000 


Department of Jus¬ 
tice .. 

830,000 


The Imperial House¬ 
hold.- 

843.562 50.9 


The Teao Ooionlea- 
tion Department 

1,177.813 50 


The Three Fu.. 

800,8*1 


The Ken ........ ..... 

2,9*1,887. 

*1,545,672.1 

VII.—Polio* of Fu ■ 
and Ken end ex¬ 
prase of arrmt of 

criminals 

Police (one of three 
FU .. 

679,311 


Police force of Ken 
with expenses o t 
■met of criminal 

270,887 

880,000 

VUI—Legations to 
America, Eng¬ 

land. Franoe and 
Austria .. 


89,300 

IX.— Consulates at 
New York and six 
other Forte........ 


21.060 


X-—Incidental Ki 

pemiitura. 

Reform of th« Postal 
Barrio®, printing 
nc tea to ba ex¬ 
changed (or those 
iaraad by tho Han, 
printing public 
£u boida. ata ... I.MB.fOO 
Expenaee of tha Am- 
beasadora Plenipo¬ 
tentiary when 
rialUng fercigu 

173*00 
241, ISO 


Aaathan Exhibition 
Pnada to meet in¬ 
cidental expend!- 

lure >•••••••• iiiatfta 


2,500.000 4,567.030 


JbcU Ordinarg Km- 

pondUmrt .— 42,058,488.45.4 

Total Ineid/ktal &• 

jfon&ituro . 4 , 567,030 _ 

Grand total of Ex- 

penditora .„„ M Fra 4 A 5 W^ 5 lMM 

Grand Total o t In- 

■ .. 48 , 728 , 883 . 18.2 

Qrand Total of Ex¬ 
penditure ........... 48 , 596 , 618 . 46.4 

Surplus of Income 

orer Expenditure Tea 2,140,364.31.1 


• rum an tmu Clampaadai la tW allillw at Mala, tint 
IWr an pnhahlr maofpMbU at expUaoUo*. 


PDBL10 DEBT. 

Internal debt with iatarat. 

Without interest. 


lew. 

18,756.872 

12,718,478 


Total... 26.474,351 


Of thia there baa been repaid thia year'i 
and laet year'i Inatalmeota together 
with anoh iumi ae ere payable at once, 
tm ininrin| tO.... 7•6,700 


Balance to be repaid next year and tha 
year following.. 

Foreign Debt..- 

Total of Foreign and Internal Debt.. 


36,716,581 
8,509.050 
31,124,701 


Aaiatio Society of Japan. 

A ReetTLxx Matrixo of the Society waa held, 
on the 7th Jane, in the Public Hall. The 
Chair waa taken by the Vioe-Preeident Bst. S. 
R. Brown, D.D., at about 9 o’clock. 

After the Minutes of the previous meeting 
had been read, the Secretary announced tha 
namoe of new member*, aa follow*:—S*nor 
Eodriguez y Munot, Bobt. M. Brown Riq., and 
C. A. Flanden, Esq. 

A Paper waa then read by W. O. Aaton, Eaq., 
on M Buaaiaa Deacenta in Sagalien and 
- Itorup in 1805 and 1806." Thi* Paper em¬ 
bodied a great many curioo* and intonating 
particular*, illoetratire of the condition of 
affair* in Japan, aome eerenty yean ago; and, 
in the diacuaaion which followed, frequent re¬ 
ference tree made to the scantiness and rague- 
neea of the information formerly possessed in 
regard to Japan and it* reeourcee. 

In nply to a queation, Mr. Aaton laid that 
it could not well be ascertained, whether the 
eerer&l Descent* mentioned in hie Paper were 
undertaken by the Boanau Imperial Authority, 
or wen only acts of Provincial Qorernore; 
though there was no doubt that the Embaeey 
which arrived at Nagasaki in 1804 was sent by 
the Czar Alexander to the Tai-kun. 

Dr. Brown referred to the difflculty experi¬ 
enced on his arrival here thirteen yean since, 
in becoming acquainted with the actual state 
of the Country and congratulated the Society 
on haring a field for their researches, which 
was eo full of interest, and had been so little 
explored. 
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Hr Harry Parke* recalled the fact that one 
of the objecta of the viait of the “Maniaon,” 
coming from the one ride to Japan, had been 
the restoration of shipwrecked tailor*; while 
these Russian riait*, from the other tide, had 
th'e same object. 

The inefficiency of the aoldiery, pa cihibitcd 
in the Paper, waa remarkable, and highly illua- 
tratiee of the time when “striped doth” 
played ao large a part in the fortification of the 
country ; the time when Japanese affair* were 
aurrounded by a hare which greatly interfered 
with a true eatimate of their real importance. 
He referred to the narrative of Golownin'a four 
year’* captivity aa one of the moat valuable 
and interesting sources of information aa to 
whit Japan waa at that period. 

In response to a statement that Lord Elgin 
had remarked, in 1858, upon the rumour that 
hi* Treaty waa made when the Taikuu waa no 
longer living. Mr. fiatow observed that auch 
waa probably the cane ■ the Taikun having died 
in July while the Treatise were signed in 
Angnst of that year. 

The Secretary stated that there wae in hia 
bands a Paper on the Winds and Currents of 
the Japanese Islands, which might be read, if 
doeired; but Mr. Howell suggeeted that the 
subject was one of sufficient importance to be 
considered separately, at a meetin g devoted ex- 
preaaly to its diacuaaion. No notice had been 
given that such a paper was to bo read, and if 
brought forward now, some complaint might 
reasonably be made by members of the Society 
who were specially interested* in the subject 
which it treated. 

Ths usiluor in Hojo Ken which it was 
hoped at the arrival of the last intelligence had 
been quieted, again broke out; and <he assist¬ 
ance of the Tsuyoma Ecu samourai had to be 
availed of to put it down. The men ofTau- 
yama Sen acted eo judiciously, that Ibcy suc¬ 
ceeded in restoring order—but the leaders have 
not yet been taken. 


Much APPEXHXjuin* i* felt in maoy districts, 
in consequence of the dryness of the season, 
and in eome it is already said, that even should 


there be a good rainfall now, the rice crop can¬ 
not be much more than half that of last year. 
There bav# been severe bail storms too, in dif¬ 
ferent directions; one at Trhikuma Ken on the 
23rd May, having done an immense amount of 
damage to the growing crop*. 

A most determined murder and snicide were 
ccmmilted on Tuesday afternoon, at Kaiyun- 
bathi—near Mitaooi's Bank. A man waa riding 
in a jinrikitha with a young weman, when sud¬ 
denly a pedealrian drew a abort iword frem an 
umbrella and made two thrusts at the man in 
the jiprikiaba, slabbing him to tbe heart. Death 
waa instantaneous. The murderer fled, but 
finding tbit escape waa bopeleaa, he threat tbe 
sword through bia cwn neck, and fell dead. 
The reaaon of tbe crime haa yet to be told. Tbe 
ycung w<man baa to be examined, and in all 
probability it will be tbe old story. 

W» ■ atx to report tbe destruction of that 
hands* roc block ol buildings, known aa No. 32 
Water Street; in whirh were situated tbe fol¬ 
ic wing efflees, Japan Mail Daily Advertiser, 
Moser*. Pitman fc Co., Messrs. Cheshire & Co., 
■nd Cspt. D. Scott. The fire broke out on 
Sunday at about 2.16 a.m., tbe engines were 
acme time in coming up, and tbe naval want of 
water wsa experienced. Frcm the Daily Ad¬ 
vertiser, which sppeared at its usual hour tiria 
morning, we learn that the fire commenced 
either in Mr. W. G. Howell’s or Mr. Prince’* 
roc ms. Mr. Prince imagines in the former aa 
ha saw tbe glare of fire under the door of Mr. 
Howell's room. 

We append the following account from the 
Daily Advertiser :— 

The origin of the fire is at urcaent unknown. 
It is certain that it must bare broken ont 
in odo of two room!, tbe front one in tbe oc¬ 
cupation of Mr. Prince and tbe back one used 
by Mr. W. G. Howell, but it is impossible to 
say in which of these two. Mr. Prince atatea 
that he waa guided to the latter by tbe glare 
of the flamee beneath tbe door but did not enter 
tbe rocm ; and a gentleman who arrived about 
the tame time telle u* that observing, on enter¬ 
ing the room below occupied by Mr. Cheshire 
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that the fire had its Mt in one of the upper 
room*, he proceeded np-etaira, entered the door 
of Mr. Howell’e room and observed a doll dame 
issuing from the party wall which divided it 
from the front apartment. He was about to 
ears eome portion of Mr. Howell’e library, 
when the draft which the open door had admit¬ 
ted fanned up the flames violently and be was 
compelled to retire. The front room furnished 
as a sitting room is little need by Mr. Prince, 
and he cannot call to mind having entered it on 
Saturday. Mr. Howell quitted his apartment 
at about six o’clock after having extinguished a 
small lamp which he had in use. 

The chief losers by the fire are the proprietor 
of the Japan Mail, who suffers the loss of a 
stock of paper, furniture, Ac., and a valuable 
library of books, together insured for $7,000 ; 
some books, the printing of which had just been 
completed and which were ready for the binder, 
and the papers of the Asiatic Society, the latter 
being all uninsured. The hooka of the establish¬ 
ment were fortunately rescued. 

In addition to this Mr. Cheshire has, it is 
feared, lost the greatest part of his property, 
insured for $500 :—Mr. Prince has lost all his 
furniture, prints, j'ewellery, fcc. insured for 
S3. 000; Captain Scott, insured for $1,500 has 
only saved a portion of hia effects, and estimates 
his loss from uninsured property at $2,000. 

The building ou So. 32, passed into the 
hands of Mr. W. J. Alt, eome little time since, 
and wo are informed that the portion which has 
been burnt down waa insured for a sufficient 
sum in the Lancashire Insurance Office. The 
heaviest loss, apart from this, will f&U upon 
the Imperial Fire Office which bad an aggregate 
riak of some $10,000 on the property contain¬ 
ed in the promisee of the Japan Mail and the 
furniture and effects of Mr. Prince. 

It is only right to add that to the energy and 
promptitude of the different fire companies the 
limitation of the area of the fire is largely dne, 
and that their conduct on the occasion is de¬ 
set ring of the highest praise. 

OovnxMmrT has notified that no students 
who have been educated abroad may be em¬ 
ployed in government'offices without informing 


the Kdoration Department. And further no 
students who have been abroad at govern¬ 
ment expense on the condition of serving their 
country on their return, msy be hired either by 
Japanese or foreigners, without special permis¬ 
sion of the Mombusho. These decrees are 
quite reasonable; and except in very rare cases 
are no bar to a man's engagement, but to guard 
against possibilities. Many persons would be 
glad to get into their employ, and pay a liberal 
salary to, persons who hsvs received s good 
education abroad, and thus government might 
be left in the lurch after all the expense it has 
been at, in the support and schooling of theso 
young fellows ; and that would never do. 

Wi am following hard on the heels of Eng¬ 
land ; and perhaps woman’s rights may yet be¬ 
come one of the great questions in the political 
arena of Japan some day. As it is, an order 
has been published signed by Baqjo Daijin, to 
the effect that ^11 women msy stamp important 
deods or writings with their own personal 
stamp. 

Aichi Ko have engaged Dr. Jungbane and 
the Satsuma physician Adachi Morinsri as heads 
of the hospital they are establishing, and for 
which purpose Niahi llonganji monastery has 
boon appropriated. Strict orders have also been 
issued respecting vaccination. 

I* Yoxohaxa there is the patrol of the Bri¬ 
tish Camp by the*drum and fifo hand of the 
Royal Marines at half past nine every night. 
In Yedo the Imperial Marines have got ahead 
of that. Each night at about the same hour, 
the band which has boon entirely instructed 
under Mr. Fenton, formerly bandmaster of 
H. M. 10th Regiment plays in its own quarters 
in Sbiba; and at that quiet hour its martial 
strains may be pleasantly heard by any who 
may be within a certain distance. We last 
night heard the band under the favouring 
circumstance of complete quiet, as we passed 
through Shiba just at the time it commenced 
to play ; aud we do not know to whom to give 
the higher praise;—to Mr. Fentou whose 
exertions most have been most indefatigable to 
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brio# his pupils to such a degree of excellence; 
or to th papils themselves who mast hare 
paid great attention to their teacher, and prac¬ 
tised well and patiently. The masic they 
played was ail of the march character, and the 
last of the three pieces they played the old 
Highland qaickstep " The garb of auld (foul" 
was played with each spirit as would haro 
warmed the heart and roased the coarago of 
aay soldier—let alone those of tho Black 
Watch, the 42nd Highlanders, who hare adopt¬ 
ed it as their regimental march, who certainly 
would hare been surprised to hear it played as 
it was last night by Japanese, who a few 
months ago nerer had a foreign musical instru¬ 
ment in their hand. We all remombor the first 
appearance of tho “ Sets urn a band " in the Pub¬ 
lic Oardsns, Yokohama : when they pla yed the 
two marches—“The Lincolnshire poacher 
the regimental march of the 10th Regiment, 
and.this ooe we hare mentioned above. Bat 
that was a performance by mere children as 
compared with the preeeat band. We heard 
sorns time since, that the great difficulty Mr. 
Fenton had to contend against, was, the chang¬ 
ing of the pupils. As soon as they made some 
little progress, it was supposod they ware caps- 
hie of teaching others, and so were removed for 
that purpose. We hare no hesitation in telling 
Mr. Fenton that apart from oue or two rough- 
oeMes of which in the general excellence we 
are unwilling to take further notice, the per¬ 
formance betrayed nothing of the kind. 

Tas Mix ado received a few days ago, all th# 
Chiji and 8atyi of Ken and Fu, at the imperial 
reeideoce (Kiusiu Yaehiki) and addressed a 
few words to them of which the following is 
the gist:— 

As yet I cannot consider the empire civilised, 
and te you I hare delegated the difficult task 
of civilizing it. The dntiee are very heavy, but 
yon Chiji and Sanji, most obey me and be in¬ 
dustrious in carrying ont my wishes. 

Tas Krrosceao, (Department of Religion), 
has published that six women whose names are 
given have been appointed preachers by the de¬ 
partment. Attention is to be paid te them as 


they M are rich in knowledge.” Even the ages 
of the ladies are given, and they range from 15 
to 57. We ehould fancy the juveniles parti¬ 
cularly safe religious guides, likely to have 
many followe rs. 

A Samooxai of Awomori Ken one of the 

officials—Shimosawe Yasiyoehi, has written to 

Kiyobusho a letter, which that depar tment has 

sent te the Niithin Shinjuhi for publication. 

In it, he states that among all tbs good 

to be obtained from foreign countries there 

is also some bad—bat the worst of all is 

• 

tho Christian religion. “ It is like s eoa of 
blood, aDd the only thing to keep it back is the 
holy Shinto religion.” It is his wish that this 
religion be made universal, and therefore, al¬ 
though he has an expensive family to support 
he has saved up two rios which he sends to the 
department, in hopes that although it is but as 
one hair in nine oxen, and one drop in an ocean, 
■till every little may help. 

Ox llth instant, the remains of Colonel 
Okosko of the Imperial Marines, were interred 
in the Takanawm Cemetery, the Naval band 
playing the Dead March in Saul at the head of 
the procession, and other ceremonies such as 
are observed at Military and Naval funerals 
in foreign countries, being followod. 

Okuxasho has notified, that all Persons deal¬ 
ing in silk must have a license, and that any 
one breaking this rule, will be punished. 


An unfortunate affair took place on the 12th 
instant, on board the British ship Eatlem Star. 
The chief officer in a drunken rage ill-treated 
one of the crew, who at length stabbed him 
with a knife and he died immediately. The 
medical evidence is that the wound was not 
sufficient of itself to cause death, which resulted 
from the bursting ot an aneurism, probably 
produced by the exatemout. The man is being 
tried for manalau ghter. 


9o strongly permeated is the whole popula¬ 
tion of the interior with tho prejudices of the 
past, that we are constantly hearing of difflcul- 
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tie* arising. Tlie trouble* lately described u 
obtaining in the Hojo Clan, hare not been put 
down, without an outbreak, which shew* the 
ruling passion. Yetas, who, our readers are 
aware, hare lately had all their disabilities 
removed, cannot be so quietly acknowledged by 
the people as they hare been by the Mikado. 
Several of them were recently captured by the 
mob, and actually about half a score were 
burnt. The authorities did all they could to 
put down the mob, but they did not succeed 
until they called in tho aid of the military 
from Osaka. All is quiet now; but in all pro¬ 
bability the ringleader, if ranght will himself 
be burnt. 


An accident of somewhat serious character 
happened on the 6th instant, to a man named 
8akata Denkirhi, who had bought a wooden 
box of cartridges, and in opening it with a 
hammer, he caused the caps to explode; and 
not only was he himself severely injured, but 
his wife and a friend also. They are terribly 
bnrnt, bat it is expected they will soon recover. 


One of the government ordero issued on the 
10th inst., by the Education Department, pro¬ 
vides, that in future no foreign teachers may 
be employed without a license All who sre 
so employed now, must be dispensed with at 
the end of the term of their engagement; and 
those who wish for re-employment must 
undergo an examination and obtain a license. 
But * the first thing that all schools must 
bear in mind is, that no teacher of the Chris¬ 
tian religion may be employed.” 


A max named Kawsnc Kozabnro, having 
been for a long time ill, on the 4th of thia 
month, committed suicide by hanging himself. 
His wife missed him for some time, and at 
length going upstairs, found him suspended by 
the neck, quite deed, and a letter on the 
mats at bis feet. The reason he gave for his 
set was a remarkable one. He said, that when 
he was 17 years of age he vowed to Buddha 
that if ho had not become famous by the time 


he reached 30 years of age, he would die. 
Having arrived at that age, and seeing no pros¬ 
pect of his attaining greatness he was ovei%>me 
with sorrow, sod determined to carry his vow 
into execution. Ha pathetically winds np his 
heroics with an appeal to his wifo to look 
after their children. 

Two nr, named Toyokichi and Jinsaburo, 
of the fanner class, formerly banished for rob¬ 
bery, having undergone their term of sonteoos, 
and on regaining their liberty returned to their 
previous dishonest ways, were lately brought 
up before Shihoaho (Judicial) and sentenosd to 
be hung; whish sentence has boon carried into 
execution. 


Ax attxkxt at murder was made a few days 
ago by one Tamajiro, a cake-seller in Yedo. 
He had soma timo ago married s respectable 
young woman, who found him to bo an idle 
worthless sot, and after enduring his often si ve¬ 
nom as long as she could, she applied to her 
father, who obtained for her a divorce. A few 
days ago, whilst going with a friend to a bath- 
boose, the wretched fellow from whom she had 
parted, . -shed forward from a place where he 
had been lying in wait, stabbed her in the 
back with a short sword, and fled. The woman 
with whom the poor wounded creature was, 
took her at once to her house, and obtained 
surgical assistance. The wound was found to 
be fully four inches deep, but happily no vital 
part was injured, and there are fair hopes of 
the woman's recovering. The police have se¬ 
cured the man, and he awaits his trial. 


A Yacht Racs took place on Saturday last 
at 3 p.m_, between Mr. Tripp's Sea lark, Mr. 
Galwey’s Sea Gull and Mr. Wake's Torment, 
for <30 each ; the course was round the Light 
Ship, Powder Hulks, wreck of tho America, 
and end opposite the Club. 

The Race ended as follows r 

Mr. Wake'* JVment . 1 

Mr. Galwey’* Sea Gull .. > 

Mr. Tripp'* Sea Lark . ... J 
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Tn MsTtflumo (boxes at the entrance to 
Court house*, to receive petition*, fce.) which 
were in all Fu and Ken, an henceforward 
abolished. 

KaUki-uohi. 

A kbbai of the daimio of Goto, named 
Matxxono-taUUra, and hit younger brother, 
Kebei, desired to revenge the murder of their 
father Ichiooahin, and searched for seven year* 
to And hia aMasain. 

The particulars of the caae are as follows:— 
8even yean ago, their father, while with the 
daimio in Yedo, had a dispute with a kerai of 
the same dan named Yamaguchi Kakutaro 
who, getting the wont of the argument, in a 
fit of paaaion killed him and then fled. At 
that lime the eldest brother was 17 years, the 
yoanger one, 14. According to the old cus¬ 
tom, the mother and ohildren requested and 
obtained the permission of their daimio to 
search for sod revenge the death of their 
fhther. They travelled all over the country; 
but oonld hear nothing of the man for six yean: 
at last, by ohanoe. last year they heard that he 
wsa now a priest in the temple called Taisiji 
in Yedo. They immediately went there, but 
were informed that he had left, sod gone to 
Kioto.' This was a great disappointment; but 
they determined to follow him, and went to 
Kioto. There, after banting a long time, 
they were told that he was in the temple 
called Genkuji. They started there; but were 
again disappointed; for the head priest in¬ 
formed them that he had left a month since 
for Osaka. By way of getting aorae further 
information, Tatatxura told the priest that he 
waa the yonnger brother of Kakutaro, and 
desired muoh to meet him. The old man, 
thinking this was true, then said “ hs is no 
longer called Kakutaro, but goes by the name 
of Zenrn." This information obtained, he 
started in a ferry-boat down to Osaka, and as 
lack would have it, heard from some one on 
board that a man of that name and answer¬ 
ing to his description was in Osaks, and that 
he was oo more a prieat, bat poor and like- a 
beggar. But still the avenger of blood was not 
auooessfol; for, although he went in every 


hole and oorner of Osaka, he oould not find 
him. The brothers were now at a loes what 
to do, and by chance went sooth, in the direc¬ 
tion of Simonoeeki, when, on ooming to a town 
named Bingo Fukuyama, they beheld a num¬ 
ber of soldiers drilling in a field, and drawing 
near to watch their movements, the brothers 
saw in the rank* their long sought for enemy* 
Immediately Tatatsur* went up to the com¬ 
manding officer, and, telling his story, pointed 
out the man and requested permission to kill 
him. This desire was not complied with. The 
officer informed him he was very sorry, bat 
only a few day* since a notification waa issnei 
by the Government forbidding any one fnvra 
Informing kataki-uebi (avenging bloodshed). 
This was a sad blow, as he had then to make 
formal application to have the mao arrested. 
This application was made; but in the mcaa- 
timo Kakutaro managed to desert. So the 
matter rests, with the exception that the Gov¬ 
ernment are taking active measures to have 
him arrested and on the notice boards in 
Yokohama and all over the country reward* 
are offered fur his aporehension. They also 
describe the occurrence and are read with 
great interest by huadreds every day. 

\ certain woman, name and address given in 
(he daily manuscript newspaper of Tokei, jumped 
off the Obashi, or great bridge, into the river. 
Pour police fished out (he would-be suicide, 
resuscitated her, with ths aid of a doctor, and 
called upon her guardian, who was her brother- 
iu-law, to take care of her. To be brought back 
to life by policemen, and consigned to reoeive 
reluctant rice and daikon from an unwilling 
brother-in-law is not so romantic as being 
picked up, and made the subject of a poem, 
—supposing Japanese Tom Hoods be plentiful, 
who could easily write. “ Take her up ten¬ 
derly ” etc., but perhaps the damsel will think 
better of it, and the brother-in-law may treat her 
so kindly that she will never jump off bridges 
again. 


Ons or the last mercantile novelties iu the 
capital, is the sale of bread in the streets. For 
several months past, regular bakeries have been 


Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




24 


THE FAR EAST 


established in different pert* of the city, and 
very good bread has been baked, and served to 
those wishing to cultivate foreign tastes, and to 
support their life on the foreigner's staff. Bis¬ 
cuits and cakes too, have been sold from the 
cake stands in the street for many months past. 
Evidently there is a demand for the new delicacy. 
It is sold either in large loaves, or in slices. The 
vendor does not always seem to understand the 
cause of its hardening, or if he does his cus¬ 
tomers do not seem to care much about it. 
Some of the loaves exposed for sale are 
covered with a mould that would be of a rich 
green color, but for the great quantity of dost 
with which it is mingled. Neither of these addi¬ 
tions seem to blunt the keen appetites of those 
who are determined to be fashionable and eat 
the foreigner's food, and so, the green and dusty 
slices are toasted brown, and sell like hot cakes. 
The addition of the native soy, though aJding 
rest to the new luxury, according to Japanese 
taste, woukl hardly be deemed an improvement 
by those used to lubricating the staff ot life with 
butter. This latter luxury is not yet in de nand 
among the natives notwithstanding the large 
number of cowe and dairies in the capital. 


Tuehb was a grand review of the Imperial 
Marines and the Marine Artillery, in the Bar¬ 
rack Square, Ycdo, on Monday last, the 23rd 
iustant IILa Majesty the Mikado was present, 
and was evidently, exceedingly well pleased at 
the manner and precision with which every¬ 
thing was done. The march past, firing, skir¬ 
mishing, Ac., would have done no discredit to 
a foreign regiment, and Lieut. Ha wee R.M.A. 
well merited the honour conferred on him in 
being presented to the Emperor, at His Majesty’s 
desire, by the Minister of Marine. The band, 
(which, if it goes on improving as it is now 
doing, will soon be entitled to the title of 
“excellent"), of the Marinoe did its duty 
throughout the proceedings, and to Mr. Fenton 
the iudefatignhlo Band master, the honour of a 
presentation to His Majesty was also accorded. 


A armors geological phenomenon might now 
be witnessed by sdontists, if they could only get 
to see it, at a village called Naka-no-mata 
mors in the Eaahiwazaki Ken. A former tri¬ 
butary to the river Niahiyagawa has been dry 
for some centuries, and fieldaculrivated in its 
bed. It has now suddenly broken out again as 
s rapid torrent, drained the wells of the locality 
and ruined a monastery. From our translation 
it would seem that it disappears again in the 
earth, and the inhabitants, looking upon it us 
dangerous, inform the Okurasho. 

Political Ruonree are the latest novelty. 
A good man in Shimane Ken, named Mochida, 
appears to have visited Tokei (Yedo) and re¬ 
turned from the capital with a bundle of news¬ 
papers, which have since furnished the subjects 
of evening dissertations to his assembled re¬ 
lations on the progress of Japan. The anthori- 
tiee, seemingly are delighted with this, and 
have recommended the central government to 
reward him. 


A Japanese junk owned by an Ariwatarigori 
merchant has been ran down by the P. M. 
8. 8. Co.'s Steamer OrBgonian in the sea of 
8oshu Miura at 10 o’clock p.m., the 26th inst. 
The junk endeavoured to avoid the eteamer, 
but had not sufficient time to get oat of her 
path. The crew consisting of four men were 
rescued—they were not doomed to become 
food for fishes—but the cargo of tea wm 
entirely lost. The junk was on her way from 
8himidxu-no-minato to Yokohama. 


The birth of another monstrosity is reported 
from Dai-ean-dsi km A cow belonging to a 
farmer named Yedo-ritaro gave birth to a calf 
with a second head growing from the left side 
of the neck. It died within an hoar after its 
birth. 


Printed and pnblubed far tbe proprietor by 
JAMAS K. ANGLIN, at tbs “Japan Gazette” 
Printing Ofioe, A’e. 87, Main Street, Tebebams, 
Japan. 
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A PERSONAL NARRATIVE 


. VJf WAS horn in the province of 
^ Elchiren at a village near the city 
«f Foohui in the year 1853. My 
father was a aaiaourai of the clan, 
f famous as a toucher of sword exer¬ 
cise, and io this accomplishment I made con¬ 
siderable progress from ray earliest years. 
At the age of 10, I was adopted by a gentle¬ 
man, who took me to Kioto. lie held office 
in the household of the Tyooon ; and when 
Iyeraochi came to Kioto, he asked my adopt¬ 
ed father to bring me to the castle some- 
times, to play. This was my introduction to 
the palace. I never received the appoint¬ 
ment of page to the Tycoon, but I for some 
time filled the duties, and during the period 
that elapeed between the death of lyfanochi 
and the fall of the Tyooonate, I aaw much 
that will probably be of intoreat to the 
readers of the Far Etui 


Iyeraochi was but a youth when he was 
appointed to the office, which was in 1858, 
after the death of his predecessor who had 
died shortly after receiving the letter of the 
President of the United Sts toe whioh had 
been brought by Commodore Perry. 

Iyeraoohi was the eon of the Prinoo of 
Kiishin, one of the G>sank6 —or three royal 
houses—Mito, Owari and Kii, from whom 
alone the selection oould be made. He 
married the sister of the Mikado, Kadsumia, 
a most amiable princess, of about the same 
age as himself. 

The first time I aaw him was in the year 
1866. My adopted father was Oaoba Go- 
yoniu*—tbs head of all the pages, an impor¬ 
tant office—inasmuch as in addition to the 
supervision of all departments of the palaoe, 
the duty included that of personal private 
attendant on the Tyooon, and the oonveyanoe 
to him of all communications from the Goro- 

• Bqslrslent to Lord Chsmb rlsia 
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jio. Ia those day* too, it «u neoee«>ry for 
all doimioe to reside in Yedo daring a portion 
of every year, and on their arrival they were 
expected to attend at the oastle to offer their 
feliatatioae to the Tyoooa, and preeeat the 
offering* they invariably brought from their 
provinoee. It woe the business ot my adopted 
father to introduoe theee high viaitore; and 
of course he woe held in great consideration 
accordingly. 

I van never at the oostle in Yedo. It waa 
when the Tyoooa went to Kioto that I first 
was taken to the palace in that city—the 
famous castle of Nijfi, of which the readers 
of the Far East have heard, as having been 
the reeidenoe of Nubutado the aon of Nobu- 
naga, in the-16th oeatury. 

My entrance to the palace was the result 
of an order from the Tyoooa to my adopted 
father to bring me, that he might eee me; 
and I, being at the time about IS years of 
age, was admitted by the private entrance 
leading to the ladies' quarters. I shall never 
forget the first emotions I experienced on my 
entranoe. I was met by numerous young 
snd beautiful female attendants, who lod me 
into the royal preeenoe in the ladies’ palace. 
At that time Kadxumia had not arrived. I 
found lyemochi without any kind of etate, 
seated on a heavily embroidered silk f tong, 
and although the room was, like all other 
Japanese rooms, without any great amount 
of furniture, yet to my young vision, every¬ 
thing bore the aspect of richness and superio¬ 
rity. The Tycoon was in his manner won¬ 
derfully gentle and kind, and treated me so 
ooadeeoendingly, that I felt I oould devote 
my life to his eervioe and never leave him. 
He spoke to me familiarly, and seemed satis¬ 
fied with me; for he asked me to oome and 
amuse myself in the palsoo precincts when¬ 
ever I liked, and gave orders to my father 
accordingly; and this invitation was consi¬ 
dered as a command, which it would have 
been impolite and ill-mannered not to obey. 
I went many times, but I did not always see 
the Tyooon. Invariably I was reoeived in 
the ladies' palace, and tea and eweetmeats 
were offered to me, according to the Japanese 
custom, but never ia the presence of Uis 


Highness. After a short time lyemochi was 
called to Choehiu by the troubles in that 
province. He left for Aki, and I remaining 
in Kioto never saw him again, as he was 
seised with illqpaa on the way. and proceeded 
to Osaka, where he died. Previous to his 
death, I left Kioto for Yedo where my true 
father and brothers were anxious to see me. 
After a stay of some months I returned to 
Kioto, and was presented by my adopted 
father to Yoehihisa—better known by for¬ 
eigners as Stote'bashi, sad by Japanese as 
Keiki. I never spoke of or to him then by 
his name. The term most generally used 
was Goeea,—literally Your Majesty or Your 
Highness—pronounoed exactly as the same 
word signifying food. From this lime I was 
very much at the palace—Wakaaa yashiki 
—about four oho distant from the castle of 
Nijo where the former Tyooon had resided. 
I was now instructed in the duties of a page 
to his highness, but never regularly reoeived 
the appointment; nor did I actually take up 
my permanent quarters in the palace. My 
duties were to ooavey all messages to and 
from his highness, to make tea for him—an 
art. which has to be learnt, and only few 
attain to perfection—and generally to attend 
upon him in turn with other pages. 

When first I was honoured by being in¬ 
troduced to him, I was aooompanied by a 
young friend about my own age. I was, as 
before, taken into the ladies’ quarters, where 
the Tycoon was seated ; and to my astonish¬ 
ment and delight he filled a cup with wine for 
me with hie own hand. There may have been 
about ten ladies present, the remainder being 
in their own apartments. They were all 
beautiful and noble looking—different to any 
I had ever seen before, except in the castle 
of Nijo. His Highness, as I wee about to 
depart, asked me to write a verse of poetry 
in large Chinese characters ; and one of the 
ladies haring gracefully brought and handed 
to me the twUurt or writing materials, I wrote 
five or six verses. His Highness, however, 
did not allow me to go at onoe, but oonde- 
soeudingly took me to the lake where was a 
boat used by him for his diversion, and he 
rowed me about for some little time. He 
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also fished with a net, and shewed me how 
to throw it. Afterward* he **w a hawk 
making beautiful circle* in the air, and 
haring a revolver with him, he fired at 
and killed it. From thia I discovered the 
truth of the report I had heard of his extra¬ 
ordinary skill with the pistol. I have often 
seen him shoot since, and very rarely did he 
mis* his mark. 

ITe was so kind that I love to dwell upon 
his goodness. Before I left he gave me a 
foreign musical box, several sheets of foreign 
paper—at that time comparatively rare among 
Japanese, a gun, and the hawk which he had 
shot; and I returned home literally laden 
with hie favours. Such was my first experi¬ 
ence of Keiki-sama On my return home, 
my adopted father wa* quite rejoiced to find 
bow greatly I had been honoured, and it 
served as a theme of conversation for long 
afterward*. Many times afterwards I went 
to the palace, and was always treated in the 
same generous manner by the Tyooon, as 
well as by the ladies and all the household. 

These were halcyon dav% for me. I had 
an eminent Chineee scholar to instruct me, 
and I loved to receive hia praises for my 
progress and industry. I went to see every¬ 
thing that was of note in the metropolis, 
either for its beauty, ita antiquity or its 
historical associations; and it Beamed as if 
life was all sunshine. Especially when I 
look back upon it do I see a bright broad 
path of light illumining that period, throwing 
all that was before it and that followed into 
the deeper darkness. My adopted father 
treated me with boundless affection, and my 
future seemed marked out in a bright and 
happy career; but it was not to last for 
ever, as I shall have occasion to *hew. 

Aa I increased tho number of my visita. 
I found myself gradually and almost insensi¬ 
bly performing the duties of a page. It is 
hard to describe to those unacquainted with 
Japanese habits, what these duties were; 
but they will be better understood if I state 
what was the usual routine of life in the 
palace. 

The Tycoon generally rose about 8 o’clock 
in the mcroing, and at once performed his 


toilet, one of the pages dressing his hair for 
him every day. The strings with which his 
hair was bound were of course new every 
moroing, and he nover wore anything twice. 
I distinctly wish to be understood that I do 
not mean that his underclothing only waa 
now, but overy portion of bis dress, whioh 
was principally of the richoet silk. Of course 
hi* sleeping apartment was in the palace of 
ladies. Having fiuished hia toilet he took a 
simple breakfast. Seven or eight ten (small 
tables about a foot or 18 inches square and 
8 or 9 inches high—beautifully lacquered) 
wore placed before him. each with some kind 
of fish or condiment upon it All kinds of 
food, brought from every portion of the 
empire, found a place here, and he generally 
took bis morning meal by himself. Unfor¬ 
tunately hie wife was not with him in Kioto, 
having remained in Tedo when he accom¬ 
panied Iyemochi south. 

At 10 o’clock, he would go to the Court, 
and see his gorogio or ministers and attend 
to business of the empire. At noon he 
usually went to the palace of male attendants, 
and proceeded to amuse himself. He was a 
very clever sportsman as well as an excellent 
equestrian ; and the next few hours were 
devoted to such enjoyment*. He was fond 
of shooting with bow and arrow, as well as 
with the gun, and was a first rate hawker. 
About 3 or 4 o'clock be returned to the 
ladies' palace, and there recreated himself 
until the evening. If the weather wa* very 
warm, the ladies fanned him while he enjoy¬ 
ed his dolet far nitni*. About six o'clock he 
dined, the display of food at this meal being 
very great and splendidly laid oat. He 
dinod by himself, his ladies attending upon 
him, often to the number of twenty or even 
more. Dinner was generally prolonged to 
between 10 and 1i o'clock, after which he 
eoon retired for the night Occasionally, but 
not often, ho was entertained with music— 
but tho samisen was not allowed to be played 
in the palace, as it wa* considered too ootn- 
mon and vulgar. The Koto and many other 
instruments were used; some of them, I 
know, lees appreciated by foreigners than by 
Japanese; but a large proportion of my 
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countrymen think of the foreign bends whet 
foreigners think of ours— that their music is 
unmitigated noise. Iu this opinion I do not 

■hare. 

8uch was the current life from day to dsy 
in the palace. But it roost be remembered 
that I am writing of the time when the 
Tokugawa power was in the last stage of 
decay. All even then seemed splendid to 
me, and 1 hare often thought since, what 
most it have been in its glory P 

From what I have said it will be pretty 
well understood how I was occupied when 
I went to the palace. Although myself not 
of a strong physique, yet I had been taught 
sword exercise by my father from my earliest 
years. I was therefore by no means con¬ 
temptible as a competitor in eucb play. I 
was also a fair handler o! the spear and bow 
and arrow—but unless especially invited, 
I never presumed to exhibit my powers in 
ths palace. One of the Tjooon’a greatest 
enjoyments, end in which he was very skil¬ 
ful, waa Dakiu (hockey on horseback), and in 
thia he would ask some of the pages to join 
hia game. He would also occasionally order 
them to shoot with him—but this more 
rarely. I am not an accomplished horseman, 
hut the little 1 know, he taught me. 

Whilst such was the superficial life in the 
palaoe, we all knew that there was a load on 
the mind of our master, which it required a 
determined man to bear. Although we were 
in his presence so constantly we did not hear 
much of what was going on in the govern¬ 
ment. There were times when he seemed 
more disturbed than at others, but, as a rule, 
he was calm aod incommunicative. I cannot 
now think that his life oould have been 
happy—for he bad no companions. Even a 
daimio was looked upon as so immeasurably 
hia inferior that for them to associate was 
impossible. A daimio entering bis presence 
must bow his bead to tbe floor, and remain 
in that position throughout the interview; 
consequently none oould be invited to eat 
with him; and all be saw of them or any 
other person was strictly as a matter of state 
business; and crowded with etiquette. 


I well remember the excitement in Kioto 
as the time approached for openiug Osaka 
and Hiogo to foreigners. I waa but 16 years 
old, and yet I fully reoollect that my preju¬ 
dices against foreigners were as strong as 
those of others of my countrymen. I never 
heard tbe Tycoon make any remark about 
them ; although I was present when at Osaka 
tbe French Minister visited him, and re¬ 
ceived a sword with the Tokugawa badge a» 
a gift, which be immediately transferred to 
hia sword belt and wore as hs left the palaoe. 
I also wss present when an English photo¬ 
grapher from one of ths English men-of-war, 
was invited to take the Tyoooo's portrait, 
and I had the honour of receiving a copy of 
the portrait, in conjunction with my adopted 
father. I have it still. I do not think I was 
present at the reoeption of the English 
Minister, although I reoollect the oocaaion. 

Towards the end of the first year of Meiji, 
when we were ail looking for tho day on which 
the ports should be opened, things began to 
assume a very remarkable aspect. 

Messengers were oonsUnlly entering and 
leaving the pal see, and interviews were 
accorded at all hours to prinosa or their 
karoo. We knew that things were assuming 
a dangerous shape, and yet it did not seem 
likely that there oould be any attempt to 
overthrow the rule of the Tyooon. I do not 
mean to 6ay that bis highness shewed no 
anxiety, for he certsinly did on more thau 
one occasion give evidence of the doubts he 
was euduring; but I cannot think he really 
apprehended a forcible downfall Looking 
back to those occurrences, aud knowing mu<-b 
more now than I did then of what was 
moving around me, I fancy he would not 
have been sorry had he been himself tne 
means of introducing the ohanges which have 
taken place; but to be honest, I did not 
think much about such things in thoee days. 
A moat extraordinary calm prevailed in Kioto 
for two or three days before the. war com¬ 
menced. All tho people foresaw that a greet 
struggle was imminent, and they shut up 
their housee and did not attempt to do any 
business. 
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It wan in the month of January 1868, that 
Koiki privately left Kioto castle. (Nij6), to 
which he had changed hie residence, and 
went down to Osaka. Qe rode on horeebaek 
acoompanied by very few aitendanta who 
were also on horae*. lie arrived at Osaka 
castle in aufoty, very early in the morning of 
the following day, and a conference took 
place with hi* officer* aa to the teat course to 
pursue. Some urged that ho should return 
the power committed to him. into the ha nda 
of theEinperor (as I believe he had previous* 
It done but the Mikado would not aoerpt 
hie resignation); whilst others advised ibat 
he should place himself at the head of the 
uumeioua clans who Weie fttillilul to him, 
and fight the clans who were raining tie 
rebellion. The clans Satsuma, Lhoebiu and 
Tosa wera the chief of the disaffected ; and 
we knew that it was smbition on the part of 
the SaUutna clan that was working most 
potently against our master, 

The Tycoon had not been many days in 
Osaka, when he received a command from 
the M kudo to return to Kioto, and prepara¬ 
tions were made to go with a large and 
powerful force. The van had atarted, but it 
would be yet four days before the entire 
army had left the castle, end the Tycoon wee 
to arcompeny the last. On the Tan reaching 
Fushimi, they met with the advanced guard 
of the three clans, who uppnsed their pee¬ 
rage through the town. Whilst tho collo¬ 
quy was proceeding, a tremendous volley of 
lilies was heard, and bullets flew like hail¬ 
stones from both aides of a bamboo grove, j 


The battle wae in favour of the three claae. 
In the midst of it a moat lamentable defalca¬ 
tion took place. The Todo clan who had 
been located in Fuahimi, went over to the 
enemy end fought againet their comrades. 
The great progenitor ol this family had been 
one of the moat faithlul follower* of Iyeyas, 
and no one would have thought it poaaible for 
such a base deeertion to take place. I had 
gone to 0>»ha with my adopted father when 
he went there with the Tycoon ; I wea there¬ 
fore en eye wilntee of what was going on. 
Immediately on bearing of the battle and the 
defeat of hiA troop, Keiki gave oideie to 
prepare fur hie departure lor Yedo. My 
adopted laiher thereloie hurriedly secured a 
boat fiom a boathouse near Shinsei Bushi; 
and in this IIis Highness made the beet of 
bis way to the ships in harbour. W e heard 
that he and tome of hia Gorogio and officers 
had reached the Kai la* ilaru in safety; 
aud that steam had at once been got up, and 
tLe course shaped for Yedo. 

All our troubles began now ; and for my 
own part I escaped I hardly know how. My 
adopted faiher accompanied His High news, 
end I wea left alone in the castle. Panic >eiied 
on most of the soldiers. I saw many hoses 
of treasure each with 1,000 rioe, hut no one 
at first thought of (eking thro.—all thought 
only of their ow n lives. At length one officer, 
cooler than ti e re»t, gave orders to all the 
tuldiere to make the beet of their way to 
Kiisbiu, end the treasure hoses were taken 
to deli ay the espnace of the journey. The 
ladies of the court bed been sent to Yedo by 


This was the commencement of the civil w ar, sea some days before-the outbreak ; so there 

m,d that dny many were killed and wounded. was no fear on their account. The soldiers 

Tho news of the fight quickly spread, and of of the three dans arrived quickly in Osaka, 

M'Uise the Tycoon heard of it. That day and taking possession of the castle which had 

his highness eras grunting an audience to been set on fire by ihe Tokugawa samourai, 

a karoo of one of the chief daimios who bad proceeded to ransack it, whilst some wen! to 

joined what wee afterwards known aa the the residence* of the foreign mioister*. which 

Kwengun party, aid the karoo was urging they found deserted. I escaped to Sakai, to 

him lo shew a hold front, and guaranteed the house of a relative; and though it might 

that not a sword should be drawn againet be supposed that no notice would be taken of 

him. All of a sudden, a messenger hastened a boy of 16 years of age, yet I had not long 

in and announced that the battle of Fuahimi been in the house, before some Tosa soldiers 

bad been fought; and immediately all was arrived and proceeded to search it. 1 fled 

ia oonfusion. ' and got iufo a fishing boat dose to the light 
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beaooo. The fishermen had happened to 
empty the well of the boat, end into thie tome 
other Munonrei end I equeased ourselves 
end drew the boerde across the top eo ee to 
•roid eaepicion. I hed left Oseke with the 
clothes I etood op in. All my effect* I hed 
left behind; bat my money, of which I hed 
elweye e liberal supply, I hed secured in 
bundle* whioh I carried round my wa'st. 
We made en agreement with the fisher¬ 
men to take os to Yoahida, now oelled 
Toyoheahi; about 130 water ri from Sakai. 
It is needless to tell of the suffering* we 
endured iu that little boat. The sea was 
rery rough, and we were never dry; 
always one or other of us having to bail out 
the water with a small booket. When we 
raaohed our destination we heard dreadful 
report* of the massacre of Tokugawa troops 
by their opponents; many of which proved to 
be true. I, however, was in comparative 
safety, and I need say no more about myself. 

The Tycoon arrived in Yedo, and after 
oonaultation with his counsellor*, he deter¬ 
mined to submit implicitly to the Mikado, 
and to retire to Uyeno, where the graves of 
his anoeetor* would surround him. He gave 
order* that all his supporters should follow 
his example, and yield obedienoe to the Em¬ 
peror. Thia was variously judged by different 
minds; but it obtained from many who would 
have shed the last drop of their blood for him 
and bis cause, the strongest condemnation. 
He was ordered to leave Yedo and remain at 
Sumpti, and thither be repaired at onoe. He 
has ever since maintained perfect piivacy, 
and no sign has yet been given of even the 
probability of his return to public life. It 
has many times been reported that govern¬ 
ment have made proposals to him; but I 
doubt their having done anything of the 
kind ; and I hope that should any attempt! be 
made to induce him to re-enter on political 
life he will oontinue to resist them. 

He lives in retirement indeed ; but he is 
still surrounded by thousands of Tokugawa 
hata-moto and eamourai; and although I am 
sure he is too loyal to his oountry to disturb 
its present tranquillity, yet one signal from 
him would call to his standard a very formid. 


able following. Among the dhange* that 
have taken place, the neoeeeity for providing 
for the dependents of the Tokugawa dynasty 
suggested that those who were oompetent end 
willing to be useful to government should be 
allowed to transfer their allegiance to Tokei- 
fti—and thus a large number are now loyal 
•objects of the new order of things: but 
throughout the empire, there are still some 
who refuse to serve any but the old house. 

On the retirement of Keiki, a boy of eight 
years old named Kamenoske the adopted 
•on of Tayeyaa of Kiishin was appointed the 
head of the Tokugawa ; but as all the old ranks 
have been abolished, he like other deimios is 
now only Kasoku—e nobleman. His present 
title is Shi imam mi Chiuju, and the present 
private name of Keiki same is Iohido 

THE GOLD Elf LAOQUDL 

About ten yean ago, the most honorable 
business among the mechanics of Yedo was that 
of gold lacqnerer. When the daughter of a 
daimio was married, it wae customary to 
present her with a kango, a quantity of 
toilet articles and boxea, all having the family 
mong or device in gold on blaok or other 
lacquer. As this portion of the lady’s outfit 
was oonsidered very important, the artiste in 
gold laoquer were not permitted to do them 
at their own houses, but had to go to the 
yaskikis and work there; it being under¬ 
stood that their oharge, however exorbitant, 
should not be disputed. They were great 
people in their own way, and always wore 
silk clothes on such oooasiona, because ootton 
clothes were suppoeed to damage so 6oe an 
article. At home they had beautiful houses, 
generally with two or three fireproof ware¬ 
houses, and several apprentices wefe invariably 
there learning the business. It was a profes¬ 
sion which was held in suoh esteem that even 
the learners of the trade used to refuse to be 
adopted into the families of flourishing mer¬ 
chants, because the profits of the gold lac- 
querera were so ample. But sinoe the changes, 
there it no longer any demand for these valu¬ 
able articles, and the trade has sunk iuto 
total decay. To such an extent is thia the 
case, that actually some who tea years ago 
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lookm! forward to a profitable career in thie 
business. are now drawing jin-riki-shas. 
Of old a skilful artist could lacquer with gold 
aa many ae 300 badges in a single day ; and 
a* this lacquer was always in demand, they 
were never idle. There are atill a few gold 
lacqtterera in the empire, but they have very 
little |patronage. Mere common lacquorors are 
plentiful aud a different class entirely from the 


workers in gold. The latter had special rales 
for their business, and it was quite a difficult 
thiug to become apprenticed to them. Some 
of the finest specimens of their workmanship 
are now in Europe, and oil 'lit to command 
high prices; for the original cost here was. 
for the reasons above staled, very great, and 
the doily increasing rarity should enhance the 
value. 


KOTONOKI. 

GENEALOGY OF THE EVtl’EKORS. 
(Continued from page 8.) 


K OWTOKU, the 37th generation from 
Jimnu Ton no, was the first who for¬ 
bade the sale of land. He also caused a 
bridge for the first time to be made across 
the river Ujikawa. In hia reign also funeral 
ritea were fixed and it was forbidden for one 
person to die for the sake of another, which 
had previously tieen esteemed a groat virtue. 
A solemn ceremony was also appointed for 
Xew Year’s day; and the ranks of government 
officers and of the |>eople generally were fix¬ 
ed. The epoch ofTuikawos succeeded by 
Ilukuchi—a large snowy heron from Choshiu 
being offered to the gods. 

The 38th Emperor was Saimoi Tenno. Soon 
after his accession, a friend of Arima the 
Emperor's nearest relation, revolted against 
him ; but being taken prisoner he was be¬ 
headed. Tho Emperor then sent an expedi¬ 
tion to Ashibase country, and completely sub 
jugated it; receiving from it as tribute three 
living white bears, and tho skins of seventy 
dead ones. Heturning, he paid a visit to 
Toss, in the island of Shikoku (Sikok'}, 
and was lodged in the palace of Asakuru ; 
where he died. 

Tencbi Tenno, the 39th ruler, succeeded. 
It was in this reign that a brave Japanese 
general named Atsumi invaded Iliyakusai* 
with a fleet of 170 vessels; and was so suc¬ 
cessful that he deposed the ruler and usurped 
his powers. In the following year he ad¬ 
vanced to *Shinra, and took or deatroyed 

• Part of Corea. 


many castles and strongholds. An appeal was 
made to China (Kara as it was then called) 
for assistance to expel At-mrai aud his army ; 
aud an immense force was sent in a very 
short timo. A aeries of bloody battles were 
fought, and gradually the invaders were 
driven back step by step, and at length were 
obliged to return to Japan; but not without 
insisting upon Hiyukusai acknowledging its 
condition as a tributary state. 

It wus in tho 10th year of this reign that 
! Daijokuan (the Imperial Council or O iveru- 
mont) wns firxt established, and a Prince of 
Otomo. a relative of the Mikado, was invest¬ 
ed us its chief with the title of Daijo D.iijin 
i (officer of highest rank in the Court of 
; Emperor—Prime Minister). 

In this period too, the practise was first 
introduced of striking the hour upon the 
large bells of temples, the time being mea¬ 
sured by a clepsydra (water glass ) 

Tho 40th Emperor was Tcmrnu Tenno. 
who no souuer found himself in the posses¬ 
sion of powor, than he discovered that he 
wus also surrounded by enemies. A prince 
of Ohiiuu collected a large force and designed 
to destroy him at his residence of Yoshino. 
The Emperor narrowly escaped ; and calling 
out his troops gave the ootmnaud to Taka- 
shiuo. A terrible battle was fought at Seda, 
which ended in the complete dnfoat and total 
rout of Otomo; who, fiudiug no means of 
renewing the conflict, retired to a mountain 
and fell upon his sword, and so died. This 
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ie still alluded to as "the disturbance be¬ 
tween Temmu and Otomo. 

During tbia reign many severe atorraa, 
earthquakes and other miraculous events took 
plaoe, which hid been previously uaknowu. 
It is said that, ioe (hail atones) as large as 
peaches fell in the hottest seasons. The 
reigo was also marked by the ooinage of 
silver money; and the boundaries of each 
province were fixed. 

In the 13th year of this E operor, and on 
the 10th month. (11-12th month foreign 
computation), au awful sound like drums 
reverberated in the eastern direction. On 
the seoond day, the earth shook aad moun¬ 
tains fell to pieoes. The sea, rivers and lakes 
overt) iwed, aad hundreds of thousands of 
human beings and animals lost thsir livss. 
So tmny awe-inspiring events euooeoled 
each other all over the Empire that the epoch 
was changed to Saiohiu. Toe E operor died 
shortly after these coavulsious of nature had 
erased; and for a time the E apresa msuagsd 
the publio affairs. She was the second 
daughter of the preceding E operor, and a 
woman of intellect and warm and generous 
instincts. She ruled so well aad eo justly 
that to this day her wisdom is extolled. 

The 41«t Enperor was Jitou Tenno, who 
after an uneventful reign of seven years left 
the throne to M > obu Tenno, the 42nd in 
descent from Jinmu. In his reign, a now 
mode of disposing of the dead was aloptei — 
tu., by ore-nation. The first corpse eo dealt 
with was that of Jitou Tenno. The annual 
sacrifice and festival in honour of Oonfuoiui, 
was also established in the Kioto university 
at thia period. 

Genko-in wae the 43rd Mikado; aad he 
changed the epoch to Wat>. Ia the second 
year of his reign he removed the oepital to 
Nara. In his fourth year he divided Oibiu 
into two province!. Oihiu and Down, besides 
making other important local changes. There 
was nothing further of importance in his 
reiga nor ia th >»e of the next thirty eix of his 
succoieors. Kor the sake of regularity we 
will name them and let them paas 


44, 8homu. 

62. Reiseo. 

45. Ktk’-in. 

63, Tongue. 

46, Unite. 

61, Kuwasea. 

47, Shotoku. 

65, Ichijono-in. 

48, K ijin. 

66, Sanjo-in. 

49. Kuwanma. 

67, G>-iohi-jo-in. 

60. Kajd. 

68, Go-jogakuno-in. 

81, Saga. 

69, Go-rai-in-xen. 

52, Jumwo. 

70, Goaanjo-in. 

53, Nim-miyo. 

71, Sbirakawa-in. 

54. Mmtoku. 

72, Hnrikawa-in. 

55, Sat wa. 

73, Tobano-in. 

56, Yoxei. 

74, Jutoku-in. 

57. K5ko. 

75, Konye-in. 

58, Uta. 

76, Goshirakawa-in. 

89, Diigo. 

77, Nijo-in. 

60, Shiuja-kuno-in. 

76, R>kujo-in. 

61, Mura Ksmi. 

79, Takakura-in. 


Of all these it need only be mentioned that 
the 49th emperor Kuwanmu removed the 
imperial residence to Tamashiro in Kioto, and 
from that d ty this city has continued to be 
the metropolis of the empire. 

The 80th e nperor was Antoku (A.D. 1181) 
daring whose reign many most important 
events took place—events more or lees fami¬ 
liar to all readers, and whioh have borne 
fruit to the present day. Indeed with this 
emperor the modern history of Japan com¬ 
mences. 

The great struggle between the Minamoto* 
and Hof families both of whom had done the 
state stout service had commenced about thirty 
years before this. Most of the later emperors 
had been obliged to resign, in ooosoquenoe of 
the incessant intrigues against them, and 
when Antoku came to tho throne, the emperor 
Gishirakawa, hie grandfatner, was still 
living and taking an active part in the go¬ 
vernment. Takakara-in was also living, and 
in the 4th year of Antoku, Minsmoto Tori- 
misa raise 1 a rebellion against the regnant 
sovereign in favour of his retired predecessor. 
This was speeJily put down ; a bloody battle 
having been fought on tho banks of the famous 
river Ujtgawa between tho armies support¬ 
ing the riv.1 princes. Takakura-in himself 
was in the battle, and had got olear of the 

• or flan. 

t or Taira. 
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crowd and con fuwon of the strife, when a 
stray arrow found him out and stretched him 
& corpse on the field. Yorimasa was also 
killc-1 a few month* later. Kiomori the chief 
of the He or Taira clan, one of the most am¬ 
bitious, clorarest and most unscrupulous men 
of renown in Japanese history, tried to remove 
the capital to Fukuwara—but in this he did 
not succeed. 

And now appears on the scene that threat 
name which forms a landmark on the event¬ 
ful story of the empire. 

Yoritomo was the eon of Yorimasa who 
fell in the battle of Ujigawa. By the death of 
two elder brothers, he became the chief of the 
Minamoto party ; and he and his two younger 
brothers Yoshitzune and Noriyori were 
looked to as the barrier against the en¬ 
croachments of Kiomori. He had been oblig¬ 
ed to fly after the death of his father, to 
Idzu, where for a long time he remained 
virtually deported. Ho had been placed in 
charge of Hnjo Tokimasa, and becoming ena¬ 
moured of his daughter, married her ; and 
she proved a worthy consort of such a man. 

A loiter was conveyed to Yoritomo from 
the old emperor Goehirakawa, calling upon 
him to do his utmost to upset the power of 
Kioinori ; and he immediately set himself 
with all his might to obey. 

He sent a me*<age to his brother Yoahi- 
tzune asking him to assist. A small army 
of 300 men was raised in Idzu and with theee 
Yoritomo fought at Ishibashi-yama an army 
sent against him by Kiomori, amounting to 
nearly 3,000 men. He was defeated ; but 
it was bis first and lost defeat. He fled 
to the mountafnous region of Hakona. 
After many perils he reached the coast at 
Numadzuru and passed to Awa in a small 
boat. HU brother Yoehitzune had mean, 
while arrived with a small army at Kama¬ 
kura—then a small fishing village. 

Yoritomo now launched boldly oat, sending 
to all the member* of the Minamoto clan to 
assemble on a site near where Yedo now 
stands. A verj brave warrior Flatakc-yama 
j"ined him here, and with the aid of Hojo, his 
fatber-in-law, he foand himself at the head of 
a powerful army. 


Kiomori had now become alarmed, and sent 
a large army to pat down the rebellion. 

Yoritomo had fixed on Kamaknra as hit 
permanent residence. His brother Yoshitznne 
joined him, and a severe series of fighU com¬ 
menced, in every one of which Yoritomo’s 
forces were victors. Kiomori died early in 
the reign of Antoka, but the party held toge¬ 
ther for a short time, until Yoritomo shewed 
hU decided superiority. His nncle Yoshioaka 
fought bis way to the metropolis, where An- 
toku did not wait to receive him, but with hU 
empress fled as he approached. Historians 
say that the Taira psuiy were seized with 
panic as he approached, and fled, taking the 
emperor westward with them. 

The old emperor Qoshirakawa, shewed tba 
utmost favour to Yoahinska, and having caus¬ 
ed another grandson Gotobano-in to be inveat- 
ed with the Imperial dignity, he secured for 
Yoshinaka the rank of $ei dai Shngoon, and 
the Minamoto clan were enriched with the 
confiscated property of the He party. The 
deposed emperor Antoka for s while resided in 
Kiosia. 

Success made Yoshinsks as overbearing as 
Kiomori had been. He deprived forty-nine 
Kugfe of their rights and dignities, and behaved 
in so domineering a manner to the old emperor 
as well as the new, that at last Yoritomo 
sent an army under bis two hrothers to put 
an end to his outrageous conduct. These two 
brave soldiers and intelligent generals fought 
many battles with him and in most of them 
were successful. Finally they reduced him to 
the last extremity and he sought and found 
death in the battle field at Amadxu Goshiu. 

The Taira party yet once more pluckel np 
courage and built a strong fortress at the 
famous Iohinotani. Here they assembled an 
army of 100,000 men ; but a great battle was 
fought, the army defeated, and the castle taken 
and destroyed by Yoshitznne and Noriyori. 
After this Munemori the chief of the Taira 
clan embarked with tbe survivors and with the 
en>|»ror Antoku for the island of Shikoka. 

Yoshitzune now set out, resolutely deter- 
miud to exterminate the Tairu clan. Ho 
burnt the palace of Yashima, in which tho 
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emperor Antoka had been residing and at¬ 
tacked them at Danno-nra, where he gained a 
great naval victory. In thia battle Antoka 
and many brave leaden were drowned, whilst 
others were taken prisoners. 

Having met with thia brilliant anooeaa, Yo- 
ahitune prepared to retnrn to Kamakura, 
taking hia noble priaonen with him. Strange 
aa it may aeem, in spite of all his merits, hia 
brother Yoritomo was so jealous of him, that 
he would not allow him to enter the city. 
The mind of Yoritomo bad been abated by 
some who bsd made false statements respect¬ 
ing Yoshitsnne; and the only thanks hs gavs 
him for all his long painful and perilous ser¬ 
vice, wss a peremptory order to remain at 
Knihigoyi, a small village still existing aboot 
5 miles from Kamakura. Yoshitanne, not¬ 
withstanding the remonstrances of hia friends, 
submitted, and so no quarrel took place. Ma- 
nemori and many other prisoners were executed 
at 8biDawaba.* 

It was not long before the detractor, Kaji- 
kiyo, the principle minister of Yoritomo, agaio 
brought charges against Yoshitsnne; and a 
force was sent to arrest him. It failed in this 
object, bnt a few months later he and his 
family were so persecuted through the false 
representations of Kaji, that he was oorepelled 
to seek an asylum with his old friend Hide- 
tada in Oshin; bat Hidetsds died very soon 
after his arrival, leaving orders with his sons 
that they were always to protect Yoahitxnne 
against his onjnat and ornel brother ; yet no 
sooner was the breath out of the prince's body, 
than the son Yasnhira, having received orders 
from Yoritomo, fonght against the gnest who 
bsd been so sacredly committed to his care, 
and Yoshitzune was driven to oommit suicide, 
after first killing his wife sod children. Then 
Yoritomo was struck with remorse, became 
very angry with Yasnhira. marched to Oahiu, 
fonght against the young chief and annihilated 
him. 

• This do«* not agree with other historic*, which 
•tat* that be fled to Tanaaima, and that hia dca- 
cendanti atilt rule that island under the name of *o. 
It waa through them that cummimicaUou waa kept 
op with Corea.—Bd. F. K. 


Yoritomo now went np in triumph to Miaco, 
and was appointed Dainagoon. Two years 
afterwards he was appointed 9ei dai Shogoon. 
He did not however permanently reside si 
Blisoo, bnt returned to Kamakura, which he 
qniokly raised to great importance as the real 
seat of government. From this time dates the 
doable government of Japan. Hie nominal 
emperor had no real power from his days 
downwards—say from 1190 to 1868, a period 
of 678 years; bat the Shogoon has wielded the 
whole power of the country with absolutely re- 
gel iway. 

It was not long after this that Yoritomo 
listened to tales respecting his only remaining 
brother Noriyori, and exiled him to Idxu. 
Indeed his treatment of his two brothers quito 
tarnishes what would otherwise be a bright 
character. 

The next emperor waa Ttnohimikade. He 
waa 88rd in descent from Jinma. The epoch 
was charged to Sboji, and in its first year and 
first month, Yoritomo was killed by a fall from 
his horse, at the age of 58. He waa one of 
the greatest men the empire ever produced ; 
and at bis death was mnoh lamented. Hs 
was buried at Kamakura, where a simple atone 
marks his grave. 

His son Yori-iys succeeded to the rank and 
title of 8ei-dai Shogoon. Hia first act wm to 
destroy his father's Prime Minister Kajiwara, 
who bsd caused many persons to be pat to 
death by his treacherous tongue. 

Doriog the next epoch, called Kenjin, ther- 
were numerous insurrections through the non 
them provinces, and they wen suppressed 
with -Jifflcnlty. Then was a&o one in Eohigo 
of a very alarming character. It was in this 
epoch thst the Zenshin sect of Boddhists 
obtained power far exceeding that of any 
othen. The Shogoon Yori-iye was so un¬ 
equal to his duties that Hojo Takamaaa, the 
father of hia mother, who had acted as Yori- 
tomo's prime minister, quietly deposed him, 
placed his brother 8ao4torao second eon of 
Yoritomo, in his stead, and ruled the empin 
himself as regent. Ho caused Yori-iye to be 
imprisoned in s monastery in Idxo; and 
within a year to be murdered. Being inati- 
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of U-daijin, and hit mother Masago, Yori- 
tomo's widow, and a woman of remarkable 
sagacity and untiring energy was advanoed to 
the rank of Jinnii. 

Whilst things were thos going on with 
something liko life and rigour, Sanetomo went 
to worahip'at the temple of whioh his adopted 
son had beoome the obief, when the amiable 
youth stepped behind him, and stabbed him ia 
the temple with a poisoned dagger. Toe par¬ 
ricide, in his torn was aaaasmated by one of 
bis vassals, and so the race of Minamoto Yori- 
tomo came to an end. 

The gorernment at Kamaknra was now 
carried on by Hojo Yoabitoki, assisted by 
the mother of the late Shogoon, Masago, who 
was known by the title of Am'ma Shogun. 

The Mikado by advice of Masago and Yo- 
shitoki, appointed the next Shogoon from 
Kioto; Yoritsun6, son of the Sa-daijin Mochi- 
iye, a kug4, reoeiring bis commission as mas¬ 
ter of Kamakura, with the title of Sei dai 
Shogoon. 

It appears that Gotnbano-in, the 8Snd em¬ 
peror, had only resigned his dignities and be¬ 
come tniyo (retired). He now attempted to 
resume the reins of sorsrsignty, aud sent an 
army to destroy the new Shogoon; but a 
miserable failure was the result, and Gotobano- 
iu was banished to the island of Oki, whilst 
his relatives who assisted him were dispersed 
to many islands; and Moahi-hito, son of 
Jimijo-in become 85th emperor under the 
name of Gohorikawa-in. 

(To b* Cmtinutd.) 



gated by his wife who was a most wicked 
woman, H6jd suddenly attacked and slew 
Hatakeyama, one of the principal ministers of 
Yori-iya, sod a man of singular wisdom and 
fidelity. He now attempted to gain for 
himself the title of Shogoon, bat in this he 
failed. He laid a plan for the life of Sane¬ 
tomo, but being discovered be was im¬ 
prisoned for life. His son Yoahitaks was 
however permitted to suoceed to his office of 
prime minister. Sanetomo adopted Zanzai 
the son of hia brother Yon-ive, but the line 
of Yoritomo descended no farther than him¬ 
self. 

The comparative insignificance of the Mika¬ 
dos at this period.raay be jndged by the very 
•mall notioe taken of them. Their own deeds 
seem to have been actually nil, for no men¬ 
tion is made of them, except to continue the 
•eqnence of history, and to mark the epoch, 
which was, as now, changed with every new 
emperor. 

The next emperor to Tanchi Mikado was 
Jintoku-in, 84th of the dynasty. In the first 
year of his reign an assault was made on the 
castle of the Shogoon, but it was bravely met 
and the besieger* were literally cat to pieces. 
In the 5th year, 8anet 'mo, who was certainly 
a man of much promise, proposed to invade the 
oountry of 8o, a portion of China. He there¬ 
fore ordered many ships to be bailt for the 
cooveyarce or hia troops. His adopted sen, 
Zantai, was appointed superintendent of one 
of the principal temples dedicated to the god 
of war, and changed his name to Kngiyo. 
The Mikado promoted Sanetomo to the rank 
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THE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


T HE simplicity of country life in Jepan Tory 
much assimilate* to what ia found in 
other countries. Aa in Europe so in Japan 
there ie the same eolf-dependenoe. Although 
villages are abundant, the people in them 
have hardly got the length of resolving them¬ 
selves into different trades, for the business 
would be quite too email. There may be in 
each a kind of general store, where the very 
simplest and most common and inexpensive 
necessaries may be obtained, but this is fre¬ 
quently kept by a family whose members farm 
a little piece of land themselves, and prepare 
on the premises many of the things they 
supply. 

Very primitive are they in all they do. 
They aro up with, or oftentimes before, the 
sun, and oommenoe labour at onoe. Their 
toilet, rough as it is, is performed just as 
circumstances permit; sometimes directly they 
rise, often during a midday rest, but not loss 
frequently in the evening when work is done. 
Every oountry house has its bath tab, in 
which the body can be purified and reinvi- 
gorated after the toils of the day by being 
parboiled. The temperature at w^ich these 
baths are used is so high, that thoae who 
enlarge from them are just the colour of red 
Indians; and within the present month an 
edict haa been passed in Tokei, that the pub¬ 
lic bathe shall not be heated beyond a moder¬ 
ate temperature—slightly below blood heat. 

The men never do their own hair. There ia 
always a barber near at hand, and the heads 
of the'fanners and farm labourers may pass 
under his hand once a week or leea according 
to their means. With the women it is almost 
the same, but they have to touch up a little 
each day, apart from the speoial day when 
they look for the visitation of the kamisan or 
hair dresser, whose periodical oorning ie pre¬ 
ceded by letting down the hair and giving it 
a thorough waahing. It must bs a very poor 
person who has not tho fow things looked up¬ 
on as necessities of the toilet; and among the 
wealthy, those are always supplied to a bride, 


of most beautiful quality, and are an im¬ 
portant portion of her possessiona. 

Among the poorer or labouring olasa, such 
a scene as that depicted in our first picture, 
THB TOILET, 

M AT be seen everyday ; for everything is 
quite public. There, of oourse, the re¬ 
quisites are but few and very oommon. To 
European eyee they look more like playthings; 
but small aud simple as they are, to their own¬ 
ers they are as useful and by them a* much 
thought of as the more pretentions toilet tables 
of the Weet. The diminutive cabinet of drawers 
suffioee for them and holds all the accessories. 
The mirror is a disc of highly polished metal, 
quite effective for its purpose; and as may 
be seen in the picture easily set up for use as 
required, and put away when dons with. 

FIELD WORK 

I S done by both men and women. The fields 
are nover large, but divided into little 
pate ties, no two of which are alike in size or 
shape. The rice fields aro surrounded and di¬ 
vided from each other by low embankments, 
which serve to bold the water as in a basin : 
Rice growing is the diitieet labour we know, in 
every stage the labourers working either in 
water or in mud ; but the horaehold work as 
all that is to be done indiscriminately. 

PREPARING HERBS FOR MEDICINE. 

T HE picture shows the braying of some 
simple herbs in a rough kind of mortar, 
and the cutting up of some medicinal leaf; 
either for home use or for sale. 

000LIE8. 

T HE bags of rioe as seen in the picture 
weigh about one picul—133 lbs. and it 
is a favourite amusement for oooliee engaged 
in storing and un*toring it, to try their strength 
by raising these bags over their heads, and 
holding them up at arm’s length perpendicu¬ 
larly with one hand. Thia ia a custom very 
oommoaly seen at the entrance of a large 
warehouse, when the men ore called off from 
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labour to refreshment, and is a feat of 
strength the men are very fond of exhibiting 
to one another. 

THE MOUNTEBANK. 

r Japan, the itinerant mountebank is as 
common as elsewhere; and he exercises 
his calling from Tillage to Tillage with great 
spirit It is astonishing in how many things 
the Japanese in their everyday life reeemble 
Europeans. They here their street oonjurore, 
their peep-shows, their acrobats, and all the 
tribe of such Bohemians, just as we hare in 
the West, and they draw the money out of 
people’s pockets by exactly the same kind of 
patter as we were used to of yore. Is it 
Mww W tssd people who hare such mmIiIWioiu ? 

PRIEST AND AOOLTTE. 

A MONG the numerous sects of Buddhists, 
there ere es many different forms of 
worship as among different sects of Chris¬ 
tians. The pride of the sleek and pampered 
priests is olten an exact counterpart of what 
may be seen elsewhere. Their worship is 
nerer without the aid of drum or bell, and 
these are generally struck by the aerrant or 


acolyte in attendance. In the domiciliary 
visits, there is oftfcn one who brings the little 
bronze disc with him, on which he strikes as 
the priests prays. Far be it from us to ridi¬ 
cule any man's religion ; but we cannot help 
noticing the kind of self-satisfied phariaaie 
air of these prieets. Without enjoying the 
real respect of the people, who look upon 
them as no Ijetter than they should be, they 
undoubtedly exercise a certain amount of 
influence, which is mainly exercised in main¬ 
taining that superstition which is their 
strongest hold on their flock. 

OEMIOJL 

A TEMPLE and village about half way 
between Yokohama and Kamakura, 
worthy of notice as being one of 98 erected 
by Yoritomo. The two lanterns in this oeee 
are not exclusively for ornament, but under 
one of them is deposited a box containing old 
sacred books, which although too old for use, 
were too holy to be destroyed, and so were 
buried in front of tho temple, and one of 
these lanterns was placed ovor them to pre¬ 
vent their being walked over by the profane. 
The second lantern waa for uniformity. 


THE PERIOD. 

Monthly Nome fkok Local Papers. 


Or the night, of the 7th ulto. the Managing 
Director of the Yokohama Bluff Gardens, avail¬ 
ed himself of the oocaaion of the Flower Show 
there, to make a final appeal for the support 
of the poblio, in oeder to prevent the gardens 
being oloeed—a risk which was imminent, 
owing to the lack of funds to pay the 
ground rent to the Government, and the 
cost of keeping them in good order. Mr. 
Bmith remarked that it was very fortunate 
that so excellent a site had been obtain¬ 
ed, which had been improved, laid out 
planted and beautified, at a cuet to the 
shareholders of some 55,000;—a sum which 
would be considerably exceeded now were the 
same work to be done over agsjn. With rea- 
pect to the shareholders, they had not, owing 
to a variety of circumstances received any 


dividend; and many of them were public 
spirited enough not to regret the inveatment 
they had made, since so great an advantage 
had been conferred on the nublio by the esta¬ 
blishment of a place of innocent and healthy 
recreation. As the population increased, and 
the Bluff became more and more built on, the 
Gardens would become more than ever a place 
of popular resort. It was all very well to talk, as 
some people did, of the Swamp Garden, (which 
was as yet unmade), but it never oould compete 
in poiutof situation, scenery, and salubrity with 
the Bluff Gardens, which were the admiration 
of every stranger who came to Yokohama, no 
matter where they might oomo from. The es¬ 
tablishment of the Gardena, and the numerous 
Bower shows held there, had given a great 
stimulus to the cultivation of foreign flowers, 
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plant* and vegetables, by the native gardener*; 
whilst foreigners, on the other hand, had the 
opportunity afforded of inspecting choice col¬ 
lection* of Dew and rare native plant*, and the 
artiatio and tasteful ferneries, in which the 
Japanese so ranch excelled. The Gardena, too, 
afforded an excellent place for out-door games, 
such as croquet, archery, bowls, quoits, and 
ao forth. Let persons form dabs for these 
amusements, and go into the affair heartily, as 
in other places. For his own part, ha (the 
speaker) wonld premise that there ahould be 
no oeseation of hia endeavours to make the 
Gardena everything that they ooght to be. He 
had already given hie .time and thought to 
them without stint, and let the public rally 
round him with snbscriptions, (which need 
only be to a moderate amount); sorely, almost 
everybody oonld give two or three dollara to so 
worthy an ohjeot Let them each tend him a 
note, saying how much they would give. Both 
himself and Cept. Lane had waited upon 
several to obtain aohscriptinna; bat it took 
Op too ranch time, and be had according¬ 
ly adopted the plan of making a few ob¬ 
servations, to bring the claims of the Gar¬ 
dena fully before the public. He had every 
ooDfldenoe that be would meet with a liberal 
response; for be must say, that the Yokoha¬ 
ma pablio were never backward in giving 
their support to every institution which fairly 
deserved it. Mr. Smith waa loudly cheered 
at tbe end of his speech, and several persons 
staled their intention to subscribe. 

With .regard to the Flower Show, it con¬ 
sisted wholly of plants in pots, exhibited with 
a view to salt by the native nureerymen. 

Tbe Amateur Brass Band’s playing exhibit¬ 
ed still further signs of progress towards ar¬ 
tistic excellence, and gave much satisfaction. 
The night waa warm and moonlight. There 
was a very fair attendance present. 

A raw weeks ago, a young Japanese who 
loft his nativo country about 11 years ago, was 
examined by the French professors, of the Kai 
Sei Gakko and though they pronounced his 
conversational powers and prooouDciation bet¬ 
ter than any pupil iu the College, ho was 


unable to answer questions in the various 
branches of study, such as are commonplace 
io the lowest class. The young man had 
Utterly forgotten his own language, remember¬ 
ing only the word icataivthi, He is a conspi¬ 
cuous instance of the fooliahnesa of going 
abroad too young, and of knowing nothing but 
how to talk. The young man's prospects, as a 
Japanese are not very brilliant. He cannot 
even become an interpreter, but must sit down 
to learn Japanoee as a new language. Warned 
by such examples, the Educational Depart¬ 
ment has not sent any new students abroad for 
nearly two yoars past. 


As oar sb has been issued signed by the 
Prime Minister, that in future, the expenses of 
persons charged -with crime and imprisoned 
during examination but discharged on condemn¬ 
ed will be paid by government. Hitherto thoy 
had to pay their own keep. 

Hums twkktt yean ago a Daimio named 
Itsu-ahiraa Sayemon paid his annual visit to 
Yedo accompanied by Matsu-sono Ichino-shin 
one of his retainers. Ichino spent some four 
years at his master's yashiki. before he was 
recalled, during his journey home unfortunately 
he was murdered by an officer of his own clan, 
who was employed in the same department, the 
murderer ebeconded. As soon as the Daimio 
heard of the murder, which was perpetrated 
□ear Yedo, he despatched officers to make 
enquiries, bring beck the body and search for 
the murderer. In the mean time a heavy fall of 
snow had taken place and all traces of the 
straggle were obliterated and buried under the 
white snow. A Kagoya however supplied full 
particulars of the quarrel, encounter and sub¬ 
sequent death of Ichino as witnessed by a 
Kago-kaki (chair bearer). The two Hamurais 
entered the Kagoya at the same time and order¬ 
ed a chair each. There happened to be only one 
chair, which waa placed at the disposal of 
Ichino, who it seem* gave tbo first order ; this 
cirvumatance threw Yam ague hi into a violent 
pasaioo, he rebuked and reviled the chair bearer 
and threatened to take the chair by force. Ichi¬ 
no tried to sooth tbe angered' man pointed out 
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to him that hi« present conduct waa quite in they cannot now avenge their father’s death, to 

keeping with hit known character which here- tike the mutter in hand, and ace justice dona, 

toforc had prevented hit advancement in the Government has promised them that search will 

world ; and “ now " aaid Ichiuo •• as quick aa a *» mn ' ,c for Ynma-gurhi and that if found ho 
wiDk I’m off. you rido in the chair and I'll ^ trl€ ^ ^ or mQr ^ or - 

pursue my journey ou foot." Aa Ichino quitted - 

the house Yamaguchi drew hia aword and cut The vollowiso is a froo translation of a 
him on tho right#houldcr. Immediately Ichino'a letter from Muts'mai, Yeao, published some 
aword jumped from its scabbard, aud there in days aiuce in the AusAin S\injiihi. 
the open air of a dark night bliuded with the “Ou the 22nd May, Mats'Mai and Namiyd 
falling anow these two men fought for life or pedant*, iu number above 200, met excitedly 

death. The central waa brief; luaa of blood , 0( j wcn t j„ n body to tho Kencbo. As thay 

and a disabled right arm left Ichino almost clamoured their complaint, one of the officer*, 

helpless and in the power of Yamaguchi, who Ccbigama, (Shochi to Shiehio rank) did all ho 

apeedily dispatched him. At the time of the could to quiet them, and promised that their 

murder Ichino had two young sons, who reach- demauds should bo laid before tho government. 

«d man's estate aomo seven years since; the Tho leader* replied that if their wishe* were 
two yonng men swore to revenge tlu-ir father's considered they would be quiet, but their fellow- 
death, they and Yams-guchi should not live malcontents who were at a distance—as at 

under the same heaven ; with this laudsblo YrsnKumuaa and the western shore being un- 

puipose and filial affection in their hearts they aware of the promise, got more and more wild, 

sot forth on their search accompanied by their an d grsdunlly their excitement increased so, 

mother, as she alone of the three could identify that they attacked tho government officer*, 

the murderer. Their journey extended over a injured twenty, and put them all to flight, 

considerable portion of Japan, now obtaining a Making the best of their wsy over tho moun- 

cluo and again losing it, at other times when taina and valiies, the alarmed officers reached 

they thought they were in the right track they Hnkodute, and on hearing their report Sugiura 

have traced and followed a roan for hundreds of Cbiuhsngsn called upon Kaitakushi navy to get 

miles only to find the wrong party. In tho ready tho 8*iini Maru (steamer) with sixty 

second year of Meiji they changed their names guns and above seventy sailors (1). Moreover 

and were living at a place called Kcrni. One day be requested Awamori Ken to send reinforce- 

they went to a Temple to worship with s man ments in the Kaitakushi steamer Konui, and an 

of their own country. The priest enquired if they excitement prevailed similar'to what existed 

were samurai of Itsu-shima. Ou being answered during the Hakodate war. 

in the affirmative he stated that a short time Having received information of tbeso .pre- 
previously Yama guchi had entered the uion- p arn iions, the infuriated peasants took the 

sstery as a priest, but hearing lh.it the Dnimio tho deck of the Kai yuo maru, 

who was on his way to Yedo. had suddenly _ on «, „f t h* steamers used by the Tokugawa 

returned and was shout to pans through Kerai, Mm ourai during the war. They also broke 

he fled from the temple and had not been seen j n j 0 a fire-proof magazine, and stole the gun- 

since. They informed the priest much to his powder which was stored therein. Being thus 

surprise that Yama guchi waa the murderer of ^plicd they made “strong preparation for 

their father. Often ou his heels but never catch- defence—Como devil eomo Kami." 

ing him up, mother and sons have pc- ser riugly Theie m j«rabls farmers were really obliged 
endeavoured to perform their duty, st last they to ^ - n thj- way> thoy a „ ^ p^. 
have been brought to a stand-still. Government Xhe ob j Kt of our U to help the 

has issued a proclamation forbidding individuals . and they have Urge sums of 

to avenge the death of a relative. TV mother ^ om . y to 0| * n lho j aiH j f or thc public good, 

and sona have petitioned Government, ainco B ut often some of the Kaitakushi officers giv# 
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bad and cruel judgments. One of its Saiban- 
sho officers for instance, ordered an old woman 
of 80 to be bound. Now government ordinarily 
gives mono/ to these aged folk, but he used her 
very cruelly. The officer’s name is Okamoto. 
He is one of the late Tokugawa Baibanaho 
officers, and is very fond of a bribe. 

Indeed a great change is needed in this de¬ 
partment." 

'/ Old as this letter is, we make no apology 
for transferring it to our columns. It is clear 
that the outbreak in Yeso was of a far mors 
desperate character than waa generally sup¬ 
posed. And the comments of the writer at 
the close of tbs lstter have all the iopreea of 
truth. We have often surmized that in the 
oppression of the government officials, the dis¬ 
content of the people had its rise : sod if the 
government, in every case of an outbreak in any 
Ken, were to send down an official who could be 
trusted to enquire into the cause of the distur¬ 
bances and to bear the atatemente of tbs pea¬ 
sants and farmers direct, inst-ad of getting them 
filtered through the Ken officers, it might lead 
to a great amelioration in the government of 
the people, and a corresponding diminution in 
their complaints. 

The roLLOwi.vo are from the Shinbwt 
Zathi, Tokei:—In a certain rural district, io 
the month ot May, a circular note on aome im¬ 
portant business was issned from the govern¬ 
ment office, with the time in which it was dis¬ 
patched, 12 o'clock, stated at the close of the 
article. On its reaching the next village, the 
men there not knowing what waa exactly 
meant by 12 o'clock, added to it and made 13 
p.m. The same thing took place in the next 
village, and thus it became 14 p.m. Finally 
the circular paasod through fifteen places, and 
no one who saw it perceived the error, ODtil if 
was 27 o'clock p.m. I Is’nt it a ahamefnl mis¬ 
take for people to make in Japan at the pre¬ 
sent day, however remote may be the position 
of the country, where this oocurred ? We hope 
nothing of the kind will happen again. 

Although several edicts and prohibitions 
have been passed by the national Gurexament 


to prevent the eontinuanoe of the ahsord Rab¬ 
bit business, yet by many artifices and con¬ 
trivances, bargains in this singular sod un¬ 
reliable stock are still kept op. 

Fortunes snd even lives have been lost in 
the trade, and many have been delivered to 
judicial powers and severely paniahed. 

We give a tew instances :— 

One day, a man on being asked to sell his 
rabbit for $150, ooneented to do ao, but hia 
father refused to allow it to be sold for leas 
than $200. The bargain was thus lost. Un¬ 
fortunately, that same night, the rabbit died. 
Upon the loss of his treasure, he got into a 
quarrel with his father, and finally in hia rage, 
thrust the old man into tl e garden in front of 
the house, and beat him on the head so severe¬ 
ly that he soon after died. 

A case happened in which a cunning knave 
went tn the auction mart for rabbits, and add 
a remarkable looking animal which he had, 
for several hundred dollars. The parchaaer 
also wishing to realize a profit was exhibiting 
it to the men aronnd, when suddenly to the 
astonishment of all, the rabbit began to “mew, 
mew !" A desperate fight between the former 
owner and the buyer, was the result. 

The Skinbvn contains the following 

items :— 

Two men st Bakatagori Daissnku lived in 
dispute for many yean. These men were 
neighbours and their names were respectively 
Katozeiro and Terao-choyemoo. The subject 
of discoid between them consisted of a piece of 
ground. For many years they had disputed about 
this matter, until at last the former appealed to 
a court of justice; the latter waa sen t for and 
an investigation took place, both men stay.ng 
during the time tho trial laeted at the eeroe 
hotel. It was necessary for the court to call 
in a witness—a fri«*d of each—and judge the 
case according to bis evidence. On the 13th 
instant, Miyamoto-yajuro, the witness referred 
to, arrived at the hotel where the two litigants 
wsro staying and for the first time learnt the 
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cause of his summons. Thin appeared to grieve 
the witness very much and during the even¬ 
ing he ah*wed by hi* conversation thnt he 
found himself placed in an uncomfortable 
poeition : for whichever way the court divided 
he would lose a friend. On the following morn¬ 
ing this unfortunate man was found dead, hav¬ 
ing hungod himaclf in one of the stable* of tho 
hotel. 

We take the following item from the 
Nayusak* Shim bun :— 

Last August an American ship carrying a 
crew of four Americana, aix Chinese and seven 
Japaneee sailed from Nagasaki for Khanghai 
and Tientsin to take in a cargo of beans and 
oil for Yokohama." She anchored three days ut 
Tientsin where ahe took in a part of her cargo 
and then sailed. On the 20th August, she waa 
in the vicinity of Shanghai, ut aix o’clock that 
evening when a strong westerly wind began to 
blow; the following day the gale increas>*l and 
all command of the ship waa loot oud the crew 
expected to he drowned ; ultimately a very 
large wave upeet the vessel, the crew however 
managed to ait on her bottom. Wave after 
wave aurged over them when at last one mighty 
sea washed them clean off tho wreck. One of 
the crew Deukilrbi aged twenty seven years 
seized hold of a plank, Yukichi aged twenty 
three from the vicinity of Nihon-bushi also 
caught hold of a piece of flouting timber. 
Yukichi called to Denkitchi with a loud voice 
the latter after a severe struggle managed to 
reach and lay hold of the aame piece of timlwr 
which supported Yuli. hi. In the mean time 
the Capk Mr. Purlin managed to reach 
Yukichi. The three men dung dcsjisrately to 
the piece of wre k hoping to lie e<en by some 
passing vessel. They observed some smoke in 
the distance which turned out to be a steamer 
making for them, when doao they all shouted 
out with a loud voice, but evidently these on 
the steamer neither heard nor saw them, und ns 
she steamed away they became very dishearten¬ 
ed. They had been fasting for nearly forty 
eight hours previous to the up-setting of their 
boat they were jjierefure very weak more espe¬ 
cially Mr. Packin who became delirious—oftcu 


giving commands, and as he was giving direc¬ 
tions about a meal he slipped into the sea. The 
two Jnpuneac in vain tried to save him, he was 
immediately carried away by some large fishes 
which pounced on him; now Yukichi and his 
companion lost all hope and made up their 
minds to die. He called on God Kotohira to 
save them, they cried to him for help. That 
night no land wus in view, on the third day 
they became very week, Yukichi could hear the 
fatigue no longer and slept, during his sleep he 
slid in^o the sea, Denkitchi who is s most power¬ 
ful man managed to draw him back again. 
Yukichi slept ognin and again every time man¬ 
aging to fall into tho water but Denkitchi man¬ 
aged to catch him every time. Somo fish 
jumped on to the board on which they were sit¬ 
ting. they devoured them immediately, their 
flavour they thought delicious. On the fourth 
day they managed to catch some more of the 
eorac fish which is called msnbiki. Their prayers 
for help seem to have been answered, for they 
managed to catch as many fish on that day as 
lasted them for the next three days. On the 
seventh day they dwrovered land ; they Then 
ripped off some stripe of wood and with their 
clothes extemporised sails. The current being 
in their favour as well as the wind they soon 
gained tho land, they saw a farmer at work, 
but so swollen were their throats they could not 
utter a word, by their condition known to the 
farmer by signs, he seemed to see that they had 
been ship wrecked. The farmer ran to his 
house to prepare for the strangers ; about fifty 
natives went to the beach to conduct them to tho 
houso, where they obtained a meal of warm 
gruel. They had landed on one of the Looehoo 
islands, some olfii-crs enquired into their rase and 
afterwards sent them to Satsuma. This occount 
baa boon taken from the lips of the survivors. 


A t.kttlr of the 10th Juno to Okurasho, 
stales that the rebels have increased to 30,000, 
and are committing outrages in all the villages. 
In one place they burnt the public records and 
other thiugs, and separated into two divisions. 
Before this Tsukigata Tenji and others led 200 
sauiourui, and the Gontcnji led 300 others to 
oppose them, but the rebels advanced to attack 
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tbc Kencho in their absence. Tt Warn© neces- 
•ary to shod blood. The fianji placed himaelf 
at the head of about 100 Saraonrai, and went 
in purauit of tbc rebels, who dispersed, and aa 
they do not lodge in any aettled place, but 
constantly keep moving, it baa been impoaaihle 
to t4ike the ringleaders or aa yet diacorcr who 
they arc. The aamourai have declared them¬ 
selves glad to bo able to shew their loyalty in 
return for the hereditary allowance made them 
by government. 2,000 of them assembled in the 
two towna of Fukuoka and Hakata to. uphold 
the cause of order. 

8. 8 “Drummond Castle.” 

The Shun Poo of the 12th instant contain* 
a cprions paragraph, of which the following ia 
a translation 

" Rewards to Kin-shan islandera by British 
officials, and suspension of votive tablets in 
the temple of the sea-gods. 

After the ln«a of Urn Drummond Catllo. the 
cap taio and crew were saved by islanders, who 
gave them food and clothing, and acted to- I 
wards them in every way aa became the lords 
of the soil. 1 have n<-w beard that Mr. 
Medhorat, H. B. M. Consul at Shanghai, has 
consulted with Admiral Hhadwell, and given 
orders for a purple votive tablet, seven feet in 
length, bearing these four characters inscribed 
in gold —all crotml, all »avtd —which are 
explained mb follows: * In tbe 4th moon of 
the 12th year of Tung-clnh. the British stea¬ 
mer Drummond CatlU waa wrecked here. 
Men, ship, and cargo, all were loat! The 
haph'ia western men descended into the boata, 
and 24 souls reached the shore m safety. They 
were well received by the people of this 
neighbourhood, who fed and housed them, and 
treated them with apeh kindness as will ever 
remain graven on the memories of the sufferers, 
who now in these words record their gratitude 
to the gods and to tbe people wbo cared for 
tl ein so well. Reverently pot up by H. E. 
Admiral Sliadwell and W. H Medbarst, Esq., 
li M. Consul at Shanghai/ 

Tins tablet is to be hung up in the temple 
of the sea-gods ; hence this inscription. It 
wtil probably bo fi...uU-J shortly and forwarded 


thither to be hang op—a noble act indeed I 
From being constantly in the company of the 
workman employed, I derived my knowledge 
of these details ; and I waa moved aa 1 thought 
on the link of sympathy between thnae near 
and those from afar, between the lowly and 
the great. As all within the four seas are 
brothers, it become* a duly to oompassionate 
those in distress, flow can we qnietly look 
on without rendering any aaaietance? The 
oonanal part ia that these poor islanders 
should be thus alive to their moral obligations 
and heedless of nationality, feed and bousa 
theae men in this kind way. Truiy some re¬ 
compense ia due to them aa a reward for past, 
and a atimuloa to futare kind sets. The 
erection of a votive tablet is a oo union anatom 
all over China; and that British officials 
should respect this observance so far aa to 
adopt it themselves, speaks well for the 
harmony existing between thoae of tbe middle 
and western nations. When this tablet ia 
hung up in its appointed place, I fear my 
countrymen will be unable to go and see it; 
in view of which I hare written the above 
description. 1 ’ 

A PROPoamojr has been made to 8a In by 
an offirer of Ksshiwaxaki Ken, that all Fu and 
Ken should impose a small tax monthly on all 
classes of ths people, and with the money 
should erect poor houses, whore the sick, help¬ 
less, deformed and very poor should be taken 
in. Small sums also might be lent in aid to 
set dessrviug people up in some small way of 
business, sad thus cnsblo them to get so honest 
living. The only objection Ss In sees to it ia 
that it would be likely to encourage idleness— 
but the subject is to be considered at the next 
meeting. 

Govntirmrr iite issued a command forbid¬ 
ding the cutting of trees belonging to either 
Shinto or Buddhist temples, except with epocial 
permission from tbe officers of Ken and Fu. 

From rs as ext indication, the Japanese Go¬ 
vernment will he unusually strict in issuing 
permits the foreigners to employed in their civil 
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service, and to others who wish to travel 
beyond treaty limit*. Heretofore gentlemen in 
charge of Indies, were not obliged to hove pass¬ 
port* for their Indy companion*, whether friends 
or wives. This summer however, p:isse* will 
bo required for la Hot as well os gentlemen. 
A knowledge of this fact any save some trou¬ 
ble and relation to parties applying for pass¬ 
port*. While on this subject, it may bo men¬ 
tioned, that there are now resident in the 
interior of Japan, at least- aix foreign ladies, 
whose nearest foreign neighbours are from fitly 
to three hundred miles distant. 


Br * letter received hero the other day it 
appears that the schooner Swallow, which left 
somo time einee with Hr. Snow and a party 
bound ou a aea otter hauling expedition, has 
been dismasted near Fataiaio—and has had to 
put in there to refit. 

They expect to get everything in order again 
in eight or ten day*, so as to bo ublo to proceed 
on their voyage, and are sanguine as regards the 
favourable termination of the expedition. 

Pataiaio is ooo of tho chain of islands, south 
of the entrance of the Gulf of Yedo. 

Frow a correspondent in Tokushima Ken 
(Awa) we learn that an outbreak has occurred 
there, 2 to 3,000 farmers and anmourai had 
arisen, burnt tho schools and bouse* of the rich 
people, and wore giving much trouble to the 
Kencho. Our correspondent wo* at that time 
ss well aa the foreign leoeher, at Sonnoki; 
they were summoned hark to the capital of 
the province. 100 prisoners had been taken 
armed with gnus. The cause of this nprise 
seems to be tho heavy taxation imjxiscd on 
the people. We hear from another authority 
that all the military have been withdrawn 
from that port of the country and some diffi¬ 
culty may be experienced in settling this 
matter. 

Wi xoticx in the American papers that Dr. 
Hepburn the lexicographer has arrived iu New 
York, and that lie is busily engaged iu publish¬ 
ing a pocket edition of hia Jjpnnese-Knglish 
and EngJiah-Jopuneso Dictionary. It will 


doubtless expedite matters to have the effected 
volume printed in the metropolis, instead of at 
San Francisco, aa was first proposed. Tie 
dictionary is to bo entirely io Roman letters, 
without any Chinese characters, and will pro- 
bab'y be.ready for distribution in Japan by 
next fall or early winter. 

A litctrr has been received by Okuraaho by 
the Suoji of Okituma Ken lately in Tottori Ken 
aa follows:— 

The ignorant farmers of Ainei province in 
Tottori Ken, rose egainet tho authorities as 
has already been reported. Aimi is shout 
20 ri distant from tho Kencho, and adjoins 
Shimane Ken. The excitement appeared al¬ 
most allayed ; but on the morning of the 19th 
June 2, 3,000 of the ignorant people assem¬ 
bled in different dirc tions, each armed with a 
bamboo speur, and committed outrages at 
schools and rich people's houses. Home of them 
were s everely wounded; but at lost the Ken 
samourai who were in the place, warned them 
strongly, sod the rebels gave iu a complaint 
which tho samourai promised should be handed 
to the Ken officials. The people then dispersed 
to their own homes. Each item of complsint 
is very unlawful, but the samourai thought if 
they did not receive the document the people 
would continue turbulent. 

The Gootenji who came to the place in haute, 
told the Samourai they had done wrong do 
receive the document. On the 22nd June, fifty 
of the Ken samourai, and on the 24th eomo 
of the regulars among who had beeu stationed 
in Hojo Ken, arrived. 

The excitement is over for the present. In 
case of further disturbances a report will be 
immediately made. 

The demands of the rebels are 

1. —To lower the price of the Rice. 

2. —To forbid foreigners to travel within the 

Ken boundaries. 

3. —To abolish the levying of soldiers from 

farmers and common people. 

4. —To desist from search foj ringleaders. 

5. —The rice tnx lo be measured by Kioto mea¬ 

sure; and lending rice to be abolished. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 







44 


THE FAR EAST. 


6. —All land expense* to bo paid by govern- 

ment at Ken office. 

7. —Small achoola to be abolished, and the re¬ 

gistration of the population, also abolish¬ 
ed, to bo voluntary. 

8. —The charge for stamps on documents Ac., 

to be also abolished. 

9. —Old Almanacks to be reverted to. 

10. —Sharing front hair to be allowed as before. 

Eiron Ifis.iav, one of the odleet and most 
conscientious employe’s of the Japanese Govern¬ 
ment, has resigned his office as chief Commis¬ 
sioner of the Imperial Railways. We know 
none whose services it will be so difficult to 
supply. 

Tws nrmmoa to lay down a second line of 
rails from Shinagawa to Sbiobsshi is beginning 
to shew signs of performance. The earthworks 
are actively commenced at Shinagawa, and a 
long train of trucks, an engine, and large gaogs 
of labourers are permanently told off to put 
through the work quickly. 

A Shall steamer plies dsily between Tokci 
and Yokoeka. The machinery originally belong¬ 
ing to Mr. Harlow, which was purchased by the 
Japanese, has long been erected in a building on 
the banks of the Sumida River, and is said to 
be the most useful for its sire, of any engineer's 
works they possess. It is between this place 
and the Naval yard that the steamer plica. 

The great Festival of the dead—known as 
“ Bon," or by Europeans as the “ foast of 
lanterns,” commenced yesterday, and continues 
for three days. It is one of thoee which have 
been sot ssido by the government, sod is not 
to bs any longer observed; but io the numerous 
grave-yards .around this district the ordinary 
viaitations to the tombs have been made, and 
decorations with leaves and lanterns have been 
general. 

The DrPAHmrjrr of religion has issued a 
notification that in fntuie those who celebrate 
either the Shinto or Buddhist gods, when they 
go to the templet to worship, sro not to behave 


ridiculously and childishly—or wear absurd 
dresses and carry flag*, as heretofore. 

In Ymo, s doctor named Goto Bboban, of 
Aichi Ken has opened a Leper Hospital in 
Naruko-machL He is said to have discovered 
a specific method of treating this hateful 
diseuse, and that Dr. Buuduio was so satisfied 
of ita value, that he introduced it*iuto Holland. 
The hoepital expenses are very small, and most 
of those who enter, leave in a few months per¬ 
fectly cured. The patients are very numerous. 

Wa tact the following summary of the pro¬ 
ceedings of the iusurgenta at Fukuoka from 
the Nagaeaki Gazette 

We are now able to give further information 
in regard to the insurrection at Fukuoka, in 
the province of Chikusen, of which we publish¬ 
ed a rumour in our last issue. The trouble 
began oo the 18th. Many farmers were as¬ 
sembled, ss is the custom at this time of the 
year, to consult with the merchants in regard 
to the prices to be expected for the coming rice 
crop. But as the rainy soason had nearly 
passed and comparatively no rain had fallen, 
tlie prospect seemed very poor for obtaining a 
harvest. The rice requires to be kept flooded 
for a certain length of time. The rice mer¬ 
chants would not give the price demanded and 
as the taxes of the Government are quite heavy, 
which must be paid by the producers and 
sellers ; the farmers were in such a state, that 
they were easily influenoed by certain men, one 
of whom is believed to be from 8alsuma and 
another from Hiogo, to revengo themselves upon 
the rice merchants and also upon the Govern¬ 
ment. They proceeded to arm themselves with 
bamboo spikes or spears, and attacked the mer¬ 
chants and burned their houses. 

On the 20th the Japanese steamer A*g*uta, 
with foreign Captain sad Engineer, entered the 
harbour before the town of them not to atop or 
land thore. They anchored for the night 3 
miles off They saw the town and villages for 
miles, in flumes throughout the night. 

8ome from the ship landed and found the 
place barricaded and were threatened with death 
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if they attempted to proceed further in their 
investigations. 

On the 21et, 10,000 men misted by mount¬ 
ed leaden, and some former D.iimio retainen, 
attackod the caatle of Fukuoka, the eoat of Go¬ 
vernment, and bnmt all the buildings with the 
Government offlce hooka, archives, Ac. Only 
three of the Government officials succeeded in 
making their escape to Saga. The othen are 
all supposed to bo killed The criminals con¬ 
fined in the jail were all liberated on condition 
that thoy armed themselves and united in the 
insurrection. The insurgents thon burned the 
houses of sll those who refused to join them. 
And many were thus added to their number 
through fear. Thoy forced one rich man to 
give them the money he had in hia house, 
5,000 yen. 

A a to re of gunpowder was taken from a 
warehouse, and all the arms that eould be 
found were enptured. The native banka were 
also broken into. 

The numbers soon increased to SO,000. 

A detachment of 90 native soldiers was dis¬ 
patched from Nagasaki on the 24th. On 
Wednesday night, the 26th inst., four am&ll 
companies from Hiogo passed through Kou- 
rumd to quell the disturbance. That very 
night a temple waa burned in the latter place, 
and much excitement created. In Yanagnwa, 
a city still further removed, many houses were 
burned by thoao in sympathy with the move¬ 
ment; but nothing further oocured in those 
places. The foreigners resident there were 
requested to part for Nagasaki, on account 
of the danger of the insurrection spreading. 
By last accounts o'her neighbouring provinces 
have beoorne involved, but the trouble baa 
proceeded no further than IS miles above 
Saga. 

But although the difficulty is not yet OTer. 
the poople in Nagasaki have no cause to sp- 
preheud danger. For great allowance must bo 
made for exaggerated rumour*. It is expected 
thst the appearance of regular, disciplined 
troops will soon put down these crowds of weak 
and ignorant farmers. 

If the report that the entire district of Fuku¬ 
oka has risen, with other additions, it is not 


impossible to believe that, as some say, tho in¬ 
surrectionists include now from two to three 
hundred thousand men, as the region is very 
thickly populated. 

H. M. 8. Rinaldo, Commander Faraona, 
whose intended mission to the Ohinsan Group 
we noticed on Thursday, left on the afternoon 
of that day and returned Saturday morning. 
She started at 5 p.m and, having anchored 
oataide for the night, reached the island on 
which the shipwrecked crew of the Dru-nmond 
Catlis had met with so hospitable a reception, 
at 4 o’clock the following day. An anchorage 
waa f.mnd on the eonth side of the island, bat 
at a distance of ahont 4 miles off it, nearer ap¬ 
proach being deemed inadvisable. A party 
then landed in the cotter, Mr. Brenan, repre¬ 
sentative of H. M. Consul and interpreter, be¬ 
ing charged with the delivery of the memorial 
tablet and gift of money. A long row brought 
the party into a deep mnddy bay, through 
whose shallow waters they bad to wade aorae 
distance to reach the shore, bearing aloft the 
tablet. After a brief detention, the mceeonger 
who had been sent in advanoe with an invita¬ 
tion that the party should enter the village, 
where they were received in the temple. Here, 
when the elder* of tho place gathered together 
Mr. Brenan explained the object of the visit; 
ami thanked the villagers lor the humanity 
which, with a true appreciation of the prin- 
c-iplea of universal brother hood and forgetful¬ 
ness of n slional distinction*, they had shown 
to the shipwrecked men. The headman re¬ 
plied that it was nothing, and that were he 
wrecked on the ooast ol the envoy’* honoura¬ 
ble couotry, he was sure he would receive from 
his munificent oountrymen equal or better treat¬ 
ment than they had been fortunately able to 
extend in the present case. He Wked for¬ 
ward to the time when the relatione of the 
two peoples would be more intimate, and when 
it would be poatible for a Chinese vessel to be 
in s position to clsim English hospitality. 
The tablet was then exposed, and the assem¬ 
bled natives crowded round, while the inscrip¬ 
tion (which we hav^already given) was read 
amid loud hei-yuhs, every one appearing much 
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gratified with iU complimentary terms. It 

to many others. Our country has hitherta 



was afterwards set op over the centre altar of 

merited the reputation of being a good silk 



the temple, and explained by the most literate 

district although the cultivation is small; but 



of the elders, whom Mr. Brenan informed that 

we have only two tenths of our Province Med 



he had also been commissioned to hand over 

for this purpose, the othor eight tenths are used 



$100, to be applied to the repair of the tem- 

for agricultural purposes or otherwise allowed 



pie, the mending of roads, or sny other object 

to remain barren. The silk worm product 



that seemed moat r eoessary to the people. 

during the last year amounted to Rios 



The ceremony being concluded, the headman 

1,200,000, the revenue tax being paid on that 



invited the party to take refreshments; but as 

amount; whereas tho tax for all other produc- 



it was getting late, and the ahip was a long 

tioos Rios 399,900 was the figure, this shews 



way off, this was deUioed, snd they retraced 

a nett produce in the agricultural department 



their steps, followed by the entire village, 

of Rios 779,800 only, as the Imperial Govern- 



members of the crowd even insisting on trans- 

ment receive half as revenue. Under these 



porting them over the muddy shallow inter- 

circumatanoes the cultivation of silk must be 



vening between the beach and the boats. The 

the most profitable calling; moreover there is a 



village appeared to contain about 1,000 aouls, 

great saving of labour. For instance :—Thera 



and waa of a very poor description, a little 

are four times the number of men employed in 



agricoltnre and fishing being the sole resources 

agricultural pursuits that are requisite for the 



of the inhabitants. No trace of the wreck was 

silk trade ; it has been clearly shewn that a 



visible, although it was diligently looked for; 

profit of nearly Rios 400,000 exists in favour of 



bnt some junks were seen in the neighbour 

the silk cultivators during each year and this 



hood of the spot where it is believed to lie. 

can bo aocompliahed by one fourth the number 



These on being approached made sail, snd as 

of hauds. Therefore we advise the epoedy till- 



the Rinal/io'i draught of water rendered follow- 

ing of the waste lands where the mulberry and 



ing them among the islands rather a risky pro- 

ten plants can be reared. There are many idle 



Deeding, they were allowed to depart, while 

and careless land-owners io our midst who hare 


1 

the expedition, on peaceful purpose alone in- 

yet to learn the happiuoas of diligeoce, the most 



tent, returned to Shanghai.— N.-C. Utruld. 

industrious and diligent men are always the 



- 

moat happy and contented. Then arouse your- 



A VAEjrxK of Koeaka-mnra in Musashi. named 

selves, develops the resources of your country. 


1 

Yahei, has writfon to government on the sub- 

flourish sod be hsppy. The happiness of 



ject of the folly of farmers and others who keep 

mankind depends npon ordinary industry sod 



cattle and horses, when theso animals die 

care. Oh men! forsake your idle ways and ys 



making no ose of their skins ; and the reason 

will be sore to prosper. 



of this, with many is that they hare served 

Ymiim uii Goran, 


1 

them faithfully during life, sod they do not 

Fuji-mure-thiro. 



like to skin them when they are dead. Wakass 

■ 



calls all this very foolish snd pointing out the 

A certain portion of the town will be set apart 



value of the skins urges that government 

for tho habitations of these females. 



should give orders to the people that they 

YaJiaxaigi-Kur Goran, 



should not be thrown sway. The subject is to 

Fuji-mura-shiro. 



bs considered. 

On the mountain called Shinyen-cao lire# a 


1 


Buddhist priest in a temple surrounded by a 



The Kofv Shimbun contains tho following:— 

large garden, a small house iu this garden is 



Proclamation:—Silk worms eggs form a 

the dwelling place of a hermit named Miya- 



principal part of the produce of our country 

moto Kikinothin. This hermit was formerly 



snd are largely dealt in by merchants of other 

servant of a Kuge who some time ago dismissed 


1 

countries, being classed by them as superior 

him from his service, he wandered about house- 
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lew until ho took op his quarters at his present 
retreat. He is mast eoceutrie in his ways and 
informs everybody that he is Shnhichi (person 
of high rank) ho prepares medirines which he 
states are infallible in caring the deaf, dumb, 
lame, blind, or aDj other of nature’s afflictions; 
he does a thriving business with his visitors and 
many aver that he has amassed a considerable 
sum of money. Although we have heard that 
many people place great faith in him we cannot 
remember on instance where a cure has been 
effected. By many superstitious peop'e this 
man has been worshipped as a god: in fact he 
is one of the moat skilful impostors that Kuwa- 
chino Kuoi has yet produced : surely this man 
ought not be allowed to carry on these frauds 
with such impunity. We true! the authorities 
will make it their business to enquire into 
this individual’s practices. 


A rouctat** of the let district (Dai ichi 
dniku) Tokt-i. named Teunekitrhi recently went 
mad: hut not being put in confinement, got a 
comrade to go out with him on a spree. Hav¬ 
ing engaged a large jinrikieha that would hold 
them both, they ordered the man to take them 
to Yoehiwitrm. As they were passing Uyetio, 
the msdmsn took it into his head to drive a 
little faster; and drawing a weapon (not des¬ 
cribed), be cut the poor coolie in the back, 
making four nasty wounds. What became of 
the companion is not told: but ths madman 
bad sense enough to know that he had com¬ 
mitted crime, and mnde off to hide himself, 
which he did in the house of a gardener at 
llukojima, where he wee discovered and sent to 
Baibaneho. The coolie waa a farming man of 
Yctchigo. Hi* wounds are so severe, that 
•mall hopes are entertained ot his recovery. 

A mseuAif from Hiroshima, dated 5th July 
8 a.m., has been received—** Heavy sea ; houses 
and bridges destroyed } people drowned : com¬ 
ing in the office; now taking away instru¬ 
ments.* 


Thu roLLOwrue. we hear, are likely to be the 
movements of the Foreign Squadrons in these 
waters:—ii.M.S. Iron Duit and gunboats Dwarf 


and ThistD have left for Nagasaki. From there, 
these vessels go north as far as the Russian 
settlements on the coast of Tartary, and it is 
probable that the Ruwian, French and American 
Squadrons will also proceed to thoae parta. 
The Salami* and Cadmus are appointed to carry 
the mail*, and the ThiitU will probably come 
up here to take the place of the Cadmus. The 
Iron Duit will return about 4th or 5th Octo¬ 
ber, for a stay of three weeks, when she goea 
to Shanghai for winter quarters. The Cadmus 
it is expected will return here for the winter. 
From our exchangee we observe that the officers 
and crew of this ship have rondo thomseives 
very popular both in Australia and China. 

The Kioto Shimbun contain* the following 

We have been favoured with a short account 
of the voyage to Europe, by three of our mer¬ 
chants which we insert with great pleasure 

•’On the 16th day, 11th month, last year, we 
exiled from Kobe in the American Mail Steamer 
Jftm York. At 7 a.m., the following day we 
arrived iu Nagasaki. At S pm., on the 19th 
the steamer left Nagasaki and on the 21st passed 
Kocliiyo-kukai in Chins, At 4 p ra. same dale 
arrived at Shanghai. We obtained a splendid 
view of the Foreign Settlement, grand buildings, 
fine streets etc., our pens cannot attempt to 
describe this plaee. This port appears to be ia 
• most flourishing condition. 

On the night of the 26th instant we went 
•lioard the French iron steamer .Ayson (?) and 
sailed early the following n aming This is a 
magnificent steamer the measures one thousand 
six hundred feet. Early on the morning of 1st 
of the 12th month we arrived at the small island 
of Hongkong. This is • British colony the place 
it in a very prosperous condition. It was rain¬ 
ing very hard while we were there, the teropro- 
lure was shout equal to that of Japan in the 
month of May, Took our departure on the 4th 
and arrived at S«i»on in Attain on the 7th Ibis 
country belongs to France, the principal city is 
called Saigon. Compared with this country 
Japan is very eold. Perspiration was continual¬ 
ly soaking our clothing, ants, musqnitoa, and 
other venomous insects stung us badly, at the 
same time making a great noiae, rendering sleep 
impossible. A great quantity of the Indigo 
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plant it reared here, it it to be seen in every 
direction, iplcodid tropical flowers were alao in 
full bloom. The river which leada to thia port 
ia eery large, dyked on either aide and flanked 
by large trees and ahruba, ao thick as to prerent 
us seeing any of the houses. Long tailed moo- 
keys sported about from tree to tree, and on a 
moonlight night we coeld see the tigers search¬ 
ing for food. The city seems to be anything but 
flourishing. 

We sailed on the 8th and arrived in Singapore 
on the 18th. This place is an English Colony 
consequently it is most prosperous. The climate 
is very warm, during our stay we experienced 
a heary thunder-storm accompanied by a regular 
down pour of rain, as soon as the weather 
cleared up, myride of insects sallied forth with a 
shrill trumpet lake noise. The climate reminded 
us of a hot autnmn day in Japan. 

Sailed on the 13th and early on 17tb, an¬ 
chored at Ceylon. This large island situated to 
the south of India ia a British possession. Tbs 
place seems to be very lonely and the foreigners 
houses small. It was hers that Shaka first set 
forth the doctrines of Buddhism. At Ceylon we 
mat the former Governor of Tokei. The gentle¬ 
man—Mr. Juro—cave ns letter*: of Introduction 
to some of hit Parisian friends. The climate of 
Ceylon is extremely hot, 

Bailed on the 8tb, on the 35th, we landed at 
Aden; the country here belongs to EogLnd, it 
is very mountainous and the vallice are like 
deserts, not a shrub or plant can be seen. 

At 10 a.m. same day sailed and were soon in 
the Bed Sea, so called from its color at sun rise 
and sun set. At seven a.m. on the 80th, arrived 
at Sues and sailed at 1 a m., same day entered 
the large canal which connects the Bed Sea with 
the Mediterranean. This Canal is thirty five 
miles in length and was excavated some two 
years ago by Frenchmen. The gigantic nature 
of this undertaking sad the perseverance display, 
ed by the French, can scarcely be imagined. 

On the 3nd January, 1878, arrived at a 
Turkish port in the Medileranean, which the 
French made at the same lime as the canal. A 
great number of vessels an in this port; amongst 
others a Urge Japanese steamer which excited 
great cariosity, if we were to judge by the num¬ 


bers who visited her. On enqniry we foand 
that it was a steamer built to order in America 
sad that she was on her wey to Japan. 

At 4 a.m. set sail and arrived at Marseilles. 
The climate something similar to ours in Sep¬ 
tember. This is a great sea port town, it is be¬ 
yond our abilities to give an idea of the splendid 
buildings and fine street of Marseilles. We 
attended a large auction of silk-worms eggs, 
there were about three thousand cards offered 
for sale; wa examined the cards and foand that 
they bore the uame of Murats Matan-yemoa of 
Aaai gori Kokuwaji-mura in Omi. The papers 
were very bad and did not bear the government 
permission stamp. We enquired where they 
were bought, and were told that they were pur¬ 
chased in Tokio. The aoctioneer did not seem 
to known that all eeonine cards should carry the 
government stamp. We trust that you will 
ventilate this metier in your paper. We remain, 
ed five dsya here and then travelled by rail to 
Lyons, ala ting at 11 a.m., and reaching oar 
destination, a distanoe of a hundred rt, in twelve 
hours. We found it very cold at Lyons, snow 
being on the ground. We met a Mr. Turi-tere, 
he advised us to apply to the Japanese Minister 
in Paris to find us an interpreter, but as wa 
considered this course too expensive we picked 
np with a m m here having a slight knowledge 
of Japanese. 

Sakoba Tbowb-biohi, 

IkOCTB Ihbb, 

Toihidi Chc-hIchi. 


Tbb swttbb amount received in the six divi¬ 
sions of Tokei for rates and taxes during May 
was $9,220.50, being $25 leas than April. 

The entire revenue of Tokei Fu for Mey was 
$57,082.92—and expenditure in officer's sala¬ 
ries, rewards, Ac., was $19,454.30, In addi¬ 
tion to above receipts wore 481 koktu rice. It 
ia not told how the large balance is expended. 


Printed and pnbtuKed far the proprietor by 
JAMKSB.ANOLIN.ar tke “Javan GAxrrrr, 
Pt intinf Ofioe, A'e. 85, Mam Street, Te AsAawa, 
Japan. 
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XOTONOXI. 

GENEALOGY OK Tf& EMPERORS. 

( Continued from page 35.) 

URING the reign of the Both Em¬ 
peror, Go-horikawa-in, many vir- 
tuous men disappeared mystorious- 
ly, and on the whole the times 
-t wore Tory troublous. Among thoso 
put out of the way wore Hoj5 Yoshitoki and 
the philosopher Oy6 Hiromoto. In the 
second year of this reign in the 6th month 
enow fell in Joshiu, and lay on the ground to 
a great depth, so that all the grass and leaves 
turned yellow. In the 9th month of tho 
same year large stones fell from heaven in 
Oshiu. In tho next year a famine prevailed 
over the whole Empire, and great misery 
existed in every district. 

No events of any historical intorost occurred 
in this or the succeeding nine reigns. They 
were only marked by a succession of famine 


years, and an invasiou from So and Gen 
countries,* which however was successfully 
mot, tho invaders being driven back with 
tremendous slaughter. 

Tho names of tho nine succeeding Em¬ 
perors were : — 


01—Fushimi-in 
02—Gofushimi-in 
93—Gofuka-in 
9 4—Uanozouo-in 


86 —Shijo-in 
87—Gosnga-in 
«8—Gofuka-in 
89—Kamoyama-in 
00—Gontatin 

During tho reign of Gofh'shimi-in au am¬ 
bassador was sent from China, but he wan 
taken and decapitated as a spy. A few years 
later a priest arrived from China, and was 
temporarily imprisoned but subsequently set 
free. He staid in tho country and dwelt At 
Kioto whore bo built the temple of Nanjen-ji. 

• The invasion shove alluded to ought to have u 
little more weight attached to it, as it *u thnt which 
Kublai Khan attempted, and was tho only serious 
one ever experienced by Japan. A storm destroyed 
the ships; and 30,000 prisoners were taken and killed. 
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Hanasono-in was only 12 yean old when 
he became emperor. He was succeeded by 
Qotaigo Tenno, the 95th Emperor, who was 
bo far of a different temperament to hia pre¬ 
decessor* a* to chafe under the oontrol of the 
Shogoon, who still held his court at Kama¬ 
kura. The epoch was changed to Genko. 

The Shogoon Hijfi Takatoki was quite un¬ 
fit for power. He spent his time in debau¬ 
chery ; and cruelty and inj astiee abounded. 
The people hated his very name, and the 
Emperor resolved to put an end to him and 
the H6j6 clan. Takatoki was informed of 
the attack that was to be made upon him, 
and had the men who were to have executed 
the Emperor’s designs captured and banished 
to the island of Sado. A few years after¬ 
wards he became a priest, shaved his head, 
and resigned his office, assuming the name of 
Bokan. Many famous priests were exiled 
on account of the conspiracy they formed to 
destroy Kamakura. 

In the 7th year of Genko, a violent earth¬ 
quake occurred, which disminished the 
hoight of Fujiyama several hundred feet. 

The head priest of the Tendai sect was 
a son of the Emperor, who now prevailed 
with him to attempt the destruction of the 
Hojd family: but again was the plot dis¬ 
covered, and the priest escaped with dif¬ 
ficulty. He took refuge in the monastery of 
Hanjiya-ji. (He subsequently himself be¬ 
came Shogoon, and under the posthumous 
title of Ote-no-mia he has a shrine at Kama¬ 
kura, a photograph of which was given in 
the For Eoit vol. 2, Page 85.) 

On the failure of the conspiracy the Em¬ 
peror fled to Kasagiyama, where he built a 
fortress, and calling to him his trusty ser¬ 
vant Kusunoki Masashige, he placed all 
military affairs in his hands. In the 9th 
month of this year (1881) Tokiwa, a Kama¬ 
kura general, attacked the Emperor in 
the caxtle at Kaeagi, took him prisoner 
and sent him to the island of Oki. In the 
noxt month tho Kamakura army laid siege 
to the castle of Akasa, the stronghold of 
Masashige and took it. The Emperor was 
now declared deposed, and the Kamakura 
party placed a son of Gofuahimi-in on the 


throne, under the title of Kogeu-in. But 
Gotaigo retained the three precious symbols 
of power called "jinki.” 

And qow a period ensued which is per¬ 
haps (he darkest and dreariest in the an¬ 
nals of Japan. A period the history -of 
which is little more than a record of furious 
passions, bitter animosities and destructive 
civil war*. The empire was divided into 
two parties, under Gotaigo and Kogen 
who were known as the southern and the 
northern emperors. Kogen was always called 
" the false emperor " by the legitimists. Im¬ 
mense efforts were now put forth by both 
sides. Oto-no-mia escaped from the monas¬ 
tery in which he had taken refuge and suo- 
oeeded in reaching the oaatie of Yoahino. 
Masashige marched to the Akaaaba castle 
which had been taken by the northern party, 
and laying siege to it caused it and many 
generals to surrender, and then fought a 
desperate battle at Tenn&ji, and gained a 
complete victory. Violent efforts were made 
to dislodgo the victorious army from Tenn6ji, 
but without suocess. But Akasaka castle 
was again taken by the Kamakura or eastern 
army, as it was called, who cut the aqueduct 
by which it was supplied with water. There 
were only 200 soldier* in it at the time of its 
recapture, but they were inhumanly de¬ 
capitated, and their heads publicly exposed. 
The eastern army now advanced to Yoahino 
where Oto-no-mia was, and onoe more he 
had to fly for his life, and this time arrived 
at the castle of Chihaya near Miako, where 
Masashige and many of the highest nobles 
were assembled. This castle was now be¬ 
sieged. It is said that originally the besie< 
gers numbered over 100,000 men, but by a 
clever stratagem Masashige caused 50,000 of 
them to be diverted from the spot, and then 
managed to repulse the rest 

About this time Gotaiko escaped from Oki, 
and speedily found himself immeoaely power¬ 
ful ; a vast army surrounding and supporting 
him. H6j6 sent an army to the capital 
under Ashikaga Taka-uji, but it was com¬ 
pletely routed, the general surrendering to 
the Emperor. Hdjd now retreated with the 
Northern Emperor to K a mak ura, but through 
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the treachery of one of the vassals the unfor¬ 
tunate Kogen Tenno had to return again to 
the capital. At thia time Nitta Yoahi raised 
an army againat Hdjd at Kodzuki, and ho 
marched upon Kamakura, aaoked and burnt 
it. And eo fell the city never more to rise; 
so too fell the powerful HOjd family who 
had been for nearly 100 years the haughty 
dictators of the Empire. Kamakura had 
been the seat of government for 150 years. 
First under Yoritomo who founded it; next 
the two generations of the Fujikawa clan; 
next under four generations of princes, rela¬ 
tives of the Emperor; and fourthly, under the 
H0j6 family, who having usurped tho office 
of fihogoon hold it for nine generations. 
Thus this disastrous war ended with the de¬ 
struction of the H 6 j 0 family ; and for a time 
it soemed that the Empire might now look 
for the blessings of peace. A few months 
only passed when the fallacy of such hopes 
was apparent, and a most furious war broke 
out over the Empire. 

Gotaigo Tenno was restored to full power ; 
but ho seemed now less fittod for it than 
ever. His son Moriyoshi (Oto-no-miu) was 
appointed to the Shogoonate and took up his 
residence at Kamakura as bofore. At the 
same time Ashikaga Toka-uji, the founder of 
a long dynasty of Shogoons, commenced to 
rise. lie was promoted to tho rank of Jiu- 
B&nmi. A magnificent palace was built for 
the Emporor, and many generals wore re¬ 
warded according to their merits. 

It was not long before tho ambition of 
Ashikaga began to appear. He managed to 
make tho Shogoon abdicate, in hopes of get¬ 
ting tho place for himself, bat another son of 
the Emperor was appointed. 

It was hardly to be expected that whilst 
any disturbances gavo a chance to the ruined 
Hdjd, he would fail to avail himself of them 
lie raised a rebellion in 8 hinshiu; and as 
hosts of his old supporters flocked to his 
standard, he was soon able to ploco himself 
before Kamakura at the hoad of a largo 
army. All he did however was to havo tho 
late Shogoon Moriyoshi and Ashikaga Tada- 
yoshi basely murdered, aud the reigning 
ahogoou taken prisoner. For Ashikaga Ta¬ 


ka-uji came down like 9 . thunder clap upon 
him and utterly destroyed him. Then it was 
that Ashikaga Taka-i^i determined to be in¬ 
dependent, and he boldly proclaimed himself 
Sei daj Shogoon. On hearing this the Em¬ 
peror Qataigo was furious, and sent a power¬ 
ful army against him; but Ashikaga drove 
them before him to Kioto, and entered the 
capital in triumph. Before he enterod the 
city, the Emperor sought refuge in Hiyeizan. 

But tho friends of the Emperor, or, speak¬ 
ing with equal truth, the onomies of the 
usurper, rallied; and a fierce battle was 
fought, in which Ashikaga Taka-uji was total¬ 
ly defeated, and obliged to fly to the west¬ 
ward. 

In those days the boldest warrior, ho who 
would most certainly load them to battle, 
could always command myriads of fighting 
men. A very short time elapsed before Taka- 
uji once more advanced toward the capital at 
the head of a larger army than ever. He 
was met by the Emperor himself, who ac¬ 
companied the brave Hasashige at the head 
of his forces, and the armies met in a battle 
at Hiogo, wharo the good and faithful gene¬ 
ral was slain. The Emperor did all in his 
power to rally the troops, but was obliged to 
withdraw to Hiyoixan: which Taka-uji at¬ 
tempting to attack, he was driven back with 
great loss. Then tho Emperor following up 
his flying columns until they reached Kioto, 
Ashikaga rallied his men, and managed to 
tako tho Emperor prisoner and so to convey 
him into tho city. 

In the winter of the year the Emperor 
effoctod his escape to Yoahino, which he pro¬ 
claimed the metropolis of tho southern Em¬ 
pire—for now the division became more 
intense than ever. Taka-uji to serve his per¬ 
sonal ambition proclaimed as Emperor the 
brother of Kogen-in who had been eo hauled 
about by Hojd. He assumed the tide of 
Komei-io, aud counts as the 97 th Emperor. 
The Empire hod now two epochs, the 
southern party naming it Yengen, the 
northern Kinbu. 

Every day aaw its contoet; and one day 
tho southern Emperor was in the ascendant 
and next day the northern. But Gotaigo 
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still hold the symbols of power; and when 
he died, as he did very shortly after this, 
thoy wore delivered safely to his successor 
Gomurikami Tenno. Aahikaga Taka-uji was 
now appointed 8ei dai Shogoon by the Em¬ 
peror of the north. At this period was 
fought the first battle in which spears were 
used, and for some time fortune favoured the 
army which adopted them. 

Komei-in was soon sick of hia enthralled 
condition and resigned : hia auoceasor being 
Suko-in, the 98th Emperor. Among all the 
Emperors since the tisne of Yoritomo, only 
one seems to have had spirit enough to resist 
the tyrannical usurpation of power by the 
Shogoona. That one was Gotaigo, and we 
have aeon the effects of his doing so. It is 
impossible to withhold from him a large 
amount of sympathy in his brave efforts to 
recover for himself and his successors the 
power as well as the name of Emperor ; and 
his varying fortunes givo him an interest 
over all his predecessors and successors ; for 
had they battled for their rights as he did, it 
might not have been reserved for the 19th 
century to see the concentration of power in 
the proper hands. It must be ovident that 
all the troubles, all the bloodshed that dis¬ 
grace the Empire for centuries upon centuries 
arose wholly and solely from the false posi¬ 
tion in which the Mikadoes were placed. 
Taught to consider thomselvee so sacred that 
the vulgar world must not look upon them 
and live, and as a consequence keeping them¬ 
selves or being forced by their courtiers to 
keep themselves shut off from the rest of tho 
world, can it be wondered at that they should 
find their position so irksome that they 
should seek relief in retirement as early as 
possible. Boy after boy became emperor, 
only to reign until old enough to tnko the 
reins of power; when they were induced to 
retire, that the power might still remain in 
the hands of those who had held it so long. 
Then come tho claims of rival families for 
this power, and so it naturally fell out that, 
first, family feuds, then national disunion, 
and finally the bitterest internecine wars, pse- 
vailed. We doubt if any country in the 
world ever experienced such interminable, 


bloody, and disgraceful civil strife as did this 
beautiful land of the rising sun. Hard¬ 
ly a battle, hardly a oftnferenoe, hardly a fes¬ 
tival or gathering of any kind took place, 
that treachery was entirely absent from. 
One day a great leader is on one aide, next 
day on the other, and personal jealousies 
were ever to be feared. This Ashikaga 
Taka-uji it has been seen is an instance—and 
many others have been given in the course of 
this record—how little men had to bind them 
to a cause, except self-in tercet. We cannot 
attempt to follow all the chan gee, and the 
battles that produced them, in this barbarous 
strife. 

To Buko-in succeeded Gokonjin-in, the 
98th Emperor. On his accession such was 
the situation of the northern Empire, that by 
the treachery of one of his nobles, he was 
forced to leave Kioto and retire to Mino, ac¬ 
companied by Ashikaga Yoshinori, son of 
Taka-uji, who was absent with the army. 
Taka-uji had always been advancing in power. 

The Shogoon Taka-uji died in the 4th 
month of 3rd year of Yenbun, and Yoshinori 
was appointed in his stead. Ho only hold 
the power about two years, when through 
illnoss ho was inducod to give it up to his 
broiler i’oshimitzu—the greatest of the Ashi¬ 
kaga family. 

The southern Emperor dying, his son 
Hirohige succeeded him ; and the suoceesor 
of Ookogen-in of the northern empire was 
Ooyenyu—the 100th from Jinmu Tenno. 
Hirohige soon handed over the imperial 
honours to his brother Hironari Yoshimitzu. 
This Shogoon resided at Muromachi, whence 
he was callod the Muromachi Shogoon.* The 

• In Dickson's ‘ Japan ’ wo road ■ 

“ Daring the first troublous times Ashikaga had 
been Btrcngtbcning hi* position, enriching himself 
and rising in rank and favour to the highest position 
to which a subject could attain. He built a splendid 
house fur himself in Muromachi Street, called the 
1'alacc of Flower*, aud two others called respectively 
the Hold and Silver Houses, which were enough to 
be taken awny in pieces (after big death) and form 
parts of different temples, of which these [arts are 
still looked upon ns tbc chief ornaments. Such is 
the temple of Tchikuboo-shima in tbc Great Lake. 
Tbc titles given him were the bead of the Gen family; 
Joonc Ban goo— 1 >, as the Emperor s second bob— 
and Dai Shogoon. He was at length, before be was 
forty, raised to be Daijo Daijin, and during the fol- 
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Emperor early in hit reign paid him a visit 
at tbit splendid place, vhich was esteemed 
a most wonderful honour, such us had never 
before been paid to a subject. On this occa¬ 
sion he was promoted to the headship of the 
Minamoto clan. 

And now passing over the endless and 
sickening details of battles and treacheries 
and murders which the Japanese writers 
think necessary as the best pabulum for the 
greedy palatos of their countrymen, we rest 
at length on one good and worthy name. 
Ouchi Yoehihiro, a noble distinguished aliko 
for his strength as for his skill in warlike 
science, resolved to exert himself to restore 
order to his blooding country. He concluded 
a truce between the two Emperors, and it 
was agreed that they should meet in Kioto. 
They met: aud Hironari extended his hand to 
the northern Emperor, hnd by the persuasion 
of the good Ouchi he offered to give up the 
emblems of sovereignty to his relative, who 
accepted them aud gave him tho high titlo 
of Daijo Tenno. Thenceforward they both 
lived in Kioto ; but the northern Emporor 
reigned solo ruler ovor tho land- 


lowing year he gave up his title* and p'ncc. and. 
•having bis bead, retired nndcr the Buddhist name of 
Zcnsau, or Heavenly Mountain. He moved about 
with a stylo and equipage similar (o that used by the 
Emperor. Ue sent ait embassy to Chinn, and received 
an answer, in which he was styled Nippon Wo or 
King of Jspan. The Kiu'wrur visited him, and con¬ 
ferred on him the title of Kubo-samn—Kulsi being 
the title of tlic father or i-rcdtccsanr of the Emperor 
after abdication, saiua implying that he is equal to or 
" the same as." He wag tho first to whom the title 
was given, and It i* still a titlo which is conferred by 
tli« Emperor, and is not inherent iu any office. He 
died in HOS. The office of Shogun became heredi¬ 
tary in the family of Ashiknga, and henceforth the 
pcaitiun of Kwanrei or Minister to the Sbcgooa wag 
aspired to a* conveying the chief power in lire cm jure. 
Kamakura was still tlic ngual residcncs of this officer. 
Eight families wore set apart, from among wh in it 
wag eligible to name the Kwanrei, chief among whom 
were Hosokawa. Hatakiysma, and Uycsoogi—the 


Thus ended this long disastrous warfare. 

But now cornea a sad fact to be related. 
We havo called Ouchi a good and worthy 
man for his patriotism in bringing this foul, 
unnatural strife to an end; but observe the 
manner of his death. 

The Shogoon Yoahimitzu retired shortly 
after these events, and his son Yoshimochi 
succeeded him. lie himself was advanced to 
the rank of Daijo Daijin os a reward for his 
faithful service. He shaved his head, how¬ 
ever, and ascended to the mountain lliyeizan. 

No sooner had Ashiksga Yoshimochi be¬ 
come Shogoon than Ouchi Yoehihiro revolted 
against him; and he who had rooiu-iled the 
emperors, and put an ond to tlie civil war, 
was arrested and beheaded os a traitor. 

Two years after this, tho late Shogoon 
Ashiknga Yoahimitzu scut a letter to the 
Emporor of China, and in returu he received 
much treasure and v&laablo v«Mb from him. 

Ashikaga Yoahimitzu died iu the palace of 
Kitayana in tho loth year of this epoch. 

(To he continued.) 


family of Bosukawn being at this time moat power¬ 
ful- After the death of the great Ashikaga, liis detr 
ecndaiitg were unable to wiultl the power which be 
luul transmitted to them, lie doc* nut seem to buve 
established any jiowcrful government througtiout the 
empire, but would appear to have held wbst ho hod 
toiled rather fruni the country being tiroit of civil war 
than from any great administrative talent in himself, 
baring the century which followed, civil war seems 
to have been the normal state of Jtt|>sn, -one nuui 
after another rising to seise Ilia reins—at one time at 
Miako, at another at Kamakura. No otic chief was 
aide to reduce tliu whole empire to a guttled state of 
Uaoqulllily. If one rose a little alrovc bis compeers, 
the? combined against him ; while the monasteries 
and religiou* sects were *n powerful as to I*; aide to 
Insure success to whatever side they gave tlieir in¬ 
fluence and assistance Tnis state of thing* out- 
tinned till Nohniwga gradually rose out of tlie crowd; 
and struck down the |n>wer of these Buddhist seel*." 
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YA80UJI TAKSOUCHI. 


O NE of the mast celebrated men in the 
ancient Japanese annals for beauty of 
person and excellence of disposition, was a 
certain nobleman called Yaaouji Takeguchi. 
He was admired by women : and thus was 
sure to have enemies among small-hearted 
and onvious men; but for the most part his 
kindness and geniality of temper made him 
a favourite with rich and poor. 

It happened that tho Emperor sent for him 
to Kioto and there conferred upon him the 
title of Jiushi-i—8th rank of the nobility— 
without howovor conferring any special 
dutios upon him. He was then, by the im¬ 
perial order, permitted to viait the eastern 
statoe, but before ho left he oonfeired upon 
Kamedzru his favourite retainer, (whose pro¬ 
per home was at the foot of Sbirao, a moun¬ 
tain in the province of Mino), the splendid 
yashiki he had built at Tagayaaxu in Kawa- 
chi, a moat lovely spot which had belonged 
to his ancestors for many generations; and 
ho induced Kumodzru to live there, and gave 
him attendants, and a considerable sum of 
money to distribute as he thought best for the 
good of the province. 

Having taken leave of his friend after the 
mutual exchange of presents, he set forth at 
the end of March, and about the middle of 
April reached Nobitomo in the provinoe of 
Musashi, where his brother-in-law Miyagano 
lived. At this time there was an old fox who 
wrought much harm to the people of this 
district. So without tolling any one of his 
intention he determined to try and kill it, 
even though harm should come to him in the 
attempt. He bravely searched for the evil 
beast, and killed it with a single arrow, and 
those who had been possessed by it speedily 
recovered from the strange demoniac disease 
that had affected them. This was a deed 
highly thought of but Yaaouji told bis 
attendants and his brother-in-law to say 
nothing aboat it, as ho hated boasting ; and 
they kept the matter eecret. But an old 
proverb says “ A thing ever so confidentially 
toldi is soon known over a thousand riand 
many did hear of this, aud some of those 


even who were healed, felt jealous of their 
deliverer instead of grateful to him. 

Amongst others to whom the news was 
carried was the superintendent of tho pro¬ 
vince, Kameari Komatx’kawa, who had other 
reasons for jealousy and hatred of Yasouji. 
Komatszkawa had seen, loved and sought as 
bis wife, the lovely daughter of Haradaz’ma 
Sruda; but the father refusing his consent, 
his would-be son-in-law, deeming that pride 
was the cause of his refusal and that Scuds 
looked down upon him, was so enraged that 
he cruelly attacked his house and murdered 
the old man. He afterwards loarned that 
tho cause of tho rejection of his suit was, 
that a marriage had previously been agreod 
to between the young lady and Yaaouji; and 
thenoe his hate was oonoentred upon the 
favoured lover—first because he had won 
tho coveted damsel; and, secondly, because 
through him he had become a murderer. Be¬ 
fore this time he had never seen Yasouji; 
but he had heard of him as the handsomest 
man in Japan, and of the unbounded admira¬ 
tion of the fair sex for his person and amiablo 
disposition. And when, shortly afterwards, 
ho saw him taking his pleasure in a boat on 
the river he thought he must be a weak man 
quite unable to handle any manly weapon; 
and who would be annihilated if he only 
glared upon him with his eyes. 

Whon Yasouji went to Kioto, KomaU’- 
kawa not knowing of his having been sum¬ 
moned by the Emperor, thought he must 
have gone to bring up rotainen to avenge 
the death of his father-in-law. He therefore 
made every preparation at his own house for 
his protection against any attack. 

Yaaouji knew nothing of all this; but of 
course he did not forgive the murderer of his 
wife’s fathor, though at present he could not 
give much thought to revenge, being .ordered 
on some important business of the govern¬ 
ment to tho province of Mutex’ in the far 
north. 

He set out on his journey northward with 
only two attendants, as his object and rank 
wore to be concealed; and travelling over 
several famous rivers, mountains and plains, 
he came at length to the banks of tho river 
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Sumida. He looked in at the ferryman’s 
hut. but saw only a young girl about 14 
years of age, who was mending a fishing net. 
Seeing the Btranger she immediately laid 
glide her task, rose, and bowing respectfully, 
told him that her father, the forryraan, had 
gone to sell sparrows at the neighbouring 
villages; for the number of passengers had 
become so few that it was hard to live with¬ 
out such additional aid. She asked him 
therefore to ait down on a bench and wait 
until her father’s return; and brought him 
a cup of tea and some common sweetmeats. 

Obliged to wait, Yasouji filled his gold- 
inlaid pipe, and sat down to abide with 
patience the ferryman’s arrival. As he sat, 
he saw on the opposite bank at Mukojimn, 
a party of about 15 or 20 persons, nnd hoped 
that they might ho coming over in the boat 
from that side, so that he might take passage 
on its return. 

The party consisted of Koraatz'kawa, and 
his attendants, with two or three ladies. 
They were going to a spot on which a house 
belonging to Szudn had formerly stood, 
where Kumatz’kawa had determined to build 
a pleasure houso. Being hero, ho also do- 
sirod to visit a temple dedicated to Shimmci 
at Ishihams, and then to cross and worship 
JCwannon at Asakusa. It was getting late 
in the day, and he was considering that if he 
fulfilled this design he would not be home 
until very late, and hie wife Awana, whom 
he only married a few daye beforo, would be 
anxious about him, and might imagino he 
was spending his time in bad company. Ho 
paused therefore at the ferry near Shimmei, 
and thought of hia wife. The scene was very 
peaceful; the temple lay sacredly among the 
pine treee, which formed a noble avenue; 
and the eun was setting behind the village 
of Sakasaye where hia own house was situat¬ 
ed in tlio distance. Flocks of snowy herons 
ever and anon flew up from or alighted in 
the rice fields j and the rosy reflection of the 
sun glittered like gold on the smooth surface 
of tho river. Charmed with the effect, he 
took a telescope from an attendant, and 
looked through it in every direction. Sud¬ 
denly, after looking awbiln at tho oppoeito 


bank of the stream, he uttered an exclama¬ 
tion, and hia complexion changed colour. 
*• Look," he said, •' there are four persons 
waiting in the ferryman’s hut opposite, and 
one of them is a splendid though delioate 
looking person, wearing n beautiful long ailk 
robe, a haori (loose ooat) dyed with the figure 
of vines, and hnkamas (wide trowsers—only 
worn by samourai) of fine silk. It is Yasouji 
Takoguchi; a man of whom I think by night 
as well as by day." 

After again gazing through the glass anx¬ 
iously, he continued, *' I cannot tell whether 
he is coming to molest me, or to spy out iny 
estate; hut thore are few attendant* with 
him. Wo will therefore let Slim come over 
here and then fall upon him and kill him.” 
He increased in vohomence as ho proceeded, 
" Now, ray friends, let no one flinch or run 
away; but if Auyone be wounded or killed in 
the combat, I will givo to his relatives double 
the amount of rations he at present receives.” 

Whilst hia attendants prepared to obey 
him, ho turned to them and said—“ One of 
you roust disguise himself as the ferryman 
nnd take the fertyboat across; and you, my 
maidens, go and hido yourselves in some 
house where you will be out of the way." 

This was well; but when did women over 
miss such an opportunity for gratifying their 
curiosity ? Ono of tho maidenB named Uki- 
kusa came forward nnd said " Oh, I have 
hoard that Yasouji is equal to Michinji, the 
most beautiful and lovable man mentioned in 
ancient story, but I have never seen him. 
For my part I hate these effeminate-looking 
men. Do lot mo look through the glass that 
I may judge for myself whether report be 
true." So saying she put out her hand to 
take the telescope ; but Komntx'kawa, the su¬ 
perintendent, angrily rebuked her telling her 
to " begone and not talk like a harlot.” She 
retired silently, nnd as she did no one 
of the men, Matenku by name, advanced 
and said boldly, “ Sir, I was formerly 
a mere gardener and seller of plants: and 
for my skill in grafting trees, you have shewn 
me much favour, and mado me one of your 
retainers, and have given me rations equal to 
your hereditary vassals. I have found it 


Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




the far east. 


56 

difficult to know how to requite your peat 
kindness. Now the opportunity offors. Ya- 
souji has como in the nick of time, and how 
ahall we allow him to escape ? Though un¬ 
accustomed to rowing, I can easily manage to 
•cull the ferry boat. Pardon my forwardness 
in making this proposition to my good lord. 
It is an easy matter to allow your enemy to 
come ac.-oss and to attack and kill him ; hut 
he is a clover and canning fellow and !ioa 
with him a faithful attendant named Marahei 
who novor leaves him, and who is not only 
brave and the door of many peat and war¬ 
like achievements, but is in fact suporior to 
moat men both in strength and in the akilful 
use of the sword. Thi-. I have hoard, and I 
believe it In this case then though we may 
slay them all yet it will bo only after a severe 
fight, and we cannot say who may be wonnd- 
ed, I havo a plan therefore, by which your 
end may be attainod, Yasouji Blain, and my 
lord and all your attendants escape danger. 
Pray give me leave to explain. 

Komatz’kawa, evidently pleased with the 
fidelity of his vassal, ordered him to continue. 

“ My lord. I can never repay one thou¬ 
sandth part of your kindness to me; but I 
wish you to loavo Yasouji to me, evon though 
it may appear that I am Booking my own 
self-glory in what I propose. I beseech you 
to return home with your attendants, and lot 
stops bo taken to prevent the peoplo of the 
country Iruma boing talked over by Yasouji 
to attack you, or revolt against your autho¬ 
rity. Consider the danger you aro in, and 
let prudence counsel you how to meet it.” 

'* You are right,” said Komntz’kawa, ” it 
is certainly unwise to be hero without ar¬ 
mour, helmet or weapons. Dut how can you 
accomplish alone, what you say truly is a 
work of danger for all of us T' 

“ I will toll my lord my plan in a fow 
word>," replied Mata’aku. " Look, 8ir; the 
house near tho river’s bank, which you see 
and call Bnikwan, belongs to tny sister, a nun 
named Yckiyo. My daughter Ayoao lives 
with her. Ayaso hns boon very sick ever 
since last autumn, but is now fast recovering. 


I will use her as a decoy. Yasouji shall stay 
at that house to-night, and my daughter shall 
entioe him, and shall make him drink wine, 
and when he is drunk and his vassals too, I 
can easily kill them. Love and wine are 
sufficient to crush such courageous fellows; 
but should these fail, I will then attack him 
boldly regardless of my own life. Let me 
have my own way in this, and leave me to 
carry out my plan alone.” 

tie spoke with such an appearance of re¬ 
solution and sincerity, that Komatx’kawa was 
much gratified, and said, “Your wish is 
granted. I admire your faithfulness, and 
will go home, loaving you to carry your 
scheme through, and I trust you will be suc¬ 
cessful. But as I know your daughter is one 
unacquainted with the ways of the world, 
having been always kept at home under a 
caro equalling that of a mother, she is not 
fitted to charm such a man as Yasouji. Let 
Ukikusa, my maid, accompany you, as she 
has had experionco in charming men by her 
* it, joyfulness and beauty.” 

Then calling tho damsel to him he said, 
" Ukikusa, go with Mats'aku to bis sister's 
house. Yasouji will be there to-night. See 
that ho drinks wine until he is very drunk 
and falls asleep. Thon Matsaku will slay 
him. If you succeed in this I will reward 
you by giving you whatever you deeire.” 

She looked at him for one moment and 
then ropliod. “ You ask me to entertain Ya- 
aouji to-night, and to make him drink that 
ho may be slain. I consent, setting aside the 
shame that will follow me. You truly say 
I havo had experience in oharming men. 
When I was a geysha (single girl) in Funa- 
bashi, you know that I never slept at night, 
for entertaining guests. I havo not forgotten 
my old art, and I will charm any one how¬ 
ever courageous he may bo. Come Matsaku, 

I am ready. I will go and see Ayaso; and 
while waiting for Yasouji will once more put 
paint upon my faoe. I wish you good day, 
my lord ; and hopo to have the honour of 
seeing you again to-morrow.” 
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Matsaku was not satisfied with this ar¬ 
rangement, for he said "An accomplice will 
lessen the virtue of my deed." But he dared 
not retort or refuso, and ho and Ukikusa 
walked to the nun’s house. Ukikusa was 
left with Ayas^, and Matsaku went to change 
his dress, and to take the ferry-boat across 
tho river. 

Tasouji was all this time at the hut of the 
ferryman on the opposite bank. Seeing a 
boat put out from the other aide of the river, 
he rose quickly and spreading his fan, wavod 
it and called to the boatman impatiently. 

Matsaku obeyed the call, and receiving 
Yasouji and his attendants on board, 
they were in good spirits at putting an cud 
to their long detention. Yasouji was parti¬ 
cularly cheerful and communicative; and 
pointed out to them tho principal landmarks 
in sight A hill in the distance to the 
northward he told them was Tsukuha, the 
grand one in the south was Fuji-iio-vama— 
the most celebratod in Japan. A furcst there 
was that of Suijin, and tho village on the 
water side Sekiyato. 

Meanwhile as Matsaku listened to their 
conversation he expressed his astonishment 
that a travellor should be so w/dl acquainted 
with all the Datural features of tho country 
as to point out and name oorrectly the moun¬ 
tains, villages, Ac., and bemoaned his own 
ignorance of such matters ; although he was 
well acquainted with the management of 
boats, and the tides and currents of the river, 
having been aocustomod to them from boy¬ 
hood. He flattered Yasouji as one who hav¬ 
ing been brought up at Kioto was acquainted 
with the localitioe only by his reading and 
his knowledge of poetry; and lamented that 
though he was of the same flush and blood 
as Yaaouji, yet he was so iguorant that ho 
could scarcely read tho letters on tho stone 
direction poets. He asked Yasouji, if lie 
would compose a verse of poetry on tho 
scene around them. Yasouji was delighted 
with the man, and said, “ It is very ploasant 
to talk or aing about everything one sees 


in travelling. When I was in Kioto I 
thought it was my duty to compose or sing 
poetry with my friends; but since then, I 
have come to regard them as useless, and 
have got out of the habit. He made one 
verse, however:—" As I look upon tho 
cherry-trees (of Mukojima) which blossomed 
last Bpring, my clothes become wet with my 
tears as tho dewdrops fall on the leavoe.” 

Then Matsaku said, “ Though I could not 
precisely understand it, I think the meaning 
is that by seeing the treee full of leavos 
only, man feels grief that the blossom is 
gone like a dream. 

And Yasouji answered, “Even though 
flowers be scattered they shall blossom again; 
but Szuda having died, his soul has gone, 
like the water of a river never to return 
again 

Yasouji then told the boatman that though 
he was no blood relation of Szuda, yet being 
near the place of his burial, ho wished to 
visit his grave, and asked if he would fur¬ 
nish him with a guido. Tho ferryman re¬ 
plied, ‘‘Where Szuda lived formerly, the 
superintendent Kamatsz'kawa is now about 
to build a pleasure bouse. Since his death, 
ull his possessions hare been appropriated 
by KomutAz’kawa, and for tear of this man, 
no man has dared to raise a tomb to Szuda.” 

Matsaku then pointed to a bouse on the 
bank, and said, ‘‘In that house a nun who 
received much kiodnoes from Szuda is living, 
and though, for fear of the superintendent 
she has not put up a tablet in the house, 
she built two tombs—one for SzudA and the 
other ter his wife, one ri (two milea and a 
half) from here, and repented prayers to 
them daily.” He added, “If you are going 
to Mutsz’, you will find all the hotels at 
Sonji too full to recoive you, great crowds 
of people being detained there by the recent 
inundations. You had better therefore go 
to this nun’s house, if you can put up with 
such as she can provide, nud in tho morning 
I will guide you to the grave of Szuda. The 
nun too is fond of poetry, and has (wo young 
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disciples, and you will find more pleasure 
in their conservation than in. mine." 

On the beat reaching the bank Yaaouji 
aaid to his attendants, "Let ua go to this 
nun's house;" but Murahei whispered to 
him, “ Be cautious; this is enemy’s country; 
so we must be very careful." 

They went to the nun’s house, and found 
it in the midst of an exoellont yard, or garden 
full of various kinds of trees and ffowors, 
whilst two pretty looking girls wore sweeping 
and dusting the rooms with small brooms in 
their pretty white hands. The younger girl 
—none other than Aya*6—no sooner saw 
the strangers than she ran and hid herself 
behind a folding screen- Tho ferryman then 
entered and said, "I have brought here to 
seek your hospitality a nobleman who is a 
learned man and a poet. As you entertain 
him he will delight you with his literary 
conversation. Miss Ukilusa, you are very 
busy, but Miss Ayns4 has hidden; so kindly 
take care of the gentloman and his atten¬ 
dants and provide him with a nice room." 


Yaaouji was charmed with tho two girls, 
and was gently led on to drink until at 
length he was quite intoxicated. He liked 
Ayaa6 better than Ukikuaa, for be thought 
hor a good honest little creature, whilst the 
other he looked upon as a prattler. As the 
proverb says:—"A firefly is more lovely 
than a cdcado." 

At length Yaaouji fell asleep, and Mataaku, 
who had been watching, called Ukikuaa away, 
Teaving only Ayaa£ in the room with him. 
Ayas6 remained quietly while ho slept for 
a short time, when the roused him and 
offered him some medicine which would sober 
him ; and having taken this he was about to 
lie down and sleep again, when suddenly a 
woman’s voioe was heard crying out, and a 
splash as if some one had fallen or been 
thrown into the river. Ayas6 nearly swooned 
with terror, but Yasouji jumped up quickly, 
and as he did so Mataaku burst into the 
room and seizing one of his swords made as 
though he would attack him. To draw his 
other sword was with Yaaouji the work of an 
instant, and he aimed a blow which had he 
been perfectly steady would have cut his as- 


Ukikusa bowed respectfully, and apologised 
that Yekiyo, the nun, being absent saying 
one hundred prayers at a neighbour's house, 
she would not be home until the morning; 
as she feared to travel alone on the lonely 
road at midnight" But tho ferryman said, 
" Her absence will be better for us than 
her presence." 

Ukikusa now led Yaaouji into a pleasant 
room followod by his attendants and Ayas4. 

The ferryman then said very respectfully, 
“ My name is Mataaku. The name of this 
house is Baikwan,* and these two girls are 
the daughters of two neighbours, and very 
fond of singing ballads.” 

And so Yasouji was greatly entertained. 
First fine tea and cakes were offered to 
him; and then as the evening wore on, good 
wine, fish and such things as oould be ob¬ 
tained in the short time preparations had to 
be made in. The attendants had boon with¬ 
drawn to another room overlooking the river, 
which was very oool and free from mosquitos. 


sailant in two, but as it was it only made a 
long cut with the point down his right 
shoulder. 

Msteaku then fell down on his knees sad 
cried out to him—“ Listen to me before you 
take my life." Yasouji answered, •' Yea, but 
I think you are a vassal of Komataz’kawa and 
wished to kill me under the iuffuenoe of 
Ayase's tenderness. Now speak ; I .will hear 
what you have to say." 

The ferryman said—"Though Ayas6 is, as 
I said, as a daughter to me, her real father 
was Anaha Uneme, a Shin too prieet in 
Mutsz’, who was punished many years ago 
for pretending to practise sorcery. For thus 
enticing the people to evil his name was cut 
off. At that time little Ayas6 was four years 
old, and I took her as my own, and brought 
her to my wife who nourished her and took 
care of hor with the utmost affection until 
she died—six years ago. I then found it 
difficult to manage without a woman’s help, 
aud I brought her to my sister Yekiyo, the 
nuu, who owns this house. As Yekiyo once 
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served in the family of a noble in Kioto, she 
wm well acquainted with the politeness, good 
customs and excellent language of noble¬ 
men’s famiUee ; 'and I begged her to educate 
Ayas4 according to these things. And from 
tho age of ten AyasA haa been carefully 
trained and taught by Yoldyo. Both and I 
my siater have always hoped to obtain a 
noble husband for Aya*6. 

“ In April last year you were staying a 
few days at Szuda’s mansion, and at even¬ 
tide sometimes wandered on tho river’s 
bank. At that time Aya»6 saw you, and 
loved you. Captivated by your beauty and 
noblo bearing she yielded her soul to you 
and wished she could become your wife. She 
well knew her own mean condition, and had 
no hope of ever eeoing you again or of hear¬ 
ing you speak. But you remained in her 
mind, hor one thought by day and by 
night. Thus as the falling snowdrops are 
piled one on another, her love and her long¬ 
ing for you increased; and losing all spirit 
and all appetite sho kept herself confined to 
one room never caring to look upon the blue 
aky. 

“ Ignorant of the nature of her malady I 
called in the services of a doctor. But she 
grew worse and worse until in February Bhe 
was hard at death's door. Thou fur tho first 
time, when she felt she was dying she told 
mo of her love for you and that this was the 
sole cause of her illness. I could not scold 
her at such a time. I cheered her by telling 
heT if she got well I would tako her to Kioto 
that ahe might at least see your face ; and 
this gave a little life to her. I wont to Asa- 
kusa and prayed to Kwannon, and promised 
that if Ayas6 should recover and booome your 
wife, I would offer up my own life. And my 
prayer seemed to be heard; for the news 
came that you wore to travel this way. and 
from that moment her spirits returned and 
ahe became hor old self. She becamo a 
happy healthy girl again;—but as wooks 
rolled by and you did not come, sho was bo¬ 
ginning to fall off again; and I have only 
kept her up by telling her I would tnko her 
to Musashi so that she might get a glimpse 
of you. 


“Well I had been until lately living 
among trees and flowerpots, when Komatsz’- 
kawa summoned me to be his retainer. 
From that time I have received a ration of 
rioe far beyond my merits. Since I became 
his vassal I have had leisure to teach Ayase 
music and other accomplishments. I was 
well in Kosnats'kawa’s favour ; but my siater 
often warned me that if I served so cruol a 
man for a long time I should certainly run 
tho risk of losing my life. I fancied it would 
be ungrateful to ask for my dismissal; and so 
I remain his vassal until this day. This 
afternoon he came to the rivor’s bank, and 
looking through a toloeoope, saw you on the 
othor side of the water. Calling us to him 
he told us of his hatred towards you, and 
commanded us to kill you. That moment I 
resolved that you should escape, but was 
puzzled how to manago it. It was for 
Ayase's sake; for I knew that if she heard 
that you were dead she would die too—per¬ 
haps by her own hand. I then committed 
the groat crime of deceiving my master, by 
offering to kill you myself; and I told him 
my plan. He gladly assented to my pro¬ 
posal, but insisted that Ukikusa should 
aid me. 

" All fell out as I expected. My master 
went homo, and I brought you here and told 
Ayase she must not leave you alone with 
Ukikusa but must remain with you and help 
to entertain you. I know that if I drew a 
swonl upon you, my life was gone, and that 
would satisfy my master that I was doing 
his work. 

“Now if you will protect Ayasd as long as 
you live, I shall die happy.” 

All this he haul said with great difficulty, 
frequently stopping from faintness. Ayase 
fell upon him and cried, " Not only have you 
brought me up with trouble from my infancy, 
but now you die through me—oh do not, do 
not die.” And her tears were unoontrollablo. 

Then Yasouji aaid to him gently, “ Though 
I felt there was danger when I entered tliio 
house, I had no fear, for I always carry a 
procious stone which is a powerful talisman. 
But I have committed a great error in cutting 
you as I have done; though your rushing 
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into the room and seizing a sword as 70a did 
made me suppose you an enemj who sought 
my life. Forgive me. I will indeed protect 
Ayase. Though I have a wife, she shall be 
cared for and I will for your sake raise up 
Anaha's house to its former condition. On 
my return Ayas^ shall accompany me to 
Kioto. Now I will give you some good 
medicine which will soon heal your wound.” 

Matsaku replied, “No! though I were 
attacked by five or six persons I could have 
killed them all. But not now. It is not 
right that I should live; for a few minutes 
before I entered your room I threw Ukikusa 
into the water, to get rid of her as a spy.” 

“Ah then,” said Yasouji, “that was the 
noise we heard, and that made me jump from 
my bed.” 

But Ay sec could only weep and say 
“ Alas ! Alas ! ” 

Hearing his adopted child thus mourn, 
Matsaku said to her, “ My daughter, it was 
all for your sake.” And then turning his 
gaze on Yasouji he said, " I havo ^po great 
favour to ask of you. I pray you to behead 
me; for I cannot bear the pain, and I am too 
weak to commit suicide.” 

At this moment Yekiyo entered the room, 
and going to the side of her brother crying 
most bitterly, said, " I have hoard your words. 
This is your sad fate and it is useless now to 
oppose you. 80 enter Paradise." 

Thoo Yasouji said as his voioe faltered, 
“ If I had not sot the Emperor’s business 
aside in order to say a prayer at Szuda's 
grave, this misfortune would not have hap¬ 
pened to Matsaku. If I loiter here my 
onemiee will arrive from Komataz’kawa; so 
I must leave. But you Yekiyo and Aya »4 
must go to the house of my brother-in-law 
Miyagano, and you must set off and travel at 
least one ri before dawn.” 

ITaving thus said, he went to the back of 
Matsaku with the intention of beheading 
him. Ayase wept, while Yekiyo burnt inoense, 
*nging a bell called 8hooko (used in the 
Buddhist temples). Then Matsaku stretching 


said, “ Let me utter one verse before I die. 
If Aya *4 mourns she will again beoome sick 
and fade away like the dewdrops vanishing 
from pink flowers.” Yasouji praised his 
oourage greatly, that he should oompoee so 
elegant a verse in his dying moment, and 
proposed to Yekiyo and Ayaa6 that they 
should reply to it, but their tears choked 
them and they were silent. At a sign from 
Matsaku then Yasouji raised his sword and 
severed the head from the body id its 
deooent. He then picked up the head from 
the ground and placed it carefully aside. 

Meanwhile, a number of soldiers had ar¬ 
rived, and as Yasouji was about to leave, 
they addroesed him roughly and said, “ On 
our master’s return home he doubted Mats- 
aku’s fidelity, and has sent us to see that you 
do not eecape. You are our prisoner. As 
for Matsaku, being unfaithful, his punish¬ 
ment is from heaven.” Then looking fierce¬ 
ly at him, they attempted to enter the house. 
“ 8top !” he cried loudly; "I am unwilling 
to shed more blood—but whoever advances 
one step I must slay. I shall present each 
of you with my sword’s point as a fish.” 

Undaunted by these words, they would 
have advanced; but Murahei entering bold¬ 
ly, Baid, “ Leave these to me. I will give 
them plenty of white 8umid* wine to drink. 
Checked by his arrival they got into a nar¬ 
row ooroor—and Murahei taking up a large 
flower-pot with both hands, raised it over his 
head, saying to them soofflngly as he 
threatened to throw it at them, " Aha, I 
think this flower-pot will euffioe for a fish 
rather than a sword's point.” And they, 
alarmed, took flight without striking a blow. 

Yasouji now hastened to leave the place, 
but first buriod Matsaku in the garden ; and 
over the grave he put the large flower-pot 
with which Murahei had scattered his one¬ 
miee, that Mataaku’s name might remain to 
all future years. 

He then left the house and pursued his 
journey towards Mutsz’, while Murahei es- 
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THE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


H E who would see Japanese life as it 
was of old, and visits the open porta 
of Japan for the purpose, will find himself 
most miserably disappointed. Little more 
than a mere generic resemblance exists be¬ 
tween the Japanese who daily mingle with 
foreigners and those who seldom or never see 
them ; and whilst there is much that is very 
attractive and pleasing in the uncontaminated 
native, the Japanese who has had the ad¬ 
vantage of witnessing the freedom and in* 
dependence of foreigners, in trying to imitate 
them, often becomes most repulsive and dis¬ 
agreeable. Of course we speak of the ave¬ 
rage, not of all; for as it is everywhere else, 
so it is in Japan, that a gentleman is the 
same whether in Japanese or European 
costume. 

Still for the purposes of our illustrations 
we need not go far a-fiold. In a ramble of 
a few miles from Yokohama, all can be seen 
that is depictod in our present number. 


BATTLE-DOBE AND SHUTTLE-COCK. 

T HE Japanese are naturally light-hearted 
and joyous, and whon they do unbend 
they do eo with a will, and go in for amuse¬ 
ment aa if they meant it The worst of it is 
that they bavo comparatively few resources ; 
and consequently they are apt to spend their 
holidays in a roystoring, boisterous manner 
very much as it used to be in Europe before 
education gave people more refiuod tastes. 
This, however, applies to the men only. The 
women are-quiet, stay at-home, and content¬ 
ed ; and their umusements wo of the simplest 
kind. As it was formerly in Europe, eo it 
still is in Japan, the ladies admit thoir 
maidens to sit with thorn, and needle-work, 
story-telling and the like keep their fingers 
and thoir minds employed. Occasionally they 
are taken to the theatre; or have some sing¬ 
ing or acting people at thoir own houses; 
and these they enjoy with all tho simplicity 
of children. Indeed there is something fas¬ 
cinating to foreigners in seeing how easily 


they are pleased, and how remwkably they 
enter into the sentiment or fun of the moment. 

But the great holiday time with them is 
the New Year. The men and woinon equal¬ 
ly give themselves up to cast care aside, and 
become as little children. Tho salutation of 
friends having been duly effected, they pro¬ 
ceed to enjoyment; the men unbend for the 
purpose of playing with the children and 
womenfolk, and all goes merry as a marriage 
bell. Then the streets aro crowded with 
kite-flyers and groups playing at battledore 
and shuttlecock. The kites aro of all sorts 
and sizes—the shapes including birds, insects, 
&c., as well as the ordinary square ones. 
Kites are generally confined to the men and 
boys: but men, womon and children play at 
battlodoro and shuttlecock. In this latter 
they generally stand round in a group, and 
keep the shuttle-cock going from one to an¬ 
other, and the one who lets it drop, has a 
slap on the bark, with the battledores of all 
engaged in the gamo—or has a brush full of 
indian ink drawn across the face, or onduree 
some other penalty. AU is carried on in the 
beet humour conceivable; and it is at such 
times moat exhilarating to see their happiness. 


THE 8CARLOROW. 

I N a country eo well cultivated as Japan, 
and with such a teeming soil, it could 
not but be expected that binU to follow the 
husbandman aro as numerous us elsewhere. 
In every respect the same ingenuity is dis¬ 
played in making scarecrows. One of the 
most clever is tho suspending of a flat board 
with a number of pieces of bamboo, about 6 
inches long, loosely hanging to it, on a 
bough or a bamboo stick ; and as the wind 
move* it, a loud rattle is produced, which is 
quite effective for its purposo. Across the 
rice fields they generally stretch string* from 
oorher to oorner diagonally, and these answer 
the purpose very well. But generally for 
dry land, it is something like that shewn in 
the picture. 
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THE WAYSIDE RESTAURANT. 

H KSE auk quite oommon on all roads, 
and are very ©xtensively patronized. 
Before the introduction of jinrikisbaa, the 
Japanoeo were a most peripatetio people, 
and walked all day long without shewing 
signs of weariness. It was the custom, how¬ 
ever, to take frequent rests, and to spond 
small sums of money at tho numerous resting 
sheds or tea-houses they stopped at. Thus 
a man—and more particularly if aocompanied 
by a woman—in going from Yokohama to 
Yedo, a distance of only 18 miles, would 
perhapB stop a dozen timoe; and although 
the amount he spent at each place was almost 
infinitesimal, yet it mounted up to a pretty 
round sum at the close of the journey. It is 
actually cheapor to go between tho two 
places by train now, than it was formerly to 
walk—simply on account of these innumer¬ 
able stoppages. Both time and money are 
eared; bat as for time, very little value 
is as yet eet upon that commodity in this 
happy land. 

THE CANAL CUTTING. 

NE or the moat striking peculiarities of 
the Japanese ia their unwillingnesa to 
take advice. They will ask it in all direc¬ 
tions, of men who are or are not competent 
to give it; and it not unfrequently happens 
that they like that beet which is of the least 
value. 

They have dug a canal between Yokohama 
and Mississippi Bay, a distance of some three 


miles, and about half way have forked it off 
to meet a small stream or river which flowed 
into tho sea on the opposite side of Yoko¬ 
hama. For the settlement of Yokohama it is 
a splendid improvement; but it has cost an 
immense deal of money, and occupied nearly 
four years, and is not finished yet. As for 
the ostensible object for whioh it was intend¬ 
ed—to facilitate the boat traffic between 
Mississippi bay and the growing town .of 
Yokohama, there is little such traffio to faci¬ 
litate. It ia difficult to oonoeive how any one 
could have taken it into his head that such 
a work was needed for such a purpose; but 
as Yokohama is spreading enormously and 
very rapidly, the increased water frontage 
and water-way, will ultimately immensely 
benefit the town itself. 

The picture of the cutting—the only ob¬ 
struction on the route, shows the s&ddellike 
ridge whioh separates the Yokohama valley 
from Nigiehi valley. It would perhaps have 
taken English railway navvies a month or at 
the outside two mouths, to cut the canal 
through the ridge. It took the Japanese 
nearly three yoars. They have atilized the 
earth taken out of it by filling up with it, 
the exeat swamp that lay on tho eouth-weet 
of the settlemeut j and those who remember 
the difficulties made by the old government 
anent that swamp, when according to con¬ 
vention it ought to have been filled up years 
ago for a race-oouree and recreation ground, 
would be surprized to aee it now nearly 
covered with houses. 




THE PERIOD. 

Mo.vtuly Nona raon Local Papes*. 


Whew SorraHiUA, the Japanese ambassador 
to Chins, returned, the Jfitthin bhinjithi had 
an article upon his successful miss ion, and com¬ 
menced by saying that amongst the men now 
in office in tho Japanese Government, there 
Were a few of whom greet things for the good 
of their country might be expected—and of 
this few Soyrshima was one. Some weeks 
ulter this articlo appeared s writer signing 


himself Oi Riyu Ichiro of Aichi Ken, living in 
Yedo, sent in s long letter, of which some ex¬ 
tracts will not be uninteresting to our readers : 

" In your valuable paper—No. 78 —of this 
year you say there are s few persons who are 
engaged in the Government and labour for the 
benefit of Japan ; and although you desire to 
say who ia most able there is only one, Soye- 
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•him*, whom you would honour. I am very 
doubtful of tho justice of this. 

My opinion is that those few persons of 
whom you hare told, hare already displayod 
great deeds towards our Government and Japan; 
and they are not inferior to 8oyeshima; only 
people do not hear of their deeds. 

For example I will speak of ono. 

Which is most important among all the nine 
departments ? The department which has made 
such wonderful progress, that the honour of 
Japan has been increased at home, and which 
can compare with foreign countries abroad? 
The department which has grown extremoly 
large and strong, and which contains moat ablo 
officers ? I ask. which is that ? I am sure it 
is the Army Department 

What makes this department so superior to 
others? He who improved it so much is 
Yamagata, the minister of the department. 

In his youth hp was dovoted to the art of 
war, and attainod great cleverness in it; and 
he has been able to turn his experience to ac¬ 
count. 

He first entered the service of Choehiu; and 
rose by degrees from a common soldier to tho 
command of a regiment Ho was always most 
loyal to the Imperial family; and ia Oshiu he 
displayed great valour, and received great re¬ 
wards. When Oshiu was tranquilized, by the 
Emperor's order he visited several foreign coun¬ 
tries, and returned to Japan after a year's ab¬ 
sence. 

At that time Arisugawa-no-Miya was the 
Minister of War (Hiobu-kiyo), and tLe Rugs 
was the Sboyiu of the department. As the 
work of the department was too heavy for them 
Yamagata waa selected as Shoyiu to help them. 
He at once set to work and recommended and 
carried into effect the erection of large mili¬ 
tary stations throughout the Empire, as, for 
instance, those' of Scikaido, Tokaido, Iloksido, 
etc. He then called a strong force consisting 
of the three hans of Satsuma, Choehiu and 
Tosa, to protect Tokei from violation by the 
other clans, and then finally abolished the han 
and established the ken; and dispersed tho old 
clan soldiers, who returned their weapons into 
the Government stores. 


Tho four large military stations were now 
•elected by him. He raised the body guard for 
the Emperor. He also removed the military 
school at Tokei, and engaged many French 
teachers. By the benevolence of Yamagsta the 
art of war was placed perfectly within their 
attainment. Daily drill and instruction have 
brought the army into its present perfect state. 
He noxt appointed tho six divisions of the 
army; and now the art of war is very perfect 
—quite enough so for practical purposes. 

Although the influence of nis Imperial Ma¬ 
jesty now shines throughout the world, the 
perfection of the army is duo to Yamagata 
alooo; whose selection of officers is excellent. 
For example, Tayiu-Saigo, Shosho-Yamoda, 
and Toriwo, Kirino, Miura. rani, Nozu, Asa, 
Miyoahi, Nishi, Ozawa, are all very capable 
officers. They all help Yamagata; and are 
soldiers by nature. 

Thus are Yamagata’s deeds displayed at home, 
and pooplo do not observe them. They are 
negative. On tho contrary the deeds of Soyo- 
shima wore dono abroad and all men saw them. 
They are positive. Hut wise men can compare 
tho two for themselves without any further ex¬ 
pression of opinion from me. 


Or tub 29 th ulto., tho Okurasho declared 
that the yearly expenditure for prison physi- 
eins was:—for Kanagnwa Ken, $ 200 ; lliogo, 
Nagasaki and Niigata, 3150 ; and the other 
sixty kens, f 100. 8urely such figures are very 
suggestive. 

Lately a most strange judgment has been 
given in the town of Hhidzuoka:— 

A man named Zenzoycmon had a wife, who 
waa thoroughly bad. He himeelf was a most 
exemplary son and not only supporter] but was 
very respectful to his parents. This the wife 
often resented, and mode his parents Tery un¬ 
comfortable. As length Zenzavemon could 
endure it do longer and poisoned his wife. The 
Ken authorities having heard of his crime took 
him to prison, and on examination at the Ken 
Suihansho it was stated that the murder was 
absolutely necessary for his father’s comfort, 
Tho puaishmont for this crime according to the 
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new Shihoeho laws, is death by strangulation, 
but for the reason given above, the judge of 
the Saibanaho would not decide the case, but 
sent it to the supreme court (Shihoeho); and the 
decision there given is, that “ though his crime 
might be punished by a sentence of ten years 
transportation, yet the man's obedience to his 
parents was so admirable and proper, that he 
shall be punished by wearing a chain, but he 
may lire freely in his own house and work for 
his parents as he likos, he being their only son! 

A coRRBSPoyDBrT of the Niuhin Shinjuhi 
protests against the foolishness of those who 
celebrate the gods. Instead of doing so in a 
proper and respectful manner, they go into all 
kinds of rioting, drunkenness and excess, liore- 
orer some actually sell their wives and daugh¬ 
ters to cover the expenses. They think it very 
pious ; but it must annoy the gods. All people 
therefore ought to obey tho recent rules of 
Kiyobuaho. 

Tm cni/i of Tokei Fu has issued an order 
that no persons shall alsume the dress of the 
opposite sex, under severe penalty. Actors are 
excepted. 

A proof that although you may take a horse 
to the water you cannot make him drink, ia 
given in an account of a very famous teacher 
of the Chinese classics, who although surrounded 
by the progress and improvements of the present 
day, eschews them all. The manner in which 
the jVimAih Shinjuhi speaks of him, reminds 
one of the " skolsstikoi ’’ of old Greek Delectus 
days. It says 

A foolish but very famous Chinese Scholar 
named Ohaahi Maaajiro lives in Koumemura of 
Mukojima. He strongly believes that there ia 
■to wisdom in the world except in the old sagis 
of China. Of courso he abhors foreigners and 
calls them savages. Any person who visits his 
house is first examined by a pupil, and if he 
hove any part of his dress in European stylo— 
if even he wears shoes or cuts his hair, he is 
not allowed to enter the door, however im¬ 
ports it nuj bo his business He calls all per¬ 
sons who adopt anything European barbarians, 


even though they may be hia old friends, and 
accustomed to associate freely with him. 

Perhaps much learning hath made him mad. 

Tns emu of Tokei fu, has published the 
order of Kriborio, that it so frequently hap¬ 
pens that children are found in Tokei, without 
the possibility of ascertaining their homes, 
henceforward all children must always wear a 
ticket stating their namo and address. 

It is the custom with Japanese to shirk the 
responsibility of holding and promulgating 
strong opinions, by presenting them either 
under tho form of a dream, or of a story or 
discussion, or some equally indefinite shape. 

A letter in the A'us&tn Shwji$hi takes up the 
subject of wearing two sworda. The writer 
says:— 

The subject of wearing swords has been 
decided long ago. To bring it forward again 
is to seek for a stick when the fight is fioished. 
And this is the act of a fooL Tet some people 
are mad enough to wish to restore the old 
custom of wearing two swords in the streets. 

Now a visitor came to my bouse, and said 
The sword ia to the samourai what the hoe a-d 
spad: are to farmer*, or the rule and compass 
to the mechanic. No one has proposed that 
farmers and artisans should lay aside the spade 
or the rule ; then why should the samoursi be 
asked to lay, aside the weapoD of hia profession? 
Is not the sword the soul of the Samourai ? If 
a robber appears on the highroad how ahsU the 
samourai oppose him ? Or if rebellions occur, 
how shall they be put down but by tho sword 
of tho somourai ? The rebels of a whole na¬ 
tion fly before it, and the wisest rulers of an¬ 
cient or modern times could never maintain 
tranquility without it. 8words therefore are 
alike for the protection of the individual and of 
his country. The great founder of Japan Zinmu 
Tcnno effected hia work by tbs sword. And 
for a recent oxample, many rebels in several 
Ken have been quieted by the swords of the 
Ken samourai. Thoughtless people only think 
of the quiet of to-day, forgetting the distur¬ 
bances that may happen to-morrow—but the 
golden rulo should be borne in mind— M Neither 
forgot peace in war, or war in peace." 
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Thj government hu left it to our choice 
whether to wear onr swords or not. There i« 
■o penalty for wearing them or leaving them 
at home. The samourai should wear them. 

At first oo one replied to the visitor; but at 
length a young boy smiled at him and said :— 
I will try and shew you your mistake. To put 
down catting and robbery and to tranquilizo 



the bosiness of the government to hoop the 
country at peace; and the humble class of 
samourai do not concetn themselves with such 
things. If then the samourai does not concern 
himself with government affairs, of what uso is 
it for him carry the weapon of the murderer— 
which though useful to the soldier is useless 
for the mere samourai who has oothiog to do 
with the army. If the punishment of rebels 
and robbers is committed to the Samourai, of 
what use is the government t Tho farmer srid 
the mechanic earn their living by the spade and 
other implements; but the samourai does not 
live by the sword. If he do so he is a robber. 

Our great Ziomu founded the Empire by 
virtue, hut never, never by the sword. 

The late rebellions in the Ken were put down 
chiefly by tho regular soldiers nod the officers 
of the Ken, and the Samourai, though loyal, 
did very little. 

I am only a boy, and understand hut little 
of government; but I know that if Samourai 
like to wear their swords thoro is no prohibi¬ 
tion. I fear, however, that our visitor docs 
not consider tho benevolent intentions of our 
government, which tend to our freedom. 

That war is not forgotten in poacc is shewn 
by the six large divisions of tho army ; and the 
new method of raising soldiers evidences tho 
energy of our government. This is a very 
largo matter far His Majesty tho Emperor and 
his highest officers. Tho abolition of tho wear¬ 
ing of swords by Samourai is a very small 
affair and not worthy to bo thought of in con¬ 
nection with the proverb. 

Now the visitor, having heard the boy. could 
not answer him, but taking off hi* fine sword, 
returned home, 

lx ove of the Tokei newspaper* culled the 
KoLun Tsuihi, a long an interesting story is 
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made of what we tell ill a few lines. A poor 
follow living in the country, found it all but im¬ 
possible to support his mother and wifo by char¬ 
coal burning. Ho determined to try his fortune 
iu Yedo, and with a promise to return in three 
years, he set out, after receiving one admoni¬ 
tion from his mother, who said, “ I am bnly 
anxious about you for one thing—your hasty 
temper. Now, my son, always pause and con¬ 
sider before you set, and practise patience." 
He left and was fully as successful as he had 
hoped to be, and before the throe years were 
concluded he returned, and cogitating over the 
surprise he should give them looked through 
tho chinks of the windows. To his mortifica¬ 
tion he saw only his wife, who was spinning, 
and opposite to her a man, who he immediately 
•apposed must be her lover. His first impulse 
was to rush in and kill both—but his mother's 
words came to his mind, and he went in quiet¬ 
ly, with the full intention of u having it out ” 
with his aupplauter and his wife, when to his 
surprise the arch-enemy was tho first to rise to 
greet him, and he discovered it to be none 
other than his mother. On enquiry, she told 
him, that since ho left, sho hud alwaya attired 
herself in-masculine garments iu the evoning, 
thut if robbers como thoy might fancy there 
was n man to contend with. Great was tho 
rejoicing at the reunion, an 1 tho man acknow¬ 
ledging his first suspicions, thanked his mother 
for the good advice, which had come to his 
mind so opportunely and prevented his com¬ 
mitting a great crime, and bringing perpetual 
sorrow on his head. 

The A'oAmm Timlii moralizes over the story 
and commends such filial obcdicuoe, as nil ex¬ 
ample for all to follow, bringing as it docs its 
own reward. 


Ifri.u* n\v»t Von laid down by tho Preacher* 
of Shinlouisiu, at l)aikiyo-in (formerly Zomji 
Temple, Shiba,) in hope of combining the whole 
country iu the bonds of knowledge and holi¬ 
ness. Tho rule* are ten in numbre:— 

1 . —The great subject of “ the three law* " 
should always be borne in mind. 

2 . —Every man should walk in the way of 
' Truth, so that nil thing* may prosper. 
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3 —All pen should be allied in the bonds 
•f bsotherhood, so that the happiness or misery 
of one is felt by his companions. 

4. —Wicked and devilish opinions most not 
be entertained. 

5. —Persons wishing to become one of ns can 
only be admitted on comforming to our rules. 

6. —The direction of our affkirs must bo in 
the hands of just and upright men. 

7. —The hours of Preaching shall be in¬ 
creased or diminished according to circum¬ 
stance*. These most interfere ss little as pos¬ 
sible with the working hours of the people. 

8. —Anjr companion who disobeys the order 
of the senior preacher must be admonished. 

9. —Money should be liberally provided for 
the payment of preachers. 

10.—The appointed day* of celebration must 
be observed, that men lose not the living wsy. 

These rules were circulated privately by Dai- 
kiyo long ago : they are only now published. 

With regard to the above, which was pub¬ 
lished in the Japan Gasette, the following let¬ 
ter appeared next day :— 

To the Editor of the Japan Gasette. 

Deab Sir, 

Li Torn lost night's paper there appears a 
translation of tcD rules laid dowo by the 
preachers of Khiutoism at Dsikiyo-iq, Stubs. 
I find- considerable difference between the ori¬ 
ginal of those rulos in the Xisskin Shinjishi 
and the translation. 

But I wish more especially to speak of the 
fourth rule. 

In the original as published in the Japanese 
paper it reads thus, Iron jasetsuwo thinlo tube- 
la rata ru koto. This is the exact version of tho 
foutlh rule in full ss there given. The first word 
Iran, if you refer to Hepburn's Dictionary you 
will find there translated M A different opinion, 
an argument, a dispute." But 1 think the pri¬ 
mary definition should be 'interdicted' and that 
this is the proper translation of the word in 
this connection. The second word in the 4th 
rule is the old term of contempt applied to our 
holy faith—the Christian religion. Jotctsu is the 
same as Jashu and Jathumon, for the definition 
of which see Hepburn's Dictionary.—** A cor¬ 
rupt or wicked sect—formerly applied to Chris¬ 
tianity." This definition is also found in moat 
of the old native lexicons with the same appli¬ 
cation to Christianity. 


The Chinese charactered, may also be found 
in Hepburn under that head and is tbs same 
as jfa in yaso, also used as a term of contempt 
applied to our Saviour by Japanese and Chi¬ 
nese haters of owr faith, and unfortunately 
copied by some of our missionary translators 
of the Bible. 

The three last words of the fourth rule shitt- 
H tubekarataru koto, ate literally rendered, bo- 
lit** shall-not a fair. The entire rule then put 
into good English would be, 44 The interdicted 
wicked faith (Christianity) shall not be be¬ 
lieved.’’ From this we may get the true mean¬ 
ing of all recent movements of union between 
Shintoism and Buddhism in this country. And 
this is according to the interpretation of the 
signs of the times by intelligent natives, vix. 
that the two great religious bodies of Japan, 
haring little or nothing in common as matters 
of faith or practice in their respective systems, 
are yet making the strongest efforts to combine 
against the introduction of Christianity in this 
country. 

Before closing my letter I would also beg to 
say a word about '.the unfortunate man who 
made the attack upon Mr. Blockley at Bhin- 
baahi. I must express my doubt about the 
correctness of that portion of your article last 
evening which says that h* was always pray¬ 
ing, and reading and thinking about Christianity, 
and he at length got into hit head that hii fami¬ 
ly could not be taved unleu he died at a propi¬ 
tiatory sacrifice for them. 

If be had truly, from one of the missionaries 
became to imprteted with tie truth* of Christia¬ 
nity that it became hie one all-absorbing idea, 
aDd then had been aliroy* praying, and i fad¬ 
ing and thinking about it, I doubt if be would 
by such means become religious mad. At least 
I feel as though I should like to have some of 
these statements verified, and should like to 
know under whose instruction he has been, and 
how long he has been praying and reading and 
thinking about Christianity 7 I never yet knew 
of a case where such a course made men io- 
sane, but I have known cases where men after 
long resistance of the truth and neglect of 
known duties have become unsound of mind. 

Very truly Yours, 

YERU8. 
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A ooumkhsdit of the Ifinhin Shinjitki 
suggests that among all the efforts being made 
for the education of the people something 
should bo done for the soldiors. The writer 
says that the discipline of the army has so im¬ 
proved that it is now a match for those of 
Europe and America. Yet as there are no 
schools for the soldiers and they are apt to get 
into rows through idleness, as in the old Tokn- 
gewa times, it were better that one-tenth of 
their pay be set apart for the provision of pro¬ 
per teachers, who should be employed at every 
statioo, and the foundation of whose teaching 
should be “ truth and honour.” He winds up 
with the grandiloquent conclusion— M Now, if 
this is done, I am sure that our soldiers will 
certainly surpass thoae of Europe in a very few 
years." 

Thi Kofmn Ttuthi speaks a word in season, 
which foreigners will heartily agree with :— 

We have heard reports from the Colony in 
Hakodate that when an officer has business 
in the island of Karafuto a crowd of natives 
fain os) assemble, and look upon him as a 
wonderful curiosity. As this is the most 
remote so it is the most barb-irons region of 
Japan, and the natives behave in this gaping, 
openmonthed fashion, simply bocauso they are 
ignorant and savage. But any one who walks 
in Tokei, and sees a foreigner stop at a shops 
to make a purchase, must have observed that 
immediately a silly, curious crowd assembles, 
hampering the transactions between tho shop¬ 
keeper and his customer, and perhaps prevent¬ 
ing a sale by abutting out the light. 

Now wherein doce the difference consist 
between the savages of Ycso and Yedo ? 

In the same papor is a long letter on the 
advantages of foreigners coming to Japan. It 
is very well reasoned and finishes :—•* Owing 
to theeo circumstance*, there is now no one 
in Japan who does not use some foreign article, 
or imitate foreigners in some respect. Hcnro 
also arises the greatly increased enlighten¬ 
ment of the present day. A Chinese proverb 
says that wherever a sage goes civilization 
naturally accompanies him, without his know¬ 
ledge. The Europeans and Americans have 


come to Japan and we are gradually improv¬ 
ing. Even though wc do not stop to notice 
it already we are greatly advanced; and if so 
much has been done on a short time what may 
we not eipoct in process of time ?" 

A * ah named Ishii Seiraboro, of A eatress, 
has taken it into his head to travel over the 
whole empire and worship all the gods and 
goddesses on horss-back. One day this week, 
he arrived at Atago-yama, and rode np the 100 
steps known as the Otoko-taka, in spite of the 
remonstrance* of the priest, who apprehended 
danger, and that he woald be held re¬ 
sponsible ehoald any accident happen. The 
devotee gave a written docoment to the priest 
holding him harmless. He rode up boldly 
enough amid the cheers of the people, bat 
having made his orisons, he dcsoended by tho 
easy winding stairs, known as tho Onna-iaks. 


Yaw 40 Kobotaitv has notified- the Chiji of 
Tokei Fu, that tho railroads via the Nakasendo 
and Oshiu Kaido are about to be commenced, 
Shinbashi station being the Tokei terminus. 
The survey officers were to begin their labours 
on the 13th instant, and it is ordered that 
every facility bo afforded them. 

It must bo understood that although tho 
WissAin Shinjitki is under foreign ownership 
and foreign editorship, yet such paragraphs as 
the above are constantly inserted by the Japa¬ 
nese editor, who makes his remarks on them 
at pleasure. To tho abovo information he 
adds :—We now see from this order, the direc¬ 
tion theso two important lines of railway will 
take. Travelling facilities to all the adjacent 
countries, aud Oshiu, Shinano and Yccbigo,' 
will bo wonderfully improved. Arrivals from 
fir distant places will bo quick as thought,— 
like going only to a neighbouring houao! 
Trans Actions dono in a breath 1 Let us fly 
over n thousand miles without wings! Let us 
jump over spaco without using our nimble 
feet! Isn't it s jolly world !! ! 1 ! 

Trie noblemih Shosammi Tokugawa late 
Prince of Kii, seeing tbut tho temporary palace 
of tho Emperor at Akosaka is too circumscribed 
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for Hi* Majesty, has offered his yashiki which 
adjoins the palace, for the Imperial uae. Hia 
offer has been accepted, but Daijokunn ordered 
the Kunaiaho (Imperial chamberlain’s office) to 
present the prince with tho sum of 20,000 riot. 
This is to be paid out of the offerings which 
have been contributed by tho people towards 
the new castle. 

A HisruRAt of ShimaDi or Idsomo Ken, 
named 8usuk!, living in Tokei has received 
a letter from his native oonntry, of which the 
Hollowing is an extract r— 

“ flince March of this year, very little rain 
has fallen in this province, and the ground haa 
l>een eo dry that no vegetable# have ripened. 
The fields cracked and looked like the back 
of a tortniae. Between the 10 and 20th 
Aagoat, however, a great change took place 
in the weather. Incessant rain commenced 
to fall, accompanied by a violent wind, and 
finally a lake in the province, named Mutaoye, 
overflowed and canned a dreadful inondation. 
All the low lands were covered with water to 
the depth of eight feet. T«*e river became 
a torrent and all the houses near it were 
washed away. People could only move about 
in boats. Even officers had to go by boat 
to the Kencho. Many persons were drowned, 
indeed hardly one tenth were sated. The luniks 
of the rivers were broken, and the whole plain 
waa like a sheet to the eye. 

It is difficult to give yon any accurate 
description of the calamity; bot you may 
easily imagine what it must have been. One 
family who were awakened from Bleep by the 
*watcrs wasbiDg them, hastei ed op. and for- 
tonately a boat waa near, into which they all 
got. They were ecarcely in when the fierce 
toirent aided by the wind swept tl em away, 
and they drifted for a great distance, until 
they were carried into the lake, wlierc the 
waves were eo rough and tempestuous that 
their boat was upset. A sea-going junk was 
just near them, and into it they managed to 
get, bot the vessel broke loose and drilled 
down the lake, and to the very month of the 
Masuye river, where they were brought op, 


and landed after having been a whole day 
tossing aboot. 

Five hondred and sixty villages of Idsomo 
oonntry have suffered more or lees by this 
misfortune; and the water is not even now all 
confined to ita proper limits. 

The Cotton crop—so productive to the pro¬ 
vince—has been totally destroyed, and this year 
the people will anffer incredibly from the lose 
of all kinds of crops. 

Alas I the work of a hundred days is swept 
away in one, by a single inundation. Bow 
can Idsomo feed ita inhabitants, all ita pro¬ 
ductions being washed away ? ” 

Thkhb was a time when we really thought 
aquatics were taking a firm stand in Yoko¬ 
hama ; for oight years sgo wo were able to get 
up better sailing and pulling matches than we 
are now. We then got the length even of 
Ocean races—rather modest ones it is true, all 
of the competitors being open boats; and our 
pulling racee were of a far more exciting cha¬ 
racter than any we have seen of late years. 
Yot we had no such pretentious craft in the 
sailing Uds then as we have now, and no better 
rowing boats. We hare still, with one or two, 
exceptions, the same men, and they have better 
boats, but for some reason or other there is 
little public competition, all the fan being 
kept to themselves except on the single Regatta 
day in each year. 

On Thursday last at 4 fjl a now yacht waa 
launched in the Canal, which deserves especial 
notice. She is of 22 tons measurement, and is 
built for Mr. O. M. Dare by Mx. Oaatler (Wat¬ 
son ft Co.) on plans, lines and detailed instruc¬ 
tions supplied by the celebrated yacht builder, 
Mr. Ratsey of Cowes. The lioes are tlioae of the 
most successful yawl lately produced, the Cori- 
raniier ; and any one who secs her must at once 
perceive that her racing capabilities, if properly 
rigged and well handled must be prodigious ; 
but wo hero some doubts as to her being so 
well adapted for a mere pleasure yacht. Her 
model is very fine, and she will be very com¬ 
fortably fitted for abort cruises. Her dimen¬ 
sions arc 
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Length over ell,.55 feet 1 ioch. 

„ between perpendicular* 48 „ 7 « 

Beam . 10 „ 4$ „ 

Her draught of water forward will be 4,!i ft., 
aft 7iS ft. Her frame is of camphor wood 
crooks; keel, stern, stern-poets, dead-wood 
and garboard streaks of kiaki. Planking of 
hitokd. The fastenings below water line- and 
sheathing are of yellow metal; and above the 
water line of galvanised iron. Her sails will 
be of American cotton canvas, doable seamed, 
by Hiltz & Co., and tho rigging—also by Hiltz 
& Co., of galvanized iron. 

She is named the Brttte, and in welcoming 
her as a valuable addition to our Yokohama 
musquito fleet, we trust she may give great 
satisfaction to her spirited owner, and never 
succumb to any breeze that blows. 

Thx principal members of the Japanese 
embassy arrived in the Qoldm Ago on the 13th 
inatant from Shanghai. They landed aboat 
half past 9 A.M., under a salute from the 
Japanese and Italian meo-of-war and were 
driven to the Okorasho, near the Railway 
station. Thence at noon they went to Mitsni’s 
bank, where they tiffined, and by the 2 o'clock 
train they left for Tokei. 

The Height of Fuji-yama. 

It is remarkable that such a in< untain a* 
Puji-yama has never yet been exactly measured. 
Two attempts at it have been made lately, one 
by an English and one by a French officer, but 
they differ so widely that both are rendered 
doubtful. Although neither of the officers had 
all the appliance* necessary, we are inclined to 
give most weight to the English computation as 
made upon what we consider more reliable 
instruments than the other. The French cal¬ 
culation if we remember rightly was based on 
two barometers of no special excellence, whilst 
the F.nglisbman had instruments of particularly 
fine quality. We regret that though we have 
the measurement* by the French officer we have 
not his name, which otherwise we should be 
glad to publish. His estimates are :— 


Odawara,- 

- 20 feet 

Hatta, - 

1399 

M 

Hakonl, - 

. 2560 

99 

Aahinoyu, - 

2973 

if 

Sengoku,- 

- 2270 

M 

Qofugaku, - 

3411 

1* 

Takcnoshita, - 

- 1207 

M 

Suhashiri, - - - 

2866 

•> 

Eastern top of Fuji, - 

11.577 

• • 

Mitakegu, - - - 

7541 

99 

Kilagncbi Umagayeri, 

- 5110 


Knmiyoshhla, 

2994 

»• 

Tanemura, 

■ 1724 



The other estimate we get from a neat little 
brochure published for Lieutenant Sandwitb 
R.M., entitled “ A trip into the interior of 
Japan." It was originally published in the 
“ Far Boat," but has been considerably added to 
and improved, and is well worthy a plxce'among 
the note hooks on Japan. The author s>vs 
that the notes of an ascent of Fusi-ysmt for- 
wsrdrd to him by a brother officer are principal¬ 
ly interesting as determining the exact height 
of the mountain. “ The obseraations have been 
corrected by instruments at the Lighthouse de¬ 
partment at Ben ten." 

The estimates were as follows : 

By Hutton’s method, feet 13,070 64 
By Wrigley's, . „ 13.091.9399 
By Rankinc's method, „ 13,030 643 

A mean of the three 
methods, . - „ 13 004.32 

Correction for distance 
of upper station lie- 
low highest point, „ 0 00 

Correction for distance 
of lower station 
above sea level, • „ 10 00 

Total height feet 13.030.32 

These calculations are by Lieut. Pagan H.M. 
who estimated the approximate diameter of the 
crater, 590 yards with depth of 4*0 feet. “ The 
bottom of the crater appeared to consist of a 
comparatively small patch of aand—but it might 
have been dirty snow. The sides are all loose 
clinker, affording no foothold unless with the 
assistance of a rope.” 
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Thb roLLownso U a copy of the report of 
the crew of a email Japanese ship driven by 
•trees of weather on to the coast of Formosa a 
few monlKe ego. The men, four in number, 
Were named Ribachi (the skipper), Heikirhi. 
Gankichi and Jiske, all natives of Kashiwa- 
ehima of Bishiu:— 

To the Government office of On* ken. 
from the four sailors (sbovenamod). 

We departed on the 28th October last year 
from Tamaahima in Bishiu, with a cargo of salt 
and mats to sell in Owaso of Kii. Having 
sold our cargo we purrhused 180 rioe worth of 
powder for making incense sticks, and a kind 
of mushroom called Sintnko valao 80 rios; and 
we left Owaso on tho 9th of January this year. 
Shortly after leaving, a hurricane esuno on and 
forced us to anchor at Makishiina; and for 18 
days tho weather detained us here. On weigh¬ 
ing from Makishima tho vessel was driven to 
tho southward, and as we were ignorant what 
to do we let her drift. On tho 4th February 
wo saw a steamer in the distance, and mndo a 
great smoke as a signal, by burning the mats 
which formed tho roof of our boat. It was 
seen, and to our delight tho steamer approached 
us, but for what reason we could not tell, she 
stopped near us one single moment, and then 
without speaking wont away, leaving us to our 
bitter disappointment We now scarcely hoist¬ 
ed any sail, but continued to drift at the mercy 
of the winds and waves. On the 8th March an 
island appeared in eight which, we believing it 
to be Japan, cheered us greatly. We roused 
ourselves and exerted the little strength we 
had left, (for wo had boon for four days with¬ 
out food), dnd soon arrived at tho shoro; when 
we found wo had reached Mats’ko in tho Island 
of Formosa. 

Some 20 or 30 strange people at once 
came on board, and though wo tried to koep 
them from robbing us of our cargo, some 200 
or 300 more natives rapidly arrived, and each 
helping himself we had nothing left, and they 
began to break up the vessel, and looked as if 
they would kill u*. They stripped us of every¬ 
thing, and with difficulty we retained a piece 
of old cloth each, and our wooden ticket with 
tho government stamp, one 5 rio rats, and a 
charm of the idol Kompira. 


There was but one out of all who had pity 
on us. A kind old native woman, 50 or 00 
years of ago rebuked the cruolty of the people, 
and took us to her own home, gave us some 
food and allowed us to stay during the night. 
The family in the houso consisted of six persons; 
two children, their parents, grandfather and 
grandmother. The houses were very small 
and built of bamboo and straw. We observed 
that tho soil of the country was very rich- 
far more so than in Bishiu—and the growth of 
wheat was very abundant. Large woods also 
abounded. Next day at 10 a.m. the old wo¬ 
man accompanied us to a place called Caneba, 
about a mile and a half from Maboko. Here 
were three houses in which Chinese lived, who 
were very kind to us. One of them went back 
to Maboke with Rikschi, and tried to get the 
people to return to us tho things of which they 
had plundered us. They refused, much to bis 
annoyance; and so, taking Rikachi back with 
him, we remained there a few days. Whilst 
hero wo wore ordered to saw wood, which in our 
weak condition we were obliged to refuse, and 
the Chinaipan was angry with us and threaten¬ 
ed to tie us up with rope and make trouble— 
so we were obliged to obey him as well as we 
could. 

On the 12th March, another Chinaman came, 
named Ah Sen, from the village of B&iagawo, 
about 10 ri distant (as wo judged) from Caneba. 
Thore were houses all the Way along, and some 
natives, compassionating ns, gave us food; bat 
whilst, some kindly stroked oar heads, others, 
disliking us, threw us down and sitting astride 
of our bodies, beat our heads painfully. Of 
tho inhabitants of Baragawo two thirds are 
natives, and one third Chinese immigrants; and 
though all tho natives have weapons such as 
sword, spear or gun, the Chinese are so much 
stronger that they greatly oppress tho natives. 

Wo stayed with Ah Son 100 days, and ho 
told us that as soon as the harvest was in, he 
might go to Kiyo to sell tho wheat and ho 
would take us there to the Japanese official. 
Wo were very glad, and worked hard to 
help him, by chopping wool, keeping cattle, 
or in tho fio Ids, to try and requite his kindness. 
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On the 14th June we left Ah Sen in a (hip 
of Boragswo and arrived on the 20th at Kiyo. 
Here we were received into the house of an 
European for two days ; and afterwards a go¬ 
vernment official from Taiwan (the capital) 
took us there, and we remained nine days. 
Here we met Mr. Reiski Fukuahima, a Japa¬ 
nese officer, and after enquiries, he gave us ten 
rioa. 

On the 30th June, we returned to Kiyo and 
remained six days. On the 6th July we went 
on board a steamer, and arrived at Fukuahin 
on the 0th. 

We were particularly well treated here. 
They gave us a meal of 6 or 6 pieces four times 
a day ; and we had a bath daily. Beside this 
they gave us each—a piece of China Cloth ; 
a pair of Chinese shoes, a handkerchief, two 
pieces of blanket and six rios. We embarked 
on board a steamer with two Chinese officials 
for attendants; arrived at Birhiu on the 20th 
July ; and were sent to tho Kencho of Oda Ken 
by the Chinese officers the same day. 


A loho time ago a man of Awa country, in 
Nato Ken, named Masakichi, went to tea; and 
nothing was beard of him until lately, when 
the Japanese Consul in Ban Francisco inform¬ 
ed the Foreign Department that a box had 
been delivered to him which had been picked 
up at aea, and on examination was found to 
have belonged to Maaakichi. It has been 
returned to Jaj an aod forwarded by the offi¬ 
cials of the Ken to the mother and wife of 
Maaakichi, whoae fate it too plainly tells. The 
box contained clothes, money, and letters Irom 
the drowned man. It appears that hie junk 
left Honomisaki some three years ago, and was 
driven by a gale far to the southward, and in 
his extremity be wrote the letters. 

The native reporter takes the opportunity 
from this circumstance to dilate on the value 
of foreign intercourse, llad the box been so 
foond in olden time it would never have made 
its way to hia family ; but now, inch is the 
intimacy of the foreign relations, that it is no 
sooner picked np at sea, than it is sent, with 
all its contents, to those to whom it of right 
belongs. This is civilisation. 


From Kcsuqay* Ken, information haa 
been received that the mountain of Araysma 
in Kotsuke country has twice during this year 
shewn violent symptoms of irruption. Tha 
vibration has been excessive and the roar from 
the crater very loud and alarming, followed by 
auch rains that rivers and springs have been 
affected, and the torrents have washed away 
buildings. One hot-spring bath house at a 
distance of 12 cho from the ordinary river'a 
oonrse haa been destroyed aod a great deal of 
other damage done. 

It is remarkable with what avidity native 
correspondents discuss the subject of religion in 
thecolurunsof the Nisshin Shinjithi. Indeed the 
controversies seem sometimes to excite an in¬ 
terest much beyond the value of the arguments 
advanced, and far greater than thu “mis¬ 
sionary ’’ correspondence that a Yokohoma con¬ 
temporary has favoured its readers with of late. 
At lust one Kodero, a priest of Anruku-in of 
Hiroshima Ken, has entered th lists in support 
of religion. Ho says :—Undor our new go¬ 
vernment, intercourse with foreign countries 
has increased, the state of society is totally 
changed, and people are exalting Natural Philo¬ 
sophy as taught in Europe and America, and 
despising religion; publishing their opinions in 
the newspaper. For example they say “ Now 
is a time of civilization, and religion is use¬ 
less." They also say “The welfare of a nation 
depends only on a knowledge of the art of 
war." And again “Natural Philosophy is 
sufficient to explain all things, of what use 
is religion T They believe that Buddhism is 
great nonsense, and only calls for their con¬ 
tempt. Now it is a great pity that they are 
so ignorant of the true nature of Buddhism, 
which is a cheerful and happy faith ; and that 
they speak evil of ao mild and beneficent a 
religion. I cannot, however, remain silent 
and allow them to mialcad people by their 
sophistry; but I will take my pen and address 
myself to all intelligent people. 

Buddhism says that everything depends upon 
mind. Good or evil fortune alike. Jo this it 
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agrees with Confucianism. And thus it i* 
clear that the welfute of the world depend* on 
tranquility of mind. For thia feeling of tran- 
qnility religion i« most important. If there be 
no religion people disregard truth and false¬ 
hood. disloyalty and patriotism : and diaQnion 
in families produce* disunion in nations. 

Africa, one of the great continent*, is in¬ 
habited in groat part by barbarian* whose chief 
business is robbery. They are like beasts, and 
are despised a* savage*. Compare them with 
our nation, and what pity they excite. 

In our country also there are many ignorant 
people who are easily roused to rebel against 
government. It is useless to say they are 
foolish—hut why are they so? The reason is 
that they are insufficiently influenced by reli¬ 
gion, and they are uninstructed as to the bene¬ 
volent intentions of government in the new 
methods of tasation, selecting soldiers, fee. 
But although their minds are darkened, yot 
their heart* are good, and the power of religion 
is sufficient to melt 'their stone-like minds, so 
that they may listen to good councils, do their 
work diligently, and repent of their follies. 

Human beings are ahead of all things, by 
reason of their brain and understanding. Re¬ 
ligion is so good that it is able to calm men’s 
minds, and to open heaven to upright and god¬ 
like reasoning men. It is able for all things 
flit—to feed millions of things). Buddhism, 
Shiutoism and Confucianism are wonderfully 
spread : but, their object is only one—that is, 
to purify tho human heart. Nothing is com¬ 
parable to it. Truth proceeds from it; and 
nature tells us that in reality Religion and Go¬ 
vernment are the same, though they appear 
so different. 

Why then should the lover of Natural Philo¬ 
sophy be the hater of Religion, and fail to 
comprehend its greatness ? How foolish are 
they who say that a nation's welfare depends 
on the art of war. How ahallow is their rea¬ 
soning. Thnnder and lightning cannot calm 
men's minds. Those who take their stand on 
the caunou and murderous arts, are always ill 
at ease, and curry destruction everywhere. The 

I 


preacher kindly speaks of religion to the peoplo, 
and their hearts become as smiling spring. 
Misfortunes are kept at a distance, and blood¬ 
shed does not enter the head. 

This is what ohr new government wishes to 
see. Bat although I have thus spoken of reli¬ 
gion, I do not ignore the importance of military 
and naval power. Tranquility may exist at 
home, whilst euemies may arrito from without. 
Religion and the art of war are both necessary. 
Bat let none despise Religion. I wish all men 
to open their minds on the subject, but only to 
do so after careful thought. 

Ws HATS had frequently to tell of late, of 
oamouroi giving up their hereditary allowances ; 
but it seems that all ore not of the same mind. 
The Bhigaku saroourai have petitioned that 
their allowance be raised on account of tho 
dearness of Rice. 

The public schools in Wakamatz’ Sen, 
(Aidzu). are 08 in number ;'of the pupils 7075 
are male and 1247 female—altogether 8322. 
There are besides many private schools. 

Ix Watarai Ken there has been a kind of 
murrain among the cattle, which has resisted 
tho powers of the resident vets. It commenced 
st the end of Jnly, and in a few dnys between 
70 and 80 cattle died. The bodios were all 
burnt in s plain away from all habitations, but 
we regret to see that tho disease has since ex¬ 
tended to other provinces. 

Ax appucatiox has been mode by the Sakata 
Ken to the Religious department requesting, 
that as Yudonosan of Ujen is a very famous 
holy mountain, and has been so for 10 50 years, 
and m many pious peoplo visit the mountain 
annually, and ss it bos been ordered that 
Baddhist temples shall be altered into Shinto, 
yet becaease this mountain is so sacred it 
should be proclaimed tho first national temple 
of Ujen country. 
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KOTO N OKI. 

CEKEALOQY OF THE EMI’ERORR 

( Continued from poje S3 .) 

HE nvxt Emperor to Qokomatauno- 
in was Shoko-in, the 102nd of the 
dynasty. lie reigned ten year*, 
and was suoceeded by his eldest 
son Hikohito, whose imperial name 
was Gohanazono-in. In his reign Ogasa- 
wara, prinoe of Shinano, fought many battles, 
and gained several victories; his principal 
antagonist being Murakami Yoshikiyo. Mo- 
shi-uji the superintendent of the Eastern ooun- 
tries resided at Kamakura, and was so tyran¬ 
nical that the people complained to Kioto, 
and the Shogoon sent an army and suoceeded 
in humbling the tyrant. Moshi-uji was com¬ 
pelled to commit harnkiri. Mitsutomo, prince 
of Bhimosa, acted as guardian to the 
two young sons of Noshi-uji named Bhinwo 
and Anwo, and revolted against the Bho- 



goon, who besieged him in Yuki cas¬ 
tle; and haring carried the fortress by 
assault, ordered him and his son to commit 
suicide, and the two young princes were 
made prisoners. This is called the war of 
Yuki. Bhortly after this, the 8hogoon Yoshi- 
aki was assassinated by Akamatsu, and was 
succeeded by his eon Yoshikatau. 

The history here beoomes son what in¬ 
volved, as about this time, the Sei dai Sho¬ 
goon—the great Shogoon resided in 
Kioto, whilst an officer with the simple title 
of Shogoon resided at Kamakura ; but both 
belonged to the Ashikaga family. Yoshiaki 
was Sei dai Bhogoon, and was assassinated by 
Akamatsu, because he had deprived him of 
a large portion of his possessions. The death 
of Yoshiaki however was avenged two years 
afterwards, by Hoeokawa, Yamana, and 
other generals, who attacked Akamatsu, and 
he in turn was obliged to commit seppuku. 

The Bei dai Bhogoon Yoshikatau died after 
having held the reins about three years. 
Having no direct heir he was suoceeded by 
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Ilia uncle Yoshimasu, and Hoeokawa waa 
appointed prime-minister. No event of im¬ 
portance happened under them ; and they 
both died about the same time, the son of 
the 8hogooo, Yoehihisa, taking the title. 

Nothing whatever ia related of the personal 
acta of the Emperors at thia time. They ap¬ 
pear to have beoou* mere phantoma. Per¬ 
haps on acoouut of the halo of divinity sur¬ 
rounding them they were retained as the 
nominal fountains of honour, whose appoint¬ 
ments were supposed by the people to have 
the sanction of heaven. What other purpose 
they served it is impossible to tell. 

The Emperor Gohanasono-in waa succeed¬ 
ed by Goteuchi-mikado. During this reign, 
the daimioa and princes seemed to run wild 
—all pressed forward for the Shogunate, 
without the least regard to the commands of 
either the Emperor or the Sei dai Shogoon. 
At length the whole of them retired from the 
capital, went to their own dominions, armed 
their followers, and the empire was reeking 
with blood. The power of the Sei dai Sho¬ 
goon declined rapidly, and the family of 
Hoaokawa became more and more powerful. 
Yoehihisa retired to the mountain Higashi- 
yama, and died there. He was succeeded 
by hia nephew Yoshiki. At thia*timo Iso 
Benkuro, a powerful vassal of Imagawa, the 
powseeor of Tauruga, took the castle of Oda¬ 
warra, and became the ancestor of the groat 
prinoea of Odawarra. The Shogoon Yoshiki 
soon was forced to retire in favour of an 
adopted son of Yoehimasu named Yoshi- 
dxumi \e Emperor abdicated about the 
same time, and Gokaahiwabara, the 05th 
of the dynasty, reigned in his stead. In his 
reign, many oomets made their appearance, 
and on one mountain aide 7,000 fir trees 
withered. Thia waa in the year 1506. Ex¬ 
actly a hundred year* previously there had 
been a similar mortality in the fir trees. 

The next Emperor waa Gonarano-in. At- 
tacka were constantly made on Kioto during 
this reign, and the Bhogoon Yoshiharu was 
forced to leave the city and take up hia re¬ 
sidence at Goahiu; having appointed Hoso- 
kawa prime minister. To the other calami¬ 
ties of the country were added a terrible visi¬ 


tation of cholera, which carried of hundreds 
throughout the empire. It was an ill favour¬ 
ed and tumultuous period ; when every man’s 
hand was against his neighbour. The vassal 
of to-day waa the daimio of to-morrow, and 
cue <wtm. No spot throughout the imperial 
dominions could be safe from day to day. 
Agriculture suffered, and trade dealined; 
while rapine, lust and murder filled the land. 
The imperial family waa in great poverty ; 
and it ia one of the strangest features of 
the national history, that it continued to 
exist, and to hold the eotnblaooe of authority. 

Isse Senjiro the founder of the Hojo fami¬ 
ly of Odawarra, waa originally a merchant. 
Hia tastes, however, were military Sad hia 
ambition boundless. He felt the strength 
that waa in him and determined to exercise it 
to the aggrandising of hia family, and the 
glory of hia name. He availed himself of 
the general turmoil, and raised a band of 
followers, with whom at the end of the 15th 
centnry he took Odawarra. But having 
secured his ends so far, he had to maintain 
the dignity and the reputation for valour he 
had won, and was oonstantly fighting. Like 
the majority of the oombatante of those days, 
he fonght not for this or that party of the 
government; but only for himself. And for 
years his family held what he had won. 

In Kioto things were just as troublous as 
elsewhere ; and eo they continued np bo the 
time when the Portuguese first arrived, be¬ 
tween the years 1535 and 1542. Every page, 
every line almost, of the native history tells of 
jealousies, troechory, unscrupulous ambition' 
and assassinations. The Mikado was so ill- 
supplied, and the Shogoon’# government, if 
such a thing ooold be said to exist, was so 
utterly without funds, that the imperial 
household was obliged to be supported by 
one of the western nobles, to whom in return 
the Emperor gave a very high rank. Of this 
Emperor It is stated that he appeared in 
public on one occasion, a circumstance which, 
from its. being thus noted, would seem to 
have been unknown daring other reigns. 
The lord also, who supplied the emperor 
with funds attempted to open trade with 
China; but the Chinese seas were rendered 
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dangerous by Japanese roror*, and the at¬ 
tempt failed in consequence. 

In the year 1542 Ota Nobuhids the father 
of Nobunaga fought a great battle with Ima- 
gawa Yoshimoto; and in the same year 
Iyeyaau was born—destined to be the founder 
of a powerful dynasty of 8hogoons, who 
should reign peacefully oyer a happy empire 
for more than tw o and a half oenturies. 

The fulness of time had now come. The 
empire lay prostrate and bleeding beneath 
the ruthless march of robbers and of un¬ 
scrupulous tyrants. The Portuguese Meades 
Pinto was wrecked near Kagoshima, in the 
island of Kiusiu, and a ship containing other 
Portuguese put in at the same place, about 
the year 1542. They first introduced fire-arms 
into Japan; and not only did the southern 
people adopt them with avidity, but lost 
no time in manufacturing them after the 
Portuguese model. 

It was during the time that the fighting was 
going on betwoen Imagawa and Nobuhido, 
that more Portuguese arrived, and wore most 
cordially received by the Daimio of Boongo. 

In 1549 Nobuhide died and Nobunaga be¬ 
came tho head of the important family of 
Ota whose possessions extended over a por¬ 
tion of Owari. This year was also notable 
as that in which Francis Xavier first visited 
Japan. Ho is tho first of tho foreigners who 
dwells particularly on the state of lawlessness 
in whieh be found the empire. Soldiers 
wore everywhere, on every road ; and Kioto 
had been so fearfully riven with fighting, 
fires and famine, that his voice could not be 
heard amid the general discord. The work 
of the devil was too loud to allow of the word 
of God being heard. There was but one sub¬ 
ject that interested all persons, and that was 
War. 

In 1550 the Shogoon Yoehiharu died, and 
Yoshiteru hie son occupied his vacant seat. 

The next Emperor to Gonarano-in was 
Okimachi-in. During his reign a child 
was bom, destined to clear the empire of all 
the horrors of war and bloodshed which had 
so long desolated it. This was Hideyoehi 
Towotomi—better known now by his titlo of 
Toico ; but as it ever has been that the dark¬ 


est hour is that preceding the day ; the period 
oocupied by the life and doings of this great 
man, whilst he was subduing the turbulent, 
and consolidating the oentral p ower, was the 
most troublous of all the empire had ever 
experienced. 


As wb have already given the history 
of Taioo Sama, and of his master Nobu¬ 
naga in the third volume of the Far Eatt, 
we will not repeat it here; but wa will 
bring this translation of the Genealogy of tho 
Emperors to a close for the present. In the 
oourse of a month or two we shall be able to 
commenoe the history of the Tokugawa family, 
which will include the history of the Em¬ 
pire from the death of Taioo to the present 
time. 

A few incidents however which happened 
at the period we have arrived at in the trans¬ 
lation, may fittingly be introduced here. 

We have thentioned the arrival of the 
Portuguese merchunte and missionaries, tho 
lattei of whom became much mixed up with 
the atirring events passing around them. The 
avidity with which numbers of the Japanese 
accepted tho Homan Catholic religion, and 
the readiness with which they adopted the 
arms and, in many respects, tho manners of 
their foreign visitors is strikingly charac¬ 
teristic of them oven at the present day. As 
now they have only to see foreigners to wish 
to emulato them, so was it then. The follow¬ 
ing extract from Dickson's ‘Japan' giving 
the descriptions of the Jesuit priests will apt¬ 
ly wind up this chapter. 

“ Faxibs, being now In peaceable possession of the 
Tens* (at imperial province*), and all Nobuoanga's 
other kingdoms, to give colour to his usurpation, ha 
affected an affable sweetness, which charmed all that 
ever saw or heard him. None, besides the Christians, 
could in tho least suspect the sincerity of bis inten¬ 
tions ; and not long after, they too were quieted of 
all their fears i for, knowing very well how respectful 
they hod been to Nobunanga. either out of real 
affection, or for that he had no mind to make himself 
new enemies, he began to caress them and gave them 
serrral particular instances of his favour. He knew 
the Christians in bis service to be famous, both for 
their piety and tbeir courage ■ and, a bore alt, be 
showed a particular res poet for Jus to Uooodono 
(properly called Takayams oo konyay no kami), to 
whom he had been indebted for his good fortune. 
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“ So when father* went to visit him, be treated 
than after the mum manner end with the tame cere¬ 
mony u Hobunaga had done before blm j and for 
ioataaoe of kia real Intentions, be appointed them a 
plane for boildiog a church and aeminary (in Oaaka,) 
u waa done before in Ansuqniama. The Queen, bin 
lady, bad alao several of the Cfarietiana among her 
maids of bonoar, whom Faxiba particularly re*pooled 
for tbeir singular modeaty and piety. He permitted 
them to aaaist at mua and sermons. and waa pleaeed 
to abow a liking when aay of bia anbjecta became 
Cbiistians, which emboldened them to preach and 
exercise tbeir other function* with greater liberty 
than formerly, to the great increase of the faithful. 
Faxiba, who waa adrertieed of it, far from being dle- 
pteaaed, declared be woeld embrace the Cbnatian 
religion bimanlf were it bat a little more indulgent 
to fieeli and blond." 

Taikoeama waa feeling bia way in the novel poeitkxi 
jo whtch he foe ml bimaelf after Nobunaga's death. 
The Jesuit* did not know bow tbeir poaltioo might be 
affected. They had baaked in the sunshine of court 
favour for acme year* past; that might now be dood¬ 
ad over. The boaang*. or native Buddhiat priesthood, 
had been (landing in the oold ahade for aome yean ; 
they had everything to hope f- >r in a change. There 
waa not much to bo feared from Sanb-'si, the infant 
grandson of Sobonaga aa a claimant to the throne. 
Mowori in the west wm quiet lycyaa In the east 
was occupied in attacking Hojio of CM aware*, who 
waa aoppoacd to be in oppoaition to the government." 

In tbe year 1 583 the Jraoit father* prevailed npon 
the Christian confer'* A rim* and Omura and Owo- 
tomo Boongo no kami to send aoroc young lord* on a 
visit to the Tope. Four were Bent, two of them being 
relatives of theae lord*, and the other two ami of 
noblea. They were all four boya of the ««* of from 
fifteen to sixteen. They took letteri with them to 
Pope Gregory XIII. Leaving Ja; an ou tbe 42nd 
February 1583, they, going by Moran and Gnu, 
reached Lisbon on tbe 10th Augnit 158*. and after 
an Interview with Philip at Madrid, arrived in Rome 
on the SOth March 16BS, where ibey were received 
by tbe Pope, and kissed hia fret. They re-embarked 
at Llabon the last day of April IfiBfi. with aerent en 
religious of tbe 8oeiety, reaching Goa on the 79th 
May 1587, and finally arr von in Japan in 1590, 
"eight years from their first setting out,” bringinr 
with them an Arabian horse, which bad been present- 
od to them by the Viceroy of India. 

Tbie year Taikotama sent Nobuwo to order Iyeyaa 
to oome to Miako He refused to come until it waa 
arranged that Taikoeatna's mother should enme to 
Yedo aa a hostage during hia abeence, when Iyeyaa 
went to pay bis respects to the Emjieror. Mowori, 
lord of tbe western provinces, was also ordered to 
oome to Miako to acknowledge Taikoeama as bia 
superior, an order which be found it prudent to obey. 
In 1586 Iyeyaa married tbe youngeit sister of Taiko- 
sama. 

A persecuting spirit showed itself among the 
Jesuits very soon after tbe departure of Francis 
Xavier " Sumitanda," they write, - King of Omura. 
who bad become a Christian in accordance with a 
promise to that purpose In case hi* wife should have 
a child, about tbe year 1664, or only thirteen yean 
after the flrat arrival tf a missionary In the country, 

• Bops wts wrerlee In the usmber ef his torrs*. bat Inferior 
in ths ability or Mi anwuwbn TO* prorerMsJ wyma of sa 
“Od»w»rTm hk> jw-—Uut to. *n Odsosim Ssllbsntlm— toe* Its 
*ri«tn M ths cauaefle «< war Hojio at this tlms, whkh. *t(h 
Mfsrtor form, wr* pnrtraeerS tfll lysyss sttscXed, defeat'd him, 
and tack the Csstls of Oia-arra. 


(declared open war against the devil* He despatched 
some aqnadrona through bis kingdom to ruin all tbe 
(idol* and templea, without any regard to the booses* 
V«ge " All this, doubtless, waa docs by tbe ad view 
and at the ioerigation of hie instructor* ; and ** in 1577 
‘the lord of tbe island of Amscuss issued Iris procla¬ 
mation, by which all bia aubjecle—whether houses, 
gentlemen, merchants, or tradesmen—wm required 
either to turn Christiana or to leave the country the 
very next day. They almost all submitted, and re¬ 
ceived baptism,'so that in a short ume there wm 
more than twenty churches In the kingdom. God 
wrou ght miracles to oonflrm the faithful in tbeir 

All this time one of the moat aealona aa wall aa 
influential among the Christian converts waa he who 
was known sa Jnsto Daondono, or Tskaymma oo kon- 
yay no kaml. His sent was Takaaki, in tbe provinoe 
of Sctso, where " he laboured with a teal truly apos¬ 
tolical to extirpato tbe idolatora oat of bis states, 
where the number was now fallen to 30.000. I'e 
sent word that they should either receive tbe faith 
or begone Immediately out of hia country for he 
would acknowledge none for hia subjects but sueb as 
adored tbe tree God. This declaredon obliged them 
nil to accept of instruction, which cut out work 
enough for all the fathers and miaaionariea at Meaca” 
TaikosAma still oonttnued bis wonted favours to the 
Christians, "saying one day, in a familiar way, that 
he would willingly become a Christian himself if 
they could dispense wiih him in polygamy.” In this 
way the Roman Catholics act the example of intoler¬ 
ance, driving those opposed to them in religious 
belief out of the country. True disciples, and breath¬ 
ing the spirit of tbe luquisition, then in full blow in 
8pain sod Portugal, they would not allow within 
their corn states that freedom under which the tree 
planted by them had taken root and was flourishing. 

Takayama brought over as a convert, among other*, 
tbe young admiral of Taikoeama'* llee — Don Austin, 
as he ia known to tbe Jesuits ; Konishi, Satan no 
kami, Tuki Nags, as his title ia in native history. 
He, with bis father and mother, were baptised in 
1664. 

Taiko'ama, wishing to kaep Takaekl, gate Taka. 
yams In its stead another estate, Akaabi, in Harima ; 
sod aa “ soon aa Jnsto bad taken possession of it, his 
first thoughts were to reduce it under the obedience 
of Christ, Tbe bouses, smelling bis design, with 
their idols weet to cast themselves at tbe Queen's 
fnet The Queen, touched with an ardent aenl for her 
religion, spoke to the King in tbeir behalf. But 
Faxibe, who waa no bigot, answered her briskly, that 
he had absolutely given Jnsto that place in change 
of Taca$uqui; and for tbe rest, every one was free to 
dispose of hie own. Let the bonsce. if tbe idole be 
troublesome, drown them in thfc sea, or dry them 
for fuel. ><on Juste, much pleased with Faxiba'* 
answer, took then a resolution to oblige all hta sub¬ 
jects to become Christian," and thus first caught 
them a lesson which they afterwards practised upon 
himself. Jnsto bad tbe merit, lo hi religious teal, 
of being unconnected with any seaport town. All 
tbe other 1* rds who had been brought over to the 
Homan Church were competing more or lesa for tor. 
eign trade—Boongo, Arima, Omura, Firando, Gotto ; 
and though some of them seem to have been sinrere 
converts, others wavsrrd with the rise and fall of ex. 
porta and imparts. Such, for example, may the 
King of Boongo be called, when be returned the 
following answer to tho boaangs: "Three lfTO l 
father* have been thirteen or fourteen years in my 
kingdom At their arrival I had only three king, 
dome; they are now swelled to five. My treasury 
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ni exhsusted 5 it now exoeeds any other prince in 
all Japan. I had no male inane to snooted me, but 
now Heaven baa bleeaed me with heir*. Everything 
baa succeeded and pioaprred aince they came amongst 
ov. What blessing did I ever rcoeive from your 
gods nines I began to nerve them f Begone! and 
never apeak 111 of tboee I love and respeot." This 
Boon go do kaai 00 one occasion during war dsetroy- 
ed a moat prodigious and magnificent temple with a 
coloaaal atatne, bum log 9000 monaateneu to asbea 
and razing tbe tern plea to tbo ground. M This ardent 
teal of tbo prince ia an evident instonoe of bl* fai^ 
and charity * aeyi tbe Jesuit writer.* 

Tbia year, upon tbe occasion of tbe arrival of tbe 
Father Provincial of Japan at Osaka, Juato and 
Austin demanded an audience for him with Taiko. 
•am*. *• To make the way more easy, he azpoeed, 
according to the custom of tbe oouQtrv, bis presents 
for the King and Queea. He waa introduced (hi* 
majesty accepting the presents) to Talkoaama seated 
on a magnificent throne, and waa received by him 
with the moat marked kindneea and ooudeaoentlon 
He commended them for taking bo long a voyage to 
publiah in tboee part* tbe law of their God. He gave 
them supper. After tbe collstion be entertained 
them with a long discourse about bis government, 
told them be intended to make one-half of Japan 
embrace the Christian religion, and that be hrd 
thoughts of passing into China, not to pillage and 
plunder tba couotrv, but to reduce lb under tbo awret 
yoke of hla obedience. To this end ha intonded to 
put to aea with a fleet of *00 men-of-war. Moreover 
(awl this la tbe giat of the conversation), ho desired 
to hire on any term* two stout ahipa of Portugal, will 
armed and manned, and b\ means of tbo fathers 
made bimarlf sure of gaining his point. After the 
conqo. at of China, he would build temples to tbe truo 
God in all tbe citiea and towns hrough hia empire, 
and withal oblige bis subjecta universally by public 
edict to become Christiana. 

• He afterward* conducted them through his palace 
to tbe ninth atorey of a pyramidal building, whence 
they had a beautiful riew of the country round Oaala. 
He then alluded to the famous di«cu«*ion between P. 
Free* and tbe Buddhiat high-priest, saying that at 
tbo time he was so incensed at the brute, tba insolent 
boaang. that if be bad been in power he would have 
taken off hia head.” 

At th a meeting tbe Provincial put In a petition to 
Taikoaama, which be la said by the Jesuit* to hare 
granted—viz, 'That it should be lawful for them to 
preach the law of the true God through all hia atatra, 
and hia subjecta tree to embrace it. That their bouse 
should be exempt from lodging soldiers. That, as 
strangeis, they should be exempt from all ceases and 
taxes which the lords do usually lay upon their 
vaaaala And he added to that, that he gave them 
licence to preach, not only in hia own kingdoms, but 
through all Japan, as lords and sovereign* of the 
whole empire." 

Such being the inclination* *nd>i«wt of Taikoeama 
towards the Jeeuita in the outset of hia reign, by 
what means, it may be asked, wsahe brought to a 
change f The statements of tbe Jesuits are the sole 
authority for this part of history ; but, even by their 
own statements, they seem to have played their carets 
badly. 

“ Religion in Japan within this thirty-eight years 
past, when Bt Francis Xavierius sowed the first seeds 
in that uncultivated soil, ha* now grown ao fair and 
flourishing that odc might well compare it to an 
orange-tree loaded on all (Idea with fruits and blua- 
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soma. It was a field cultivated by the workmen of 
the vineyard, and watered with kindly shower* from 
Heaven, wbieh gave fair hope* of a »oh and plentiful 
harvest It waa a ship under full sail drove by the 
wind of the Holy Ghost, discovering dally new places 
and oountries. 

"In tbe year 1687 they reckoned above 900,000 
Christiana in Japan, amoogat whom were several per¬ 
son* of distinguished merit—kings prince*, generals 
of armir a principal lord* of the o ort, and, in a word, 
the flower of tbe Japonian nobility. Moreover, what 
by Cambaeundono's fTaikoaama’s] esteem of our 
religion, and kindness to tbe misaionere that preached 
it, and what by bis 000 tempt of tba booses, whom he 
persecuted with fire and sword, burning their temple* 
and pulling down their idols wherever be came— 
what, al*->, by vetting tbe Christian lords in the most 
considerable daces of tbe government, and indulging 
liberty to all ni* court to reo-lve baptism, over and 
above, by erecliDgwo many church os to the true God, 
and *0 ' particularly countenancing the fathers of tba 
rociety,—tbe number of them daily incr ased. For, 
not content with sending frequently for the fathers 
to hia pal so*, be wont one day himself to visit the 
Provincial on board of his ship, and discoursed Kim 
after a familiar way for several hours teg ther. 
Not that he bad any thoughts of religion, for he »i 
ao proud that b* pretended equality with Divinity 
itself, but by this bad a mind to gain a reputation 
among tbo prince* of Europe. 

Nevertheless, these fair appearance* put several 
of the principal lords in a humour of being instruct¬ 
ed, and tbe number of the proselytes wss so great 
that tbe father* could not rest neither day nor night 
They were taken up continually with preaching, bap¬ 
tising, and instructing such as earnestly desired this 
sacrament, aroopgst whom was Cambaeundono's own 
nephew, a prince about nineteen years of sge, pre¬ 
sumptive bar to the crown, 

“ While the Church was In this profound peace, the 
devi 1 , foreseeing an entire conversion of the whole 
empire most folluw, raised such a furious tompe-t ss 
drove tbe ship of tbo Jap uisn Church upon the 
rocks, and split it all to piece*." So writes on* of the 
Jesuit fathers He then looks about to flod a reason 
for the foundering of tbe vessel, and find* it any- 
wh* re but In the pilots or officer* of the ship. The 
unlucky merchants; whether tbe failure be ecclesiasti¬ 
cs or political, are sure to be made th* first Their 
lives were ao diaaolute that the immaculate Taiko- 
s.ma was horrified. 

Besides," says the father, "the main refusal, we 
di 0 >rered afterwards two main reason* that pnt him 
uixin 'this edict The first waa a design-of ranking 
himself among the gnd*. by which he hoped to make 
himself be adored by all bis subjects as one of the 
chief conquerors of Japan. Now knowing that none 
but Christians would dare to oppose him. he took a 
reaolution of exterminating them forthwith before 
they could hare time to make a party against him. 

At this lime Taikoaama issued the following pro¬ 
clamation : "Being informed by the lord* of our 
Privy Council that certain f reign religious were 
entered into our slates, where they preach a law coo. 
trary to the established religion of Japan, and impr. 
dentlv presume to ruin the temple* of the Carols and 
Fotoquis, though this attempt dearve the very 
utmeet severity, yet out of our royal clemency wo do 
only hereby command them upon pain of death to 
depart from Japan in tweoty day*, during which time 
it shall not be lawful for any one to hurt them ; but 
if afterward any of them shall be found in our stoles, 
our will and pleasure la that thsy be apprehended 
and punished as in cases of high treason. As for the 
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Portuguese merchants, we give them free leave to 
traffic and reside In uur pen* till further order ;• bet 
withal we do hereby strictly forbid them, on pain of 
haying both their ships and merchandises cunnscatod, 
to bring over with them any foreign religious.” 

That this change should sooner or later hare oocne 
is not to be wondered at, That it should hare shown 
itself so suddenly, ia in accordance with Japanese 
ideas of policy, and the character of the Japanese 
mind. The empire had been for years, almost ages, 
torn by internal divisions among small chiefs The 
object of Nobunsgs bad been to bring them all into 
one under himself. His lieutenant Taikoaama, totally 
Illiterate, though perhaps not more so than those 
around him, had been imbued with bis in aster's views 
The Buddhist monasteries had been hotbeds of sedi¬ 
tion and fori of disturbance, being at the earns time 
large political and military powers of perhaps the 
•eooDd rank, and they had made themselves obnoxious 
on different occasions by marked insolcnae to tbs 
generals, and even to Nobunaga, himself. They had 
sot even tbo justification of haring preserved (as 
monasteries did of old in Kurupe) the literature of 
the country, not one priest being able to road, or 
teach the rising generation the rudiments of the 
written character. 

When the Jesuits appeared with meek and lowly 
appearance, Nobunaga was charmed with the pro¬ 
spect of establishing them as a counterpoise to the 
haughty and insolent Buddhists. 

But these fathers appear to have looked upon the 
bosange as tbeir personal enemies, l'bey thought 
that it was their special mission to root them out. 
They would not let the tares and the wheat, as they 
looked upon the respective parti**, grow together. 
They attacked tb«*e priests wherever they met them. 

• Fran this It may tc pleaSto (hat tha marehaaa sen set 
(be caote of the change 


Francis Xavier, at the commencement of hie mis¬ 
sionary life In Japan, visited these ‘bouses, with the 
design, if it were possible, to convert them to Christ, 
being persuaded that Christianity would make little 
progress among the people, if they who were general¬ 
ly looked upon as oracles of truth opposed preaching 
of the Gospel." He declared himself much astonished 
that in Jnpan the people “have a profound respect 
for tbe tones; for though they be conscious of tbsir 
hypocrisy sod debaucheries, vet at the tame time 
they worship them like deiuee, and pay them all 
imaginable submission." 

It cannot bo wondered at that a body which was 
politically strong enough to oaose uneasiness to tbe 
monarch of a oountry like Japan should not sit 
quietly under such attacks We have no objection to 
▼on making convert*, they may have said ; but when 
It oame to breaking down temples and destroying the 
images, a spirit of intense opposition was aroased. 
But when to tbis a system of peraectiem was added— 
•uoh as that pursued by Don Jus to in bis territories, 
when every one not of his religion was driven out, 
when the property of the temples was taken from 
them, and perhaps given to their opponents—only 
ooe end can he looked for, vis., that one party should 
be victorious over the other, and that by a war to the 
knife, a struggle of life and death. The Buddhists 
were roused. They could live alongside of Con¬ 
fucianism, or of Taouiem in tbe Yamabooehi, or of 
the different soots among themselves; but with tbe 
new sect, this Roman Catholicism, which broke its 
neighbour's temples down, abused him to bis faoe, 
and then turned everv one out wherever it bad the 
power of doing so,—the only method with it was 
to use its own weapons and turn it out —to root it 
out of the oountry. " 

This Inquisition mode of dealing oould have ended 
in no other way. Japan was not Spain, as the Jesuits 
found oat. 
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A VISIT TO THE QUIT OF TARTAR! 
AND SAGHALIIN. 

H ER BRrT*>fNic .Majesty's Iron-clad the 
Iron IhJte sailed on the 7th July, 
1878, from Yokohama Harbour, with the 
gun boat* Thistle and Ihcarf in company. 
Admiral Shad we 11 intended taking a round 
which should include the Inland Sea, Naga¬ 
saki, the Russian porta on the A m oor, the 
Gulf of Tartary, and the Island of Saghalien, 
returning by Hakodate to Yokohama. It 
waa expected the trip would occupy Ubout 
three months, and having been invited to go 
as a guest on board the Iron Duke, f ob¬ 
tained leave and embarked. W-, a brother 

officer, who had been for some time on the 
sick list, was also invited and went with us; 
and a very pleasant time wo had. 

Of the Japanese part of the trip I need 
say nothing; bnt will be satisfied to give the 
few daily notes I made from the island of 
Tstissima onward, as from thence the ground 
is bnt little known. 

8p»day, July 27th. — Anchored about 
10 a.m. in Tsushima sound. Tsushima con¬ 
sists of two main islands of considerable 
size and a large number of small ones. The 
passages between them are narrow but deep. 
It was hero that Sir James Hope, when oom- 
mander-in-chief on this station came to log¬ 
gerheads with the Ru sians. They were 
endeavouriog in their usual quiet way, to 
establish themaelvea here. A ship of theirs 
wanted repair*; so they were building a 
dockyard which might not only repair this 
craft, but be useful in case of any other 
Russian who might oome to grief in this 
part of the world. Had this little game 
gone on, in a short tims ths bears would 
have had a nice little settlement on a beauti¬ 
ful island, within easy reach of the coast of 
Japan. Howevsr, Sir John dropped in one 
day, and informed them that the island 
belonged to Japan ; and if they didn’t cloar 
out of it in 48 hours, he would shew them 
the *ay—or word* to that effect. 


The Russians complained of his carrying 
thing* with such a high hand, but the result 
was that the Russian settlement was given 
up, and the island is now in the occupation 
of a very limited population of Japanese. 

The soenery in the islands is charming. 
Ashore I saw a pheasant, and lots of deer 
tracks. 

Jnly 28th.—Started at 10 a.m. for the 
North; and at 2 r.x. sighted Cape Corbet 
on the ooast of Corea. 

Faro AT, August 1st.—Was oalled at 6 am. 
with the news that we were entering Poaaiette. 
This oountry very different from Japan. No 
treee—but hills and Tallies covered with 
thick grass. The entrance to the inner har¬ 
bour is very narrow, between the end of 
Chuhado Spit and Toherkarrki island. Just 
opposite the entranoo is the Russian station 
of Mokt^onvey—consisting of a few scattered 
house* only. We had been anchored about 
an hour, when a Russian officer, tall, lean, 
with a bent back and in a green uniform, 
came off to pay his respects to the com¬ 
mander-in-chief. We had been led to expect 
good shooting here, and landed accordingly 
on the Chuhado Spit. At the end of it are 
some large peculiarly formed rooks, under 
the shelter of whioh lies a small and very 
dirty Tartar fishing village. The Spit is of 
sand with heavy grass and low scrub grow¬ 
ing on it. We beat for three miles, without 
starting anything largor than a lark ; and 
perceiving that the country as far as the eye 
could reach, was just like that we had 
traversed, except that the scrub was heavier, 
we Bat dqwn and took a “ snack ”—having 
brought the wherewithal with us—and then 
retraced our steps. In the afternoon a 
second Russian officer came off. He told us 
he was a great sportsman and that in the 
season there was plenty of game, but this 
was not the season. Some of the officers 
who went out • seining ’ wsre very euooessfuL 
They oaught upwards of 600 fish of various 
kinds and sizes; but moat of the fish were 
soft, full of bones, and cot pleasant eating. 

Scwdat, August 3rd.—It had been decided 
to visit the Russian camp, about 9 miles 
from the anchorage. We were ashore in 
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good time and arrived at the house of 
the Imperial Eugineor Captain Tatarinoff 
by 5.30 a.*., but bad to wait while the 
hones which ran almost wild about the 
rich pasture, werd being caught; and this 
was a work of time. At last eight haring 
been captured were harnessed to three traps, 
two on four wheels and one on two, of the 
roughest possible description. Captain Tata¬ 
rinoff was exceedingly kind, and tried all he 
could to hurry matters. He gave us some tea 
in tumblers, and also muoh information 
while we were waiting. He showed us 
specimens of iron-stone, ooal and lime-stone, 
obtainable close at hand, and I oould not 
help wondering that with these resources 
within reach, the houses were not better 
built, and the place generally more pros¬ 
perous looking. 

The horses being put to, Captain Tatar! • 
naff's two-wheel trap was mounted by two of 
our number. And a rioketty affair it was; 
drawn by two China ponies ; one harnessed 
Russian fashion in the shafts with a high 
yoke over his neck, the other tied loosely 
beside him. I was with three others and 
a Chinaman in one of the four wheelers, 
drawn by three poniee, and the other four- 
wheeled chariot a little smaller one, likewise 
with three ponies, contained the rest of our 
party and a native driver. We went away 
at a greet pace; and as the traps were des¬ 
titute of spriuga, our livers were shaken up 
and our bodies bruised to our heart’s satis¬ 
faction. After enduring an hour and twenty 
minutes of this, we arrived at the camp, 
situate on tho banks of the river, and in a 
splendid plain covered with rich pasture. 

The main street of the camp is wide and 
kept clean ; but the huta were very orowded, 
not overdean, and the outlying onea in bad 
repair. They are built of logs of timber 
covered with mud plaster, and roofs of sim¬ 
ple planking. There are 1,800 men at this 
station, some of them artillery, and they 
have two mountain guns—3-pounder*. The 
troops are fine looking men, Siberians, the 
offspring of Polish and Russian exiles. 
Though not so clean and neat as our men, 
they looked active, serviceable fellows. 


While waiting about, we saw some of them 
dancing. The music was a small guitar with 
five strings. One man played a simple but 
pretty jig, and two danoed. As the musio 
quickened, the men got excited and danced 
with tremendous vigour, displaying consider¬ 
able agility in their heavy boots; and each 
trying to outdo the other. At last one got 
down on his back with his legs doubled under 
him, and beat time with his elbows on the 
ground; an acrobatic performance of con¬ 
siderable merit. So I gave him some brandy, 
which he seemed to appreciate much. 

The house of the oommandant was close to 
the river; but we failed te obtain admit¬ 
tance to this mansion. In fact, not to put too 
fine a point upon it, we were treated with a 
singular want of oourteey by the officers at 
the camp. When we first arrived they stu¬ 
diously avoided us, so we had to betake our¬ 
selves to the river side, and picnic in the sun. 
Afterwards two of them oame down and tried 
to pump us as to who we were, and what we 
wanted. They answered our questions very 
curtly, refused in any way to partake of our 
hospitality, and bade us good morning. 

In our stroll we put up some snipe. We 
«&.. wine Corea ns who wanted to know if we 
would buy cattle, and showed us some fine 
oxen. I also saw some good ponies, several 
of which I should have liked to have at 
Yokohama. For want' of better pastime I 
made a rough ekotch of the camp; and we 
returned to the ship without any adventure. 

Captain Tatarinoff came off to dine with 
us. Another Russian has asked for and 
been granted a passage in us to Vladivo¬ 
stok. He is on his way to St. Petersburg, 
and can only Bpeak German. As we have 
only a few on board who are acquainted with 
that language, I fear ho will not have a very 
lively time. 

August 4th.—Could not start early on ac¬ 
count of the fog. This is the first of these 
little pleasantnesses that we have encounter¬ 
ed. Here we were bowling along, and blow¬ 
ing fog horns, firing guns and taking all 
sorts of precautions. At length the weather 
became so thick we were obliged to anchor. 
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The next morning, the weather cleared np 
sufficiently to she* us our position about 
10 o’clock; ao got underweigh, steamed up 
the Eastern Bosphorus, and dropped anchor 
at Vladiroetock a little after 1 r.u. 

August 6th.—8hip employed getting out, 
manning and arming boats. I got some fair 
fishing in the river here. Whilst we lay 
hero we had plenty of good sport. One day 
met a Buss, who told us in answer to our 
enquiries respecting game, that a tiger and 
two cube had been seen about throo versts 
from the settlement. We did not believe him. 

August 9th.—Great excitement. A large 
party—25 guns in all—set out to drive deer. 
They returned about 5 r.u having had a 
capital day, and bagged seven. 

August 10th.—In the afternoon went with 

G-to take a look at the Bussian military 

and naval establishments. They are in a 
very embryo state. Whether it was that 
the day was Sunday, or whether they had 
not finishod celebrating the Empress’s birth¬ 
day I do not know ; but, certainly, nearly all 
the Eliasian soldiers or sailors we met, were 
drunk; and they are the most tame and 
melancholy roysterers I over saw. Thoy 
seemed to have three stages of inebriety. 
First, the maudlin musical; second, total 
imbecility; third, peaceful slumber, utterly 
regardless of locality or position—the middle 
of the road, or the hoart of a furze bush 
being equally desirable resting places for 
them. 

August Uth.—Went out deer shooting 
with some success. The deer here are dif¬ 
ferent to auy I have seen elsewhere. They 
aro red, but the horns of the bucks are near¬ 
ly straight, tho elder ones only having a 
single small tine; and they have no tails. 
There is also another larger deer; the bucks 
having branching antlere like red doer, but 
I did not see any of theee. I saw several 
pairs of very fino antlers. The Chinese give 
a high price for thoso when the velvet is on 
them. They make some kind of medicine of 


them, but what the properties are supposed to 
be I ooold not find out. I believe it is some 
kind of Ammonia. 

August 12th.—Left Yladivostock at 5.50 
a.it., with Elk, Dwarf, and Matquxto in Com¬ 
pany. During the forenooD, steam tactics. 
Wind right ahead. At 11 A-if. passed the 
island of Mayachiu, whore are gold mines 
worked by a colony of about 1,000 China¬ 
men, who refuse to pay any tax to the Rus¬ 
sians, who claim ths island. Whether the 
Buskis will take measures to make them, 
remains to be seen. Arrived at Wrangel 
Bay abont 5 p.m. At 5.30 some of us started 
off for some fishing, and ctught 15 salmon, 
some fine treat and a lot of daoo. We also 
got a backet lull of fino prawns. Returned 
to the ship, and oonsidered we had earnod 
what we got—a Sardine Supper. 

August 13th.—The JfufuiU left with the 
mails. Several sporting parties—but all un¬ 
successful, except the “ seining ” one, who 
succeeded in catching a great lot of coarse 
fish, and some fino trout. The trout of this 
country are somewhat different to any I have 
before seen. They are true trout as for as 
form is concerned; rather more lengthy in 
proportion to weight than English trout; 
tho largest esught measured two feet and 
weighod 5 lbs. They are of a pale olive 
green colour with largish white spots, and 
a white belly. The fleah is pink. 

Had a sail with G^— in his somewhat 
cranky skiff. There was a pleasant breeze, 
and it was very jolly. 

August 15th.—Left Wrangel Bay at 8 a.m. 

„ 16th.—Arrived at Olga Bay, and 
by the advice of a Bussian man-of-war's 
boat, which came out to meet us, anchored 
in the outer harbour. All who oould bo 
spared left for sport. The Dwarf'i wore be¬ 
fore us, and had some good fishing. They 
had a fine catch of salmon, the largest of 
which was only 9 lbs. 

August 17th.—Left Olga Bay. Thick fog, 
and the steam whistles squealing away all 
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the morning. Elk ordered to part company 
and proceed to Barraoouta Harbour to meet 
Cadmtu. Weather so thick that wo let go 
the stream anchor. The second captain of 
forecastle, Lynch, was astride of it, and he 
must hare had rather an exciting ride on it 
to the bottom ef the briny deep ; bnt he 
came up all right, wAtn At had tttn tht anchor 
•a iU ploct. On the weather clearing, (bund 
ourselves close under the land, and near the 
entrance to Vladimar Bay. Up anchor and 
steamed in; anchoring again at 5 r.u. Some 
prospectors went away in the skiff, and came 
back with wonderful promise of sport; so it 
was determined to turn all hands on ahore 
to-morrow for a picnic; on which occasion 

T-’■ boned tnrkey was positively to 

appear. 

August 18th.—Several of the fellows off 
shooting, and the “seining" party also oat 
betimes. I went with the latter. At 10.30 a.m. 

T- started in one of the cutters to make 

arrangements for the picnic. He selected a 
nice spot on the shore of a very pretty fresh 
water lagoon, set up hie flag, and assisted by 
some servants and a lot of yolunteers, soon 
got things into order- The " seining " party 
were very successful, and caught a fine lot of 
trout and small turbot. 

At S r.u. all mustered, proparod to do jus¬ 
tice to T-'s picnic. But who can worthily 

describe its glories? Jack ashore, whether 
officers or men, must do something strange. 
The admiral had promised to joiu the picuic; 
so it was determined to salute him with 15 
rounds, as there were a good many gunners 
ashore. Accordingly they were called to fall 
in by D-, and put through some prelimin¬ 

ary drill, which they wanted quito as much 
as the armies of Falstaff of Booibaates. 

I must not forget, the dress of the good old 
chief. His continuations had got wot; so 
for propriety’s sake, he wrapped a red and 
blark railway rug round him after tho 
fashion of the highlanders. Ou his arrival, the 
ragged guard presented armB raggedly, and 


then came the salute. Just as this was going 
on a flock of plover paseod within shot, but 
got off soot-free, all the guns being loaded 
with blank. 

The tiffin was a feast indeed. Fried turbot 
and potatoes; boned turkey, venison pies; 
pressed beef, with lota of things all right 
good; and assisted by the two best sauces, 
hunger and good temper, they vanished with 
wondrous rapidity. We all enjoyed ourselves 
vastly; and had I not been suffering from 
a damaged leg, I should have been perfectly 
happy. 

AU the servants wore landed to make a 
washing day of if. The sportsmen during 
the day both ashore and afloat did remark¬ 
ably well. 

August 21st.—At 10.30 a.m. sighted the 
coast of Saghalion—distant 00 miles. Beauti¬ 
ful clear weather. At noon, 47 milee from 
our anchorage — Barraoouta harbour. At 
7.30 f.k. steamed into the harbour and found 
Cod mu* and Dwarf there. Letters from home. 

August 23rd.—The country here reminds 
me of the Baltic. A native canoe came 
al,-gride with a man and two women. The 
man had a very rough gun. It was hoxago- 
□ally bored, hut whether it had any twist 
I could not tell. It had a flint lock, and was 
fitted with a small rest. The barrel was 
secured to the stock with rough tin bands. 
The man cam* on board; saw all he could, 
but did not evinoe any surprise. He thon 
went to the gangway, turned and bowed very 
politely, got into his boat, and was pulled 
away by his wives. These people are called 
Oeyliaks. They are Tartars and wear twisted 
pig-tails. They have high oheek bonea, round, 
good-humoured faces, are fairly grown, but 
very dirty. Some we saw were in a terrible 
state from cutaneous diseases. We fouud 
the walking on shore very difficult, occa¬ 
sioned by the thick undergrowth and fallen 
and rotten trees. 

August 26tb.—Left Barraoouta Harbour, 
with CWoiim and Dwarf in oompany. Last 
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night, the Cadmtu had some theatricals— 
"The blighted being*’ and “ Bombaatos 
Furioeo.” Oar next anchorage ie te be 
Caatriee Bay. The Gadmu ia shewing aa the 
way to aail. 

August 27th. — C&dmtu parted company 
last night for Diu to ooal, and make ar¬ 
rangements for Inn DuJu doing the same. 
Arrived at Caatriee at 2.30 r.u. The place 
does not look very inviting. Dwarf is to 
•tart the day after to-morrow for Nioolaevak. 

O- and I Are anxious to ge ia her; and, 

the admiral having ne objection, and Captain 

B- aaeenting, we have written te the 

wardroom officers and expect an answer to¬ 
morrow. We shall have to roagh it aad 
travel in light marching order. Weather 
here delightfally cool—thermometer 63* to 
€2*. What are «y old Yokohama oomradeta 
enduring now? 

Aaguet 28th.—Afl arranged fer oar trip. 
Packed ap enough gear for a week in my 
tin case, and took my oot and bedding. It 
came on to* blow in the afternoon, no that 
when it was time for oa te ge on board the 
Dwarf there was quite a sea running. The 
midshipman of the boet which took aa off, 
informed us that the steam pinnace, the 
launch which had been seat watering, and 
tho “seining” party’s catter were all em¬ 
bayed and waiting for the tide to float them 
off. A nioe time they are likely to have of it. 

The fellows on board the Dwarf received us 

moot kindly. Captain B- gave up bis 

cabin to the admiral, and had a place for 
himself rigged up abaft, on the upper deck. 

G- insisted on my sharing nis cabin. 

The admiral came aboard about 10.30 p.m., 
and half aa hoar after midnight we weighed 
anchor and steamed away. 


Augast 29th-—My sleep last night was 
anything but sound. The wind was fair, 
bat fresh; and our little craft tumbled and 
tossed about in a very lively manner. I waa 
toe lean to fit my bed properly, sa rolled 
about like a sausage in a frying pan, when 
the oook wishes to send it up equally brown 
all round. I was obliged to keep the ecuttle 
dosed, and somebedy shut the skylight over¬ 
head; so the atmosphere was very dose, and 
I got ap with a splitting hoadache which 
continued until the afternoon. The little 
•hip made capital way though; but the 
weather was cold, wet and diaagreeable; and 
we could see very little of the land as we 
went up the Amoor. However we paased all 
the perils and shoals in safety aad anchored 
off Nicolaevsk. The English chart of the 
upper portion of the river was found to be 


very correct, but the shoals near the mouth 
had not only altered their form but changed 
their position. 


SanranAT, 30th August. — Thick rain. 
Went to the first Telegraph station, bat 
found only two aasistanta, and they utterly 
ignoraat of any but the Ruasiaa language. 
They talked and grinned, and we grinned 

aad talked; till at last they gave G- a 

printed form to fill up. The heading being 
m Russ, waa quit* incomprehensible to him ; 
so they sent a messenger for the head of the 
department, aad went to their work, leivin ; 
us te our own devices. The ohief arrived, 
in the shape of a good looking Russian, in 
a green uniform coat with silver buttons aad 
trimmings, dark grey ti-owsera with a red 
stripe down the leg, n white waistcoat and 
the. universal flat eap with a cover, which 
the Russians appear to weir in all climates. 
He was very civil; and managed to under¬ 
stand our Freach, whioh was as bad as his 
•wa; and that's saying a good deal. He 

made oat G-'s tolegram for him, charged 

him Ilf roubles, making, I fancy from what 
we afterwards learnt, about 23 per cent on 
the exohange of onr dollars; aad then sat 
down pleasantly to discuss things in general. 

There are here 4,000 troops and 14,000 
oonviots, a great number of whom are em¬ 
ployed in some gold mines in the province. 
Tho soldiers are to be reduced to the number 
of 500; the remainder, with the arsenal, to 
be transferred to Vladaviatook. 

After leaving the telegraph offioe, we met 

M-who haa picked up a man who spoke 

English fairly, but who need not have token 
tho "trouble he did to assure as he was not aa 
Englishman. There was something a boat 
the fellow I took an intense dislike to at 
sight. A thin face, high features, florid 
complexion, very light hair and eyebrows, 
and that peculiar pale restless eye, that never 
looks straight at you. He had rouud shoul¬ 
ders, and very bowed leg*. He proved ex¬ 
ceedingly useful to ue, and offered to be our 
guide, counsellor and friend: to show us 
where to buy things; to lend us Rus¬ 
sian money to pay for them, aa we had 
only dollars; ana to iatroduoe us to every¬ 
thing that was to be seen and done ia the 
plaoe. First we went under bis aaspioes, 
to a store kept by a venerable aaa ex¬ 
ceedingly Jewish looking old Russian, which 
seemed to oont&in everything. We bought 
cigarettes and some peach brandy; and 
tasted some caviar, but this being of Sibe¬ 
rian manufacture was not good. We en¬ 
quired for sable skins, and were told that 
nearly all the beat bad been already sent 
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to Moscow. Tho old man offered, if we 
would return in tho afternoon, to get some 
for u* to look at. We went on board to 
tiffin; and then landed again; and found 
our persevering but to me most disagree¬ 
able guide waiting for ua. The wretch walk¬ 
ed close boeide ua and listened to over; word 
spoken, whether addressed t b him or not; 
and if he did not quite understand the mean¬ 
ing would coolly ask for an explanation. 
I tried my best, and think I succeeded to 
some extent, in freezing him; for after 
awhile, he seemed to prefer walking beside 
any one else, rather than beside me. We 
first went to the store to see about the 
sables. They were not good, and very dear; 
so we did not buy any. We then went to 
the house of a man who was going to sell 

M- a bullock, for the ship's company; 

and after Beeing the poor brute led out for 
slaughter, we went to see somo other sables. 
They were better than tho former, but rang¬ 
ing from J8 to * 10 }. Wo purchased some 
caviar, at about the same price as we pay 
for it in Yokohama. We next sought the 
Post-office, to send letters to England. The 
postage is very cheap — only 27 kopeks. 
They give a receipt for all letters sent, and 
in case of their using mislaid, hold them¬ 
selves liable to a fine of twenty roubles. 

From here we went to the photographers’. 
For some time we were nnable to gain admit¬ 
tance. At last oar guide got in by the back 
door, and soon returned to say that the artist 
was ssleep and must not be disturbed; bat 
that if we came back in an hoar’s time, we 
might see him. As he was the only one in 
the place, we were fain to accept this decision, 
and do onr beat to kill time in this most on- 
interesting town. Went to a store—the only 
one in the place kept by a pore Russ ; all the 
others being by Americans, Germans and Jews. 
Onr venerable friend whom we had visited 
early in the day belonged to the latter. At 
this store, we hoped to get something charac¬ 
teristic of the oonntry m s curio; bat we were 
disappointed; as there was nothing in the 
shop that ooold not be bought better and 
cheaper at Lane & Crawford’s. 

Returning to the photographer’s, his mighti¬ 
ness did us the honour to receive ns. He 
told us, with a most perfect accent, that be 
conld not speak English, bat that his wife 
could speak French. 81m was sent for, and 
proved to be a very nice-looking little woman 
indeed. I cannot say I felt altogether pleaa- 
rd. For though it was pleasanter talking to 
the little lady than to her uninteresting hus¬ 
band, still it was not worth the extra trouble 


I had to take in French composition, which is 
not my forte. Moreover I felt quite certain 
that the man ooold speak English s precious 
deal better than I could French. His stock 
of pictures was small and not good ; but he 
had somo negatives; and so we explained to 
him that we bad to sail on Monday at day¬ 
light, and on his assuring us that he could 
print as many copies ss we liked by Sunday 
evening, wo proceeded to make a selection; 
assisted by a Russian officer who came in and 
kindly interpreted for os. They were horribly 
expensive—20 roubles a dozen cartes. 

We returned to the ship to dinner. The 
admiral went to call on Admiral Crown, tho 
governor of the province. He is an English¬ 
man, but a naturalized Russian subject. His 
brother is governor of the neighbouring pro¬ 
vince of Okhotsk. The Captain of the Rus¬ 
sian gunboats called on the admiral and Cap¬ 
tain B-, bnt no civilities took place be¬ 

tween the Russian officers and those of the 
Dwarf. 

Sunday 81et August.—Service in the fore¬ 
noon on the deck. The Russian admiral came 
on board, asked our chief and his staff to 
spend the day with him. So it has been de¬ 
termined not to leave until Tuesday morning. 

I landed with 0-, and we took a wall^ firtt 

to the photographer’s, then on the banks of 
the river. Saw no signs of fish. We had 
heard that there would be service in the 
church at C p.m. and determined to attend ; bnt 
on arrival found there was to be no service, 
•o we loafed about a little looking at the rank 
and fashion. We saw one or two pretty faoes ; 
but after two months among Geyliaks and 
Tartars, one is apt to think anything pretty 
which is not absolutely hideous. 

In this place salmon is a perfect drag in 
the market. Fifty were bought by one of 
the BtewardB for a dollar. We have, in a 
great measure subsisted on it ever since we 
dropped anchor ; and leat we ahonld tire of it, 
we have had it dressed in all sorts of ways— 
boiled, fried, soused, salted, curried, devilled. 
This last is excellent. Still I can now under¬ 
stand the agreement insisted on by old Sootch 
servants on engagement, that they shouldn’t 
have salmon more than four times a week. 
The sunset was magnificent. Oh 1 for my 
colours to have painted it. 

September 1st—Nasty thick weather, but 
went ashore with 0—. From what we 
heard from the steward, we came to the oon- 
clnsion that our friend (?) the interpreter, had 
been making money out of us by exchanging 
our dollars into roubles. Still it was hard to 
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believe, seeing that oar most gentlemanly ac- 
qnaintance, the telegraph chief, gave os pre¬ 
cisely the same exchange. However, at a 
German atore two rooble* had been given for 
a dollar, whereas onr friends had obliged ns 
by taking oors at one rouble and a half. We 
tried the German store, and onr suspicions 
were so far confirmed, that we obtained one 
rouble and three quarters. We therefore ex¬ 
changed about $40 and after having a tong 
bat unproductive bargaining match over some 
fine sables for which they refused to take less 
than *8 a skin, we started for the siesta-loving 
photographer. We got our photographs, paid 
for them with the roubles we had just got, and 
started to catch the boat for tiffin. On onr 
way we met our disinterested friend the inter¬ 
preter. Where bad we been ? he asked. To the 
photographer’s; we replied. Ah, yes ; I will 
go and pay him—producing his pocket book, 
full of rouble notes. The fellow hsd chang¬ 
ed the dollars we gave him on Saturday 
evening, hoping to repeat his little game 
of roakiog 25 to 30 per oent. “ Thank you,” 

said G-, '‘we have paid him.” It was 

worth a good deal to see the gentleman's loot 
of disgust and disappointment. This fellow 
has asked for a passage to Hakodadi, and 

Captain B-has kindly promised him ond* 

Moreover the wardroom officers have allowed 
him to mess with them. Yet with all this 
kindness the fellow could not abstain from 
taking this paltry pecuniary advantage of 
them. 

While talking we heard cries proceeding 
from the beck of the Police office, enquired 
what they were, and received the reply that Borne 
four men were being knouted. We went to 
the place and found that one man had just 
been finished with, and another was being 
prepared for punishment. He was laid on 
a horixontal frame work, his head a little 
higher than his heels ; his nock rested on a 
rounded log of wood, and a strap over it pre¬ 
vented his moving bis head. His arms were 
pinioned to his sides; his legs stretched out 
and secured together by the ankles to another 
log; and his breech exposed. A surgeon and 
one or two officials watched the proceedings. 
The operator was a tall man dressed in a red 
blouse, with a belt, baggy trowsers, big boots, 
and a flat cap. His weapon was three strips 
of raw hide, twisted and knotted, and about 
six feet long. The stripes were delivered from 
both sides—first six from ono side, then six 
from the other, and as the punishment pro¬ 
ceeded, the changes from siae to side were 
more frequent. This most have added con¬ 
siderably to the severity of the punishment. 


In this case before ns, the severity was wsll 
merited ; m the fonr men had, six days before, 
murdered two women. I think it would be 
well if this punishment were introduced into 
England for certain classes of offenders. It 
is more painful, but not so permanently in¬ 
jurious as onr mode of flogging In addition 
to their thrashing—35 lashes—the four men 
were sentenced to perpetual wrvitode in 
Saghalien. This is the severest punishment 
the Russians have ; capital paniabment having 
been abolished among them. 

In the afternoon we went to the back of 
the settlement, where they have some soldier’s 
oarters close to the burying ground, and the 
rainage is very bad. I Wonder they do not 
have perpetoal fever raging amongst them. 

From this we got into a road leading to 
the eastward and another settlement, and after 
going some distance along this, we saw coino 
Russian troop* firing at a target. They were 
first firing in extended order, and then closed 
and fired a volley—with what effect I ooold 
not see, hot it was not a very steady one. 
The men were armed with mniale-loaders, 
sights similar to those captured at Bomarsnnd 
—a flap with a graduated arc. 

Walked from here iDto the town. Saw no 
traces of batteries or earthworks. Having 
some time to spare, turned into the arsenal, 
with some doubt* as to our being admitted. 
However the gates were opened without hesi¬ 
tation, and we were permitted to wander at 


onr own sweet will. At first the place ap¬ 
peared to be a hewling wilderness. The ar¬ 
senal is enclosed bv a wooden fence, some¬ 
thing after the fashion of an English park 
paling. There are several large wooden build¬ 
ings, most of them in a dilapidated condition ; 
three of them, however, being comparatively 
new. The first we entered had a quantity of 
steam marhinery—lathes, panelling and plan¬ 
ing machines, &c., all new—being put together. 

As we were leaving this building, a Russian 
officer joined ns ana offered to shew as the 
lions. With him wo went to the next build¬ 
ing, which was fitted as a smith’s shop, with 
forges, anvils, Ac. These were being removed, 
and our guide told us they and all the other 
stores were being removed to Vladivostok; 
and that the machinery we saw being put to¬ 
gether wsb merely about to be tried; and 
this having been done, it would be takea 
down again, pecked and shipped off for the 
same destination. 

In the third building was moulding appa¬ 
ratus, and a furnace for making small castings. 
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Prom hence we went to see a gunboat that 
waa building. She wae having her oncer 
planking pat on; and waa 1 50 feet long. Her 
engines were on the way oat from England. 

We also saw some dismounted guns—be¬ 
tween 80 and 40 heavy iron smooth-bores, 
some shell and some solid shot guns; the 
latter, I imagine, about the same calibre 
and weight as onr old 95 cwt. guns. There 
were also some dismounted brass guns and 
bowitsers; and a lot of shot, shell and 
carcases. The only carriages I saw were old 
wooden truck carnages, naval pattern and in 
Tery bed repair. We only saw one—the salat- 
ing—battery on the soathern point of the 
arsenal, and this we did not examine closely. 

After thanking oar guide, who was the 
most civil Russian we had met throughout 
the trip, we bade him adien, and returned 
to the Dwarf. We found her literally loaded 
with salmon, and not a little savoary. 

September 2nd.—Lucky again. Started at 
4.80 a.m. with a fair wind, lovely weather, 
and a strong current in oar favour. Con¬ 
sequently we bad a fine trip, and reached Cas¬ 
tries Bsy about 7 p.m . We were able to see 
the shore better than in going op—but there 
was nothing remarkable to be notioed. 

September 8rd. — Gathered my traps to¬ 
gether and transferred them with myself to 
the Cadmut, where Q— and I were kindly 
received by Captain W-- and the ward¬ 

room officers. Till y vied with each Other in 
shewing ns kindness. We got under weigh 
and started for Dia with a fair fresh wind. 

September 4th.—It oame on to blow eo 
hard during the night that it was considered 
nnadvisable to approach Dearer to the ©oast of 
Baghalien; so the visit to Dia was givea ap, 
and we shaped oar course for Barrooouta, 
where we arrived about 8 o’clock and anchored 


in Pallas Bay. The Iron Duke was anchored 
in the enter bay, bat was ordered to shift 
berth and come inside. 

September 5th.— Pocked up my thinga, and 
tamed over to the Iron Duke, where I found 
the fellows all well and hearty. In the 

evening G-came on board. The Admiral 

has given him praise for the way in which be 
took the Dwarf up the Amoor, so be is happy; 
and I hope good will oome of it. 

September 7th.—Morning servioe. In the 
afternoon went ashore, and met a lot of fellows 

from both ships, amongst them M- who 

had managed to do a little mischief even here. 
He landed yesterday, and followed the tradi¬ 
tional practice of naval men on landing—light¬ 
ed a fire; bat he went away without seeing 
it properly extinguished. To-day it broke oat 
afresh, and the Russians oame off to complain. 
So a working party had to be aont off from 
the Cadmtu, and they had to clear about half 
an acre of ground, before they could get it 
uoder. 

September 8 th .—Thu lie hove in sight with 
letters. The fire to-day broke out in real 
earnest. A watch of men waa sent on 
shore to try and extinguish it. They 
might as well have tried to bale out the 
Atlanta with a tea-spoon. Engines were 
sent ashore, with boss sufficient to play upon 
the few hats which compose the Russian 
station here and which waa at one time in 
danger. Working parties were ashore all 
night. The admiral went in the steam launch 
to the big river, and a lot of fellowa went to 
the same plaoe, shooting. They had good 
sport. 

September 9th.—Fire still burning fiercely 
and working parties still ashore. Thutie is 
ordered to Aniwa Bsy. I am invited to go 
in her, and am glad of the chanoe; so all is 
arranged. 

(To it continued.) 




Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



THl ILLUSTRATIONS 


8EKIDZORO. 

T HESE kro not beggars, nor jet**, bat 
something just a cat above the former 
and called gomon6. In the last month of 
the year, a few days before the new year, 
they go round their neighbourhoods in the 
peculiar garb they are photographed in, 
and striking the two sticks together sa seen 
in the picture, they remind people that the 
time has come for cleaning up their bonnes 
for the new .year; ae every one, from the 
highest to the lowest, makes this a custom at 
that season. It is in all respects an much a 
season of kindness and open-hsndedneaa with 
the Japanese as it is in western lands, and 
these poor fellows generally get a tempo or 
two at each house they go to. They are not 
permitted to enter though. There are shops 
in Tokei where the peculiar aprons and hats 
are let out on hire; and the mask over the 
face is simply worn because whilst the men 
are actually engaged as virtual beggars, they 
generally feel a kind of shame. At any rate 
it is with this idea the custom has been 
adopted—on the principle that if they are not 
ashamed they oat to be. 

8HIXIAKU-YA ( P08T-RUNNER.) 

T HIS is a class of men found all over the 
East. In Japan they have the same 
characteristics sa elsewhere—remarkable en¬ 
durance, and general trustworthiness. They 
are the beam s of the poet, and the * general 
small parcels deliverers all over the country. 
Government ha* regular establishment* of 
them in connection with such business; and lie- 
sides there are establishment* in all the towns 
and villages throughout the empire, where 
they may be had at a moment's notice to go 
in any direction. Often have we taken letters 
to such places in Yedo, and seen one of the m 
on the way actually before the receipt hp.d 
been handed to us for the small fee paid. 
Their system mast be very perfect; for «l 
though if you send a parcel that may arrive 
in no particular harry, they wait until there 
are sufficient for an easy load, and charge a 
very small sum, yet if yon are in haste to 
have your letter or parcel delivered, and will 
pay the enhanced price, it is astonishing with 
what celerity the service is performed. The 
first man rune to the first stage at fall speed, 
tosses his bundle to another who is sure to be 
ready ; and so it goes on from stage to stage 
until ita destination is reached- If there is no 


such haste requisite, one man may cany the 
missive the whole distance. We never beard 
of any thing being lost that was committed 
to these men ; though as it occasionally hap¬ 
pens that they are attacked on the road, there 
is always that risk to be run ; and the com 
paniee will guarantee against loss on payment 
of a premium. 

YEZISHIA—FORTUNE-TELLER, 

W ITHOUT QIP8II8, Japan has any quan¬ 
tity of fortnne-tollera; and it is one 
of the commonest things possible for the 
people to go and consult them. We doubt if 
a man or woman in Japan, except those whom 
circumstances may have kept in seclusion, is 
to be found, who has not at some time or 
other consulted one or other of the kidney. 
They consult them not only to ascertain their 
good or ill-bite, but to discover evil-doers or 
any other thing that seems mysterious. 

The group in the picture stands ae shewn, 
the man holding a mirror in which he looks at 
the features of the enquirer as shewn on its 
surface- He then pretends to twist his divin¬ 
ing sticks in a manner to oonvey the idea of 
intense calculation, and at length deli Tern 
the oracle. 

KUGE AND ATTENDANT. 

fpHE eco* are all distantly related to the 
-L Emperor, and constituted of old the 
majority qf the Court nobility. Their title 
is now swept away like that of the Daimioe; 
but they are occasionally still to be aeon in 
their old drees. The attendants used to be 
clad in white; but some of them were very 
poor, and he who is here pourtraved, although 
superior in rank in the country to a daimio, 
was very impecunious indeed; though his 
pride insisted on an attendant, his pocket in¬ 
sisted on his taking only the beet he could get. 

8ARA8H1TA—RLEACHER8. 

W HEN Japanese have woven their cot¬ 
ton into cloth, the two processes 
seen in the picture are gone through. It is 
bleached by re m a in i n g in liquid in the tub for 
some days, then hnng out on the bamboo and 
rinsed and exposed to the atmosphere, and it 
is softened and made agreeable for wear by 
being beaten either by a mallet or pounded in 
a mortar. 
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NIOISHI, TAT3UQA8HIRA. 

T HE riELDS at tho back of Nigishi will be 
familiar to all our local readers. For 
distant ones, this picture simply conveys a 
correct idea of the semi-rural villages along 
the coast. This is within three miles of 
Yokohama- 


VIEW ON THE WESTERN BLUFF 
YOKOHAMA. 

T HE uocse of the late William Marshall, 
Esquire, taken from the opposite hill. 


THE PERIOD. 


Moktoly Noras paom Local Fats as. 


Tire A'oAun Tzuthi, an excellent little paper, 
published daily Ooweno, Tokci, has the follow¬ 
ing article, which is well worthy of trans¬ 
ference to our columns. 

“ As newspapers are most useful and neces¬ 
sary to mankind, assisting tho government and 
enlightening the people : condemning what op¬ 
poses and upholding what advances the public 
good; instructing goodness ; correcting igno¬ 
rance ; praising right and rebuking wroug; 
they are published and widely read in all civi¬ 
lized countries; where not only the nobio and 
gentle retd them, but all dosses even in the 
most remote regions value them as a means of 
increasing their knowledge and aiding their 
business. 

So have we heard that since newspapers first 
began to be widely read in Europe and Ame¬ 
rica, the liberty of tho people has increased 
tenfold. And so it must bo-—for this reason : — 

There is nothing that boromea a matter of 
public interest that is not published in tho 
papers. It is of no consequence whether it 
agrees or disagrees with the editor’s views, or 
whether the government or people like it or 
not. It ia communicated to the people, and 
they are able to form their own opinions upon 
it; and thus Public Opinion is formed. 

Bo now, as our empire is in process of time 
becoming prosperous and is fast improving, 
we are very pleased to soe how many different 
newspapers are published ; for they must gra¬ 
dually prove most useful to the people. 

Still there is a great difference between them; 
some being clever and others very dull. Some 
people take a newspaper only to find new 
theories for ronveraatioa, or the carious matter 
it may contain, whilst tome read it as they 
would a story book. Hence there is in much 
that wc arc desired to insert little cl*> than 
fable, childish absurdities or Buddhist doubt— 
the publication of which can do no good and 
much evil. We will therefore be obliged to 
our friends who write to us, that they will only 


send sensible and instructive articles. This 
will give great pleasure not only to us, but to 
the world. For the information of our readers 
we append a list of all the newspapers publish¬ 
ed in the Empire. There are in number S2 : 

1.—Japan duetto. 87.—Aiehi-Shimbon. 

2 —Japan Mail. 28.—MaiahuShimban. 

3. —Bocbl-Sh unban. 29.—KinkU-Sbimbun. 

4. —Shimbun-Ziuahi. 30.—WaUiral-Shimbin. 

6 .—Sichivu-SUiroban. 31.—Nicbigal-NisahL 

6 . —Tokci -N ichi - N ic h 1. 32.—Mainicbl- Kaoagaki- 

Sbimbun. Shiraban. 

7. —Tokci-Sbimban. 83.—Sbijiu-Hacbi-Mooji- 

8 . —llakubnn-Shinshi. Shlrabun. 

9. —Kube-Shimbun. 34.—Aehi-Kwaiahia. 

ia—TvUori-Sblmbun. 35.—Kiyuria-Shimban. 

11.—Illrosbima-Sblinban. 36.—Mosbibo-Kaia. 

12 — Kiyucboo-Sbimban. 37.—Chimata-no-Kaie. 

13. —KiyobKShimbnn. 38.—Cbingwal Sbtmban. 

14. —Another one of the 39.—Bankoku-Shimban. 

aame. 40.—RokugO-Shimbun. 

16.—Oaaka Ubimbun. 4L—Sbimbon Sbioraka. 

16. —NUabin-Kibao. 42.— KOshi-Zapph, 

17. -\aikiva-S.iimbuo. 43.—Nai-gwai-Sblrapfl, 

18. —Katiataki-ShLmbun. 44.—Shiji-oka-Bbimbun. 

19. —Maluicbi-Hirakaa*. 46.—bai-yft-Shimban. 

Shimbttu. 46.—Nlcbiyeki-Shimban. 

20. —Sbibanahi 47.—Hooyaku-Bhimban- 

21. —Sbakitama-Shimban. abi. 

22. —Japan Herald. 48—Shimban-Kokoroyo- 

23. —Yokohama-Mainlchi kosa. 

Rhimbooa. 49.—Tokel-Sbimph. 

24 — niTujja-Sbimbim. BO.—Loodoo-Bhimbnnahi. 

23.—Sfhmi. 61. -KAban-Taashi. 

26.—N lash in-Sbinjisbl. 68 .—Nagaaaki-Sbimboon. 

A somxwhai amusing story is told in a 
native paper of the conversion of a district into 
boef-eaters. 

It hod always been most strictly forbidden 
that anything should be killed within tho 
templo domains of Kokuzo Bosati in the village 
of Y agitsz'-mura in Wakamat** Kon. and no 
one in that district had ever been known to 
eat the flesh cither of bird or beast; from fear 
of the vengeance of tho Idol Kokuzo Bosatz. 

It happened lately that a man named Kam- 
pci Higashi in the village, had uiorgo tumour 
about d inches in diameter, in his loins ; and 
the pain ho occasionally suffered was extreme. 
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On® of th® government doctors, s properly 
educated Burgeon, cun® to an adjoining village, 
aod waa sent for by Kampei to so® whether he 
ooold do anything towards coring him and 
alleviating bis suffering. The doctor told him 
that if loft to itself the tumour would enlarge 
continually, and his body become gradually 
thinner and thinner, until at last he would 
certainly waste away and die. And as the 
sufferer was already very thin and weak it 
would be impoesible to remove the tumour by 
cutting because he had not strength to bear it. 
But if he would restore some of his vital power 
by eating meat, this with a tonic medicine 
might possibly give him strength to undergo an 
operation. At first the sick man was in despair, 
but on consideration he said—well I must die 
if I allow things to go on as thsy are and it ia 
true that Kokuso Boaatsu may slay me for 
eating flesh—so that any way I must die. But 
if it should so hsppen that I eat flesh and re¬ 
cover and am not slain, then it will bo known 
for ever hereafter that there is no harm in 
eating it in aickoeaa. Under any circumstances, 
though I die, others will know for certain in 
future and not desist from mere superstition. 
Commencing then with chicken broth and egga, 
he went on until he felt sufficiently strong to 
undergo the operation, and no evil bcfel him. 
The tumour was successfully removed, and the 
whole village rejoiced and wondered. They 
are quite convinced of their former error, and 
are satisfied of the wisdom of the government 
in it* proclamation on the subject issued long 
»go. 

Is thb case of the rebellion of Fukuoka 
Ken, the official investigation resulted in this 
judgment:— 

“ The town of Fukuoka having been nearly 
destroyed by the farmers who rose in rebellion 
in June last; and as this was the fault- of the 
government officers who performed their duty 
imperfectly; therefore Chinami Midruno, the 
second officer of the Ken,’ and Nooehiji Dan, 
the 3rd officer were asked to send in their 
resignations as they had acknowledged their 
fault. 

They have been discharged accordingly ; and 
moreover the circumstances having been close¬ 
ly looked into by the Court of Tokci, they were 
demuouccd to bo punishod as follows :— 

Though government officers in any province, 
who by neglect of duty cause the people to 
exrito disturbances, ought to be committed to 
bard labour for the duration of a hundred days, 
according to law; yet the above-named two 
gentlemen have boen permitted to make satis¬ 


faction for their crime by paying a fine of 7| 
rios, according to the Ordinance of Redemtion 
of the Mil Itary class, or 8smourai." 


Tbs Niehi Nidti Shimbuti, a native daily 
paper published in Tokoi has the following :— 

The firemen of Yedo have already abandoned 
many of their former foolish customs, but 
among the country people the old bad habits 
continue. 

It lately happened that the firemen of Kami- 
sawa in tho province of Hitatsu, assembled and 
had a grand fete in honour of the Riaing Sun. 
It has been the custom to raise the funds for 
such celebration from the members of the bri¬ 
gade by a small charge upon each of tho towns¬ 
men On this occasion the rate was three sen 
(cent®); but Yeiske Shigaya one of those on 
whom the demand was made, objected to such 
folliee refused to pay the sum. small as it waa. 
Indeed we think Shigaya waa quite right. 

However the firemen were very much enrag¬ 
ed against, Shigaya, and one night they went 
to his storehouse, and sirred several bogs of 
dried fish, and scattering some on the highway, 
threw the rest into the sea. They also com¬ 
mitted other depredations breaking a large iron 
cauldron into pieces and smashing a cask con¬ 
taining oil, so that it was all lost. 

Shigaya of course laid hia complaint at tho 
police office of the village, and the policemen 
at once went and captured two of the ring¬ 
leaders, who wero taken to tho station house, 
and their deposition was token down. 

It happens that the civil magistrate of tho 
village, Shichiroycmon, is a foolish and ob¬ 
stinate follow. When the policeman was on 
his way to the Kenoho of Nicharu Kon. with 
tho confession of the captured men, Shichiro¬ 
ycmon ran after him, and at the demand of the 
other firemen asked him to return the deposi¬ 
tions. as if the principal government of tho Ken 
saw them, the whole of the firemen would reueive 
severe punishment. The policeman refused: 
and the foolish Kocho sprang upon him and 
tried to tako it from him by force, at the same 
time reviling him contemptuously with hia un¬ 
feeling conduct. This led to a free fight, be¬ 
tween those who approved of tho conduct of 
the police officer, and about twenty men who 
accompanied the Kocho tho latter men crying 
out •• Kill the policeman, quickly—and lot the 
Kocho escape from here." Several farmers 
who were working in the fields now approach¬ 
ed to learn, tho cause of the strife, and whilst 
some helped the policeman, some went and gave 
information at the police office, and the Kocho 
and many of hia supporters were taken into 
custody. 
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Now see how much aril the foolish custom 
of the firemen has occasioned. We shall there¬ 
fore be glad to hear that the fire companies in 
every province are abolished, and that the men 
are obliged to work diligently in some indus¬ 
try . And especially do we desire to see such 
officers as the Kocho, in town and country care- 
folly elected, for that officer is the most im¬ 
portant in dvlizing the people. 

From tits same paper we take the following 
M opinion," addressed by » " preacher" 8higa- 
wara to obstinate peoplo in Yamagata Ken, 
who refused to let their hair grow in foreign 
fashion :— 

It is a great error of such people to suppoM 
they are only imitating European and Ameri¬ 
can people in letting their hair grow in the 
present fashion. It it owing to their ignorance 
of the ancient history of the empire. In Japan 
it was always the fashion to let the hair grow, 
as well as to fpld the right breast of the coat 
over the left buttoning it on the left. It was 
not until the study of Chinese was introduced 
that the government issued the command to tie 
up the hair in the 11th year of Hakuha epoch. 
Afterwards when the country was rent by the 
wars between the great klinamoto and Taira 
families, the military clasa began to share off 
the hair from the top of the head, as the long 
hair inconvenienced them ; and from that time 
we have called the sharen part ' s&kay&k*’, 
meaning ‘ white moon.' This term was at first 
used in mere jest from the resemblance of the 
shaven part to the moon. About the beginning 
of the reign of the just Taicoon, Yoritomo 
Mioamoto, the people began to share off also a 
little of the forelock, and towards tho close of 
the Ashikaga dynasty the military class intro¬ 
duced the fashion which existed throughout the 
whole of the Tokugawa dynasty. 

It is thus quite a mistake for the people of 
Yamagata to suppose that it was the ancient 
custom to wear the cuo on the top of the head, 
and that it is a mere imitation of foreigners to 
dress the hair as ordered by the present 
government. 

Tax storm of tho 23rd instant, did a great 
deal of damage in Tokei and its neighbourhood. 
The two large rivers Tonegawa and Sumida- 
gawa, both overflowed their banks on the 24th, 
and many parts of the mound have been des¬ 
troyed by the current. The village of Szuna- 
mura on the Tonegawa was completely inun¬ 
dated. and the Yeidai temporary bridjre was 
carried away by tho current. Makojima, 
Hondjo and Fukugawa were all under water, 
and the people had to take to boats to save 
themselves from drowning. At Senji, both 


sides of the bridge were unapproachable, and 
communication by boots being for a time im¬ 
passable, the traffic was totally stopped. In 
the Kandagawa river, the current was so strong 
that the bridges Shehoi-bashi, Id umi-baahi and 
Asakuao-bashi were all destroyed. 

Besides these, a great number of honaeo in 
Takata-bahashita, Koiabikawa, an 1 Furukrws 
were carried away by the violence of the cur¬ 
rent, and several persona were drowned. 


Thr xrracre of tho recent storm in Y«do, 
were even more severe than we bad any con¬ 
ception of. Here is the official report:— 

Drowned. 6 

Wounded .. .. ,. ,, 6 

Houses carried away. 12 

„ destroyed . 32 

Roads broken up . 6 

Stone bank destroyed .. ., 1 

Earth „ 1 

Mouth of Conduit damaged .. 1 

Bridges carried away .. .. 4 

„ destroyed . 10 

Fiie Proof godown destroyed .. 1 

Hills and mounds broken down » 25 
Roads suffered from inundations 

of rivers Ac.25 

Streets damaged by overflow of 
drains .. ., .. .. 83 

Earthworks carried away by the 

current..,. • ..* .. 4 

In addition to the above, Okuraabo has re¬ 
ceived information 
Bhimane Ken, 

Persons drowned men • .. .. 46 

„ „ women .. .. 68 

„ wounded „ .. .. 43 

Cattle drowned : 

Cows . 27 

Horses . 12 

Houses carried away .. .. 272 

pt destroyed.1,181 

Stables and Bams carried away 664 
„ „ destroyed .. 1,171 

Portions of Banks damaged .. 3,773 
Portions of Conduits „ .. 734 

Wells „ ..825 

Bridges carried away .. .. 2,852 

„ destroyed.986 

Portion of dills broken J ^ fl l42 

Rice fields Ac. destroyed cho 3,626 

Roads destroyed .ri 166 

Houses inundated.7,161 

Persons destitute of food by 1 . 

reason of the inundation f 
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A oommmiAJr who ftod bought a lot of loot 
season's rice. In which he had lore*ted all hia 
money, brought it to Niigata, expecting that 
the present year’* crop would be poor, and 
prices so high as to enable him to real ire a 
handsome profit on hia investment. 

The weather, however, so improved that the 
prospects for this year's harvest began to 
brighten, much to the joy of the farmers, but 
not or out speculator. The latter, Booing day 
by day the hope of hia gains dwindling away, 
went to a priest, and by promises of great re¬ 
ward induced him to offer up prayera that the 
adverse weather might return. This coming 
to the ears of the neighbouring fsrmers, they 
were greatly enraged ; and engaging a number 
of boatmen to accompany them, they went to 
the priest's house, and made a general “ smash 
up.” They were interfered with and induced 
to cease for a time; hot in the evening the 
sendoes returned, and did not even leave one of 
the foundation stones in its place. Ultimately 
the police arrested the whole of the parties con¬ 
cerned—the speculator, the priest, the farmers 
and the sendoee. The popular fury sets most 
against the priest—as well it may. 

Tn Ifiuhin Shinjttki has a very long letter 
from a citizen, who wishes to enquire how it is 
that samurai are permitted, if they like, to 
wear swords, whilst firearms are forbidden ? 
Or, " by a parity of reasoning,” why, if fire¬ 
arms are forbidden, swords should be permitted ? 
The sword has been frequently used for killing, 
wounding or for robbery ; but the gun has not 
yet been so used. “ The original reason why 
samurai wore their swords, was, that they were 
supposed to be always soldiers on active duty ; 
hot now they are relieved from military service, 
except as they may be selected with others, and 
allowed to enter into any business, whether trade, 
manufacturing, or farming. Why then this 
distinction between samurai and others? Borne 
may say they must be worn for protection—but 
we have now the army and nary, and the six 
head-quarter camps, with their thirteen branch 
stations of regular troops in case of war ; and 
in every Fu and Ken we have court bouses to 
judge the criminals, and police to guard our 
lives and property. And it ia a moat excellent 
state of things that we can go upon the high 
roads by day or night without fear. Then why 
carry swords ? Let Government issue an order 
of prohibition and all will obey, but if any be 
disobedient let them bo punished." 

The writer then inveighs against the samurai 
giving exhibitions of fencing, Itc., like play¬ 
actors, wrestlers, and the like. 

He does not, however, object to swords being 
carried by Government officials or on occasions 


of ceremony. Bat for all other persons and oc¬ 
casions, they should be laid aside. 

On of the Tokei newspapers has an article 
on the subject of certain tea-house attendants. 

“ There are many visiting places called 
midzu-chaya in the grounds of Uyeno, Asakusa, 
and other places, where the attendants are girls, 
pretty, and nicely painted, for the purpose of 
attracting guests. 

Bee, when any young fellow enters how the 
damsels try to beguile him, talking cheerfully 
and smiling sn^etly, all to draw money out of 
his pocket. 

Although this treatment is apparently only 
to sail the guest a little refreshment, it is in 
fset like that of avowed disreputable characters. 
If the guest gives ss payment but s small sum 
see how difierent the behaviour becomes.” 

We need not give the whole article, which is 
a lecture to those who allow their daughters to 
belong to such places ; but however excellent 
the theorising, we fear the views will obtain no 
practical weight, and we shall have to put op 
with all those wiling, winning ways as hereto¬ 
fore, to the extraction of our loose ishiua, but 
probably not much to the disturbance of oar 
peace of mind. Only fancy what a Japanese 
tos-housc or even a midzu-chaya would be, if 
only old women or dirty boys were the attend¬ 
ants ! 

A cruotrs tale is published in the JTo&uit 
TiusKi. 

In Totsuki Ken, thore was a rich farmer, who 
being at the point of death, callod his wife to 
his side and asked her to listen to his Isst 
wishes. He said he had, by his hard labour, 
’ mode a good deal of money which he had 
hoarded ; and now he was at the point of death, 
the fact that he could not enjoy it as he wished 
disturbed bis mind, snd he could not die happy. 
He wished her, therefore, to take it after his 
death and place it in his coffin beside him. 

The msti having given op the ghost, his re¬ 
lations, friends snd neighbours assembled to 
bury him, and before tho coffin was closed, the 
widow was about to place the money beeide 
him, privately ; but the relatives asked her what 
was in the bag ? and she told them the whole 
of the facto. They objected to her burying the 
money, and so she put a favourite tobacco 
pooch that had belonged to her husband in tho 
coffin instead. And the body was interred. 

Shortly afterwards a man who had heard of 
tho above circumstances opened the grave and 
took out the tobacco pouch. He then painted 
his face to raaemblo a dead man, and managed 
to look like Yemma-o, the King of Hadee. He 
now went to the house of the widow, and said 
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that though the had Wn commanded by her 
husband to put his life's earnings into his cof¬ 
fin, she had not done so, and consequently the 
soul of her husband could not rest in Hades, 
from whence he came as a mesaengcr. to receive 
the money ; as the king was grieved to s« the 
roan’s soul wandering. As a proof of his state¬ 
ment, he produced the pouch from under his 
man de. 

The poor woman really believing the story, 
buret into tears, and said that she had handed 
the money to one of the relation^ and she must 
go to him and get it. 

So saying she went out. The visitor wailed 
a long time but as she did not return, he look¬ 
ed around and saw some things that looked 
like cakes, some of which he proceeded to cat. 
When at last the widow, accompanied by the 
relative with the money, returned, they found 
the messenger from Hades vomiting violently, 
and seemingly about to die. On going to him 
and examining him. they perceived he was a 
farmer from an adjoining village. The fellow 
died, and Ucn it was discovered that the rakes 
had been poisoned. Some were given to a dog 
and it died at once. 

The officers were sent for, and the affair was 
to undergo a strict enquiry. 


Tie oovxrnxert of Yumnnashi Ken have 
issued a very long notification on tho value of 
newspapers. Km ho ore instructed to make 
themselves acquainted with their contents, and 
circulate them as much as possible for the 
perusal of the people. Beading rooms are re¬ 
commended, and the farmers strongly urged to 
read themselves and tell the news to those who 
cannot read or obtain them. The two papers 
particularly recommended are the Xisthin SAin- 
jiahi and the jVicAi A’iehi Shimbun. 

Ax atrocious murder with robbery, was 
perpetrated at No. 4 Nishi Fukuda machi, 
Tokei, a few evenings ago. A farmer named 
Yamada Iuzo, of Hamamatsu Keu, came to 
Tokei with his servant Tomekichi, and put up 
at the house of a woman named Yamamoto at 
the above address. On the evening of the 
9th Ynmnmoto saw his body lying in one 
of the rooms, with blood issuing from seve¬ 
ral wounds. She ran to call the servant but 
he was nowhere to be found She st once 
went to the police; and it was found that tho 
money which the woman know to be in posses¬ 
sion ot the murdered msn, was missing. It 
thus became evident that the servant had com¬ 
mitted the vile deed, and made off with the 
money. I’p to Saturday, the man had not 
been ruptured. 


Or tbs 14th instant, the house of Tanaka 
Chobei in Kita Koga Cho. Tokei waa entered 
by three thieves who demanded money, which 
Tanaka was not slow to give them. His servant, 
however, slipped out to the house of an officer 
of Kcihoriyo, a department of Shihoaho, who 
immediately accompanied the msn to his mas¬ 
ter's house. Seeing him approach, the thieves 
lost no timo in making off. but the officer was 
evidently a more activo fellow than either of 
them, and overtook them so quickly, that they 
were obliged to stand at bay. All had swords, 
but the officer did not hesitate to attack them. 
A tough fight ensued in which he received no 
leas than nine wounds, some of which were in 
his head : and the blood ran down into his eyes 
and mouth so that it was impossible to con¬ 
tinue tbe unequal struggle, and the theivea 
escaped. Tbe brave fellow was conveyed to the 
hospital in Daibiyo-in, where his wounds were 
promptly attended to. 

A writer in the same paper find fault with 
the habit of women wearing hakamas, and men 
leaving them off; and suggests that both should 
adhore to their own proper modes of dress. 
He also expresses dissatisfaction at the different 
ways of wearing the hair, and thinks that for¬ 
eigners must laugh at the varieties of fashion. 
We think foreigners had better look to them¬ 
selves. ■ — 

A curious phase of superstition has boon 
exhibited since the formation of the lotteries 
of .....cii we have more than once spoken, as 
having boon established in Ts'kidjL 

The temple of Oiwa Inari is one very much 
venerated by the citizens of Tokei; and is one 
to which, actors, goishaa, and the like go to 
pray for success in their profession. Since the 
lotteries have been in vogue, it has been given 
out that this is the temple at which to pray for 
good fortune in the drawings; the fox Oiwa 
haring such things under his special care. Tbe 
consequence is, it is always crowded with poor 
people who have invested (many of them their 
all) in these lotteries: who bring Sekihan 
(made of rice and red beans) and Aburage 
(beans fried in oil) of which the fox is said to 
be very fond : and who pray incessantly for the 
favour of Oiwa. The crowd is oTcryday very 
great from morning until night; but particular¬ 
ly on the days of drawing. 

Tna (fOVRjunrRirr is about having a history 
of the F.ropire written, and materials are being 
accumulated rapidly. We hoar of a aaroourai 
of Aitchi ken being rttoanUd with $50 for 
presenting tho Government through his Koncho 
with thirty volumes of great antiquity contain¬ 
ing a history of the Emperors. 
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Tat Mnintchi Skimbvn of Saturday laat re¬ 
lates the following:— 

In the Tillage of Itodamura, in the Kana- 
gawa Ken, there lived a farmer named Tatauzo, 
about 37 years of age. He was a good, quiot 
man : and hia wife and he lived together quite 
happily for two years. Some time ago, he waa 
at home, nuraing himself for a %old, when 
aqddenly he roee from the mats, and siezing a 
sickle which waa hanging againat the wall, he 
laid hold of hia wife by her hair and tried to 
cut it off She perceived that he was not in 
hia true senses and called for help—not to pro¬ 
tect herself, but to watch him whilst she went 
for a doctor. She also went to the temple to pray 
for him ; and in a few daya had the happiness 
of seeing him restored to hia usual health. 
Aftor this they moved to the village of Kita- 
gata, the village beyond the Camp; and one 
night after they had supped they went to rest; 
but about midnight a mad fit came over him, 
and he made an attempt at his wife's throat 
and then tried to commit suicide by stabbing 
himself in the abdomen. She cried out and 
the neighbours came in ; but the man came 
to his right mind quickly, and the neighbours 
took care of the wounded pair. It was then 
proposed that there should be a divorce, and 
to this the husband was fain to agree ; bnt the 
wife would not think of it. She said he was 
a good husband when he was in health, and 
that it was the duty of the wife to cling to 
her husband through good and evil until death. 
She would not break the law of the gods. 

The time came when they were so reduced 
in circumstances that he went as servant in a 
bakery, and hia wife as nurse in the aims house. 
On the 3rd of this month, whilst hia wife was 
in bed, the man rose, got an axe and gave her 
a gash on the head measuring about three 
inches. 8he cried out loudly; and he gave 
her another wound about 8 inches long. Their 
master and others rushed in. Information was 
given to the Kencho, and an investigation took 
place. Her wounds were not mortal although 
very eevere. The poor woman however will 
not leave her husband; but still says it was 
only the effect of sickness. 

It seems to us that the officials ought to find 
means of taking care of each a fellow ns 
this. He is either mad or a villain—sod in 
either case requires looking after. 

Tbs Kohun Tnttki says that the etudrnta 
who have lately (within what period ia not 
mentioned) come to Tokei, from all provinces, 
number nearly 30.000 persons. Among these 
the children of the samourai of Hamamatsu 
Ken are the most numerous; more than 60 of 
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whom came up in one batch ; and the hope is 
expressed that aa, at last, the country is awsk- 
iog out of its long sleep, they will not only 
learn what is taught in schools, bnt also place 
themselves in s position to learn eorae trade by 
which they can render themselves independent. 

International Boat Race. 

The Race for the Cup, presented by Mr. 
Howard Church, waa rowed this afternoon on 
the one-mile course, from abreast Mr. Dare's 
house to a boat moored off the French Hatobe. 
Owiog to the fine weather there were a great 
many people assembled all along the Bund ; the 
windows of the InteruatioDsl and Grand Hotels 
were crowded. 

Th^ boats took up their stations abreast Mr. 
Dare'a house at 3.35 r.m., the American out¬ 
side, Scotch iu the centre berth, with English in¬ 
shore. 

A good start was made at 3.43. The English 
leading. Abreast the P. M. 8. Wharf the 
Scotch held a alight lead; but here both 
Scotch and English crews put on a apart, the 
latter gaining on the Scotch. The race waa 
won by the Scotch crew. Time —6 minutes, 
27 eecouda, the English boat took 6 minutes, 
37 seconds, and American 8.58. 

The weather waa all that could be deaired, 
with not a ripple ou the water. 

Wk arb glad to hear that the Silver Medal 
of the Royal Humane Society, awarded to our 
friend Mr. Dowaoo, was received yesterday by 
H. B. M '» Consul through Earl Granville, 
and forwarded to Mr. Dowaoo, who ia now in 
Yokoeka. 

At Tna farewell audience of Mr. de Long, 
the proceedings were marked by a more than 
ordinarily cordial manner, and the Emperor 
addreaa«i him most flatteringly. Hia Majesty 
also presented him with two vases of the oelo- 
bratod and much coveted blue Owari ware, and 
also two rolls of splendid damaak, of the kind 
used only by the Imperial family. 

Yesterday an escort of D. 8. naval officers 
in full uniform wailed on Mr. de Long, and 
attended him to the U. 8. 8. Lackawanna, 
where he waa received by the offieere of 
the Teasel in full uniform. The marine guard 
waa paraded and full honours paid aa usually 
extended to a Minister Plenipotentiary. On 
leaving the ahip a salute of 15 gune wae fired, 
and an escort of officers accompanied the re¬ 
tiring minister to his residence. This very 
unusual compliment proves the estimate in 
which the officers of the U. 8. Navy hold the 
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service* rendered by Mr. de Long to his coun¬ 
try since he came to Japan, four years ago. 

We will give Mr. De Long's address and the 
reply of His Majesty, the Mikado to-morrow 
evening. 


Amoxq tbs Japanese, we come occasionally 
on individuals who compel our admiration to 
as great a degree as good men of our own 
countrymen. Here is a specimen. The ac¬ 
count we extract from a native paper. 

A former 8anji of Niikawa Ken, Yetchiti, 
was named Miyoehi. On being appointed to 
the office, he went to his work, not as a matter 
of dull routine, but with a determination to 
work for the good of the Ken. He first, quiet¬ 
ly and unostentatiously, woo the friendship of 
the samourai, and imparted to them such an 
excellent spirit, that he could depend upoa 
them nnder all circumstances to aid in uphold¬ 
ing the law, and the power of the government. 

He theD took the Kochos, and went to the 
trouble to explain to them, kindly but firmly, 
the meaoing and object of the proclamations 
issued by the government, in such a manner 
that they had no difficulty in explaining them 
to the people. On one occaaion a alight excite¬ 
ment commenced among the farmers in certain 
villages, on the subject of the land-tax. but he 
at once went himself, and talked to them with 
such kindness and to such Rood effect, that 
they dispersed thoroughly satisfied. 

At Inst, it so happened that certain men, 
formerly Yet as, (the class until lately despised 
SDd tabooed on account of their trading in 
skins, leather, fcc), subscribed to establish a 
school in the village of Koromi in Yetcbiu. 
Not one aomourai or farmer would send his 
child, and On the school being announced, no 
young pupils availed themselves of it. But 
there was one pupil. Mivoehi foresaw the ob¬ 
jections which would be felt; so he went and 
entered himself, and staid at a Yota's house 
the night before the school opened. At first 
it wss a mere, matter of surprise to the people ; 
hut when they saw that ho was really in 
earnest, and that bo remained with tho Yet as 
without feeling contaminated, a revulsion of 
opinion took place, and the school has since 
been prosperous. 

If this were not a remarkable exception to 
the general run of Japanese officers, it would 
not be particularly worthy of notice. But it is. 
And it is satisfactory to see that such an 
example is appreciated by many of his country- 
meu, though few have the moral courage to 
follow it. 


The Opening of the Polyteohnio Sehool in 
Tokei. 

The now building devoted to the usee of the 
Polytechnic School, (Kai Sei Oskko) was form¬ 
ally opened by the Mikado in person, on the 
«th inst. The new building is situated di¬ 
rectly opposite to the old Nanko, on the grounds 
of the old Itokurs yaahiki. 

The Emperor left the palace at Akssska at a 
little post 7 o’clock this morning, and arrived 
at the school gate at 8.20. The usual body¬ 
guard of lancers accompanied him. The Japan¬ 
ese officers, foreign profossora, and the students 
were in waiting on both side* of the street. 
The new building was gaily docked with flogs, 
garlands, etc. The national flog and the dis¬ 
tinctive flog of the school, hung from above the 
porch : and over the doorway was a fine repre¬ 
sentation of the front and ground-plan of the 
edifice. 

The Emperor having proceeded to the room 
assigned for the Imperial use, was presented 
with the key of the building, the curriculum 
of studies, sod the plan of the edifice. His 
Majesty read s speech which was translated. 
Dr. Mu-ray, tho chief foreign officer of the 
Mom Bu Sho, then addressed His Majesty. A 
procession was then formed, and all proceedod 
to the large lecturo-room at the end of the 
central wing, when chemical and physical ex¬ 
periments were performed by the students and 
one of the professors. After this, the library, 
class-rooms, apparatus, etc, were inspected. 
Gymnastics followed, which His Majesty wit¬ 
nessed ; then returning to tho reception room, 
the foreign professors being assembled, the 
Emperor in a distinct voice read a speech con¬ 
veying his thanks for their kindness and pre¬ 
sence on the occasion. His Majesty then re¬ 
turned to the palace, and the Japanese officers, 
foreign instructors, and invited gueota, oat down 
to a collation, at which His Majesty's health 
was drunk. Sevoral heads of Departments, 
members of 8a In, Arisuguwa no Miya, Saigo, 
Goto, Yoehida, and others were present. The 
Japanese officers present numbered several score 
in all. The entire programme waa fulfilled as 
laid down, and everything passed off auspi- 
cously. What is left of the old Nan Ko, after 
the Polytechnic school has been aubstraeted 
from it, is now the " School of Foreign Lan¬ 
guages.” 

Waeam atsi' Ktor has notified the people 
that ss foreigners only like fine silk, and that 
the coarse silk is difficult of sale, in ftiture 
they are only to mako fine silk. The thread is 
to be reeled of five cocoons only. 
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Ir Turn be do religion! * revival" io Japan, 
it is Dot the fault of the Kiyobuaho—judging 
from the reports that roach ui from the pro¬ 
vinces. From Yamanaabi Ken, a letter informs 
ns that the preaching is extremely active ; and 
at Ichirenji temple in Kofu, crowds attend daily. 
A priest called ('hiukoji Takabeyaahi is spoken 
of in terms which give one the idea of a J apa- 
neae 8purgaon. When he preaches, the people 
throng so to hear him, that the temple is far 
too limited to contain then. Such is the furore 
to listen to his sermons, and such the good 
effect likely to follow from them, that the 
Kencho givea a holiday to hard labour crimi¬ 
nals that they may hsvo the benefit of them 

Bnt all the preachers axe not equally popular. 
One in Koahiu has rendered himself hateful to 
the people, because he preaches nothing bnt 
Ibe praises of Boa hi—to which soct be properly 
belongs—and rarely, if ever, mentions Shintoism: 
excusing himself on the ground that he is not 
worthy to speak of the forefathers of the Em¬ 
peror. The people say it ia absurd for Kiyobu- 
aho to employ such a man, as he only labours 
for the good of his sect, and not of Shintoism 
at large. 

In rers town of Kofu there seems to be a 
remarkable desire to avail of the new lights 
which the times are presenting to them. First 
the desire for instruction it so great, that no 
trade baa benefitted so greatly os that of the 
booksellers. Chairs, tables, jin-riki-shos, and 
various machines are so greatly in demand, that 
the common carpenters, box makers, coopers 
and such like artirans are all changing their 
occupation to supply the demand. The poor 
grumble a good deal at the enhanced price of 
ordinary household articles, which ia the neces¬ 
sary consequence of the change. 

Tub uarvbbt it likely to be so abundant in 
Koehin, as to make up for the several bod 
seasons, they had previous to the two last 

yearn. 

J treats Kawask —the chief of Jijiu, is ap¬ 
pointed Japanese minister to Italy and Austria. 

It aas been notified that as the American 
government will send an astronomer to Yoko¬ 
hama and Nagasaki in December next “to 
observe the planet Mercury," a few students 
will be allowed to take advantage of the 
opportunity of accompanying him, to receive 
instruction. 

A rtw days ago an actor named Oknlaza be¬ 
longing to tbo Bongo Theatre, Tokci, was 


killed by one of the fixtures on which he wss 
sitting, giving way, and precipitating him from 
a considerable height on to the ground. 

JAPANESE RECIPES. 

To sill nmrs ur all thuouoh tub whits*. 
—Food them on dry hemp seed. The finer 
the quality, the bettor the result. 

To ramor rot’LTRT.—Give powdered char¬ 
coal with the^r food. The flesh becomes beauti¬ 
fully white and rich. 

To xxxr MEAT TKBSM IB SCUMS* —Put it in 
a dean porcelain bowl, and pour very hot water 
over it, completely to cover it. Then pour oil 
on the water. The air ia quite excluded and 
the meet preserved. 

Ora or the officers of Kiyoto Fa, named 
Ikai, has for some time past been falsifying his 
accounts, and pocketing from $50 to $200 a 
month dishonestly. He might havo continued 
hia pilfering; but conscience which “makes 
cowards of us all," foond him out, and ho 
managed among hia friends to raise the sum 
abstracted, and restored it to Kiyoto Fu, ex¬ 
pressing hia regret. Hia self-accusation was 
not at once believed, and an examination of 
himself and all others whose duties are con¬ 
nected with the dietribution or payment of the 
public money were ordered to be examined by 
Shihosho. The result of the examination baa 
not yet transpired. 

A cuHtors accident lately occurred at Saiho- 
ji-mnru of Owako Ken. A fanner named Sato 
Takisaburo having hoard that a certain bamboo 
grove was much resorted to by wild bow, be 
took a rifle he had in his possession, and wait¬ 
ed for hia coveted prey. Presently as it was 
getting dusk he heard the bamboos rustling as if 
an animnl were forcing its way through thorn, 
and not waiting to see the animal he supposed 
to be there, be fired ; when to his astonishment 
he beard a groan as from a human being. It 
turned out that a farmer belonging to the same 
village had gone with the grove to get young 
bamboo shoots (Takenoko), which ate a favourtei 
article of food to the Japanese, and so was 
taken for, and received the bullet intended for, 
a wild boar. The authorities say if hs had 
not gone to take the Takenoko without leave 
he would not have been wounded; and no 
blame is attached to the would-be sport am an. 

Oou readers will remember our account of 
the floods in the Shimaoe Ken at the end of 
Auguat. Great as was the damage done to 
the growing crops, eomo shewed signs of re¬ 
covery—but the rain of the 2nd inst., banished 
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ail the ruing hopes, and destroyed everything. 
The Ken authorities have been obliged there¬ 
fore to ask Okurasho (finance department) for 
assistance. 


H. R. H. Higashi Fcaimn-irq-Mu has made 

S (plication to be allowod to serve his country 
tber in the Army or Navy. His letter is as 
follows:— 

To Kchaixito Toicdaiji Sahroxi, 
from Nr’ hob Hibabbi Fusaiin Yoohiaxira ; 

Although I, Yoshiakira, belong to the im¬ 
perial family, and have so far grown up, I have 
learned nothing perfectly, I am really sorry to 
be idle ; and consider it a crime to continue so. 

I recently travelled in Europe, where I saw 
all high noblemen devote themselves to the 
Navy or the Army from their youth. I feel 
the utmost shame when I reflect upon this ; 
but I think that if I devote myself to a raili- 


make amends. This therefore ie my desire, and 
I pray you to grant me permission speedily. 
If I become a soldier, of course I become a 
* combatant,’ and can never receive the treat¬ 
ment of a member of the Imperial family. My 
mind overflows with this my earnest desire. 


Th* Chiji of Tokei Fu has issued an order 
respecting the dimensions of rafts on the rivors. 
It is often the case that rafts measuring in 
length from 300 to 400 feet lie in tho water 
for months, often obstructing the traffic; and 
damaging the poets of the bridges when they 
are being taken down stream. In future 
rafts are not to be longrr than 00 feet or 
broader than 12; and in small rivers 30 by 0. 
The rivers Tonegawa, Arakowa, Nakagawa and 
Tanagawa are excepted. No raft may stop on 
the way for more than one hour at a time, and 
only three hours arc allowed for loading. 


Os tkx 24th inat. between 8 and 10 o’clock 
the Japanese Police mode a raid oa all the 
Lottery Houses which have latterly been such 
a nuisance and tho cause of much indolence 
and consequent poverty. 

A few days ago an order was made that 
no Lottery tickets should be sold outside of 
Whim a bars. By this the qusrTy was cleverly 
driveo into the net, when the police pounced 
upon them simultaneously from all quarters, 
making a wholesale seiiure of the sellers of 
tickets, aud everything connertod with this 
gambling nuisance. Even the halrurhi or 
common gambling pedlars were taken to the 
police station. 


This Ynfi is rapidly approaching for the 
transit of Venus to taka plaoe, and tho astro¬ 
nomers of Earope and America are busy id 
preparations. In December we shall have an 
influi of savants and scientists not often seen 
among us. Where the stations are to be 
located, is not yet sealed. The primary ob¬ 
ject is to get such a location as will be most 
• ertain to have clear weather at that time. 
It is not at all likely that either Yokohama or 
Yedo will be choaen, as they are too near the 
sea, and the liability to cloudy skies is very 
great. Kioto, the table-land of fthinano, the 
plains of Taroba, or the centre of Kioahin, all 
noted for their clear skies and high general 
average of fair weather hare been pointed oat, 
bot as yet no spot has been definitely fixed 
upon. Dr. David Murray, now oonnectod 
with the Morabuaho, who was formerly pro¬ 
fessor of astronomy in America, and was oon¬ 
nectod with several scientific expeditions sent 
oot by the U. 8. Governir ent, baa been de¬ 
puted by the United States Astronomical 
Commission to select a site for the astro- 
Doraera who will visit Japan. Prof. E. Lepie- 
sier, of the College in Yedo, and formerly 
of the Paris Observatory, will attend upon 
the French expedition here. We have oot 
yet heard concerning the local plans of 
the English, Prussian and Rassiao expedi¬ 
tions. but we wish to ail the gentlemen 
composing them, a hearty welcome, pleasant 
sojourn, and above all perfect weather, a 
stainless sky, and r>o earthanaks daring the 
precion* few minutes that Venus raakas her 
“ stately steppings " across the diso of the sun. 

Had ths rainy weather continued, scarcely 
an embankment or bloff would have been safe 
to dwell upon or beneath. In Tokei the high 
embankments on the western side of the castle 
were severely damaged by several land-slides. 
On the south side, just north of the dwellings 
of the French military officers, a double land¬ 
slide took place. The stone wall, trees and 
sod which were high above the road slid 
down, and a hole aboat twenty feet in diame¬ 
ter was scooped oot. The road was obstruct¬ 
ed by a pile of mnd and debris which had to 
be dog through to obtain a passage. Shortly 
after this fall, part of tho road, the stone fac¬ 
ing and part of ths slope leading to the water 
was swept into the moat and lies there yet. 
Ntnnerou* other land-slides throughout the 
city are noted, though we have not heard of 
any loss of life. ___ _ ___ __ 

Printed and publithed far tke proprietor by 

JAUttS It. ANULIN. at tbs “Javax UAX*rr* r ’ 

Printing Ofiee, As. fti, ilnin Street, I okeinmn, 

Japan. 
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KIJIN 0-MAT8Z’- 


(Trantlaled from the Japanese.) 

'JIN O'MATSZ' wu a famous fe¬ 
male bandit, who in days gone by 
lived on the mountain of Kas&maUn, 
in Mutexn, one of the northern pro¬ 
vinces of Japan. She was a daugh¬ 
ter of a brave man named Adachi Taro, who 
was the chief of a numerous band of robbers at 
Adachig&hara, from whence his name is taken. 
She was remarkable from her earliest child¬ 
hood for her great beauty, and for a preco¬ 
city far beyond moat children. Even grown 
people were beaten by her in argument, ao 
that her father, whilst wondering at her 
genius, gradually became afraid of her, and 
disliked her so much that he would not allow 
her to come into his room, but neglected her 
altogether. 



When she had completed her fifth year one 
of the band said to her:—“You are only five 
years old, but your knowledge is wonderful. 
Now give me a taste of your quality." Then 
taking up a small bell, he said, “ Whence 
does the sound come from, tho surface of the 
hollow metal, or the small bell suspended in 
it?" O’Mataz-san* replied, “Oh! you're too 
“clever to live. The idea of a man not 
“ knowing such a simple affair as that The 
“explanation is clear as possible. It is not 
“ the surfaoo metal nor the tongue inside; 
" but when two substances strike each other 
“ a sound is produced. This is the universal 
“ rule." So taking out the ball and throwing 
it away, she handed him tho empty cell, and 
said merily:—“ If yon doubt me, ring it now." 
All present were amused, and wondered at tho 
littlo thing’s intelligence. But Wanihachi, 
one of the band, who always felt a kind of 


• The name is Mats*', tbc prefix 0 is honorific, and 
oombined with tbs final san (.imply raeaiu Uisa. 
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contempt for her precocity, thought for & 
moment how he oonld let her see her inferi¬ 
ority to himself, and reasoning truly enough 
that he could not oope with her wit, like a big 
bully, put forth hia strength. Seizing her 
little body round the waist, he raised her in 
his arms and said:—“Now, young lady, your 
life is at my disposal.'' Hia roughness was 
distasteful to Takadachi, another of the band, 
and he told his comrade to set her down, as 
it was cruel and absurd to pit his strength 
against that of a little child. And then ad¬ 
dressing her himself he said 44 Come O'Mataz’- 
“saa, yon wise little woman. Yon grow 
“ more and more knowing everyday; but you 
44 know you cannot by your cleverness over- 
“ come Wanihachi’s strength, or get the 
44 better of tho advantage his size gives him. 
44 For instance, he can with ease take a branch 
“from yon tree, but you cannot." 

“Of course," replied she, “I can't; because 
44 1 have neither strength nor stature; but I’ll 
44 do it by and bye. Now look here, I can do 
44 something that Wanahachi cannot, with all 
“hia strength. I will sit down so heavily 
“ that he cannot lift me.” 

They both laughed, and Wanahachi telling 
her not to talk nonsense, was about to malco 
trial, when she cried oat, 44 Stop, stop! Just 
a moment, while I take a short time to prepare 
myself. Yon may begin very slowly when I 
take three long breaths. By her canning, she 
made them suppose Wanahachi had a heavy 
job before him, and he begun to nuke pre¬ 
parations too; whilst the others who were pre¬ 
sent wondered what they were going to see. 

So O’Matez’ sat down, pretended to pray, 
and then took three long breaths. Wanahachi 
at once advanced, took her with some violence 
in his arms, and amid the langhter of all, raised 
her on to his shoulders without the least trouble, 
for ber weight was of course the same as it 
always was. To shew this, and that she was 
ns a mere feather to him, ho ran round the 
garden, cajoling her, as he did so, to make her 
ashamed. She, however, whilst making a 
show of great fear, held op her arms ; and as 
she passed beneath the fruit tree, laid hold of 


a branch and tore it off. She pat it between 
her teeth, and then taking oat a knife with 
which she had provided herself she drew the 
back acmes his throat and held it there and 
said—" Ha, Sir, your life is at my disposal— 
44 where is your strength now ?” The robber 
quickly put her down on the spot from whence 
he had raised her, crest-fallen and annoyed; and 
the child smilingly advanced to Takadachi and 
politely said, “ Pray, Sir, accept the branch 
I have taken .from the tree as yon desired." 
The laughter that broke forth on all sides 
when tho cleverness of her nos was under¬ 
stood, was uproarious. She really was won¬ 
derfully wise, bat her wisdom made her very 
wicked as she grew older. 

• Contrary to the usual order of things, 
Adachi Taro, her father, disliked her for her 
very cleverness. He was told of her many 
precocious words and deeds; bat he only" 
hated her the more; and the retainers find¬ 
ing that kindness shewn to her rendered them 
amenable to their master’s wrath, neglected 
her altogether. Still as time wore on, and each 
year improved her beanty, they could not 
withhold their admiration, and admitted that 
such lovely features had rarely before been 
seen. 

When she arrived at the age of thirteen, the 
depredations of Adachi Taro's band became 
so atrocious, that the Daimio of the province, 
Sayemonnojo Morikuni, was obliged to take 
steps to destroy them. The men stopped at 
nothing, but took life as freely as they took 
property. Nobody was safe by night or by 
day. Natsml Danjo was therefore ordered to 
take a strong force to seek them out in their 
lurking places, on the sides of mount Adachi- 
gahara, and extirpate them. 

So promptly did Nat*m6 obey the orders 
of his chief, that the robbers were almost 
taken by surprize. He set fire to all the 
dwellings in which any of them were found 
or were known to abide, and without very 
much fighting, he succeeded in capturing the 
greater number of them. The chief of the 
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baud, Adachi Taro, finding escape impossible, 
committed suicide, and Nat«m6 took his head 
and his sword, and presented them to h : s 
chieftain amid the triumphant shoots of those 
who had suffered from his deeds 

For his bravery and success, Natsm£ Dan jo 
was permitted to retain the sword, which wu 
a valuable one, mode by the ancient famous 
armourer Kikui Chimonji; and his prince 
gave him besides a considerable tract of land 
for his family estate. 

O'Matflz-san probably might have res- 
cued by the aid of one of her father's re¬ 
tainers from the attack of her father's as¬ 
sailants, and the burning of his dwelling; but 
abc did not wait for this. Fearing pursuit, 
she managed to get away by herself, and fled 
with what speed she could for some miles. As 
she saw no signs of pursuers, she now paused; 
and considering that sho might bo recognised 
as Adachi Taro's daughter, she disguised her¬ 
self as a pilgrim, and wandered from place to 
place. But sho had no great amount of 
money, and as it drew to an end, she followed 
her father's trade and contrived to rob travel¬ 
lers by wily stratagems. And this went on 
until she completed her sixteenth year. 

Sho was now beautiful beyond compare; 
and to the beauty of the Queen of Heaven, she 
united courage and warlike skill equalling 
that of the God of War. A desire to revenge 
her father's death, notwithstanding his cruel 
conduct to her, became her one prevailing 
idea. She therefore determined to find her 
way back to Mutsz', her native province, and 
set out accordingly. 

The fate of mankind is not at their own 
command. She lost her way, and after mak¬ 
ing every effort to recover it she went back¬ 
wards and forwards, and round and round, 
until, thoroughly weary and worn out Bhe 
came to a house at the door of which sho 
knocked and sought a lodging. 

The owner seeing ns he thought a pilgrim, 
courteously bade her enter, and on hearing 
her statement which was given ojjth a great 
show of candour, said, “ I am very sorry that 


you have missed your coui]uuiioiLs, but us 
they have not passed, but must go by this 
house, I pray you, place your particular murk 
over the doorstep and they will see it, and you 
will be reunited.” 

She remained in this house sonic days, and 
no suspicions were aroused, for her conduct 
was as prudent as her garb was saintly. 

At length, one day, sho perceived her host 
and hostess talking together very anxiously: 
and not hearing what they said, she asked if 
anything was the matter. They replied, " We 
“had a daughter who was about the same 
“age as yourself; and we promised our mas- 
“ter, that at the great festival now upon 
“us, and which is to bo celebrated in his 
“ house, our daughter should serve. To our 
“ grief, our daughter has left home in com- 
“pany with her lover; this is the appointed 
“day and we cannot keep our promise be- 
“ cause we havo no deputy. It occurred to 
“ us that you might help us in oar need, and 
" act as her deputy for the occasion.” O'Matsz' 
assented to the proposal, and at once went 
with her host, Kosaku, to hiB master's Louse, 
which was a great and splendid building; 
and where were assembled several young 
girls in company with their parents. Besides 
these there were present, only four gentlemen. 

With all her shrewdness, O'Matsz* had not 
asked any questions of Kosaku respecting the 
kind of service that would be required of her, 
bat went to the house supposing thut ns 
there was to be great feasting sho was want¬ 
ed to assist in Berving the guests at table; 
but to her surprise, no more guests arrived 
than the four gentlemen already spoken of, 
and the food for their entertainment wan 
brought in by the Bcrv&nts of the house, anil 
not by herself and the other young girls. 
Her suspicious were roused, and she looked 
around but could find no ono to whom she 
could express her doubts; or from whom she 
could soek information. 

Among the gentlemen, however, there was 
ono about twenty years of age whose face was 
as handsome as his dress was mnguificcnt; 
and insensibly she found herself unable to 
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take her eyes off of him. She looked and 
pondered, until she admitted to herself that 
in all her wanderings she had never aeen his 
equal, and that she loved him, and could 
render up her soul to him. Aa every now 
and again their eye* met, she formed the re¬ 
solution to enquire of him the object of tho 
feast, and the reason for which she and her 
companions had been taken there. 

The eating and drinking continued a long 
time, and every moment her admiration of 
the yonng man increased, and her anxiety 
deepened. Towards evening he rose and left 
the room ; when she deeming it was the only 
Opportunity aho might have of speaking to 
him, rose and went out by a panel on the op¬ 
posite side of the room; and having closed it 
she ran softly through the passages, and 
meeting him face to face, she stood as if she 
would speak to him. He kindly asked her 
what she wished to say, and she commenced 
shyly to tell him of the love for him which 
she had conceived, and they looked into one 
another's eyes silently and fondly for a few 
minutes. 

At length, the young man said, “ I also am 
penetrated with love for yon; for you are 
tho most beautiful maiden I have ever seen, 
and you must be good. But we must not 
speak of such things or we shall offend the 
god." 

Then O'Matas’ replied—“True, it was not 
“ only to tell you of my love, but to hope for 
“ my love’s sake you would answer my en- 
“ quirics. Why have I been brought here P 
" Kcmaku told me I was to serve at the feast; 
“ but the feast is over, and I have not been 
“called upon.” 

“ Oh!” returned the young man taking her 
hand kindly, and leading her into a room 
where they could converse without observa¬ 
tion; “You do not know why you were 
wanted ? Indeed, I pity you from my Heart. 
Listen, and I will tell you. I myself am a 
relation of the priest and came here by invita¬ 
tion to witness the strange custom of this 
place. You, on the contrary, crime w ith the 
other girls, that from you all, one may 1* 
selected ns n sacrifice. I can well believe you 


were kept in ignorance of the fact. Hut come 
now, tell me a little of your history.” 

O' Matas' answered. “The reason I did not 
know the truth is, that I am a stranger, w bo 
have been partaking of Kosaku's hospitality 
only daring tho last few days.” 

" Ah," said the young man, retaining her 
hand and looking fondly upon her, “I see 
you have been deceived by Koaaku's cunning 
words. The truth is:—Once in every five 
years the priest appoints a religious celebra¬ 
tion ; and thereat presents to the god ten of 
the fairest damsels he can find, from whom 
one is chosen and offered ss a sacrifice 
to the deity. Parents are not unwilling 
to offer their daughters, as the man whose 
child is selected is rewarded with a large ex¬ 
tent of .rice-field; and I was informed that 
Kosaku, being desirous of obtaining this field, 
petitioned that he might be allowed to offer 
his daughter. But when be saw you, he must 
have seen that your beauty surpassed all 
others, and that you would be sure to be 
chosen ; and so he could rest assured of call¬ 
ing the land Ifis. What a detestable fellow ! 
Now you have only a few minutes for escape, 
and I will assist you as much as is in my 
power.” 

When O'Matst’ heard of Kosaku's treachery 
she felt much enraged, but did not allow 
her anger to bo aeen. She considered with 
herself, that it is folly to suppose a god 
would devour human beinga; or even if be 
would, that he should be careful ss to the 
beauty of the victim. She quickly made up 
her mind aa to her course of action. 

“ Thank you, dear Sir," Bhe said. “ I will 
“not attempt to escape. For I have no 
“ father, be haring been slain some yean ago; 
“ and I then left the home of my mother. I 
“ will offer myself to the god, to save the 
“ other maidens who have kind parents. One 
“ favour I ask of you. It is that although 
“ here we meet and port for ever, yet you will 
“always think of me as your loving and <le- 
" voted wife. I have nothing else i- this 
"world to deairo." And she lay her bead 
upon bis breast, and wept. 

At this moment h r namo was called, with 
enquiries ss to where she was, and why slio 
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bad been absent so long. So she quickly 
wiped away her tears, and fearful lest this 
secret meeting should lie discovered, hastily 
bc-entered the room, and seated herself as if 
nothing disturbed her. 

And now the sound of a dram was heard, 
at first distant, but gradually approaching 
nearer and nearer, and all the people of the 
district understanding that the god approach¬ 
ed his terrible, nln towards the same spot, and 
assembled in the court-yard. Tlie ten young 
maidens were obliged to form themselves into 
a procession in two lines, and to place them¬ 
selves under ten magnificent old cedar trees 
which occupied the ground in front of the 
sacred edifice. In the temple, the priest was 
praying loudly to the god, and all waited 
with anxiety the decision. 

A certain signal was given, and the priest 
coming down the temple steps went straight 
to O’Matsz’ san and declared that the choice 
had fallen npon her. A white box like that 
in which the dead are buried was brought by 
six coolies all dressed in white, and bIic was 
directed to get into it. She obeyed, and the 
bearers conveyed the box into the temple and 
set it down and left it before the altar. 

The ceremony being thus concluded, all the 
spectators left for their homes; and all was 
so silent that O’Matsz’ knew she was in the 
temple alone. 

“Now," thought she to herself—“I am sure 
** that on this mountain there is no cruel god 
“ who will hurt mankind. There may be aai- 
“mala fierce and ravenous; bnt I will ri»k 
«* that; for I cannot remain cooped np in this 
44 box; and I am reeolved that I will have my 
“revenge npon Koaaku.” Having sufficient 
room to move slightly, she tried to force up 
the lid 6r burst out the aides; bnt being un¬ 
able to accomplish this, she took a dagger 
which she always carried secretly about with 
her, and tried to break open the box, when she 
heard footsteps; and a loud and terrible voice 
cried out, “ Stop, young lady, don’t try to 
*■ escape or break out of the box. You shall 
‘‘not bo injured, but you may approach me 
44 without fear." 

Hearing these words a momentary dread 
camo over her, and she hurriedly replaced her 


dagger, as the box was opened by some 
persons. The first thing site saw was that 
the temple was filled with armed men, one of 
whom came forward, took her gently by the 
hand, and helped her to emerge from her 
prison house, and telling her to rise as she 
respectfully bowed down before him, sdded, 
“I am the celebrated robber Himagami Taro, 
of whom you may have heard, as residing on 
this mountain. A long time ngb, there used 
to be a dreadful monster here, who destroyed 
the fields and the cropa, and could only be 
appeased by the offering on the part of the 
natives one® in every five years, of a young 
maiden as a sacrifice. I wn* so fortunate ns 
to slay this monster, and ever Bine® I have 
received the young girls offered in sacrifice 
into my own house, and they have lived with 
me as my oonBorts. Hither to they have been 
mere country girls, but I am happy in seeing 
now for the first time so lovely a damsel as 
yon are. Come with me; we will make each 
other happy; tod we will celebrate onr union 
with feasting and merriment." 

O'Mntss’ was obliged to go with him. He 
took her hand and led her accompanied by 
his followers, to bis hiding-place among the 
hills; bnt all the time she was devising in her 
own mind a scheme to rid herself of him. 

Himagami unsuspicious of danger, and re¬ 
joicing in the capture of one ao pretty and 
innocent, went to the feast with his retainers 
With keen delight. They ate and drank and 
revelled until the wine began to tell npon 
them and they drank the more. Seeing her 
opportunity, when they were all overcome 
with wine, she sprung to her feet, and draw- 
ing her dagger, her eye* flashing fire, she 
confronted Himagami, and said loudly and 
boldly, “Yon have told me proudly that you 
slaughtered the wicked monster of this moan- 
tain ; but as you continue to appropriate the 
sacrifices offered to him, you constitute your¬ 
self the wicked monster. Now I will slay 
you and enrn the gratitude of the win lo pro¬ 
vince. Kuow, Sir, tluit I am the daughter of 
Adachi Taro, a celebrated chief of robber*, 
and ray name is Matas’." 

With these words slio sent her dagger 
home to its kilt in bis abdomen. He tried to 
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rise t» attack her, l»ut could not, and she, 
seising ii smil'd from the rack, with on® swoop 
cut off Ins head. 

His son Yoshad, recalled to consciousness 
by wlint was pawning, hastened to avenge his 
pore at, and hurled his spear at O'Matss’ san, 
but sia- was no stranger to weapons of all 
kinds; she stepped aside, and the spear 
passed her harmlessly; but before the youth 
conld draw his sword, he shared his father's 
fstc; and she raising the two heads in her 
left hand, and taking her dagger in the other 
stood up l»cfore the retainers, and cried aloud, 
“ Obey my order*, and I will spare you. Op- 
“ pose me and I serve you ss I have your 
“master." And she threw the heads down 
before them. 

Such intrepidity—such wonderful skill and 
bin very, such deeds and noble words com¬ 
pletely took them by surprise.. They all 
bowed down to her, Rnd declared that they 
would serve her for ever. 

O'Matss’ was os politic as she was coura¬ 
geous. She smiled kindly in reply, and told 
them to call to her the girls who had boon 
formerly sacrificed. On their coming before 
her, she said gently to them, '* I know you 
have been here utterly helpless, ever since 
yon were sacrificed. But I have slain your 
oppressor, and I would restore you ut once to 
your homes, only if I do so my name will be 
on every onc'B tongue, and that will interfere 
with my revenge on Kosaku. lie main there¬ 
fore for awhile, but rely on my kindness." 
They thanked her and offered to remain as 
her servants. 

To the retainers she was also very kind. 
The treasure accumulated by the slain chief 
from his robberies, was large—but she kept 
none for hemdf, diriding it all among the 
loud. Sho then had a board inscribed 
with these words;—“I have slaughtered the 
“ Monster who has heretofore demanded the 
“ sacrifices, and in future this horrible custom 
“ may be discontinued. I have five girls of 
*‘ those who have been previously sacrificed, 
“ and they will soon be sent to their homes. 
“ Let nil believe and rejoice." 

At the foot of the writing she put her name 
Kijin O'Miitsz’, and the board was placed in 


front of the temple, and on each aide of it 
the beads of Himagami and his son. From 
this timo forward she called herself by the 
above name, which means god and demon. 

This being done, she retired with her re¬ 
tainers quietly to the mountain Kaaamatsz' in 
the same province, and they were for a time 
unheard of. 

The following day, the priest being eager 
to know what had been done with the sacri¬ 
fice, went to the temple in a great state of 
anxiety, and when he saw the broken box and 
the damsel gone he was satisfied that the god 
had received her. When, however, shortly 
afterwards, he saw the notice-board outside, 
and th® two beads, he was paralysed with 
wonder, and turned to an ashy paleness. He 
hastened to the village to spread tho news, 
which was listened to with open-mouthed as¬ 
tonishment, and all the people hastened to 
the temple to bcg the sight, and congratulated 
each other joyously on the bravery of Kijin' 
Thoy did not know who bore the name, how- 
ever, nor from whence th® board and the 
lands had been sent. A spirited scorch was 
set nn foot in all parts of the mountain, which 
it had been supposed was occupied by the 
monster, and finally they came upon the 
place wberc Himagami had lived; and dis¬ 
covered that it was the robber to whom had 
bit'll offered the sacrifices. 

The great news wna very soon known all 
over the province, and a religions festival was 
held in honour of Kijin O'Matss’, who had 
done so much for them; and to keep her 
name in everlasting remembrance. The fes¬ 
tival is observed to this day. 

O’Matss', as has been told, took np her 
residence on Kasamatsz’ mountain. She had 
now two objects in view—the one to revenge 
herself on Kosaku, the other to avenge her 
father's death. Sho considered th® latter was 
of the greater importance; and forthwith set 
herself to accomplish it. 

By means of her retainers she ascertained 
that Nat*i’m«5 Danjo was the immediate in¬ 
strument in causing her father's death; and 
that he had received from his lord a large 
estate for having destroyed Adachi Taro and 
his band. lie alto had flic sword which 
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Adachi Taro uaed to carry. Every day her 
anxiety to avenge her father increased, and 
■he made her band active in plunder, that 
money might be raised to enable her to carry 
oat her end. 

Often she lent herself to the work of re¬ 
lieving travellers of their money or valuables. 
If the traveller were a woman, she accom¬ 
panied her along the road until she got hpr 
opportunity; if a man, she exerted her charms 
so sweetly and modestly, and she was so in¬ 
nocent and pretty, that she easily overcame 


him. If the man were a snmourni, the class 
who had the privilege of wearing two swords, 
she would manage to measure tho length and 
observe the shape of the long sword, nnd if 
it looked like her father's she hesitated not to 
take it, even though it necessitated tho killing 
of tho owner. 

Sbo had collected in this way much money, 
and ninety-nine swords, and yet had not 
found her father's; and so she continued her 
cruel actions. 

(To be continued.) 
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A VI'IT TO THE QULF C T TARTAR! 

AND SAOHALIEN. 

(Continued from p<tgt 8C ) 

September 10th.—Packed up a few trap*, 
for it was necessary to go in very light 

marching order. D-came on board aftor 

breakfast, and I sent my things in his gig. 
As soon as he had received his orders from 
the admiral, he took me on board the ThittU 
with him. 

Left Barracouta harbour at 9.30 A.M., and 
found a foul wind and heavy sea waiting for 
us outside. During the day proceeded under 
steam and fbre and aft sails, making nearly 
as much lee as headway ; eo in the evening 
furled sails and tried to steam against the 
sea. At this game the is about as 

good as the Juno, whoso performances have 
ere now had my blessing. 

Sopamber 11th.—Under steam and making 
very little progress; for though the wind had 
fallen the sea was still very howvy. In the 
afternoon to add to our comfort, it catno on 
to rain. After quarters stopped steaming, 
banked fires, and lay to under fore staysail 
and maiu trysail; it beiug impossible to do 
anything against the see. The weather look* 
jug very wild, and the barometer very low, 
29°. 10*. If we had not boon *o far north, 
I should have thought wo were iu for a ty¬ 
phoon. L»arut the object of our expedition. 

September 12 th.—During last night there 
wore many changes. First it fell calm, and 
we got up steam; then a fine fair broezo 
came and we made sail; next it oarae foul and 
we had to furl again. When I got up at 7 
o'clock, found the ship under steam with 
fore and aft sails and going 4J knot* on her 
course during the day. About 2 P.M. sight¬ 
ed the island of Totomosiri. We hope to 
round Oape Notoro about midnight, and if 
the wind only holds as it is now, that will 
give it us fair up Ar,iwa Bay. 

September 13th.— Found we had rounded 
Cope Notoro during the night, but the wind 
was still hard-hoarted, and chopped right 
rouud iu our teoth. The soa was not so 
heavy ns outside, so we managed to go ahead 
pretty well. Anchored at 1.30 r.ii. in Lose* 


or Salmon Bay, at a place called Shinogotan, 
oloee to the mouth of the river Inwotaku. 
Here was the first Aino village I had ever 
seen, aud the Ainos wero the first I evor saw 
in their native state. A more miserable set 
of wretches I think it would be difficult to 
find. They are worse than the Ohiliaks. As 
•oon as they saw us they ran away to clothe 
themselves; a simple operation—aa, when in 
full dresa they appeared to have only one 
loose garment reaching a little below the 
knee, and made of aome stuff that looked to 
me like sack-cloth. They were frightfully 
dirty, and alive with vermin. 

Tie married women had their lips and the 
skin rouad their mouths stained a dark blue, 
which rather increased their uglineas, if that 
were possible. 

The men had big black beards, but the 
hair on their heads was thin and weak. I 
fancy it must have been poisoned by the 
filthy state of their scalps. 

One of them could speak a little Japaneeo ; 
and through one of the Japanese cabin ser¬ 
vants wo questioned him, and learnt that 
there were no J apanese here and only three 
Russians, who lived in a small hut which 
they pointed out to us on the opposite side 
Of the river; but that there was a large 
settlement of both Russian and Japanese on 
the opposite side of Losas Bay at a place 
called Kushukotan. This was all the in¬ 
formation we could obtain here; so after 
looking into one of their huts—a very ricket- 
ty erection, but suporior to a Qhiliak edifice 
in having a sort of rudely boarded floor—we 
walked along the beach a little, towards the 
mouth of the river, and then wont on board, 
got up anchor and started for Kushukotan, 
whore we arrived at 4 P.M. 

We anchored off the Russian settlement, 
which is outiroly divided from the Japaneso 
by a hilL At the landing place we saw a boat 
being manned, and one or two officers came 
off. Among them was the Commandant’s 
aido do canip, with his chiefs oomplimenta, 
and ho would be glad to see us when we 
came ashore. We thanked him and request¬ 
ed him to announce that wo should very soon 
follow him. 
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In a short time, D—, R-and I want 

ashore in the gig. and found the Command¬ 
ant, and hi* wife waiting to reoeive ua on the 
pier. Wa ware asked if we oould apeak Ger¬ 
man, Swedish or French. R-and I con¬ 

fessed to a little French ; eo Madame at once 
started nfl* entertaining ns in that language. 
She spoke perfectly, but I was more than 
once obliged to soak a little assistance from 
the interpreter. 

We want to the Commandant’s house—a 
large log hat, scantily furnished, and heated 
by the usual Russian store. They apologis¬ 
ed for the Spartan simplicity of their quar¬ 
ters ; but such good, kind-hearted people 
would make a hut as welcome as a palace. 
Thnv produced some fair champagne, and 
told us they were to return to 8t Potereburgh 
in the oourae of next July ; and the anticipa¬ 
tion was so agreeable to them, that we oould 
not forbear drinking their health, and wish¬ 
ing them a safe and pleasant journey. In 
return they congratulated themselves on their 
good fortune in making our acquaintance. 

They wero really very kind, and we got on 
bettor with them than with any other Rus¬ 
sians we met throughout the entire trip. 
D—— invited the commandant and the in¬ 
terpreter to come off to dinner. The invita¬ 
tion was accepted, and the commandant stat¬ 
ed his intention of sending us a dozen fowls 
as a preeent. Could anything be more ge¬ 
nuinely delightful than this brotherly love 
and hospitality ? And yet we were trying to 
find nut what his government had done and 
were doing in Saghalion, and he was fully 
aware of our little game, and determined to 
assist us as little as possible in our researches. 

The first thing we ascertained was that the 
settlement at Bussi had been abandoned last 
autumn, as the entrance to the harbour was 
filling in. There is still a small dotnehment 
of some 10 or 15 men stationed there, and 
though there are coal minoe near it, they are 
not being worked. This did away with the 
necessity for our visiting the place, and 
D-at once determined to leave for Hako¬ 

date to-r orrow. 

As ii getting lalo D-asked per¬ 


mission to visit the settlement. The com¬ 
mandant went with ns. 

It is a purely military station. There is 
only one shop in it, and that is kept by the 
interpreter. 

The settlement lies in a valley. There ia 
a broad well-made roed running across the 
hill on the left of this valley from the landing 
pier; and on either side, but lying a little 
back from it are houses. First are the of¬ 
ficer’s quarters ; then the soldiers’ barracks; 
and then, at the head of the road, the con¬ 
vict establishment. 

The houses are large, well built log hats. 
Those for the soldiers are capable of accom¬ 
modating fifty men each. They are much 
better finished and cleaner than any I have 
seen. A new oommandant's house is being 
built as well as more quarters for officers and 
men. We were told by the commandant 
that he had one battalion under his orders; 
but we could not get him to specify the num¬ 
ber of men. The main body is stationed 
here—I should fancy to the number of 5 or 
COO—and the remainder detached in small 
parties varying from three to twenty men at 
stations round the bay. There are 20 officers, 
of whom 5 are married ; and 105 oonviots, 20 
of whom are women. 

We saw plenty of good looking cattle, and 
some small horses; but no sheep. There 
were kitchen gardens—some of them Urge— 
round all the houses ; and potatoes and other 
vegetables seemed to thrive well. Altogether 
it is a most prosperous looking settlement 
Three Russian ships visit them every year; 
and they were expecting Admiral Crown 
when we were there. 

The Japanese settlement cannot he seen 
from the Russian side of the dividing hilL 
We were told that formerly the Japanese had 
a few housos on the Russian side, but had 
rtmovid them. What mad* them do so, we 
were unable to gather from our friend ; who 
said, however, that his people and the Japa¬ 
nese had very little oommuniention. but that 
thoir intercourse was quite friendly. After 
this be accompanied us to the boat, and wo 
went off to prepare dinner for him. 
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The supply of water here seems good. 
The rood extends a very short way beyond 
the settlement. We saw no traces of cannons 
or fortifications. We passed a party of con¬ 
victs who seemed rather jolly than otherwise; 
and as they passed the commandant they 
pulled off their caps and shouted out some 
Russian greeting in a most cheorful manner. 
Wo wore told they were employed in the 
same manner os soldiers, cutting wood aud 
building houses. 

Whilst we wore visiting the Russians, two 
of the officers with the Ward-room Japanese 
servant went over to the Japanese settlement. 
They were very kindly received by the head¬ 
man, who was quite communicative, but did 
not give such a favourable account of the state 
of affairs os his Russian neighbours had doue. 
He stated that quarrels were frequent be¬ 
tween his people and tho Russian soldiers, 
who beat them, and when they complained 
to the commandant he could got no redress, 
but was told either that it was a mistake or 
that the Russian soldiers wore drunk, which 
was held to be a aufficiout excuse for any 
outrage they might commit, lie also said 
that lost June, the Russians had requested 
the Japanese to remove a house they hod on 
the Russian aide of the hill. A delay oc¬ 
curred in complying with it, and soon after¬ 
wards the house rras burnt to tho ground. 
They had no absolute proof, but were per¬ 
fectly certain that the Russians had inten¬ 
tionally aet fire to the house. Altogether the 
Japane-te do not find the Ruskis pleasant 
neighbours. The hoad-man stated his inten¬ 
tion of coming on board to see the captain, 
and of bringing with him a letter for the 
Admiral. 

In Sagholion the Japanese outnumber the 
Russian*, but about Aniwa the latter pre¬ 
ponderate. 

Having heard all this, as in duty bound, 
we proceeded to make preparations for the 
reception of our guests. I was somewhat 
exercised, having come away in light marching 
order, and without a wedding gormeut—I 
mean a mess dress—to put on. There was 
no help for it, so I jumped into " a clean boil¬ 
ed rag,” as Aitemus Ward calls it, aud did 


my best to make myself fit to meet the 
one—I mean our guests. 

But D-'s trouble surpassed mine. He 

had sent off his steward to pick up informa¬ 
tion and stock, and the rascal hod not return¬ 
ed. He was the only man on board who 
knew where everything was kept. However 
we enlisted all the domestics in the ship iu 
our servico and set to work with a will to get 
things ready. We dived into all sort* of 
cupboards and chests and lockers ; and 
after playing the deuce with Master Jim's 
(the Chinese steward) orderly arrangements, 
managed to get the materials for the dinner, 
and the liquor, together; and in the mean¬ 
time the cooks were employed forward, oook- 
ing everything edible they oould lay their 
hands upon. Oar friends were horribly 
punctual, and we had to apologize fur keep¬ 
ing them waiting, and to take them down 
into the oabin, where they had a capital view 
of the preparations for the feast. It was 
nearly 8 o’clock when we commenced. But 
when we did begin, the oooks’ atook seemed to 
have no eud. We bad pea soup, fish cakes, 
chicken cutlets, hashed mutton, stewed duck, 
roast mutton, and then—preparations being 
observable for the production of more solids, 
we paused to enquire—and found there were 
two more joints, some curry and sweets to 
con 3. We acknowleged ourselves beaten, 
and implorud that we might be spared all 
but. the cun-y and tho sweets; aud so mauaged 
to get over the eating portion of our enter- 
taiumeut about 9 P.M. 

We oould get no further information os to 
the relations between the Ja;«auese and our 
frieud*. The chief occupation of the former 
seems to be fishiug. They have two salmou 
seasons, spring and autumn. The latter is 
the better of the two, os the fish are bigger. 
The season commence* in October. But 
neither of these equal the herring fisliing iu 
May. The bay is then so full that the fish 
are thrown on the beach in quantities. Tout 
is also the season for beur-shootiug. The 
hunters are aimed with a gun and a stout 
spear, and got good aport when tho animals 
come down in numbers to feed on the fish 
thrown up and left by the tide. The inter- 
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pmtor assured me that he had seen twelve 
bear* at onoe on the beach near the settle¬ 
ment. 

The Japanese export great quantities of 
these herrings sailed. In fact that aeecna to 
be their only business, for they do not work 
the mines; and the gTonnd near the Tillages 
is but slightly cultivated, though the soil ia 
good, as shown by the success of the Russian 
kitchen gardens. 

Travelling in Saghalien ia almost impos¬ 
sible in the summer, on aocount of the thick¬ 
ness of th.e woods and under-growth; but in 
the winter they make great journeys in dog 
sleighs. Thirteen dogs will carry on a sleigh 
about 360 lbs., besides two men, for seventy 
miles in one day. The dogs are only fed 
once in the twenty-four hours, and that ia in 
the evening, when they receive three dried 
salmon each and then are ready for another 
seventy miles next morning. 

After dinner I got out the guitar, and 
found “ Cram bambouli ” well-known and 
appreciated by our guests. 

Before they left the commandant placed 
two of bia cards on the table. He was a 
Swede by nation, Eugen IachepurnofT by 
name ; and a very nice gentlomanly fellow to 
boot. When he bade ua “ good-bye,” he said 
that if we oould return in May, we should have 
plenty of good bear-shooting: that he would 
b« glad to see ua; and that we should find 
the settlement much enlarged and improved ; 
and we believed him entirely. 

My opinion is that ere long Saghalien will 
be Russian. The mines will all be workod 
by them, and the resources of the island, 
which are evidently considerable, will he de¬ 
veloped for the benefit of Russia. The Japa¬ 
nese will be permitted to remain iu-so-far 
and in such localities as thoy do not interfere 
with their operations; and where they do so 
interfere they will be quietly shouldered out, 
as they have been at Kushukotan. If the 
Japanese wished to retain any real possession 
in the island, they ought to have objected 
years ago to the Russian encroachments—at 
all eveuts to their crossing tho boundary, 
46* N. 1st. I doubt if they will ever be 
able to get them within tiieir owu proper 


limits now; but when the lion lies down by 
the lamb without eating him, then ptrhipi 
the Russian will live next door to the Japa¬ 
nese and not bully theca—and not before. 

September 14th.—Got underweigh early, 
steaming again; wind as usual, foul. The 
Russian present came off last night; also the 
Japanese yakunin with his letter. He apolo¬ 
gized for not calling before, saying that he 
had been in bed. Rather a queer excuse. 

As the day drew on, the wind increased ; 
so we made a tack in shore to get out of it. 
This answered, and about 7 P.M., we anchored 
under Cape Notoro, as the wind was dead 
foul aud blowing hard. A nasty reef runa 
out from Cape Notoro, not marked in the 
chart; and there is a tremendous tide race 
round the point. Moreover our stock of coals 
was running short. 

We saw a lot of seals under the Cape, and 
as we oame up the coast, a school of black 
fiah, somo of them of oousiderable size. 

September 15th.—Weighed at 7.30 a.u. 
Wind as before—foul; but happily not much 
of it. The current sets strongly to the east¬ 
ward, and carried ua to the leeward of Cape 
8aya; we were obliged to put on more steam 
to round it and Cape Nussyab. Passed 
" Dangerous Rock” about 9 a * , and sighted 
the coast of Teseo and the ialand of Risiri—a 
mountain that rises abruptly from the sea 
6000 feet. Tried to pas* between Risiri and 
the mainland; but the cruel head wind, 
which has attended ua throughout increased 
in strength until midnight Whon we were 
nearly through, it brought us to a standstill 
in our poverty-stricken condition as regard* 
coals. We had now only 25 tons to take u* 
to Hakodate, 300 milos. We oould not afford 
therefore to be lavish, eo had to give up all 
wo had boon struggling for during the lattor 
part of tho day; banked fires and lay to. 

September 16th.—During the night we had 
drifted several miles to the northeast, and 
wore getting near the mainland of Yesao. 
Steam was got up, and an attempt mnde to 
push our way through the channel between 
Risiri and Rifunsiri; but it was not to be 
dune. As soou as we passed Hako head, wo 
wore met by a strong head wind and a sea 
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that fairlj conquered oar poor little craft. 
There was nothing left but to bear up for 
Ilako bay and wait for more favourable 

tiinee. After anchoring, landed with D- 

aud others with oar domeetio interpreter, at 
a spot where were several houses, but only ono 
inhabited. The occupant, a very good look¬ 
ing Japanese, received us with a proper 
amount of genuflezioue, and seemed glad to 
see ua. We asked him if we could obtain 
any wood or stock in the island? and he 
obligingly offered to take us to the head-man 
of the village, which he told us was close by. 
However, we bad to walk two miles and a 
half before we came to it It was rather a 
large house in the middle of a fair sized 
village called Oiahi. We were received with 
kindness; tea and sweetmeats wore offorod 
tons; and the head-man himself undertook 
to do all he could for ua. He told ua that a 
quantity of coal which had been sent up for 
the Scylla when last here surveying, was 

lying at Saya; hut D-did not care to go 

hack for that; so it wns finally arranged that 
he should supply us with wood. He would 
walk with us to the bay iu which we were 
anchored, where a quantity of wood was 
stacked, in order to make the necessary 
.arrangements; and wont into the house to 
array himself for the journey. At the best of 
times, he was an ugly, spare, mean-looking 
man, but the semi European dress he re¬ 
appeared in, painted the lily with a venge¬ 
ance. A black cloth coat—some sizea too 
large, and of a shape entirely differing from 
his; trowsers of the same material and of a 
worse fit. if possible; black waistcoat; a dark 
lilac coloured scarf round hie waist; blue 
Japanese socks and conreo clogs. The only 
vostige of shirt visible was an inch a half of 
questionable coloured wristband. The wholo 
was surmounted by a hat! And such a hat! 
It had once been white but was so no longer. 
It once had a ribbon and binding rouud it, 
but both wore gone. I suppose it once must 
have had a shape, but now it was shapeless. 
The only tiling it retained of ita^origiual nu 
its material, aud that was felt. Japanese cer¬ 
tainly have the happy knack of making 


guys of themselves with their imitations 
of foreign costume; but it is a shame to 
laugh at them—they are such real good 
follows. Our friend walked with ua to the 
landing-place, aud agreed to let us have six 
fathoms of wood for S2-50. I don’t suppose 
any of Her Majesty’s ships were ever provid¬ 
ed with fuel at a cheaper rate than this. We 
asked our friend to oome off to see the ship, 
and he promised to do so as soon as he had 
set hia men to work delivering the wood. 

After tiffin went on shore with B-, and 

walked along the beach to the eastward. 
Crossed about a dozen charming little stream¬ 
lets. This would be a capital place to water. 
Some of the gorges running into the sidos of 
the great mountains were beautifully wooded 
arid very pretty. We passed a few Japanese 
houses, the occupants of which were employ¬ 
ed chiefly iu collecting, drying and packiug 
seaire»d. They oook it and eat it; and a 
good deni they export. 

The weather looked very threatening, and 
when we returned to the ship, we found that 
our Japanese friends who had been off to 
the ship, had prophesied a heavy gale. The 
Ja[>aneso were alongside with the wood. 
They were nice dean-looking fellows, all 
dressed alike in yellow sackdoth kimoaoes 
with a blue badge on the back- We have 
taken about eight fathoms of wood and some 
more is coming to-morrow. Altogether we 
shall have enough for two days steaming 
the coat of which, including labour, will be 
about five dollars. Barometer going down 
fast, and wind increasing. 

September 17th.—Barometer 29° 15'. Tre-; 
mendoua squalls of wind, and at intervals 
showers of rain. About B a.M. the barometer 
commenced to rise and wind veered round to 
the north and weet, and the swell began to 
set in round Hako Point, and rendered our 
position a little leas pleasant. Veered ooble, 
bent storm-saila aud got up steam in case we 
should be suddenly driven to sea. About 

2.30 r.M. D-was just looking at the chart 

aud considering as to the desirability of 
going to sea, when the ship gave a frightful 
lurch, aud on going on deck we found that 
rollers hod sot in to the bay, and were break- 
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ing close inside us in four fathoms. We 
were lying in six. At first it waa thought 
we could not rst® the anchor, and prepara¬ 
tions were made to slip. But we had a good 
head of steam, and got steerage way on the 
ship—and everyone working with a will, wo 
hauled the anchor up, and put the ship’s 
head to the sea. Up to this time we had 
been broadside on; and keeping a footing on 
the deck waa no easy matter. 

The little vessel steamed out against the 
sea much better than I expected. After get¬ 
ting clear, we had a fair wind and passed 
between Risiri and the mainland at a fine 
rate. The lost 24 hours has been an anxious 

time for D-, and I am bound to oonfesa 

I was not sorry when we got dear of the 
anchorage at Risiri. 

September 18th.—A lovely morning—sea 
gone down—wind fair—fore top-most stud¬ 
ding-sails set. After quarters banked fires 
and bowled along. 

September 20th.—Anchored in Hakodate 
Bay. Found Iron Duke and Frolic. The 
former camo in yesterday, and both have had 
heavy weather. The latter contains the colo¬ 
nel and the paymaster. Verily wonders 
will never cease. Went on board and found 
all the fellows well. Shifted my traps in the 
afternoon and then went ashore. Raining 
hard. Streets filthy. Certainly Hakodate 
was not seen to advantage. Met our pay¬ 
master hunting for curios—not easy to find ; 
and when found abominably dear. Hoard all 

the news. B- is travelling by himself in 

tho interior of Yeaao. 

September 21st.—Walked with G and 

T-to the top of the hill above Hakodate, 

from whence there is a fine view. The 
character of the ground is very similar to 
Gibraltar. A large level plain lios between 
Hakodate Peak and a range of hills to the 
north of Yesso, just as the Neutral Ground 
does between Gibraltar and the mountains of 
Spain. The hills of the Island of Nippon on 
the other side of Tsug&r Straits do duty for 
tho ooa*t of Morocco. Coming down I took 
what I imagined was a short cut fancying the 
rest were following me. I was alone; and as 


it was too much exertion to climb back again, 
I had a solitary walk back to the landing 
place. 

September 22nd.—Find that C-is de- 

terminod to have a theatrical performance on 
board, and I am onlisted. 

September 24th.—Went on Bhore in the 

forenoon with G-. On our return, no 

boat at the landing place; but the captain of 
the P. M. 8. Relief courteously took us off in 
his boat. He said he had seen me before— 
and when I enquired—where ? he replied, 
“In ' Braganzio the Brigand.’ ” 

September 25th.—Band played on shore. 
Tried to get some lacquer, but all I saw was 
too dear. Bought a “ tomtom." 

September 26th.—Our performance went 
off better than I anticipated. Amongst the 
men on board this ship they have some 
“niggers" of great merit. We had not 
many visitor*. 

September 27th.—Loft Hakodate at 5.30 
A.M., with Frolic, Dvarf and Thutle. The 
current being agaiust the sea, and the email 
craft danced about beautifully. During the 
forenoon at target practice. 

September 28th.—Early this morning en¬ 
tered Yaraada Bay—Nambu. The harbour 
was empty when we arrived ; but after ser¬ 
vice the Salamie steamed in, bringing F- 

and St. J- of ours, and Captain P — 

R.N., in addition to the mails. In the after¬ 
noon went with F- for a walk. The 

oountry is exceedingly pretty but the people 
the worst-looking Japs I have seen. 

September 29th.—A regular sporting party 
—but no great amount of success. Captain 

A- and D- went out and bagged 

six brace, but they had a dog. I shall never 
cease to regret not bringing one out with me 
from England. 

Septembor 30th and October 1st.—More 
shooting parties. One of them on the latter 
day met with a little accident which inter¬ 
fered with their pleasure. R-peppered 

a couple of small boys ; and the matter had 
to be arrunged. T- wont on shore with 
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Kog6 as interpreter; and found that no great 
harm had boon done; and a few dollars made 
all straight. 

October 2nd.—Left Nambu at 8.30 a.k., 
with all in company. Came on Tory bad wea¬ 
ther. and the good ship generally so steady 
that almost no motion is felt, was more uneasy 
than she had been during the whole throe 
months I had known her. Some of my 
messmates didn't face their dinner as they 
are wont to do. 

Saturday October 4th.—Last night was 
not one of undisturbed repose. This ship is 
so unaccustomed to put horeelf about for a 
little sea, that ordinary precautions are apt 
to be neglected in the ward-room and cabins, 
against destruction of property. Last night 
she was, for her, quite playful—though still 
sober and staid as compared with what a 
frigate or line of battle ship is capable of 
being under similar circumstances. 13 — 
nearly lost the number of his mess by an 


improperly secured cash box that took to 

walking o' night's. A-'s boots fell over 

his head from a high shelf and nearly sunk 
his beauty to decay for ever. In the gun¬ 
room they had piled their forms &c., in such 
a way that they marched about and smashed 
their pictures and everything they had that 
was breakable, making a horrid crash. The 
ward-room sentry's police lamp also took sn 
unauthorized cruise, and made night hideous 
with its noise. However, whon morning 
came there was a bright blue sky to cheer us. 

At noon to day by observation we were 107 
milee from Yokohama and goiug 8 knots; 
so we had a parting glass this evening, in 
anticipation of our separation on the mor- 
row. And as I pledged them I felt in¬ 
debted to every man I had fallen in with 
in the squadron, from the Admiral down¬ 
wards, lor one of the most agreeable and 
iuterestiug sea-trips it has ever been my good 
fortune to enjoy. 
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THE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


/'~\UR ILLCBTRATIONS tO-.laV RIT of HO home- 
' ly a character as to require little or no 
description. Their subject* explain them- 

selves. - 

“ ARRANGING THE OBI. 

I N Japan, ss everywhere else, the gentler 
sex has the grace to know the power 
of personal adornment. Tastes differ in all 
things ; it may well be therefore that for¬ 
eigners who see the dreas of Japanese maidens 
for the first time, mny perceive no beauty or 
elegance in it Indeed there may be neither 
one nor the other ; yet when nicely put on it 
is more becoming to those to wlioae' nation¬ 
ality it appertains, than any other costume. 

There is a quietness, an nnobtrusivenesa 
abont the drees of the females of Japan, which 
is worthy of all commendation ; yet their real 
love of dress often amounts to a passion. 
They are as particular as to the quality 
of what they appear in as the moat 
fastidious of their European sisters. They 
scan each other critically and make the good 
or bad taste of their friends and neighbours, 
their most frequent theme of conversation. 
Visitors of their own sex are taken to see the 
wardrobe of the visited aa the most interest¬ 
ing entertainment that can be offered to 
them; and even in visiting foreigners, there 
is nothing a lady can show them so interest¬ 
ing as her dresses, especially if they happen 
to be rich and abundant 

The particular vanity of the J&paueso 
female is in the obi, or broad xonc of silk, 
velvet, or some other material, which is tied 
round the body, the ends folding behind. 
Oftentimes the obi costs more than all the 
rest of the dress pat together. 

The obi is worn by all classes ; the poorest 
managing to have something to encircle their 
waists, though occasionally a mere strip of 
cotton cloth. It is not considered respectable 
to appear in tho streets without it. 

PRIEST IN POLL CANONICALS. 


what is more, they “ hots each other ns dear¬ 
ly." One see* in Jn|«n plenty of the rank 
and file of those who serve at the altar, but 
only now aod aguin such an one ns is depict¬ 
ed in the photograph. He seems exactly to 
auswer Oryilcn’s description :— 

Triumphant plenty with n cheerful grace, 

Ituaks in in* (jn, anil sparkle* in fab face, 

H"ir cVek Ida l-»tk, li-.w gr-.dly i» hu mien, 

As liijf lie ».*.» lr-hii.il hi* double chin, 

■ ••••••a 

No lea _ n’d debates molest bi* doauy trance, 

Or uicoumpuM; bis pompon* Ignorance. 

THE 8ELLER OP P0I80N POR RATS. 

HE Ratcatcher sb. a profession may not 
exist here precisely aa it does else¬ 
where ; but it iB not beranse there is no need 
of it-for there is hardly a tenement in the 
country which docs not abound with the dis¬ 
tinctive rodent. It is only a matter of time. 
Already we have heard a Japanese speak of 
tho value of a little Yorkshire terrier he has, 
by the numUr of rets ho can kill iu a 
minute. Civilization will soon produce the 
rat-painted licit so familiar in Old England, 
ss the people get the dogs who delight in t!m 
strife of the rat-pit. As it is there are plenty 
of men who sell specifics for the destruction 
of the vermin, carrying in lieu of the belt a 
tlag with a description of their wares. 

TOMBS AT KAMAKURA. 

N the recent numhers of this Journal, 
much has been said about the city of 
Kamakura, and the residence there of the 
Shogun’s court from Yoritomo downwards. 
The foreigner* who visit the sjiut now find it 
difficult to realize all that it has been. They 
ride there in about two or three horn* from 
Yokohama, see a long straggling village, with 
rather n fine group of temples at the head of it, 
and gape when they ore told that this, three 
centuries ago, urns the “Capital of the Tycoon 
a city with 200,OUU bounca, when Ycdo was 
a mere village anch as Kamakura is now. 



T HE sects among the Buddhists are as | They don't think anything almut its founder, 
numerous as among Christians, and Yoritomo, although he was the first who 
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created the regal power of the Shoguns. 
And althoogh they are within a stono's throw 
of hia tomb, not one in fifty oarea to see it. 
Yet to oar idea, it is the moc.t interesting 
relic of the olden times that the place haa to 
•hew. It ia a plain mow and lichen covered 


stone within a small atone encloenre; and 
close to it are the sepulchres of the Sataama. 
and Choahn chiefs of hia day, the appearance 
of which ia given in the pictnn. The tomb 
oi Yoritomo we gave in one of onr early 
numbers 




THE PERIOD. 

Moitthlt Notm ruou Local Parana. 


A Jarisms itudent who hea been •• study¬ 
ing medicine.” ia, grammar, phrase book and 
the rudiments of the language, for three arsye 
in Heidelberg, lately return od to Japan, and 
was examined by the German professors at the 
kiodical College in Tokei. He was found to 
know so nearly next to nothing of medicine or 
therapeutics, that he could not enter the Col- 
lege. Comment ia unnecessary. Examinations 
of returned students are getting to be a regular 
part of the professors’ duties at tho Kai Kei 
Gakko. Each returned student ia examined by 
a profeaaor who ia a native of the country in 
which the student atudied. With every desire 
to show fair play to the applicants, and not¬ 
withstanding that some hate been abroad three 
or four years, not one haa been able to enter the 
first or aecood claaa. A batch of fifteen students 
who have been ordered home ia expected to 
arrive by the next steamer from America. 
One cannot but feel aorry for the really de¬ 
serving onea who have tried in vain to wring 
knowledge from an intractable foreign lan¬ 
guage: and profit by travel and residence 
abroad, but then they ought never to have left 
Japan, till they were prepared to appreciate 
what they saw and heard. Very worthy scho¬ 
lars who have worked hard at some foreign 
language for three or four yeara in Japan, are 
now waiting for their turn to go to eoe tho 
western world for which they have so long 
prepared So much money haa already boon 
expended fruitlessly, that the chancee of the 
worthy one# are very thin. 

Txi Mainiehi Shimbun aaya :—“In Joeenji 
temple, Yoehida Shinden, Yokohama, there is 
s atone idol wo know not wheu or by whom 
established; and those who worship it are ac¬ 
customed to hope for the removal of ailments in 
their own bodies, by dipping a brush in the 
water of a well close to it, and washing the 
idol on that part of the body where their own 
pain ia. The idol ia so believed in that we 
never puss bv but wc seo foolish people at their 
devotions. \Ve really feel quite ashamed that 


really fed quite ashamed that 


foreigners should see such things—not that we 
blame the mere prayiog - but the baby-play of 
washing the image we object to m folly that the 
Shinto priests ought to put a atop to.” 

Wi visa that a number of loj d officers of 
tho Japanese Army have made a kind of 
counter demonstration, by notifying the War 
Department of their readiness for any service 
the government demands of them. All ia quiet 
in Tokei at present. 

Takashixa Katxmox, a large merchant in 
Yokohama, haa been sent, by the Saibaneho, to 
prison. Particulars hereafter. 

The rec xim at the Custom Houie in Yo¬ 
kohama last month — October—amounted to 
161,601 yen 93 sen 2 rin ; the largest ever 
known ainoe the trade with foreigners began. 
—Mainichi Shimbun. 

Thx roLLowuro is the list of the punishments 
aocordod to the rebellious people of Owek< Ken. 

Capital punishment, ... •.8 

(Ringleaders or murderers of officers ) 

Banishment for 10 years, .7 

Hard Labour, ..621 

Degraded from rank of Samourai 312 
do . „•* „ Priests ... 3 

Pined (62.253 yen 25 sen be¬ 
tween them). 26.514 

Fined (410 yen 25 sen between 

them). 535 

Of all who were taken, 3 people got away, 5 
died, and 9 were pronounced not guilty. 

Is the abac nee of any particular news in the 
city, over and above that which, although moat 
deeply interesting, developea but slowly—the 
changes in the Government:—we will give a 
few extracts from the native preaa. They will 
show tho direction in which tho minds of cer¬ 
tain writers run, under the •♦rictJprohibition of 
comments upou political subjects. 
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Bomb wiskaceb baa been writing to 8s Id, 
saying that 44 The Owen and Hitpn porcelain 
are so improved both in shape and painting as 
to equal that of foreign countries ; but the 
artists use real gold upon them. In a year a 
great deal must be used and ao the available 
quantity for circulation is materially lessened. 
To avoid this loee to the country other painting 
material might be used, but then the quality 
of the article must suffer in estimation of 
foreigners. Old money is now out of cir¬ 
culation, and therefore those who have it 
should sell to the potters and others who use 
gold. Sometimes people hoard their mouey in 
fireproof godownft, and are contdht to consider 
themselves- rich : but money onght to be 'Cir¬ 
culated, and I think an order should be issued 
to the makers of porcelain not to use real gold, 
and to tho rich men to allow their money to be 
circulated. If the moat valuable things are 
hoarded in a fire-proof godown they are of no 
more value than atone or dirt." 4a I it’s reply 
was, that it had nothing to do with'what people 
did with their money, and as to the porcelain 
makers, the quantity they used is eo small 
as not to bo worth consideration. 


Thb Katun Truthi reports that the Empress 
is “ as ladies love to be who love their lords." 
We sincerely trust the information is correct, 
and that her fondest hopes will be realized for 
tho happiness of the Imperial house and the 
good of the country. 

The Kobun Truth i says:—A pretty long tiifle 
has elapsed since treaties were entered into bo- 
tween our empire and foreign countries; and 
since the revolution tho Government has changed 
to the ancient form, and all proclamations 
emanating directly from the imperial centre. 
The Dannie* also have been discharged from 
the office of H an-chiji or Governor of tbeix pro¬ 
vince*, and all provincial governments have 
been united in one. But while these changes 
and others naturally springing from them have 
gone on, there is one thing neglected in the 
general confusion which ought cot to be left 
doubtful: I mean etiquette. This ought to be 
established so that all may understand and 
practise it. 

For instance, there are six classes, among the 
Japanese: viz.. Emperor, Imperial relations, 
Kuazokn or nobles, Shizoku or Samourai, Sotsu 
or class of foot soldier, and common people 
such aa merchants, workmen sad farmers, %ho 
are all now of one class. 

Well now ! There are many different styles 
of dressing the hr s; as, 


Hampatsu, (half hair) the dressing and gather¬ 
ing into acuo on the crown, the forehead being 
shaven. 

So-hstsu, (all hair) dressing it into a cue, 
but no part being shaven. 

Chosen, (tea stirrer made of bamboo) gather¬ 
ing it at the top but not in a cue. 

Sam-patau (scattered hair) dressing it like 
that of foreigners—among whom the hair is cut 
and combed to part to the right or the left or 
in the middle 5 or worn long and combed back; 
or as in some cases dishevelled and disorderly. 

Again ! There are many kinds of clothes; such 
ss :— 

Japanese garment with long collar and loose 
sleeves. Han ten—coat worn by workmen. 

Happi— Coat without sleeves. 

Haori—Coat worn by gentlemen. 

Hak&ma—trowsers worn by samourai and a 
great many others. 

And for the foot :— 

Botta—sandals armed with iron heels, with 
hard leather at the bottom. 

Wooden clogs—high or low. 

Straw sandals —and many others. 

Now, why are not all tbeso things—the hair 
dressing, the clothes and the shoes, not regu¬ 
lated to the several classes ? 

But besides these matters, the rules of per¬ 
sonal etiquette ought to be established. 

See, the majority of our people, when they 
meet an acquaintance, first bow ; then talk 
about the weather—fine or rain, warm or cold ; 
and thoy make enquiries as to the health. 

Or anyone who has his head covered, first 
removes his hat, and then bows to his friend. 

And when one calls at anothor’s house, ho 
stands at the entrance, and cries—“ Tan-.iuu 
and is answered from within 44 Dore T And 
then tho visitor begins to speak of his business 
or the cause of his visit. 

Yet, when we meet our Emperor, or Daijo 
Paijin, or the Ssngi, on tho street, wo hsvo no 
rule for saluting them. Wo don't know what 
to do? 

From what country or at what time, the 
ceremonial rules came to us I know not. Nor 
in what reign the practise of sending letters 
with ths addresses 44 Sams, - " 44 Dono,” 44 Take " 
“HA," according to class. But I have heard 
that a clever ruler of ancient times mad theaee 
rules in order to govern quietly by letting all 
persons distinctly understand their relative 
position ; and to enforce politeness. 

At present — when persons wearing hats 
meet, they do ss they pleaae—either taking it 
off, raising it slightly from the heed, or merely 
touching it with the hand, or even raising ths 
hand without touching it. And those who 
wear gloves, either take them off or not. 
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These are bat examples. There are many 
other ceremonies, of which I havo not apace or 
time to write. 

It were well if the social distinctions could 
be recognised by the hair, the clothes or the 
shoes; but if these may be left for awhile, 
the regulations of etiquette ought to be settled 
at once. 

As the nation is now fast advancing in civi¬ 
lisation, how must we appear before foreigners 
if we have no established rules on so important 

a matter? 

Tex following, from one of the native papers, 
may have more than a passing interest to some 
of oar readers :— 

The most valuable of our productions is raw 
silk, and the next is tea As the quality of our 
tea leaf and our skill in making it is well known, 
a great quantity is bought for foreign countries. 
But of late certain of oar people, thirsty for 
gain, and regardless of the future, hare lowered 
the quality of the make, and brought ruin on 
their own reputation and on all, evon honest 
dealers in the article. 

The Government has paid a good deal of at¬ 
tention to ailk manufacture, and made stringent 
rules in connection with it, but the prepara¬ 
tion has been entirely overlooked by them. 

This is a matter of very great importance, 
and we are glad to hear that a man named Asai 
Riyoho, taking it very much to heart, has es¬ 
tablished a large company under the title of 
8eogi Kwaisha, at No. 18, Ise machi, Tokio, by 
government permission. The company pro-' 
fee s co to be desirous of making profit by pre¬ 
venting the evil above deprecated. The rules 
therefore will be:— 

1st.—That as a guarantee that the tea ex¬ 
amined by this company is of the best selection 
sod manufacture, the stamp of the company will 
be given, one per cent, of the price being 
charged for it. 

2nd.—That if the manufacture is inferior the 
stamp shall not be given. 

3rd.—If the tea, after examination, be slow 
of sale, and the owner shall want money, an 
advancp will be made to him. 

4th.—The rate of interest shall bo 3 per 
cent, for over 1,000 yen, 4 per cent, for over 
100 yen, and five per cent, below 100 yen, the 
period being for 30 days from March to August, 
and for 80 days from September to February. 

5th.—The tea may be fired at any time after 
examination, even when deposited. The ex¬ 
ponas of firing shall bo charged when the tea is 
redeemed. 

Glh.—Should the tea deposited bo not re¬ 
deemed at due date, it will be sold by tender 
letting the owner be the “ go-between" ; and if 


the price obtained be greater than the indebted¬ 
ness, the surplus will be returned to the owner. 

MovairsBo (Education Department), has is¬ 
sued instructions to all Ken and Fu to furnish 
lists of all mineral springs within the limits of 
their jurisdiction; the department being de¬ 
sirous of obtaining full information respecting 
all mineral springs throughout the country. 
The information is to include the eg^ct nature 
of the spring, and as to its temperature at all 
seasons, and the average number of visitors per 
mensem or per annum. Also, how much of the 
water is sold, and what is paid for it. The 
average of the last three years is to be taken. 

Tex ifainicki Shimbun (Yokohama Daily 
News) tells that on the 8th August this year 
one Okada Hayzo, a very generous man living 
at Kugidana, Nihon-baahi, Tokei, visited a silver 
mine in Akita, in company with his partners, 
Inouye Kaora, Inouy* Maseru, Musda Takashi 
Tomiuaga, and ono or two others, with an 
American named Jenin. They returned on 
the 14th October, with several kinds of miner¬ 
als, which are to be analysed at Okada’s house. 
The American mineralogist is 34 years of age, 
and has visited mines in England, France, 
Germany and Spain ; and even speaks the 
languages of thoso countries. 

A bid tale is told in the same journal of a 
young woman who having been married to 
a man with whom she led a most wretched 
life, was st last obliged to return to her family. 
The father, greatly enraged, ordered her to 
apply to a doctor who should produce abortion, 
but the result of the treatment, whilst unsuc¬ 
cessful as to the end proposed, was that her 
mind was quite upset. Her father then in¬ 
creased his cruelty, and at length, on the 18th 
of this month, whilst her parents were absent, 
she destroyed herself by jamping into well. 

Bt the tarelcesness of the breeders, the 
quality of silkworm eggs has of late years de¬ 
clined, to the loss of our own people and 
foreigners. Consequently the Government 
ordered that this year only 1,250,000 cards 
should bs exported, and men were appointed to 
regulate what should be for export and what 
for home use, in each district. This silkworm 
business is the most important in Japan, but 
foolish people ruin themselves b« cause they 
selfishly wish to do a great trade. Now, our 
Government haring made certain rules, the trade 
began to flourish. Many foreigners visit as, 
and good prices wers expected this month; bnt 
to our surprise we see it tall day by day. The 
cause is partly this. The government regulator 
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in Rhimamura, Joahiu, for bin own profit re¬ 
quested government to be allowed to export a 
quantity which hail bora appropriated for home 
uac. Had this been granted the price* would 
hare fallen atill lower. In the Mine Tillage a 
man named lahii brought 0,000: cards of those 
ifttended for country uae, and tho report got 
abroad that they were intended for aalo to for¬ 
eigner*. Tho* foreigner* hold off, and the 
Japanese being auxion* sellors, they have to 
take low pricr*. It is a pity they have no 
patience. For by waiting they could yet better 
price*.— uUm. 

A reads lately occurred between some 
samourai and farmer* in the town of Okuchi 
belonging to Kagoahima Ken. All the inhabi¬ 
tant* of Kagoshima were ordered by Shimodzu 
to abstain from worshipping Shinahiu, but as 
they believed in Shioshiu, a good many of the 
farmers opposed the prohibition, became very 
devout worshippers and attended constantly the 
sermons and ministrations of its priests. The 
Okuchi men hearing what was going on resolved 
that they would not be dictated to in the matter 
of their faith, and sending for tho priests en¬ 
gaged them to preach, and were very attentive 
and eager listeners. 

About thirty aamourai belonging to the Ken, 
perceiving what was taking place, in an excess 
of teal rushed into the place where tho preach¬ 
ing was going on and csrriod off tho priests by 
force, tukiug them to one of their own houses, 
striking them, and charging them as breakers of 
the law. The farmers assembled to tho number 
of about 500 and attacked the aamourai, with 
the object of getting the priest* out of their 
dutches. The aamourai, expecting the attack, 
had provided themselves with guns, and these 
quickly dispersed the farmers, though not be¬ 
fore several were killed and more wounded. 

Thb following is the reconstructed ministry 
up to last night:— 

San jo is not removed, he remains Prime 
Minister of the Left, and may be on duty iu 
two weeks. 

Iwskura is now called Prime Miuister of the 
Right, and is acting for both. 

Okuma is Knngi and Minister of Finance. 

Itn Shiunskc is Kangi and Miuister of Public 
Works. 

Kido and Okubo arc both Sangi with no 
departmental rank. 

Tcnshima is Minister fi t Foreign Affairs ; 
with Yamnguchi and L'yeno an :isri«1a it*. 

Mori Riunori is not :is.«ig ;i .l to any place, 
ho may return to America as Charge d'AlTaircs. i 

Soyrshima out entire! \ 


Saigo relieved as a Sangi and appointed 
General has disappeared. 

Corean and Formosan projects abandoned. 


From hkvexal parts of the country we hear 
of the rejoicings which took place on the Em- 
peror's birthday. At Kofh thoy took a very 
practical turn. Fireworks of admirable devices 
were let off, one being a representation of the 
■un riting—when it gof to a great height there 
was a sudden movement, by which a salute of 
121 guns was imitated, in honour of the oc- 
eaaion. But one of the fireworks was rolled 
“ Tho distributer of literature.” From it fell 
a number of scrap* of paper oach with the 
name of a school book upon it; and whoever 
caught or picked ono up was entitled to the 
book named. Surely none will deny the an¬ 
xiety to ace that instruction is the lot of all 
tho people where it takes such a form as this. 


Turn* is in Omi provinco a village called 
Nak&izumi-mura, from whence good accounts 
have reached us more than once. We have 
heard of tho people as being singularly boa- 
pi I able and liberal-minded. The farmer* 
sro prosperous: and their well-doing nrisss 
from their intelligent recognition of the im¬ 
proved state of things in tho country, and their 
consequent vigorous endeavours to raise not 
only crops, but the largest and the beat crops 
possible of lea and ailk. Looking also at the 
demands of foreigners, they breed cattle and 
horses to meet them; and their character as 
t«ld to ns. is that whatever they do they try to 
do well. If this be true we can well believo 
that much may have been derived from the 
spirit and energy of a Shinto priest who lives 
in the village. 

He has a very large garden, worthy of going 
a long distance to see. There are in it many na¬ 
tural undulatious besides springs and a good sited 
lake, in which are scattered, irregularly, several 
inlands all ornamented with hundreds of cherry 
trees. In one direction a slight alteration in s 
natural rise has been made the means of present¬ 
ing “a distant view ” of Fuji yama to visitors. 
In tho garden there are seats thrown about a* if 
carelessly, and there arc small coffee houses and 
a miniature theatre. The priest ha* generous¬ 
ly uili rid the use of the garden to the Kcncho, 
K»r llie use of the people, and they now fre¬ 
quent it much ns our parks are frequented iu 
Kumpa. This priest's head min* to bo screw- 
on Un.- right way. When will there be such a 
place ns this iu Tokei ? The province of Omi 
is right in the centre of Japan, and tho villugo 
above alluded 1.< is just 140 ri from tho capital. 
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Amoxo th* *' thing* that hnre been ” in Jspan 
are almost all the old festivals. For in*tain*e 
—the 3rd day of the 3rd month, tho 6th of 
6th month, nod the like, ore to be discon¬ 
tinued ; bat the following are still to maintain 
their ground :—Shiehi ya (seventh night) cele¬ 
brated on the 7th day after tho birth of a 
child; Knmioki (growing hair) when tho child 
has reached the ago of 5; Hakamaji (trowaers 
day) at 7 years old, when the young samourai 
assumes his privilege of wearing the much desi¬ 
derated hakamaa, or loose trowaers. These are 
•till permitted, and still observed. 

Poo* YRio we receive information of an 
encouraging character. In all the provinces of 
the Hnk-kaido tho changes being wrought 
through the colonization from the larger island 
of Niphon, are becoming very noticeable. The 
Ainas themselves arc partaking of the change, 
and there will anon bo little difference, if any, 
betwceD the habits of these ]x-ople and of the 
Japanese who hnve lovuM ami ng them. They 
•re now adopting what lia* b'-cn hitherto quite 
unknown among them— liunilr name# :—thus 
Iriraura Kisaburo, Kuiiwa llisiw, in each 
case the first being the f-irmly or surname, the 
other the distinctive name by which heretofore 
they have been known. 

This year ha# been a very favourable one 
for rice and other grains; und all the villages, 
hut pnrticularly those round F-itblaro, tho 
Kaitskushi head quarters, nre full of rejoicing 
snd of confidence in the hit lira. Out curres- 
pondent tells as that to appi>i-iate (he present, 
it should be knnwD> what the district was up 
to two years ago. Tho land was barren ; the 
Ainos wild, and living aolcly on their fisheries. 
It things continue as they have beguu, the 
money apent ou Kaitskushi will not have been 
thrown away. 

O.v thb 28th October, a fire broke out in 
the house of a farmer at Uknwamure in Akita 
Ken. The farmer and his family wore plough¬ 
ing in the field* somo iittlo distance from the 
house; but two childen and a very aged grand¬ 
mother were in the house. The children ran 
out dreadfully frightened but the poor old 
woman woa unable to move. The firo caught 
tho next door; but tho wife of the owner of 
that house, hearing the children's cries respect¬ 
ing tin* gr ind-mother, thought life was more 
important than property, and rushed through 
the flumes into her neighbour's house, took 
the woman up in her arm*, and carried her 
nut: not however without being severely burnt 
herself. Neighbours and ofh.-era came to tho 
•cone verv quickly hut only in time to ace the 
end of this net of heroism, and not in time to 


save anything for the brave woman herself. 
Tho Kencho have presented her with aome 
money ard reported her eonduet to Okurasho, 
ao we hope ahe will nol be a great loecr by her 
generosity. 

Koto Bhohix, the chief priest of tho BiH- 
bist sect Shin-shiu, tho principal temple of 
which is that known as Honganji at Asakusa, 
Tokei, rcturnod last month, after a viait to 
India to see the country from whence Buddhism 
sprung, and afterwards to Europe whither he 
went to enquire into the truth or falseness of 
tbo Christian religion. The only particulars 
connected with his travels which hive yet 
come to light are that his expenses amounted 
to about 110,000. This is a mere trifle how¬ 
ever, for so soon as it was known that he had 
come back the crowds who daily viaited the 
temple to welcome him were so great, that 
their contributions already exceed $30,000. 

From Ysmnssni Knr, we learn that the 
officers are so busily engagod in the duties de¬ 
volving upon them in forwarding tho education 
of the pcoplo, that it has been necessary to es¬ 
tablish a separate office called Kan-noka to 
look after the agricultural affairs of the Ken. 
The people are becoming much improved, and 
many of the old foolish customs have been 
moat unapariogly abolished. 

Tits xcmbkb of Karokn (nobles) recognized 
by government and receiving government sala¬ 
ries is 432. The total amount of their allow¬ 
ances is 967.846 \ kokus of Rice which at 4 yen 
equal $3,871,384! being an average of $8,961 64 
to each per annum, or $746.79 per mensem. 

Thu Bliizoku (samourai) receiving hereditary 
eilariea number 420,579. Their total allow¬ 
ances is 3,786,905 kokus, valao st 4 yen 
$15,147.620—or each per annum $36, per 
mensem $3. 

Besides these there are vast numbers of.pen¬ 
sioners whose distinguished services have en¬ 
titled them to pay. They absorb far more 
than the above specified c lasses. 

SaiRAXZ Tasukr, the Sanji of Sakitama Ken 
has addressed the people of his province in a 
way and on a subject which all foreigners will 
approve. He docs not lcavo them to grope along 
in ignorance, merely sowing their crop# by 
chnnco and leaving to fate whether they may 
have done right or wrong: but he gives them 
figures which shew first how the commerce of 
the country flourishes, and then points out the 
most important productions and encourages 
them to give proper attentiou to them. Ho 
tells thciu that the soil of Japan is naturally 
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good for the culture of the Mulberry and Tea 
plant*; and commend* thoae who have com¬ 
plied with the wiahc* of the government aa to 
their culture; but he points out that many 
persona follow their old ignorant ideas, and 
do not consider whether it is more profitable or 
not, to cultivate them. In order to show prac¬ 
tically their value, he gives figure*, and says 
**the sooner they are understood the better. 
“ At present though tho imports exceed the 
“ exports of Japan, yet the latter are far greater 
“ than ten yean ago; and in the course of s 
“ few years, the exports will equal and perhaps 
“ exceed the imports, and ultimately bo an 
“ important addition to onr wealth. 

“ In 1872 the exporta were 516,848.033.02 
,,.1871 „ ,. 510,369.737.45 

" shewing an increase in 1872 of 5 478,296.17 

“ Already the imports are only of tho value of 
'• 540,000 more then the exports ; *o they may 
•* soon become equal. 

• 4 Of the above total for 1872, the items are 


Value of Silk Ac., 

„ „ Silkworm eggs 

,. „ Tea .. .. 
„ „ Laquer, bronze, 

porcelain and 
other goods 


5,699.606.13 

2,503,504.10 

4,216,687.24 


4,428,335.13 


116,848,033.62 

“ Thus tea and silk form seven tenths of the 
'• export*, and if our people will pay proper 
** attention to them, their increase will itn • 
44 mensely increase the prosperity of Japan." 

Taking the figures as sufficiently exact, we 
strongly commend Mr. Shirane’s practical 
good sense in his appeal to those under his 
charge. 


A aan story appears among the provincial 
newt, which, if true, is certainly very remark¬ 
able. The Kobvn Ttushi give* it as received 
from Fotoz'ki Ken. 

A man whose means of livelihood were in 
his pack horse, left his home one morning late¬ 
ly with his horae, to go to tho labours of the 
day. During hia absence his wife wss very 
busy. She wus also weaning the baby : and as 
it cried very much and wonted the mother to 
take it and give it ita wonted sustenance, the 
woman called her eldest sou, a lad of seven 
years old, and told him to take the child away, 
adding, “ and throw it into the rivernot 
imagining that the boy would have supposed 
her to be aerioua. The boy, however, actually 
did take the child and throw it into the river. 


The mother had no suspicions and thought the 
boy had merely, aa usual, taken the child out 
to amuse it. When he shortly afterwards re¬ 
turned without the child, and in answer to her 
enquiries she received the reply “ I threw it into 
tho river, as you told me," the woman in hor 
anger took up a shuttle belonging to the loom 
at which she was working, and threw it at her 
son. It struck him on the temple, and he fell 
down and expired almoat immediately. 

Seeing what ahe had done the woman became 
well nigh frantic; os the day wore on, and the 
time approached for the return of her husband, 
she could not endure tho thought of telliog him 
what had happened, so went and hanged her¬ 
self in the stable. 

A little after dusk the man arrived at home, 
but his horse started and refused to eoter the 
stable. The man whipped the horse to make 
it go in at the door, when the animal kicked 
out, and struck the man in such a manner,' as 
caused him to die in great agony. 

The 44 rider" of the Kobun Tnuhi is 44 Al¬ 
though we do not know for certain whether 
the above is true—the inspecting officer has 
reported it, and enquiries are being made." 


Turks tsars aoo, on the main street in 
Tokei, there were scarcely a dozen shop* for 
the sale of foreign goods, since that timo, tho 
number has so increased that a Japanese curi¬ 
ously inclined, started from Shimbashi north¬ 
wards to count them. From Shimbashi to Suji 
Kai, there are two hundred and sixty eight 
shops in which foreign goods are sold. From 
nearly all of them native goods are excluded. 
They were as follow*: 

Books .20 

Watches and docks.88 

Varieties.89 

Boots and shoes . 5 

Merchant tailors .31 

UmbrellsB .. 7 

Foreign drinks. 4 

Cutters and filters. 3 

Points . 1 

Canos.. 3 

Chnhrs and desks . 6 

Machinery etc. 2 

Hardware, locks . 3 

Harness . 2 

Trunks and carpet bags .. .. 2 

Total.268 

No one will be surprised at the number of 
variety shops, nor oven at the proportion 
of tailor's ahopa, but the number of places 
in which time-pieces are aold is extra¬ 
ordinary and we take it as a good omen 
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for the future habits of punctuality among 
the natives. If the twelve o'clock gun in the 
castle wen to be a little more exact, it would 
help on the good work which the clocks an 
doing. We do not ask it to split seconds, but 
it ought to bo fired on the second that marks 
twelve o’clock precisely which is not always 
the case. The number of shops for the sale of 
foroign books is encouragingly fair, and we 
might be tempted to believe that fonign drinks 
wen not in demand, did we not know that in 
most of the variety shops, all kinds of wine 
and brandy an sold. Of course wp take the 
charitable view of the matter, and suppose the 
labels on the bottles to tell the truth, but no 
sane men would swear that the bottles really 
contain what they say they do. When all the 
new shops an occupied the numbers of shop¬ 
keepers who vend fonign wans will doubtless 
increase still further. 

Tvs VoAun, Iwakura, has notified that 
an Exhibition in London, will be held yearly; 
and that all Japanese who desire to exhibit 
should notify their Cho Officer, who will com¬ 
municate with the Exhibition committee, up to 
the end of this month. 

A doctor in the Aichi Ken has invented s 
rice-pounding machine, by aid of which one 
girl is able to do the work of eight persons 
under the old system. The price of the ma¬ 
chine various according to sise from 60 riyoe 
up to 100 riyos. 

On tbs 7th instant, the Empress and 
her Mother left the palace at Akseaka 
about 10 a.v., and took a drive round T&ka- 
nawa. When they reached Kumtir&zaka close 
to the Kankoriyo of Kobusho. t!ie horses took 
fright through s portion of the harness giving 
wsy, and all were pitched over a bank into a 
pond. Fortunately their Majesties wero not 
hurt at all, though somewhat alarmed. One of 
the horses was drowned, and the carriage much 
damaged. Their Majesties ©u being rescued 
from a most perilous position, were taken into 
one of the offices of Kobusho—where propor 
means having been taken for restoring thorn to 
their personal comforts, and a fresh carriage 
obtained, they returned to the palace, airiving 
at 2 rj. 

A ms near occurred at a recent fire which 
broke out in tbs yashiki of Kazoku Asnno. 
There were firemen from both the first and 
second divisions, snd when the fire had been 
got under, they got up a quarrel upon some 


trifle that had happened during the confusion. 
At last the excitablo temper for which these 
classes ere notorious was aroused, and whilst 
some belaboured each other with fire-hooks— 
ugly weapons to plsv such s game with—others 
threw tiles from the roofs of houses on their 
foes. The police ultimately arrived in sufficient 
force to stop the outrage, but the people whose 
roofs had been robbed for missiles, were any¬ 
thing but silent under their sorrows. 


Frok Giro—Mino country—* skilfnl and 
enterprising farmer named Nags wo addresse s 
the husbandmen throughout the Empire. He 
has discovered a very novel manner of enrich¬ 
ing hie rice-fields There is a kind of river fish 
called Koi; and observing their habits, he con¬ 
ceived a notion that they might be utilissd, as 
they disturb the mud and the water in such a 
way, as to benefit the rice-plsnt whilst pre¬ 
venting any grass or weeds from growing. 
The fish grow very quickly if not over-crowded, 
and the field with them in it reqnires no weed¬ 
ing or attention. Two or three to each tenbo of 
land are sufficient—beyond that they are injuri¬ 
ous Not only is the crop much heavier that is eo 
fertilized, but a profit is also gained on the aale 
of the fish. 

At Phimura, near Itsbsahi, a poet station 
on the outskirts of Tokei, an accident hap¬ 
pened of a somewhat remarkable character. 
The road descends towards a small precipice 
snd toms sharp round as the brink is neaiwd, 
so that great care has to be taken with all 
loaded vehicles, both ascending snd descend¬ 
ing- A few days since, a Japanese ws* riding 
in a jinrikiaha, and at this sp> t the aolie was 
unable to atop the vehicle, or, being within 
the shafts, to escape from it The jinrikiaha, 
coolie and rider, all went bodily over the 
bank. The ooolie was stunned and lay there 
fora while aa if dead. The p Asenger (post 
have been unhurt, ae he managed to get away 
without paying any attention to the ooolie, 
who, however, on returning conecinosneea, 
imagined that he had ce>t inly caused the 
death of his unfortunate fare, and when he got 
home, after recounting the manner of the ac- 
cident, thinking he would be eeverely punished 
went and hanged himself. The antlioritiee 
find great fault with the' man who took ad¬ 
vantage of the elanned condition of the 
coolie, to bolt without paying his fare ; but eo 
far as we can lean., the only step they have 
taken in connection with the accident it to 
order that in future no jinrikiaha shall 
use that particular road. 
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A most disgusting fact has come to oar 
knowledge, which the notice of the authorities 
ought to be emphatically called to. 

At tho burial ground of persons beheaded 
at ToW, tho bodies are interred so near the sur¬ 
face, and with so little soil over them ; that the 
dogs habitually tew them up and devour them. 
We hod heard of this as being an especial 
feature of the Yedn execution grounds in 
days gone by; but we did not expect it existed 
now-a-days, and close to Yokohama. So great 
a taste hare these d»gs for human flesh, that 
if they cannot get it from the graves they 
become dangerous; and as lately as with¬ 
in a few days at Tobe, fourteen of them at 
tacked a child—and injured it so severely that 
it had to be taken to the Native Hospital, 
and placed under the caro of Dr. Simmons. 
The father of the lad who attempted to drive 
t^e dogs off, was also attacked and much 
injnred. And a man who rosened the child 
was also torned upon, but m he was not him¬ 
self seriously hurt, and has not been seen 
since, the people say he was a god. 


Amomo tub many pleasant things that oc¬ 
curred on the anniversary of the Emperor’s 
birth day was the opening of the new double- 
arched stone bridge at the end of the Tori, or 
Main street. As we noticed iu our columns 
tome months ago, the Sujikai Go Mon had 
been taken down, and the stone of its buttresses 
uidized in the erection of this new bridge. The 
strength and stability nf the old wooden structure 
leading across the small river from the Sujikai gnte 
have been severely taxed of late, as the wo den 
bridge next above it was carried away by the tai- 
fun and flood of September, and all the traffic and 
passage has since had, of nrcessitj, to be over 
the remaining well-worn old wooden bridge. 
The dgbris and mud made a frightful place to 
pass in wet weather, and the opening of the 
new stone bridge was anxiously looked for both 
by pedestrians and those who travel by jinrikisha 
or trap. Great efforts were put forth, night and 
day, to complete the work, which was ready for 
public use on Monday morning. The Dew bridge 
is of dressed hard stone, with stout posts and 
heavy railings of granite. It is very neatly and 
substantially built and it wide enough for large 
carriages to meet upou, with room at the sides. 
The posts are capped with copper. The river flows 
through two semicircular arches. The name 
of the new bridge is Yorodzu Yo Bashi or 
“ Bridge of teu thousand Reigns.” It looks as 
though it might last that long. Por the sake of 
such improvements as this in the capital, one 
can pul up with a little inconvenient e and delay, 
and to see such really flue anti iluiablc work is 
not ouly cheering, but argues well for the future 


architecture of Tokei. We hope to see msny 
more stone bridges Uke the place of the decay- 
iug old wooden oues which prevail in the 
capital. 


Udauim Iwaxoua, on the 88th init., issued 
a notification to the effect that the treaty which 
was made with China in the 7th month of the 
year before lost, having been only temporary, 
it is replaced by the treaty which was made m 
July this year. 


On thb same day he published the decree 
that officers connected with national temples, if 
they are dismissed or die after serving the full 
term of four years, shall themselves or their re¬ 
presentatives, receive an amount equalling half 
a year’s salary. The government will pay it iuto 
tlm hands of the Cho Yakunin. 


A Samocxai in the employ of the KaiUkushi, 
writes the following sensible letter to the Nit- 
thin Shinjithi -,— 

" I see from many newspapers, that Samourai 
of several ken are desirous of returning their 
hereditary allowances to government, consider¬ 
ing it an evil that they should lake government 
support without earning it. Yet they are unable 
to turn merchant for they have no capital; and 
they cannot be farmers because they have no 
land, nor mechanics because they are without 
the necessary cleverness. They are therefore 
obliged to continue to be Samourai even against 
their will. 1 also see that several samourai have 
become merchants, but they are easily taken iu 
by cunning fellows who perceive their inexper - 
enc* j and they are finally obliged to break up 
their families, the females to go out as servants 
and the men to hard work. 

Por these reasons, samourai are afraid of 
changing their condition. But 1 can tell them, 
that in Yeso, is plenty of very good aud fertile 
land which will gladly welcome them. Here, 
millet, rape, beans, bemp, barley, wheat, buck¬ 
wheat and sorghum repay the industry of the 
husbandman. They are just the same as in 
Oshiu, the hemp in particular being longer than 
that of foreign countries. 

it is well known to every one that Yeso is 
the northern gate of Japan ; and Kaitakushi is 
very anxious for the occupation of the land, that 
the Russians, who Imve often broken or will 
break international law may be kept out. 

To remove the anxiety of Kaitakushi, colonials 
must lx encoumgrd. And as colonists inert sc 
in number, the contempt of the Russians will 
disappear. If those samourai who are ouly pre¬ 
vented turning farmers for want of land come 
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Iiere, ami (urn lo upon this fertile land, the 
government will lint only rejoice, but it will 
exactly fit in with their withes. 

Let such samourai make up their minds. Let 
(hrin come to this fertile land of eao. Let 
them not delay, but come over quickly. I assure 
ihrm that it is a firm foundation hr their family 
and descendants. Delay not—Come to Yezo, 

IYU8A. 

Kailakushi, Awoyama, 

Told, 2!Kli October, 1873. 

A *ow recently took place at one of the thea¬ 
tres in Tokei. A play called " Momovama Mo- 
nogatori ” was being performed, the principal 
person in whii-h is Kato Kiyomasa—the nephew 
and pnli&6 of Taico sama. The artor who im¬ 
personated the character is a very clever man 
named Kaw -rasaki Gonnosuke ; and so lifelike 
wnt his acting that it seemed sa if the real 
Kivomnai was himself there. The theatre was 
very crowded, and whilst all seemed delighted 
with the performance a few suddenly burst out 
Iniiirhing and said contemptuously that knwara- 
Buhi was not equal lo his part; on which a re¬ 
gular quarrel ensued among the audience, and 
the performance waa obliged to be stopped.— 
MiunuJti Shimbun. 

Wb PUBUSiiSO yesterday the report given by 
the Mainiehi Shimbun, respecting the mineral 
specimens brought from Akita, Oahiu. It ap¬ 
pears that among others one mine ia lo idstone. 
They also visited in Xekimum in the same pro¬ 
vince an iron mine, the quantity of which is good. 
A gold mine in Shirone not now in work, but 
which formerly yielded largely. A copper mine 
at O-owase which Japanese miners reported to be 
poorer than that of Ani, but might be profitably 
worked. A copper mine at Ani which is great and 
prosperous looking. (The reporter adds “ but I 
am too lazy to describe it minutely.) A silver 
mine at Kosaka, being that lafelv discovered by 
Oshima, an officer of Kobusho. ia the best one 
in Japan. All the above were visited by the party. 

WE ARE not Barpriscd to hear that great 
discontent exists among the cultivators of 
Silkworm* Eggs this year, on account of the 
official interference which has in some in¬ 
stances led to heavy losses. 

A paragraph in one of Tokei papers tells 
of a complaint uttered by the people of Kiku- 
chin proviroe, who have been very heavy suf¬ 
ferers. The reason they allege is, thsd tho 
officer who hail the management of the cards, 
did not give sufficient cards to the producers ; 
acting ou his own julgment, irrespective of 


the demands sent in. The cards delivered by 
hitu were far short of what were asked for, 
and the result was that the farmers did not 
know what to do with the seed. They used 
up any cards they could get, but were forbid¬ 
den to sell any but those which were officially 
provided, either for exportation or home use. 
The outcry is a very just one; and as a simi¬ 
lar one comes from several districts, it ought 
to have the effect, if anything will, of deter¬ 
ring government from such injurious meddling. 
Surely better things ought to be expected 
from Oknraa, the present head of the Finance 
Department. 

One ok our native contemporaries relate* 
with a certain degree of asperity, a small in¬ 
cident, which had it happened in a foreign 
country would have been judged very diffe¬ 
rently. It appears that on the Emperor's 
birthday, a man shewed hie loyalty by erect¬ 
ing a booth in the street known as Minami 
Jimpo-cho, Tokei, and offered the passers by 
sak4 and fruits, in honour of the day. At the 
back of the booth he had the five Chineee 
characters *• Mikado, Mutt’ Hito, Ten no.” 
The editor seka why did this n an adopt so 
impolite a manner to celebrate the day? If 
he desired to let people know how loyal be is, 
he ought to have been content to write some 
other aud more poetical words than these. 

AxotfO the provincial news in the native 
papers, is a paragraph from Hameda Ken. 
Two persons were c- ndemned to imprisonment 
with hard labour, for crimes committed. In 
the case of one, his son, a boy of 11 years of 
age, in the oil er, a daughter aged 17 years, 
petitioned that they might be allowed to 
endure the punishment for their respective 
fathers. The judge and Kenrei, happily were 
inexorable, aDd decided that the meo should 
maelves the bear t he consequences of their 
transgressions, and refused both of the applica¬ 
tions. But the filial affection of botn the 
boy and girl ure highly commended and held 
up to admiration. 

It would be a grand country to live in, if all 
fellows who take a fancy to steal swords aud 
attack foreigners, should be allowed to plead 
madness; and if ruffians could be released 
from punishment on condition of their children 
bearing- it in their stead. 

Printed and jtnUitheA far tie proprietor! by 
JAMES It. ANGLIN, tit the " Japan Gazetts" 
P/ intmy Ufier, Ail. bi, Mao* Strut, Itiaiama, 
Japan. 
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KIJIN O'UATBT. 

TRANSLATED FROM THE JAPANESE 

{Continued fronx page 103.) 

^ FAM “ of l v 'j' a O’^IttUE 1 and her 
now widely spread; but 
at this period ehe was compelled 
' 1 .4 k v for awhile to withdraw from the 
* active prosecution of her plans, by 
the birth of a son, whose father was the hus¬ 
band who had so suddenly espoused her, 
at the celebration at which ehe was the 
chosen sacrifice. Overjoyed with the circum¬ 
stance, she longed now to accomplish her 
ends quickly, that she might seek her hus¬ 
band, of whom she did not even know the 
name. The child Beemed as she looked 
fondly u|>on him, to recall the features of bis 
father, on whoso memory ehe dwelt unceas¬ 
ingly. But her anxiety to present her boy to 
his parent could not make her forget the first 
duty devolving upon her—that of avongiug 


bor own fathor’s death. She became more im¬ 
patient than ever to meet Nataiue Danjo, and 
again betook herself to accomplish this object. 

One day she saw a samourai seated by 
himself on a resting place near Kasamatax’ 
mountain, llis followers had gone bock to 
tha last town passed through to recover 
something lie had left there. 8he was forci¬ 
bly struck with the appearance of one of his 
swords, and going round about, appeared a 
short distance before him, throwing herself 
down within his sight, as if in great suffering 
from a sudden attack of illness. Attracted 
by her movements, he ran towards her, and 
asked what was the matter? “Oh! kind 
Sir, help me,” she said, " “ help me ; I am 
dying.” And she groamed sadly. Little 
knowing how to act, ho would have been 
glad to find assistance, but she said to him, 
“ 1 am a girl living about a mile furthor on 
the road; and I am taken so ill that I cannot 
walk home. It is iudeed too bold to ask you 
to support mo to my house.” 
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Tliou the traveller thought to himself that 
a* it was g®tting dark it was unlikely that 
thoro would be any more travollors passing, 
and if ho abandoned the sick soman she would 
lie liable to booorao a prey to wild animals. 
no therefore hold out his hand to assist her, 

O’Mat**' was graceful in all she did. She 
b woolly took his proffered hand, and said, 

" If you had not come along the road I 
might hare died. Surely fortune favours me 
in sending you.'* She rose as if with diffi¬ 
culty; and rather staggeringly; and he had 
to support her to lead her as he supposed to 
her native village. They had proceeded about 
half a mile in this way, when their progress 
was stopped by a river which crossed the 
road. 

Hero was an obstacle altogether unlooked 
for by himself. " Ha!" he aaid, " this is the 
first time I have travelled upon this rood, 
ami I did not know of this stream. It iB im¬ 
possible to cross, as I am quite ignorant of 
its depth.” O'Matsz’ replied, "That need 
not slop you : I know it well, as I have often 
crossed it by myself. Yet now, dear Sir, I 
am really sorry to be so troublesome to you.” 

"Oh," returned he, "if a girl like you 
has crossed it, assuredly it cannot be an ob¬ 
struction to me.” ITo therofore raised her 
on his shoulder, and boldly ontered the 
water, taking the direction she gave him. 

It was now a bright moonlit night; and as 
they got towards the middle of tho stream, 
she guided him into a deeper part, in order 
that hi* progress might bo slower, and that 
•die might have bettor opportunity of oxamin- i 
iig hj* *wimls. She hud from the first had 
her suspicions that the long ono was that sho 1 
sought; and now her Minuint were con¬ 
firmed. .Sim wa* satisfied that this wan noiio 
other than the man she was socking—Natsiur i 
Danjo himself—the murderer of her I'm her. 
She had recognized the sword. 

Addressing him coldly, she said. " Pardon i 
mo that in my suffering 1 did not know you; 
but now the moon shines upon you. I fancy 
you aio a gentleman I onco know. Are you 
not Xatamil- Danjo Snma?” 

"Yes. indeed I am;, said he, " aud pray 
who are you v ” 


Then quickly drawing her dagger from its 
sheath among the folds of her dress, she said 
in a deop voice— "You cannot forget that 
you were the murderer of my father.” And 
she buried the dagger to the hilt in his 
breast, so that he fell; and she relieving him 
of her weight, both of them got with a groat 
deal of struggling to the opposite bank of 
the river. 

Natem6 felt that his wound was fatal; but 
considering that his kindness bad been be¬ 
trayed, he raised his voice as loudly as he 
oould, and said:— 11 So ! your sickness was 
only pretended for the purpose of misleading 
roe ? I oan only regret that I believed your 
deceitful words. But how it it that I am the 
murderer of your father ? Whose daughter 
are you?” 

" 1 am the daughter of Adachi Taro whom 
you murdered long ago; and my name is 
Kijin O’Mataz’.” 

" ’Tie trueho replied. " He was a 
robbor and I killed him by order of my 
chief; you have no right therefore to call me 
your enemy. I am mortally wounded, and 
hare not many moments to live, but still 
I have strength to match a girl like you.” 

So saying, he tried to stand before her and 
to draw his sword; but he was powerless ; 
whilst she, drawing her own sword, quickly 
dispatched him. 8ho then took hia swords, 
and examined them by tho light of the moon; 
and finding the one Bhe had so anxiously 
desired to recover, she took it and returned 
slowly to her Lome. 

Having now avenged her father’s death, 
sho had yet one other duty to perform. 
K»*aku still remained to bo punished. Sho 
ordered lier retainers to bring him and his 
family to her loaded with chains; and that 
very night they were presented before hor. 

The next morning at tO o'clock, O’Matsz’, 
sitting on the floor, called for Kosaku, his 
wife and daughter. >Sho was surrounded by 
her retainers, their hands on their awor<l*. 
And the poor prisoners knelt on tho ground 
in tho yard outside the house. 

G'Mutsz' asked them. " Do you remember 
mo?"* and added:—"I atu tho young girl, 
who stopjicd at your house a fow days, and 
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whom you 10 cruelly deceived by causing to 
be sacrificed instead of your own daughter, 
taking advantage of the reeemblanco between 
us. This was an action to false and detest¬ 
able that I shall adjudge you the punishment 
due to your wickedness. Know then, that I 
am the woman named Kijin O'Matai*. Raise 
your eyes and look well at me.” 

They did as she bade them, and were filled 
with consternation. 8he was indeed the girl 
who had been chosen as the sacrifice, through 
their duplicity. They turned white as snow, 
and for some minutes could not speak a word. 
At last Kosaku humbly and faintly im¬ 
plored forgiveness, expressing tho deepest 
regret. 

O'MaUs* smiled when she looked on their 
terror-stricken countenances and told them 
it was too late now to seek forgiveness. 

" But,” she oontinued, *' bend to my will and 
I will pardon you.” Then observing the 
happy look of relief that passed over them 
when thoy heard this, she said:—‘‘I shall 
be sorry to have called you from your homes 
for nothing. Pray stay and partake of some 
fresh meat.” Then turning to her retainers 
she ordered them to behead the daughter: 
and her command waa obeyed. She then 
told them to decapitato the mother, and it 
was dons. Ths two heads ware then plucod 
on a clean apron before Kosaku, and 
O'Mataz’ addressed him:—"Eat; and whoa 
you have done so you 6hslt join them.” Tho 
retainers at a signal given, began to probe 
him with the points of their awords; lightly 
but incessantly; until his agony increased 
mors and more, and at la*t he fell dead in 
extreme agony. 

O'Matas’ now felt satisfied. She had 
avenged her father’s death ; and the treachery 
that had been played upon her. ' Now,” 
thought she, "I do not care who knows tho 
truth about my doings in Himegami moun¬ 
tain.” She therefore set the girls, whom she 
had ooustrained to remain with her, free, and 
permitted them to go to their homes. She 
ordered them not to tell of her present hiding 
pinto, on pain of death ; and she gavo them 
in charge of hor band to see them to their I 
home- and restored to their friend-*. 


It was a very few hours after these trans¬ 
actions were concluded, when a retainer 
rushed furiously into hsr presence, and told 
hor to fly for her life; as Adachi Morikuni, 
tho daimio whose vassal the slain Natame 
was, had assembled his clansmen to seek for, 
and if found, to capture her. 

With the decision of character which dis¬ 
tinguished her, she ordered all hsr band to 
disperse and look to their own safety. 8he 
knew that her description had been publish¬ 
ed and a large reward offered for her appre¬ 
hension. Remembering the likeness between 
herself and ths daughter of Kosaku, she 
sent for the clothes of the poor girl, and dis¬ 
guised herself in them, and put her own 
clothes on the headless body, leaving it with 
the head beside it, as if she had been be¬ 
headed by hor retainor*. 

With these precautions taken, she took her 
departure with her boy ; and soon after she 
left tho house, Morikuoi’s soldiers cams upon 
it, and rushed in, making sure of their prey. 

They were disappointed. All they found 
was tho sorry sight of three corpses, which 
seemed to have been beheaded only a short 
time before. One of these corpses was sup¬ 
posed, from the descriptions, to be that of 
O’Matsx’ herself. Thoy therefore returned to 
their master Morikuni, with the joyful tidings 
that they had aeon hor dead body. 

As to O'.Matsx’, when she escaped from 
Ka»umaUx mountain with hor son, remem¬ 
bering that hor husband, whose very name 
she did not know, had told her be lived at 
Miyagi, she prayed that her steps might bo 
directed in safety, and started for that place. 
Arriving at tho towu sho went up and down 
hoping to see him, but without success. 
Then sitting down in front of a good looking 
private house, her bov, Matz'laro, began to 
cry for very weariness, and she found it im¬ 
possible to stop him. She did all sho could 
to soothe—all sho could to amuse him : but 
without effect. At length, a gentleman, with 
a strnngo uncertain step, carno out ot tho 
house, and advancing towards them. a-decd 
what was tho matter with tho child? and 
gavo him a cake ho had brought out. This 
pariliod tho litthf fellow, and tho mother 
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looked up to thank the gentleman. The 

To my surprise, however, the woman, O'Matsx’ 

! 


moon shone upon him, and aho recognised 

came to me, and taking me out of my con- 

1 


her beloved. 

fioement led me to her plaoe of residence. 



Falling on her knees before him, she 

I told hor my sad story and of my mis- 



raised her voice and said, " It is Ood's bless- 

fortune in having been selocted as the oacri- 



ing by which the child was made to cry, and 

fice; and she replied kindly and soothingly, 

* { 


so I am favoured with thus happily meeting 

telling me she would avenge me on Kosaku 



my husband and my boy’s father. I am 

and hie family. 



very glad to eeo you, Sir, in good health.” 

Whilst staying at her house, I gave birth 



The gentleman thought awhile ; then said : 

to your son; and whilst every day I looked 



—“ As I lost my sight a few months ago and 

on him, and saw your well-remembered imago 



I am unable to look upon your face, pray let 

reflected in every feature, I longed to shew 



me know who it ia that claims me as her 

him to you quickly. Alas! I did not even 



husband and the father of her child ?” 

know your name; but as you had told mo 



On hearing of his loss of sight, she burst 

you lived at Miyagi, I havo tried for weeks 



into tears, and said sorrowfully, “Truly I 

to find you, and have been unsuccessful until 



am unfortunate to find yon so afflicted, and 

now. Indoed it is by the divine blessing 



that you cannot see and recognise me. Do you 

that we have met at lut.” 



not remember me at the celebration of Hi me- 

8o saying, her tears poured forth like rain, 

1 


garni mountain ? ” 

for the joy of this meeting; and she em- 



“Ha,” exclaimed be, “are yon the dear 

braced her husband fondly; whilst he, no 

j 


girl who was deceived by Koeaku? This 

less happy, and also with tearful eyes, felt 



ia indeed a delight to me that we moot again 

hor face with his hands, and similarly mado 



so unexpectedly. Corns in. I have longed 

acquaintance with bis boy, saying:—“I am 

i 


for you night and day.” 

very pleased with your goodness towards me, 



Then entering, he weloomed her, and said: 

and atn sure we were intended for each other 



—“ I was very sad when I saw you left as 

on Earth and in Houvon. And now let me tell 



a sacrifice at the temple, and would have 

yo' ::.at your benefactress, Kijin O’Matsx', 



gladly delivered you; but the guards wore 

with wonderful vigour for a woman, has not 



too numerous, and it would have boon mod- 

only slain tho robber and his eon at Himcgn- 

1 1 


ness to attempt it. After a time, I learnt 

mi-yuma, and revongod horeolf on NuUz’mo 



that a woman named Kijin O'Mater' had 

Danjo, tho slayer of her father, but having 



killed the chief of a band of outlaws, who 

moved to her hiding plaoo in Kasamataz' 



had been the receiver of the maidens who 

mountain, proparod to destroy the great 



wero sacrificed ; and ever since, I have hoped 

princo Adachi Morikuni. This news having 

i 


and waited anxiously to meet you again. 

reached Morikuni, he sent a forco to Kasa- 



And now my great joy is fulfilled. But alas ! 

mats*' to defeat her plan, but O’Matez’ and 

l 

1 

I uauuot eeo your lovely and well-remembered 

all her followers escaped before the soldiers 



face. I suppose you were released by that 

arrived. They found the body of a female 



blessed woman O'Matsx’. I pray yon, tell 

who had been beheaded, and behoving it was 



me all about her and about your rescue.” 

O'Matsx’ herself, thoy left, satisfied that she 



And now caruo a groat trial. She feared 

was dead. After a few days, however, tho 



to reveal herself aa the very O’Matsr’ of 

mistake was discovered, and it became known 



whom he enquired; for she thought he would 

that the body found waa that of the daughter 



oonaider her actions cruel and unfeminine and 

of Kosaku. So now they have published a 

1 


take a disliko to her. She thoreforo answered 

full description of hor, and are searching for 


j 

guardedly :— " Aftor the choioo of the god 

her in every direction. 8he is, I really be- 


1 

had fallen on me that evening, and I was 

lieve, the mightieet woman the world ever 



left in iho box in the temple a compulsory 

saw. Perhaps you know where she is;— 


1 

sacrifice, I prayed loudly though hopolo«ly. 

whither sho lias go no to elude the pursuit of 

_ 



_ 1 
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her onomiee;—what kind of sword she carried, 
and whether it was a Kikuivhi-monji,* and 
about three feet long ? ” 

These words smote her to the heart. After 
a little hesitation, she replied that all this 
was news to her, sod that, being only a 
thoughtless young woman, she had not ob¬ 
served the sword, nor its length; but she 
hoped that the gods would protect O'Matez', 
for the great kindoees she had experienced 
at her hands. 

“But now," said she, “I must ask you 
a^out youaelf and family. First, I want to 
know my husband's name. You told me just 
now, that we were made for each other, so 
you will no longer withhold it from me." 
The man answered cheerfully:—“That is 
true, but I have a reason for not giving you 
my true name, beoause I have a great an¬ 
xiety to regain my original rank. At pre¬ 
sent, therefore, it would be injurious to me 
to reveal it, as if it became known abroad, 
my plans might bo thwarted; and I should 
lose the importance attaching to me in this 
neighbourhood. Though you are indeed my 
wife, yet I beg of you to wait a moVe fitting 
opportunity.” 

8ho now felt very curious to know who he 
was; and wondered at hia enquiry respecting 
the sword of O’Matsx’ boing a Kikuichi-monji. 
Undoubtedly it was; and sho herself had it, 
having taken it from Notsm6 Danjo. How- 
over, as her husband was sightloss, he did 
not discover it; and they lived together for 
several months, without knowing each others* 
true names. She was always keeping her 
eye* and her earn open to take advantage of 
anything which should help her to the dis¬ 
covery she so pined for. 

Things went on quite quietly with them, 
until one day she found a picture in a cup¬ 
board, which she at once recognised as her 
own portrait, and with it were letters ad¬ 
dressed hy hia friends to her husband, by the 
narao of N stem 6 Sirosaburo. A light burst 
in upon her. This must be his true name, 
and he must be none other than the son of 
Natsme Danjo; and either he refused to t»*ll 

• Nsmc of a celebrated swonl-am 'b. 


her so, suspecting her to be O'MattV, or 
hoping to obtain from her some information 
by which he might be enabled to trace the 
whereabouts of his father’s murderer. She 
now saw why ho had asked abo it the sword ; 
and soon resolved on the course she would 
pursue. Sho would tell him her true name, 
lay the sword at his feet, and submit to be 
slain by him in revenge for his father. 

Whilst thinking on these matters, ehs 
heard a well-known signal from outside the 
house. Fastening her dress, she went out, 
and found one of her retainers who had coma 
to tell her that Adacbi Monk uni had suspi¬ 
cions respecting hor, and was preparing to 
surround the house with his men. lie urged 
her therefore to seek safety in flight “ Nu," 
sho said, “I will resign my life; I will not 
attempt to escape. If, howevar, any of my 
band are with you, thank them for their 
fidelity, but do not stay hera any longer, aa it 
will bo dnngorous for you ” Finding bar 
determined, the man left her, and, with hia 
oomrades, followed her inatructiona. 

O’Matxz' now went into the house, and 
taking the swdtd in her hhnd, seated herself 
by the aide of her blind husband. She 
then gently said to him, “ I have learnt jour 
real name. Is it not Natsme Sirosaburo?” 
Starting as she spoke, he answered, 

" Yes! that is my name. But how did you 
become acquainted with it ? ” 

“Do not be vexed,” she responded mourn¬ 
fully, “Ifyou are indeed be, I have some¬ 
thing to offer you.” 

Then placing the hilt of the sword in hia 
hand, having drawn it from its sheath before 
she sat down, and directing the point of the 
blade against her own body, ahe thrust her¬ 
self upon it, and said as she fell writhing 
with pain, and in broken accents:— 

“ You may now regain your position by 
the recovery of the eword you have sought 
for, and you can publish to the world that 
with it you slew me.” 

As soon as the sword entered her abdomen, 
the blood spurted out, and somo of it fell on 
bis eyes, and ho delightedly felt himself, as 
by a miracle, restored to sight. But his triad- 
neas turned to sorrow, wheu he bohold his 
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wife in auoh sad condition ; and loudly wail¬ 
ing, called upon her to say why she had 
been so rash as to oommit suicide, aakirig her 
if it were through accident or from madness ? 

“No, my dear husband," she murmured, 
?** neither one nor the other. I was not de- 
Tanged in mind, nor hare I mado any mis¬ 
take. It was necessary that I should die by 
your hand." 

He did not at all understand her meaning 
—but his eye falling on the sword, he at 
oatrmw that it was the much coreted Kiku- 
Jehi-monji. 

“ Ah !” he said, “sinoe by your means I 
liare recorered this sword and shall now re¬ 
gain my rank, I must implore you to explain 
why you have acted so cruelly to me, as to 
kill yourself.” 

“Alas! my lore," she replied, “you are 
right. Your question is but reasonable. I 
ooncealed my true name, fearing lest you 
should regret me as a cruel, heartless woman. 

I am the ohief of the robbers ! My name is 
Kijin O'Mat**’! I dwelt on^he mountain of 
Kasamatc', and with my own hand slew your 
father, Natam6 Danjo; though I did not 
know he bore that relationship to you. Still 
I killed him; and it ia to obtain your pardon 
that I hare committed suicide.” 

He listened to her words with overwhelm¬ 
ing grief. 

“Oh, why," cried he, as the team fell from 
hia eyee upon her prostrate form, “ why did 
I not reveal my true name to you? You 
have made a great mistake ; for though our 
namee are the same, we belong to different 
branehes of the family. Alas! alas! this is 
all my fault, and how can I atone for it ? 
My deareet, I was originally a subject of 
Trince 8hiba, and this sword wae one of hia 
treasure*. It was my father's duty to guard 
it, but one night, the sword was stolen by 
• robber, and* the prince wm degraded on 
account of its l ees * My father also was de- 

• According to the old cods of hooor-r existing in 
Jspw. it wsa the greatest disgrace to * man to lose 
bis sword, eren though it was stolen: and eren a . 
lUimio who did so, lost his rank until it was reeorcred I 


prived of hia rank a# the unfaithful guardian 
of the sword, and after a long and anxious 
search for it, died, leaving to me the ohsriah- 
ed duty of reoovering it and our family name. 
Long ago I heard that Natsm6 Danjo had 
deetroyed a robber chief, had taken his 
sword, and had it oonferred upon him as a 
reward. I afterwards heard that he, in his 
turn, had been slain by O’Mata*’, into whose 
hands the sword hail fallen. You will now 
understand why I wished to find O’Mata*’.” 

While they were thus speaking and be¬ 
wailing their melancholy fate, Morikuty'a 
force entered the village. 

O'Matat 1 answered her husband, saying, 
" Although I have made the mistake of sup¬ 
posing you to ^e the son of Nat*m6, still I 
have no right to live any longer. Adaohi’s 
army is at hand, and it is my happiness to be 
killed by own dear husband, rather than by 
any other hands. But hear me for our boy. 
Love him and be kind to him ; and never let 
it be known that he was a robber’s ohild. 
This alone obstructed my flight to heaven." 

As ahs spoke, a man entered respectfully ; 
saying, 

“ I beg to have that child.” 

“ Why F" rejoined Sirosaburo: “ Who are 
you ? ” 

The man bowed himself and said with 
much feeling, “I » m Nat«m6 8enta, son of 
Natsmfi Danjo; and I have been seeking 
0 Mata*’ for a long time, in order to avenge 
upon her, my father’s death. Yesterday I saw 
this woman who I had not known here be¬ 
fore, and she bore so strong a resemblance to 
the portrait of O’MaUz’, that I /elt sure it 
was she; and I made all preparations to 
take her. My master, Adachi Morikuni, 
doubted my ability with my own retainers, to 
take such a heroic woman, and added his 
soldier* to mine. But having arrived, I have 
hoard her kind and righteous motives. My 
hatred therefore has departed; and on the 
contrary I am filled with admiration. I hope 
therefore you will give me that boy, t» be 
my brother; and when he grows up I will 
make him to succeed as the head of our 
family. 
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Sirosaburo and O'Matu' were deeply touch¬ 
ed ; and she replied. “ I am now satisfied of 
the welfare of our son. I am iu great pain, 
and long for death. On you, kind Sir, 
devolves the duty to decapitate me with your 
own swoid, as the murderer of your father." 

Sadly the husbaud arose, and bade his 
lovely wife a last farewell. Nat*m6 Santa 
silently and solemnly drew his sword, and 
with tearful eyes but unswerving hand, 
severed her head from her body. 


The burial was with gTeat ceremony, the 
chief mourners being Natsmo Sirosaburo and 
Xatsme Sonta. 

So Sirosaburo regained his rank, through 
having recovered the stolen sword; and 
8enta rose in favour and estate, as the faith¬ 
ful avenger of his father's blood. 

The story of O'Malax' has ever since been 
admired by all the people—for though a 
robber, she was celebrated for her righteous, 
kind and heroic actions. 


[ F IN I 8. 1 
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SKETCHES OF JAPANE8E LIFE. 


Tut POLLOwixcr are tbe first of a aerie* of 
descriptive sketches bj a young Japanese, of 
the manners, customs and ceremonies of the 
Japanese poople. They will be continoed from 
time to time in the For East ; and with a few 
necessary corrections will be given in his own 
word*. 

THEATRICAL EXHIBITION IN HONOUR 
07 THE KAMI — ITS ORIGIN AND 
NATURE. 

ctKTsnr holidays a theatrical eihibi- 
tion is given in front of the temples, to 
entertain the Kami, or Gods, the origin of 
which is as follows:— 

In the early ages, the great Goddess, called 
Tensho-daijin, descended from the heavens 
and established herself in the province or 
state of Shnga.* Becoming angry (for some 
unexplained reason) she withdrew herself 
from the public and retired to a cave called 
Iwato, whose entrance was guarded by a largo 
stone gate. Maudane affairs being thus left 
to take care of themselves, the other Kami, 
who were her servants, assembled for counsel, 
and agreed upon the necessity of drawing her 
from her seclusion. This was the formula 
observed. A singer, who was accompanied 
by every kind of musical instrument, dia- 
coursed sweet melodies, the performers leap¬ 
ing and dancing around the mouth of the 
cave, and a Goddess, attired in raiment of 
white silk, moved slowly about, waving a 
paper fixed to the end of a stick, called Hei- 
soka. Hearing this agreeable music, Tensho- 
daijin opened the gate a little way, and 
peeped through to see what was occurring. 
Taking advantage of the opportunity, a brave 
Kami, named Togakushi, exerting his utmost 
strength, seised tbe gate, wrenched it from 
its hinges, and threw it high into the air. 
Away it went, whisxing for over four hundred 
miles, finally resting on the centre of a high 
mountain, nailed Tsukuba-san, which can be 
seen from the capital of this country, Tokci 
or Yedo. 

• lliuga. ~~ 


[ The narrator of this legend says, ** My 
father has been over this mountain, and 
I have conversed with him as to its situation 
and surroundings. I trust it may be tome 
day my fortune to visit it. There are so 
many pleaeaut things to see on the way that 
I advise those travelling thither to do so on 
foot, as its many beauties tempt the traveller 
to bait every minute."] 

The stone, or gate, which was thrown 
by Togakushi still exists, resting on a 
pinnacle of the mountain, in such a posi¬ 
tion as momentarily to threaten the des¬ 
truction of the beholder. It measures in 
length about twenty feet, and in breadth 
about fifteen. 

Having described the origin of the festi- 
val, lot us procood to a description of the 
Kagura, tbe celebration as now observed. 
As it was first used as a remonstrance 
to the Kami ( or Gods ) it is sometimes 
called the Kami-Iaami, and from its founda¬ 
tion it waa adopted as a religious observance 
or festival. The Kagura is usually practiced 
on an edifice erected in front of a temple, and 
is oelebrated with all kinds of musical instru¬ 
ments—drums, flutes or whistles, bells, and 
blocks of sonorous wood and bamboo. Dancers 
arrayed in beautiful garments, and wearing 
masks, leap and gambol about to the sound of 
the music. In the first and middle acts of 
the exhibition, a woman who is called Miko 
(or witch) appears, dressed in loose red 
trowaors, slowly moving her body to and fro, 
whilst sounding a sort of bell which she 
carries in her hand. In the last act small 
cakes made of rioo beaten in a mortar are 
scattered amongst the spectators, who are 
clamorous in their endeavours to get hold of 
them, believing that those who eat them will 
never suffer from that greatest of all the 
minor ills that flesh is heir to, toothache. 
Tbe celebration of the Kagura is one of the 
most interesting of the many religious fes¬ 
tivals of Uur country. 
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JAPANESE FIREMEN. 

T HE Empibi of Japan (Nippon) contain* 
three capitals, Yedo or Tokei, Kioto, 
and Osaka; of these the first named is the 
most extensive and populous, containing over 
two millions of inhabitants.* This flourish¬ 
ing citj is situated on a vast plain called 
Musashino, and when the government was 
first established there, two hundred and fifty 
years ago, by the ancestor of Tokugawa, 
it was almost uninhabited. Since then it has 
undergone many improvements, and has 
rapidly advanced in population and wealth. 
The city, however, was but poorly built of 
bamboo and mud and inflammable materials, 
the roofs of the honses being composed of 
thatch and rushes. As a matter of course, 
fires were of frequent occurence, both day 
and night, as many as nine in one night 
being not infrequent. 

In order to combat the fiery demon, a 
brigade was organised, selected from the 
lower class of citizens, and divided into twelve 
companies, each distinguished by a letter of 
the alphabet. In course of time these com¬ 
panies became very numerous, and, thirty 
years ago, they counted not lees than five 
thousand men. When not employed in their 
duties as firemen, they occupied their time in 
building, in levelling the ground for the erec¬ 
tion of houses, but frequently in the by no 
means honourable pursuit of gambling. When 
the alarm-bell was sounded they were on the 
alert and assembled at a known rendezvous. 
Their dresses consisted of a long quilted coat 
or mantle, over which was worn a shorter 
coat of the same kind: their hats were made 
of a cotton cloth, also quilted. On the alarm 
of fire being given, they assembled in a body, 
armed with long poles, to be nsed as fire- 
books in the demolition of burning buildings. 
A procession being formed they advanced in 
the direction of the fire (singiug loudly) in 
the following order. First, an officer bearing 
an ensign made of paper, then a ladder, 
twenty-four or thirty feet long. Then came 
a band of firemen, singing their londcst strains 
in vnrious voices, each of them carrying the fire- 
hook. Lastly came men bearing tlio pump. 
• Now lew than l.tXK^OOo! 


When the burning place waa reached, the 
man bearing the ensign or banner, which was 
heavy and tenacious, though constructed of 
paper, mounted tho roof of the building near¬ 
est the one a-fiame—and in the direction to¬ 
ward which the wind was blowing—and en¬ 
deavoured to protect the roof from the flying 
sparks. Here he would remain at kis post 
until the flames caught the building on which 
he stood, and, the fire spreading rapidly from 
the inflammable nature of its construction, it 
frequently happened that be would have no 
time to make use of the ladders provided, 
and must either jump from the roof or perish 
in the flames. They were a brave set of men 
and never shrank from the flames, many pay¬ 
ing tho penalty of their devotion to duty with 
their lives. Their widows, whilst mourning 
their untimely end, submitted themselves to 
the decrees of fate, looking upon the event 
as they would upon an ordinary death. After 
the fire had been subdued the firemen march¬ 
ed back to their quarters, singing even 
more loudly than before. As a rule, they 
were, and are, a courageous body, and at the 
oommand of a superior, would undertake any 
work, however seemingly desperate. 

A ?ISIT TO A JAPANESE RATING 
HOUSE. 

T HERE are many varieties of the Japanese 
eating bouse. The following descrip¬ 
tion of a visit to one of the more excellent 
may prove interesting:— 

On entering the house, we were received 
by a young woman, who came to welcome 
and guide us. We were shewn into an 
elegant room, and a box or tray oontaining 
fire and smoking apparatus was brought for 
our use, with a couple of chauferttles filled with 
hot charcoal that we might warm our hands. 
Tea was next brought, and handed to os in a 
deferential manner, by our hand-maiden, who 
also added a sort of pie, very palatable. 
Wine, made in the country, and called taki, 
was pnt before us, contained in porcelain 
bottles, and accompanied by drinking cups of 
the same material; the whole being placed on 
an elegant tray or shallow bowl, also of porce- 
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lain. The dining table*, being aet in front 
of na, were speedily covered with variona 
diahea of food, composed of nearly every kind 
of vegetable and fiah the market afforded. 
The Baddhiat religion forbida the shedding 
of blood, and nntil the advent of the for¬ 
eigner flesh meat was unknown: and even 
now the conaumption of it amongst the 
native* is the exception. This prejudice ia, 
however, diminishing, and the butchers’ shop* 
are no inconspicuous feature in the streets of 
the cities opened to foreigners. For the 
despatch of our food, a pair of chop-aticks, 
covered with while paper, were handed us with 
the food provided. The manipulation of these 
is to a foreigner a matter of difficulty ; with 
dishes containing flesh their uao is of course 
out of the question, and our native* have con¬ 
sequently accommodated themselves to the al¬ 
tered state of things and introduced the use 


of knives and fork*. After we had done 
justice to the take, and the eating had begun 
to flag, - another table containing rice and a 
sort of soup was laid before us. M Enough ia 
as good as a feast,” as foreigner* aay, so 
wb rose to go, when wu were confronted 
by a woman of the house, who came out 
with a small box containing the frag¬ 
ments of the feast, which she presented 
for our acceptance. This seems to be but 
a form, as the guest as a rule » either 
ashamed to accept the food or doe* not think 
it worth the trouble of taking. On departing 
we were escorted to the door by the landlord, 
who wished ns ‘good-bye,’ with many expres¬ 
sions of reaped. The better class of eating 
houses are constructed with some pretensions 
to style, and decorated with deaigua of a 
humorous description. 
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CHINESE TALES. 


It ts our hop© that we shall in future he 
enabled to add translation* of Chinese tales to 
those of Japan in this oar journal; a lady, 
long resident in China, having kindly pro¬ 
mised to anpply na as regularly aa possible, 
with some translated by heijwlf. The follow¬ 
ing is one of a number of “ Stories with a 
moral" which abound among the Chinese. 

THE “XAU-LKANa.” 

(The “ Kau-leang " is a kind of millet pecu¬ 
liar to the northern provinces of China, where 
it grows to a prodigious height. It is ground 
into floor and made into a cake called “ Hno- 
ahian ” (lit. " fire-baked"). ' Men go about 
the streets, selling them for a few cash each. 
This millet or “ Kau-leang" is chiefly used 
for the mahofactnre of wine or “ Lam-'tsln ” 
(lit. “strong wine,” or “spirit”). Its stalk 
answers more than half the long train of 
purposes to whioh the bamboo is applied in 
the south. It is in short ae useful to the 
poor aa the grain itself. The pith of the stalk 
is eaten like sugar cane when green.) 

NCE cpo* a time long, long ago there 
lived an old man who planted one car 
of Kau-leang (lit. “tall grain”). After the 
laps© of a few weeks it was seen to grow; 
which pleased the old man exceedingly, and 
his great delight was to go day by day and 
see how it was progressing. «Tho rapidity with 
which this stately ear of corn seemed to grow, 
served to impress the old man with the idea 
that something supernatural was connected 
with it. One morning, however, us he re¬ 
sorted to the wonted spot to feast his eyes mn 
his mnch beloved “ Kau-leang ” he found that 
the auspicious ear of corn was taken away 
(he thought) by some unmannerly neighbour. 
He wept, sobbed, and sometimes wailed, whilst 
he gatedat the decapitated gigantic stalk of 
the object of his adoration. Suddenly there 
lighted before him a monstrous bird—which 
he called an eagle. The bird addressed him 
thus,—“Cease your weeping my friend: it 
was I who ate your much lamented * Kau- 
)<*ng,' and should it cost me my life I am 


resolved to make such amends as is within 
my reach for causing you so much sorrow.” 
“Go,” continued the eagle, “to your home 
and make a bag five laches long and five 
broad, and at early dawn to-morrow I shall 
come and conduct you to a place where there 
are mines of gold and silver." Touched by 
this humane (?) speech from the mysterious 
bird, the man went home and did as he was 
directed. Early next morning the faithful 
bird, true to his promise, made his appear¬ 
ance. He asked the old man to sit on his 
(the bird’s) hack so that he might carry 
him across the seas and mountains to the 
abode of the sun. No sooner said than 
done; and away they went skimming through 
the air with a velocity that would bid de¬ 
fiance to that of any of the fledged tribe. 

The noble bird buoyant with the prospect 
of returning the old man a thousand-fold for 
the loss which he sustained, Ac., sped its way 
all the swifter through the clouds and mists 
and the receding night. The man dassled with 
the prospect, and bocoming a “ tsai-chu-rh " 
(rich man) feared no evil. So much for his 
faith in his chivalrous leader who proved 
throughout faithful and true! Having at 
length reached their destination, the Eagle, 
on alighting, respectfully charged the old mad 
to make haste and fill his bag with the goly 
which abounded around him; for if then 
remained there till'the king of the day, 
(sna or “ Teh-ton" — lit. the day'* head) 
should rise, he would smite them, and imme¬ 
diate death would be the result. Obedient to 
this command the old man went to work, and 
had just done filling his bag, when the Eagle 
who had absented himself for a little time, re¬ 
turned. The man having seated himself on his 
benefactor’s hack, they sped their way homo- 
ward through the axure sky. The sun was 
now beginning to ascend from his retirement. 
Tbo Aeronauts however were beyond his reach. 
The Eagle, anxious to see his charge safe at 
home, and at the samo time unwilling to make 
a display of his act of bcnevolenoe—a trait 
which always marks the truly good and kind 
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—felt desirous of reaching their destination 
unobserved by man. All of a sudden the 
king of birds poised as if to reconnoitre the 
region below, ere it alighted. And having done 
so, the exultant man prostrated himself before 
the unearthly looking biped, meanwhile lavish¬ 
ing on him all the honours generally ascribed 
to tho Gods The Eagle, however, vanish¬ 
ed like a dream of night. This only 
served to prove to the superstitions celes¬ 
tial that a genii—or one of hie ancestors 
had come in the figure of a bird to reward 
him in his old age as he merited at their 
hands for his strict adherence to the injunc¬ 
tions of filial piety, and his other good deeds. 
No donbt he was led to think too, that the 
god of the soil (or material world) saw his 
devotedness to the unique “ Kau-leang " and 
that it was only meet and right he should be 
thus remunerat' d. Anxious to see his money 
safely invested, he, (aooording to Chinese cus¬ 
tom), began to effect this, by boilding houses 
and availing himself of every comfort and 
luxury that would add to hie importance as a 
“ tsai-chu-rh." His curious neighbours and 
friends could not conceive bow he managed 
to make each a display all at onoc. “ Did we 
not," whispered some, ” see him a few days 
since as poor as the dogs of tho village; with¬ 
out as much as two large cash to strike 
against each other.* Surely this cannot be 
the same man!” “ Without doubt,” con¬ 

tinued they, " a genii has come to him to 
reward him for his virtuous deeds! (‘ Ning- 
shian-rh ’)”. “ If not that, what is there to ac¬ 
count for it?” responded a second (mystified) 
party. “ Sbian yin shian pau, wuh yin wuh 
pau (good has its reward and so has evil)" 
quoted a third. To which all responded “you 
arc quite right (sh-tion-rh pah-tad), your de- 
finitiou is correct, Ac., Ac.” 

The news luving reached his (the rich 
man's) younger brother, who lived at a dis¬ 
tance, lie, anxious to come in for his share of 
tho booty resolved to pay hiB Kd-ko (elder 

• “ Striking two cash against each other " 
is a common phrase in Chino, and corresponds 
with oar idea or phrase, M He is as poor as a 
church mouse.” 


brother) a visit. Brother-like he made free 
in asking qaestions about his “ Fuh ” (happi¬ 
ness), i.s. prosperity, success, Ac. The elder 
brother related tbe story, u was right he 
should. The shrewd but avaricious brother 
went tbe following spring and sowed a grain 
of “ Kau-leang” in the same lucky spot where 
that of the elder brother bad grown. When 
the " Kau-leang ” grew np and put forth ita 
ear he visited it daily jost as his brother had 
done. One morning be found that the stalk 
of “ Kau-leang" was minus the car. No doubt 
this pleased him, though he feigned to be, like 
his brother, very sorrowful, for he kept weep¬ 
ing and wailing until, according to his wishes, 
the eagle appeared. The bird having ad¬ 
dressed him as he did the brother, he further 
asked him to go home and make a bag four 
inches long and four brood, saying that at 
early dawn he would take him to tbe abode of 
be sun, Ac. The covetous brother hastened 
home and instead of making a bag four inches 
long and four broad, he made one four feet 
square. The bird having arrived at the ap¬ 
pointed hour next morning, they both took 
their departure to tho gold regions. The 
eagle, as soon as they had arrived, strictly 
chai ^cu the man to make haste, ns it would 
imperil their lives to remain there a single 
minute after the Champion of the Heavens 
came out of his chamber. The bird took its 
flight to a distant place ns on tbe former visit, 
leaving the man to carry out the instructions 
given him. When the eagle returned the 
man was still at work, and so for from his 
acting promptly on his benefactor’s advice, 
he coolly told him that be would not leave 
until his then half empty bag was full. 

To thiB rash remark the dignified bird 
made no reply, for he know that he for one 
would suffer the consequences. As for himself, 
if he laid down his life for the sake of virtue, 
he would only receive the reward dne thereto, 
by assuming in the next life a more honorable 
body t han that of an eagle; in which he would 
be sent to perform similar rrrnnds of mercy 
to tbe virtuous in this life. The ‘ Day's head * 
arose and smote tho man, tliat he died. The 
eagle, cfi'jle-liLr. on seeing that tins man was 
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indeed dead, went and preyed npon him. 
Whilst thus engaged the snn smote him too, 
and he died. 

Explanatory note* cm moral .—The man, be¬ 
cause of his av&ricionBness, lost his life. The 
bird or genii, it is supposed came to the 
younger brother to make an example of him 
first by showing how far an nndne lore for 
riche* may lead one. Here we Bee that he 
(the younger brother) went so far as to 
tempt the genii or gods who are supposed to 
know men’s thoughts, and who have it in 
their power to reward men according to their 
deeds. If “ahian” (virtuous) they will re¬ 
ceive the reward of the virtuous; if evil 
(" wuh") they will receive the reward of 
such. Here was an opportunity given to 
the younger brothor to escape with his 


life but he having ho virtu* despised tin- 
warning j henoc the reward of the covetous (or 
evil) fell npon him. The genii or eagle, to 
teach the above lesson, sacrificed his own life, 
and no doubt the next stage of glorification 
attained by him, as a reward, would be to 
assume the body of a hero or heroine. The 
rapidity of transition from bird to man, is to 
bo accounted for, and measured by the meri¬ 
torious and heroic deed of laying down his life 
for the sake of leaving a lesson of wisdom 
sculptured on the annals and memories of 
those still in their first stage of transmigra¬ 
tion. For instance, one of the notions enter¬ 
tained by the Chinese is, that if a woman lives 
a virtuous life she will become a man in the 
next life; the woman who docs not live vir¬ 
tuously, will assume the body of a horse, 
donkey or dog. 
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THIS ILLUSTRATIONS. 

—- -- 


TOKUOAWA TOMBS AT OOTENO. 

NE of the moit beautiful, moat intereat¬ 
ing, and from its associations with the 
great Tokugawa family moat sacred spots in 
Tokei, is that of Ooyeno. In formor numbers 
of our journal, we have slightly described it, 
and shewn by a few photographs, its present 
deserted and desolate condition ; but there 
was a day, and that too, well within the 
memory of »ery many of the present foreign 
residents in Japan, when it was a spot, held 
as sacred in this oountry as Westminister 
Abbey is in Eugland. Its Miya was the moat 
powerful churchman in the realm, in days 
when churchmen bad power; and it was this 
great Ooyeno no Miya, who in 1868, though 
a near relative of the Mikado, remained loyal 
to the cause of the shogunate after the 8ho- 
gun himself deserted it It was he who, 
after the departure of the dopoeed Shogun 
Toshihisa, was eo activo an opposer of the 
revolution, that the Imperial soldiers dn 
entering Yedo, found it necasa&ry to attack 
his monastery. It was he around whom all 
the shogitai—the valiant Tokugawa volun¬ 
teers—rallied ; under whose ordeis they 
fought; and who, when oompelled to fly, 
was protected by them to. the monastery at 
Nikko, the spot where repose the ashes of 
Iyeyasu—Oongen-sama—the great founder 
of the dynasty. It was he who was spoken 
of as the Mikado of the North, when for a 
time, the northern army, fighting in the cause 
of the Tokugawa family, judged improper to 
aver their repudiation of the true Mikado, 
under whose banner all the changes were 
being made. The Miya of 1868 is dead; and 
as to Ooyeno itself, its park, its noble trees 
and pleasant position remain, but where are 
the magnifloent temples, which were among 
the choicest of the nation's treasures ? Thoro 
is literally nothing of Ooyeno, to be pre¬ 
sented now, but its tombs; and of these the 


picture in this number gives a fair idee. It 
was, like Shiba, a burial place of the 
Shoguns, and thousands upon thousands of 
Tokugawa adherents have their last resting 
place there. 'We never saw it in ita palmy 
days; our first visit having been made, a few 
weeks after the battle in which all that was 
indebted to art for its beauty was utterly 
swept away; and we have felt far less on 
visiting sacred spots at home in which per¬ 
sonal associations centred, than we did in 
seeing some Kwangun soldiers " smiling on 
the ruin they had made." 


GAMBLING. 

E will not say that in Japan gambling 
is carried to the extent that it is in 
China ; for the government is very watchful 
to prevent gambling houses eo Car as it is 
possible to do so. But the Japanese people 
aa a rule—more particularly the lower olaasee, 
are extremely fond of "gaunes of chanoe." It 
is rarely that one can paas through the streeta 
without seeing gambling going on both in 
houses and among the very oooliea on the 
'highways. At night foreigners find it not 
merely difficulty but a matter of impossibility 
to keep the servants from this pursuit; and 
in a vast proportion of instances, the servants 
of a household, ore at it ev ery spare minute 
after sitting up to such hours in the morning 
as to render them unfit for their duties ; and 
moat of thoee who do play, lose everything 
they possees, earl/ in the month after re¬ 
ceiving their p *y, and hare to pawn their 
cloths*, Ac., to pay their gambling debts. 
The game that is being played by thoee de¬ 
picted in the photograph is called “ Hana- 
aw&sti ” (flower-joining). Il is played with 
48 cards which are divided into 12 parts of 4, 
each four having the same flower drawn upon 
thorn. The game though simple, is not easy 
to describe. 
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THE PERIOD. 

Mqsthlt Notes from Local Paiters. 


Im Jure list aeveral Japanese soldier*, be¬ 
longing to the 3rd grand division, were taken 
np for making a row with the police. Their 
sentence has only now, five months after 
their offence, been passed. Two of them 
were sentenced to 50 stripes, and confinement 
to their own hoosea for 42 days; two to 50 
stripe* and expnlsion from the array ; fonr to 
bard-laboor for one year; and six to hard- 
labour for shorter periods. 

It asms that the officer sent by tbe Educa¬ 
tional Department to Europe and America to 
order home all students who had not reached 
a certain grade, has been completely out- 
generalled by the students. Over a hundred 
had been notified that they must return, but 
tbe young students whose wits and tongues 
must have been sharpened by grinding them on 
foreigners, succeeding in convincing the officor 
of tbe Educational Department, that tbe in¬ 
terests of the great Empire of Japan, and espe¬ 
cially of the Morobusho and of the Okuraaho 
required their atay abroad. At any rate, in¬ 
stead of coming home like a shepherd lending 
his sheep, he came back solitary and alone, 
having enjoyed a " globe-trotting” picnic at the 
expense of the country. Buch a proof of the 
eloquence and ability in arguing is doubtless 
gratifying to the friends of the students, but is 
not highly relished at the Mombnaho. 8o long 
as the students are abroad, they must bo sup¬ 
ported, and perhaps it will require the great 
magnet of a direct order from the Daijoknnn 
to attract these rebellious particles of the Japa¬ 
nese nation away from the places to which 
they cling with such tenacity. 

Wt wonder whose fault it will be if the 
Japanese language fails to improve under all 
the attempts to tinker it, to play the surgeon 
with it, to amputate, to transfuse, to plaster, 
to clip, to trepan. Mr. Mori led off by suggest¬ 
ing its burial. Mr. Ed kins proposed to give it 
cork legs and to oil up its old joints so as to 
make it walk. The author of the “ Exercises 
in the Yokohama Dialect" seems to insinuate 
that it can be boned like a turkey, and be all 
the better for being shrivelled np. And now 
the native newspapers have taken it in hand, 
and aro endeavouring to infuse new life into it 
by using slang in rather large quantities, by 
purging out all Chinese expressions which they 
consider effete, and by very frequent lecturing 
of the people for their errors of speech. Scarco- 


ly a week passes but some common mistake is 
pointed out, aud what the editor believes to be 
pure Japanese is given instead. We should 
not be in the least surprised if aome of the 
natives should purchase the jolly little wicked 
anonymous pamphlet elucidating the “Yokohama 
dialect,” and study it iu real earnest. Never¬ 
theless, we hope the language will improve. 
Some good must como of all those disinterested 
efforts. 

Tint orrat efficiency of the police of Tokei 
is often a matter of remark and congratulation 
not only among the natives, but also among 
foreigner*. They are almost to a mao, neat in 
their persona and uniform, and are vigilant and 
attentive to their duties; and if not quite as 
gentle as one would desire, they make up for 
lack of that virtue by discipline and esprit du 
cor pi. A few days ago at the funeral of tho 
Mikado's offspring they marched in a consider¬ 
able body at tho heud of the procession, and 
their neat and officer-like appearance, and the 
good time and regular step kept, caused several 
foreigners to make s favourable comparison be¬ 
tween them and the police of foreign countrios. 
Undoubtedly much of the improved discipline 
and esprit are due to the exertions of the Chiji, 
Mr. Okubo, but the men themselves not un¬ 
fairly deserve some praise. A few days ago, 
a policeman who had been drunk confessed his 
crime and mode satisfaction and public apology 
for his delinquency. Instead of covering up 
his crime he confessed it, and thus saved tho 
credit of his corps. We trust this stato of effi¬ 
ciency will continue until tho entire body of 
Tokei police will be fully equal in discipline, 
vigilance, courage and politeness to those of the 
capitsls of Europe, and thus sot an example to 
the police in every city of tho empire which 
may be imitated, and thus a healthy emulation 
be produced for the good of the nation. 

Twr ErrpRRBa continues to manifest a lively 
appreciation of the benefit* of education, and 
has given a decided proof of her interest in the 
government schools by visiting the Kai Hoi 
Gskko, and the Jo Gskko or Young Ladies’ 
School, both of which are within a short dis¬ 
tance of eath, other On Saturday mor.iing at 
9 o'clock, the Empress snd four ladies of the 
court, two female servants, and five gentlemen 
of tho Department of the Imperial Household, 
arrived in carriage* at the Kai Sei Unkko Her 
Majesty, after resting a short rime, walked 
through the corridors of tho three wings of Ihe 
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building, Ming the class room*, the library, 
•t*, and (pent about an hour in eeeing expert- 
menu in phyeics and chemietry performed by 
the students. and hearing a congratulatory ad- 
dreee in English by Dr. Murray, and in 
Eogliah and Japanese by one of the - etudenU. 
The foreign ladies and children of the gentle¬ 
men connected with the Kai Sei Oakko were 
present, by invitation, and with a few officer* 
of the Mombueho and Kunaiaho, constituted, 
together with the Empress and her ladies, the 
audience. After the exercises in the Poly¬ 
technic School were over, the party were driven 
to the Young Ladies' School, and there spent 
Ubout an hour. The Japanese girls read, 
and several of the young ladies recited, piece* 
of poetry or made address e e in English and 
Japanese. The Empress bestowed on twelve of 
them awards of merit which were written by 
officers of the Kunaisho, and entitled each re¬ 
ceiver to receive a handsome book as a gift. 
At one o’clock the psrty, escorted by e few 
lancers, returned to the palace. 


Ox SanranaT night last, a foreigner residing 
at To be, ehot a large Japanese dog which had 
anooyed him by prowling around the house st 
night; and (he Japanese living in the neigh¬ 
bourhood expressed the liveliest satisfaction on 
boholding tbs carcase on the following morning, 
pronouncing it to be that of the dog which had 
recently attacked and severely bitten two 
children, with the apparent intention of devour¬ 
ing them, as reported in this journal a short 
tii^e ago. It is a subject for congratulation 
that each a scourge has at last met a well- 
merited fate. 


J* th* village of Fhihe-y%ma. OwaVd Ken, 
8l»ig4, the wife of e farmer, gave birth toa child, 
which Fuji the mother of Shigd was anxious 
should be taken to the priests in the 
temple to be presented to the Kami. Bbigd 
seems to bsve taken great umbrage at her 
mother j for the made no reply to her, when 
she told her to make the proper preparations, 
but went out of the bouse with the child on 
her back. Presently she saw some neighbours 
running towards the river bank, and one came 
and told her that Sbige had jumped into the 
river with the infent. She rushed to the river's 
bank—the To«hiri-Kawa—end impelled by her 
maternal instincts went into the water to try 
and save her daughter—but she was unable to 
reach her ; aud all throe were drowned. 

It appears that Shigd was always a quick 
tempered girl, but since the birth of her child 
she had repeatedly been so light headed that 
some called her mad. 


It WOULD be interesting to have a correct 
list of all the deaths that occur among the Japa¬ 
nese in one ypgr, the manner of death, and the 
cense. It wdsld surely upset our ordinary no¬ 
tions about the happiness and oonteotedoess of 
the people, during their long isolation. We 
have, for instance, the subjoined from Kaye, 
one of the provinces of Okilaka Ken, as the List 
of deaths in that one provisos during the first 
seven months of the year : 

Committed suicide by the sword 4 

.hanging 8 

•» i am P- 1 6 

ing into the river. J 


— 18 


Killed by^a robber. 1 

Starved, or sudden illness on road IS 

Burnt.. .. 4 

Drowned by inundation .. .. 4 


— >4 


Total.4J 

Those 18 suicides .in a small district within 
seven months, and in these davs when the old 
code of honour is obsolete, speaks volumes. 


Two oasis of gross ignoranoe on the part of 
native doctors art recorded in a Tokei newspaper. 

In one esse the wifs of a particular friend of 
the editor of the Nichi NtcM SMmbun was 
eeiled with illness. A Japanese doctor was 
called in, who ordered certain medicine, but the 
woman resolutely refused to take it, and when 
they tried to force her to take it, ehe dosed her 
lips firmlv. and would none o’k 

As she was in much pain, the doctor resolved 
to try ecupuncture, but she writhed her body so 
violently that the point of the silver needle broke 
in her abdomen. The doctor then tried a gold 
needle, but the husband was anxious about the 
other one and asked whether it would injure her. 
The doctor replied " No; gold and silver are 
valuable medicines. It will melt in the body 
and cause her no ineonvenience. If it bad been 
an inn needle it would have been very injurious, 
as it would never have melted, and iron is a 
most deadly poison." 

. Ths editor says 1u Alas I the majority of our 
doctors are as ignorant as this one. Everybody 
ought to know that no metallic substance could 
be melted by the beat of the human body; and 
as to iron, so far from being a deadly poison, it 
is one of the ingredients of the blood, and often 
given when the blood is Impoverished." 

The otber case is that of a woman, the wife of a 
tradesman at the back of Quanon-sama, Aaakuts. 
She was seized with fever, end a native doctor be¬ 
ing called in, could do nothing! A friend from 
Yokohama told them it was no use attempting to 
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re It on the old nostrums of the native doctor*, 
mid said be would tend a foreign doctor. Ac¬ 
cordingly on bia return to Yokohama, be aaw 
l>r. Simmons, who at once aent one of hie pupils 
to see the woman, and prescribe for her. The 
young doctor ordered a bottle of liquid medicine 
and three powders, with directions how to use 
them. He had h.rdly left, when the original 
native doctor entered and seeing the foreign 
medic ne he said—" Oh these foreign medicines 
are all too strong " and he quietly proceeded to 
mis the bottle of medicine with one 1 g6 ’ of 
pure water. As to the powders, on looking at 
them, be pretended to know all about them, but 
sail it was absurd to suppose such a small 
uantily as each of these papers contained cou'd 
o any good, and putting them all in one, he 
gave the whole to tb* patient at once. The 
consequence was—almost immediate relief—the 
woman died. 

The editor aays:—** Is it not sad (hst our 
doctors still continue so ill informed P” 

The roLLOWiNO is a copy of the letter ad¬ 
dressed to the people of Shi mane Ken by Sakayd 
the Gon-aanji. He writes 

*• Nakayama. the Japanese Consul in Italy, 
haa informed Okurasho (finance department), 
thst a large company lias been established at 
Milan in Italy, for the cultivation of Silkworms 
eggs. Henceforth the Italians intend to pro¬ 
duce the cards themselves instead of importing 
them from Japan, as those now inported have so 
deteriorated in quality, and the number of eggs 
hatched haa become annually lessened. These 
results have arisen solely from the greed and 
thirst for rapid profit of our producers; who to 
make a present gain disreg rd the future. So, 
now, all you producers ought lo be particularly 
careful in the pursuit of making cards, so as not 
lo bring ruin on, or dima*e the character of, 
our most valuable production. 

Oss or the smaller Yedo papers has been 
crying out of late against the accumulation of 
street vendors of sham articles—such as orna¬ 
ments for women’s hair, &c„ in Tokei. Silver 
and coral are so skilfully imitated that the 
unwary are often taken in. " Such cruel mor- 
•• chant, being here and there, the countryman 
" or greedy man is said, for the most part, to 
“ be quite cheated by them.” 

A clevis dog, described by the native re¬ 
porter a as "a nnn of magnificent appearance," 
haa just managed to relieve a Tedo shopkeeper 
of four dollars. He called at the shop, bought 
some goods, but said they must send their shop¬ 
men with them to his bouse, and give him four 
rios, as he had ouly a note to pay with, which 


would require that amount to be handed t» 
change. On arrival at the house, the buyer 
said in an offhand way, “ Oh, give me the 
four rioe, and take the cloth upstair*, and they 
will give you the ten rio aataz. Unsuspiciously 
the ltd ascended to the first floor, but found no 
one there who knew anything about the buyer, 
the cloth or the money, lie saw at once ihat 
he had been taken io, and flew down stairs, but 
of course the " magnificent" fellow had made 
himself acarce. These petty thefts by such 
ruses are now becoming so common that every 
one is warned lo be on bia guard. 

Tauoawa Ritoeo, a tamourai of Yamsguchi 
Ken, studied at the Hope College, Michigan, 
U. 8., for six years—1867 lo 1878. Having 
returned he was examined at tbe Kaisei Gakko, 
with Ihe following result:— 

Questions. Correct answers. 

English Grammar 0 6 

Latin H 10 3 

Arithmetic and Al-1 # 2 

gebra J 

Composition 75 marks—100 being standsrd. 
His English conversation is hardly equal to that 
of the best scholar* on tbe 1st class in tbe col¬ 
lege ; and hi* knowledge of Latin rather better 
than that of the 2nd clast in the Scientific School. 

Wi have already published the list of punish¬ 
ment* awatded to tne rebels of Fukuoka Ken. 
Tbe rewards for the service seem singularly dis¬ 
proportionate to them, After due consideration 
Okurasho (Finance department) has ordered 
1971 rios to be divided as follows - 

10 persons each .. .. 10 .. 100 

10 “ M .... 5 .. 60 

19 “ “ .. .. 2* .. 47* 

Rios 197* 

In addition to these one man is to be specially 
rewarded with SO rios, for his preventing the 
Kencho being destroyed, when attacked. We 
suppose this is tbe last we shall hear of that out¬ 
break. 

The Aiehi Shimbun, tells of a lisle old fellow of 
Aichi Ken, who it 83 years of age. His name 
is Jiuxayemon and his village is Nagakute. His 
son in 62, his grandson 47 and his great, great 
grandson 28. We wonder there is not at least 
one more generation. The old boy has lately 
taken it into hit head, that in age as in youth, it 
it not good for man lo live alone, ami he haa 
become desperately enamoured of an interesting 
widow of OS. His unduliful child, grand, and 
great grand-child raised objections to the match, 
so the jolly old buffer made preparations to com- 
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mit suicide, according to the manner of the Japan- 
tw when crossed in lore, ami it was only at 
the Inst moment, when the hard hearted descen¬ 
dants saw his earnestness, and that his intention 
was just fixed to become “a demmed moist 
unpleasant bolv " that they relented. So the tray 
and festive old fellow has taken home his 8<3’ 
alma ituimorata, and they live in a house apart 
from the junior generations. 

Am nr PICUL enquiry has been ordered by 
Oknmn, minister of Pinance, into the number of 
cattle whith have dies! from disease in every 
district this year; as such mortality has never 
been known before. 

TitB Hira-k-ana Shintbun tells some amnsing 
stories respecting mistakes arising from the al¬ 
teration in the calendar. This year, the calendar 
was published with the old one side by side, so 
that fanners might not be puzzled as to their 
seasons, and that all might remember the days 
of their forefather's deaths, ic. 

Many of tho old Japincae festivals though 
nominally abolished were in renlity observed, 
hut in some places they were celebrated accord¬ 
ing to the new and in others according to tho 
old calendar. But the best atory is of a pair 
who were to he married, end a lucky day having 
been selected, the bride and her parents went to 
her future husband's house, and lo, and behold, 
it was shut np and all the family were asleep. 
No preparations had been m«dc, and everything 
wore the everyday aspect. Explanations were re¬ 
quired and given. The lady had gone by the 
new almanac; the young gentleman hail 
looked up the old and so imagined he hod n 
little more than a month's liberty, before he lied 
himself up for life. However, it would not have 
done to send the bride away. The necessary 
appliances were soon provided, and the marrioge 
was celebrated. 

It is well known that the celebrated Wor¬ 
cestershire Banco produced for its original pro¬ 
prietors over £ 30,000 sterling per annum. Wo 
sec by one of tho Tokci newspapers, that ono 
Sugiura, residing at Ichigaya, Tokci, has dis¬ 
covered an improved method of making Soy; 
his manufacture being superior • as to flavour 
and its keeping qualities also more roliablo than 
the old toy. He, however, does not attempt 
to keep his method secret, nor to heap up his 
thousands upon thousands by ita possession. 
On tho contrary ho publishes its ingredients 
and offers to tench any applicant how to mix 
•hem. The three ingredients arc Miso (made 
from peas and suit), salt and sugar. 


Two vex in Osaka, named Kiraurn Tatsu- 
jiro and Yamamoto Seinosuko having mndo 
weighing scales on tho European model, but 
marked according to tho Jspaoese standards, 
tho government permits them to bo sold and 
used on and after tho lot December next. 

In Toyooxa Kkx 126 oattlo died from dis¬ 
ease last month. The sickness among the cat. 
tie is now decreasing fast. 

Titxir nun zoo s Yokohama merchant 
named Tozoda, entrusted a favorite set vsnt who 
had been with him ten years, with $30 to tako 
to a relative. The servant did not return in 
the evening, and Tozoda thought some ill must 
have befallen htm, especially as it turned out 
that the relative did not receive the money. 
No suspicion of tho servant's dishonesty *u 
felt, but it was supposed that he had been kill¬ 
ed and robbed. Lately while Tozoda awl his 
family were engaged in some religions cere¬ 
mony, there came a knock at the door. It 
proved to bo the servant come back. He was 
full of shame at seeing his old employer, but 
the first thing ho did was to take (30 from his 
pocket book and lay them at his master's feet. 
He then admitted that having been sent with 
tho money, ho was tempted to take U to pur¬ 
chase a piooo of ground, expecting to be able to 
make suMciont out of the prodoco of tho land 
to repay it speedily. As it turned out that he 
was not able to do so, ho hod now resold tho 
laiMi and brought his master ths price of it. 
The master on receiving tho monoy, offered to 
take the man back into his service, but he 
refusal the offer, saying he was unworthy to 
be treated with such favour, and hnd made up 
his mind to go to his own province: and this 
resolution he has since carried out. 

At a native feast, some days ago, in Mishimo. 
about persons were present and partook of 
Manju, a kind of cake made of wheat, often 
used at Buddhists festivals. Every ono of them 
was seized with violout griping, and some with 
excessive vomiting and purging, which lasted 
some time. 

On enquiry it was found to have arisen from 
tho nsc of verdigris to paint and beautify the 
manju, and muko it ns attractive to the eye as 
to the taste. 

A woau* named Mitso, tho wifo of a 
fiah seller name l Matewnya Hanaka, lately at¬ 
tempted saicide, and at the same time the 
destruction of her little daughter, two years 
old, by jumping with the child into the river 
near the temple of ?eishoko, Riyogokn baxhi. 
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There was a shopkeeper named Kadsaya 
Yeieo, of Fukngawa, passing, who bravely 
threw off hit clothes and dashed into the 
water to save them, bat as the tide was ran* 
fling strong, he was in greater danger than ho 
expected. Two policemen came up at tho 
moment, and throwing to them the end of 
his loin cloth and holdiug the other end, with 
their assistance he succeeded in bringing both 
the woman and child to land. They were 
Ukeu insensible to the nearest police station, 
whfere, after patient exertion, they were re¬ 
stored to consciousness. No reason has been 
given cither by the woman or her husband, 
(who acems to be a good steady man,) for the 
deed, except that she had been suffering 
slightly from illness. The man whs glad to 
take them home, and the police delirered them 
to him, and there wo sup|iose the matter ends. 


It ought not to be a matter of indilfmnoo 
to foreigners to hear what tho Japanese are 
doing in the way of educating the ]<cople. For 
tho last eighteen months, we hare been telling 
again and again of the energy dHsrsj in 
every direction throughout the country to 
establish schools, and wherever practicable on 
a foreign system of cdocation 

From Matsusaka in Watarni Ken, the 
locnl official* have notified the Finance De¬ 
partment of tho liberality of several of the 
|>coplo, and the department has ordered them 
to be rewarded accordingly. “ A toill know* 
large nurchonl,” Mitsui IJutsarojcmon, whose 
principal shop is in the Abura K*»ji Nij > 
machi, Saikio, presented 500 riyos for school 
IHirpoaos. The Mikado rewards him with a 
silver cop. Ida Ippci, a merchant in the 
town Matsosakagave 25 rioa. 11c receives os 
a reward from the Emperor a wooden cup. 
lnouye Zcmpei, a merchant in the village of 
Shino TaVino mnra, contributed 50 riyos, and 
he also receives a wooden cup. There arc 
other liberal donora mentioned but to them as 
yet no imperial acknowledgment is announced. 

Otan Scizayemon, a merchant of Matsuoaks, 
has offered to give for scholastic purposes 
SO rios a year for ten years. Hnsognwa Jiro- 
l>ci, also of the same place, offers Jo rios a year 
for the Ii <o period ; and Takeno-uchi Kano- 
aake give* 15 rioe a year. Whatever may he 
said of the rewards, the liberality is worthy of 
all imitation. 

l.v the village of Kokura-mura, Kai ;ro- 
riuce, Nagayama Nichiji, a priest of lurn- 
Itonji, a temple belonging to the Guddhist sect 
of llokke or Xichiren, lias 1,200 tsnbore of 
land, the yield of which is appropriated to the 


expenses of reciting sembn (1,000 volumes) 
on the day sacred to Nichiren, the founder of 
the sect The sect has three thousand volumes 
called Dai Many* which are supposed to con¬ 
tain the doctrines of the sect; and on this day 
the priest* and devotees from all the temples 
belonging to the sect assemble at one of the 
temples, and perform this ceremony of reciting 
one thousand of the volumes. Nichiji, the 
present chief, taking it into his head, that 
the revenne of the above named field might 
be better applied than it has hitherto been, 
determined that as it was for the good of 
tho people, the circarostauoea of the present 
day called for their education before everything 
else; he therefore offered it to the Kencho, 
as the endowment of a school in Kokura vil¬ 
lage. Wo suppose it will be soceptcd. At alt 
events these little incidents we are constantly 
relating of the priests, show that their hearts 
are in the right place. 


Five Mixes arc reported ** having been 
discovered in K-*chi Ken. Three were for¬ 
merly worked, but never with any degree of 
science, and consequently they were not found 
preamble. Now they are to be worked In a 
pro) io r manner, and strong hope* are enter¬ 
tained of success. Besides these are coal 
mines. It is said that the natives did not 
know the use of coal until quite recently; but 
now they ure very anxious to utilize their 
mines, and to work them undor the best 
Enro|ican superintendence they can obtain. 

Good square highway robbery is not one 
of tho tilings we ten have to reoord in Japan, 
hut an instance has now come to onr know¬ 
ledge. Takejiro, a green-grocer bolonging to 
Jlainamatsu-cho, Stubs, went to Okekawa 
Shuku in the province of Mosashi, on busi¬ 
ness. As be was returning and was some¬ 
where between the Yonezawa and Sendai 
yaahikis, at about 10 P.M., three ruffians, 
dressed in foreign clothes, rushed upon him, 
nnd one of them drawing his sword demanded 
his money or Iub life; declaring that he would 
kill him if he cried out, or delayed iu giving 
up his clothes and everything lie nad about 
hnn. The poor fellow, greatly alarmed, quick¬ 
ly gave them all, and ran away naked to the 
priuci|>al police station of the second division ; 
out of course there isn't the slightest clue as 
to tho identity of the robljcrs. The money lie 
had upon hi it only amounted to some 4 rios; 
so the rebbr-rs didn't ukc much by their 
riohn.'C. It reminds one of the highlanders 
of tin. T» drawing their claymores on the in¬ 
nocent citizens of Edinburgh and demanding 
— ' a penny 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




1-4-0 


THE FAR EAST. 




Udaiji* Touchi Iwakoiu signed a notifica¬ 
tion on the 10th iuatiuit, that a now dopsrt- 
moot of government, railed Xai-mu-sho (Nai 
domestic, mu affair, sho dopartment) or Homo 
Office, has boon established. The appointments 
to tho office, and the nature of its business, are 
hereafter to be published in the Niuhin SMtv- 
j it ki . 

Thr Oitnusuo (Finance department) bos 
issued a proclamation to all the dwellers on the 
coasts of Japan, that os the tribute from Loo- 
cboo—formerly belonging to Batsuma— will be 
soot in cargoes of Sugar to Osaka, in case of 
any damage happening to the tribute ships on 
the coast, great kindness must be shown to the 
seamen. 

Nrarlt two thousands of merchants from 
all the provinces have been interested in Silk¬ 
worm eggs sent to Yokohams this yesr. A 
Tokei newspaper atstrs that the beat eggs have 
been from Shimamura, Muaaahi, and theso have 
sold at the highest price ; the French and Ita¬ 
lian buyers being eager to bay them. The 
Shinano eggs, formerly besring a good reputa¬ 
tion have this year been below tneir average 
quality—the lower qualities being entirely re¬ 
fused by foreign buyers. The producers gene¬ 
rally say that the looses have bson heavy ; tho 
price having fallen ao low in ronsequonro of 
the scarcity of buyers. Greater attention is 
recommended to the quality of the production, 
otherwise this groat source of wealth will 
suffer. 


dwellings havo been built in foreign stylo : and 
the streets are much superior to those of 
Hskodudi. 

In a word, tho wild proirio has been con¬ 
verted into s prosperous city. 

Five mines have been discovered in the 
Eastern district of Yexo :— 

1st in the district of Minoohi, Prov. Ncrauro. 


2nd 


Shiramuka, 

,, Toshiro. 

3rd 

f 

Tokstsu, 

„ Tokatau. 

4th 

fff 

Urskswo, 

„ Hitaka. 

6th 

f» 

Bhidzuoks, 

•» M 


Thr spirit of enterprise is taking hold of tho 
native Press. One of the Tokei newspapers 
gave some time bock an acrouot of the harvest 
prospects in Mutsu and Dows, os having come 
from '• Our special correspondent.’’ The pic¬ 
ture given by the writer was a moat glowing 
one. Indeed he stated that such crops hod not 
been seen in these provinces for eighty years. 

Another •' sporisl correspondent ,r however 
differs widely from the drat; and takes him 
roundly to task for giving a too favourable de¬ 
scription. Ho says “ The crops throughout the 
provinces are not so splendid as the former 
writer represented them—though in some 
they are really good—in proportion perhaps of 
10 to 8. Many parts of Miyski ken were in¬ 
undated and damaged b) the violent storm on 
tho 23fd September: so thai in such places, 
the crops have been literally washed away. 
The same thing occurred iu Mitaz’awa Ken, 
adjoining that of Miyaki. Accordingly the 
pneo of tho new rico is very high. 


Tns Cnt.it of Tokei Fu has notified that ho 
has received a circular from the Naval Depart¬ 
ment ordering that boats keep at a distance 
from ships saluting. 

A retort received from Yeso says: The con¬ 
struction of the new rood from Hskododi to 
the port of Satsporo, the head quarters of the 
Kaitakushi in Hokkaido—a distance of 71 ri, 
has been finished. It has been carefully graded, 
hills being cut through and vallies filled up, ao 
as to make s good level road the whole way. 
There are seven post stations established on it, 
and a mail coach will eommenro running almost 
immediately. The telegraph is also in course 
of erection. 

The principal ’oho’ or board office of tho 
department has been built. It is a three 
storied house, the first fioor of which is •* en¬ 
tirely occupied by otic splendid room, said to be 
very magnificent, in imitation of European 
buildings." 

Ik-sidct this many public office* and private 


Til a Japixise naval steamer Chit nbu-l 'miih 
has left for the purpose of surveying the coasts 
of “Hokkaido—formerly Ye»o.” Takoahimu 
and Yamakuchi have been specially appointed 
by tho Emperor to accompany tho expedition, 
to superintend the sunrey. 


A VAI.0 4RI.R discovery has been made by a 
man named Bhigchira Szdzuki, of No. -1 Shin- 
koku-cho, Tokei. 

There is a coarse weed, a kind of bulrush 
called by tho common people “ gamanasz " and 
by tho native doctors “ mandaraso,” which has 
hitherto been regarded as nearly useless, but 
from the seeds of which Szdsuki has obtained 
good oil. A ycur ago ho was staying with a 
friend of his who is a farmer in Chikubu 
Ken. As ho walked in the garden, he saw the 
gumanasz, and was struck with the appearonre 
of the awed, which looked very like rapescod. 
Gathering at much of it ss he could, he pressed 
it by way of experiment, and succeeded in 
getting a small quantity of oil, which appeared 
to him to be quite equal to rupesccd-oil. 
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Encouragwl by this trial ho planted a large 
quantity of the soed in his garden, and it grew 
luxuriantly yielding quite a large crop. From 
the need he haa obtained a full quantity of 
“ beet oil" which buma oa well aa rnpesood-oil, 

Th« Ifiehi-nieJii Shimbun says:—"Of late 
the newa in Tokei haa been very meagre. The 
only thing ia that theee officials in the govern¬ 
ment service throughout the country who 
belong to the Kagoshima Ken have retired and 
rtctioitl permiuion to return home The bulk 
of them were military. Sinco the change of 
ministry, MX) soldiers of Kagoshima and 200 of 
Tuea have left for their country." 

Tub iaroi and wealthy Japanese Petroleum 
Oil Company, whose head quarters ore in Tokei 
have received their lost shipment of machinery 
from the United States, making in all $43,000 
worth of the latest and finest improved Portable 
Mining engines, Boring tools, Distilling and Re¬ 
fining machinery. 

Steam boring machinery has been sent to 
several provinces—Binshiu, Inshin, Ac. All is 
under the superintendence of Colonel Dunn, 
who is now ongaged in locating the wells, and 
putting up tho machinery to commence the 
boring. 

From Inshiu Colonel Dunn lately returned 
having in September put up machinery. At 
forty-one feet the drill suddenly sunk several 
inches, and when taken out the Oil rose within 
a few feet of the surface, and a quantity 
amounting to several barrels of Oil has boon 
yielded every day since. Boring ia to be con¬ 
tinued until below the third sandstone rack, 
when a large yield is expected. We shall be 
very pleased to hear of the realisation of tho 
Company's hopes; and that their enterprise 
gives them s very profitable return. 


A ronuRn a mo now a shop-keeper, named 
Matsu, well known in Yokohama, has just lost 
a little child in a very painful way. Ho was 
drinking with some friends, and -his wife had 
left tho house to bny something thst was 
wanted, while the child, little more than s year 
old, was crawling about tho mats. The Hiba- 
tshi had a kettle of boiling tea upon it. The 
child, it should seem, had seen its parents blow 
into the spout sometimes when there was any 
obstruction, and not knowing what they were 
doing or their reasons, took it into bis little 
head to imitate them. Taking the spout in his 
mouth, ho must have drawn some of tho boiling 
liquid into his mouth and swallowed it; for he 
diod instantly—without uttering a cry. 


Be* mass appears to be sometimes transacted 
in a very uubusineaa-like way in the Japanese 
Government Departments. On hoard tho Ariel, 
wreckod the other day. w«a about HOO.tHK) 
worth of Mining Machinery belonging to tho 
Government, which may be regarded as a total 
low. Ordinary prudence would have suggested 
its insurance, but when it was mentioned to 
tho Japanese officer who had the shipping of 
the freight, as tho proper thing to do. he 
scorned the idea, and the consequence is that 
the $100,000 may bo suid to bo thrown into 
the sea. There were also on bourd 5,000 gold 
yen, 3,000 dollars, and 5,000 yen in sots, and 
a small quantity of other cargo. The vessel is 
said to lio in aix fathoms of water, and to be 
not very far from shore. It may bo mentioned 
that had not the vessel been delayed by the in¬ 
terminable delay of the Japanese officers to 
effect the shipment of the machinery in ques¬ 
tion, the vessel might not have been lost, as 
■he would have passed the place where she was 
wrecked st daylight, instead of night. The 
want of punctuality then was primarily tho 
cause of tho loss .—Japan Herald. 


Tub rcxmuL of the infant princess took 
place at 11 o'clock yesterday morning, the 
19th instant. The interment war, as before, 
at the Imperial cemetery, Tushima Oka, Koishi- 

kaws. 

Tho usual ceremonies were observed; and 
tho officials expressed their condolence in the 
ordinary formal manner at the Chamberlain's 
office. 


Thb lx FA XT princess, whose funeral obse¬ 
quies on the 19th were on s gorgeous scale, haa 
reecivod tho posthumous title of Waka Taka 
Yon Mime no Mikoto. 


Sixtt -Blent officials of Ashigsrs Ken, have 
subscribed 594 rioe towards rebuilding the 
palace of the Mikado. 


A public benefactor named Innba Raycmoti 
perceiving that the harbour of Yokkaichi iu 
Mii Ken (lose), was too shallow to allow of 
vessels of any sixe trading there, but thut with 
s little money judiciously Inid out it might bo 
made available as a good and safe harbour, has 
recently expended 50,000 rioa in tho work. It 
was the natural port of the trade of Owari, 
Miuo, Orai and laso ; but tho cargoes had to bo 
taken a long distnneo over tho shallows in bouts. 
Inubu therefore petitioned government, and 
received permission to make the improvements 
ho thought necessary. He commenced it the 
beginning of Murvh, at once employing a large 
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number of ooolieo, and keeping well at their 
labour. He deepened a passage 1,080 feet 
long by 120 feet wide to a depth of 28 feet, and 
built a atone wall on both aide*. With the 
earth taken from the bottom, he filled in a 
•pace cf over 14,000 tanboa— nearly 12 acre*— 
•o probably hie enterpriae, whilst greatly bene¬ 
fiting the locality, will not be without a pro¬ 
fitable return. 

It la forbidden for Japanese to trade in am¬ 
munition except by permission of government. 
A. Tokei merchant named Szukai Shimbei pur. 
chased of another merchant 161,500 perenaaion 
capefor 180yen. and aold them again for 213 yen. 
On the goods being delivered to the last buyer, 
aome of them exploded, and so the police got 
hold of the transaction. On its being reported, 
all the dealers were tried for the offence of in¬ 
fringing the government prohibition, when Srn- 
kai Shimbei waa sentenced to pay a fine of 550, 
and all the deals were anuulled from the be¬ 
ginning—each buyer receiving back tho money 
paid him by hia seller; and auch of the caps as 
were left, going beck to the original seller. 

Ob thx 10th November, Ud&ijin Iwakure 
Tommomi notified that on and after the 1st 
December, stamped postage note paper and 
envelopes will be issued throughout tho empire. 

Ob tub 31st October, one of the K&itakushi's 
shine, called the Kogomiru, saved the crew of 
a Japanes; junk belonging to Iwaaaki Ken, 
which waa wrecked in the Namikuraoki Sea. 
Details have not reached os. The junk was 
laden with sweet potatoes. 

A Burro named Hikojiro, belonging to Ka- 
gama lhtcho, a native of Kofu-machi, Koahu, 
who has been for some time staying at the 
hotel known as Koahuya in the Honcho-dori, 
haring sold all hia silkworm eggs and received 
the money for them amounting to 4,000 yen. 
pocked it in his trunk and started with it on 
the 9th of this month for hia own province. 
On the way ho fell in with a fair spoken fellow 
who gave hia name as Yoshidaya Kihei of Ho- 
mura, Yokohama. Hikojiro found him so 
pleasant a companion, that he had no auspicious 
of him whatover. In the course of their jour¬ 
ney they arrived at an inn at Gunnai, Koahu, 
and occupied the same room. About midnight 
Hikojiro awoke from sleep, and looking round 
the room found there was no one in it, and 
at the same time missed hia trunk, which 
had been at his aide when he went to 
sleep. Becoming alarmed he called up the 
1 >-opic of tho house, and made enquiries re- 
'jKv'ing his trunk—but none of th:m knew 


anything about it Ho wrote to his master 
in Koehiu, to the proprietor of Koshnya hotel, 
Y ok oh urn a; and it was at onoe reported both to 
the Keticho of Koshu and of Kanazawa. A 
ritspied search waa made, and the thief was fo'ind 
•pending money like a prinoe among a bevy of 
girls at Takashima cho (the new Yoehiwara dis¬ 
trict, by the railway). Htq name is Ogiya Kei- 
auke, and he bolongs to Yokohama, On the 
20th instant he was committed to prison ; but 
wo have not heard whether any of the money 
has boon recovered. 


Ib Kcmioit* Cho, two hundred and ninety 
of the inhabitants have subscribed 7,000 yen 
to build a suitable Kencho and school house. 

A rAKxn of Shidzuoka Ken was taken very 
ill, and both he and his friends believed his 
malady was kilnmt-UtJci —(fox illness). His 
brother had a book which professed to treat 
solely of this illness and its cure; and obtaining 
the medicine it recommended, the sick man 
took it, and died in a few minntes in intenae 
agony. Tho brother and the seller of the 
medicine were both taken in charge, but as 
they intended no harm, hot on the contrary the 
cure of the sufferer, it is not supposed they will 
be punished. The book is ordered to be de¬ 
stroyed, and its publication to be stopped. Tie 
a pity they cannot suppress the superstition 
respecting the fox, os easily. 

A roues officer In Yedo has been degraded 
from tho rauk of samourai, for receiving a small 
bribe from a man whoeo friend was imprisoned, 
under the pretence that he could get the 
prisoner liberated. The sum paid was two 
boo* $ and the man who paid it declares that 
the officer told him he was a high officer of 
police with rios 200 a month, when in fact he 
turnod out to be only an inferior officer. The 
ordinary punishment for such a crime is 70 days 
imprisonment with hard labour ; but the court 
taking into consideration that he was in the po¬ 
lice, and that tho special duties of police officers 
call for the most guarded and upright conduct, 
this punishment is considered insufficient, and 
he is to loee his hereditary rank. It would be 
a good thing if the same strictures were shewn 
in the other departments. 

Thb Niehi Nichi Shimbun is responsible 
for the following, which seems something 
“ very like a whale.” Miyaki Kencho haa re¬ 
ceived information that a very large whale 
was caught off Sendai a few days ego, and in 
its belly was found a box, containing two 
inner lioxe* in which were 10,000 rio kin- 
aatszu ; and the address of the owner was on 
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each of the boxes. Sorely the sea-god most 
bare ' a down’ on the government, thoa to 
restore so heavy a earn of paper money for 
which it might reasonably hare been suppos¬ 
ed no farther claim would ever be made. Or 
it may hare been that the owner had been 
sacrificing to the god of good-fortune, and ao 
had his piety rewarded. In eoch a case as 
this who is entitled to salvage? We suppose 
the fishermen—as though the whale seems to 
hare been the actual salvor, they may claim as 
hia execution)ors and representatives. 

A. lATira contemporary says that in the 
provinoes of Omi, lead, Mino and Owari, heavy 
losses were made by the dealers in tea, in the 
spring} bnt now they are making np for 
tnem ; as the prodneers who have been trying 
to hold on for the same rates, have at last 
been obliged to yield, and the dealers have 
been able to boy at such prioea as will reoover 
tha former loaa. 

A Co if pott of ex-officials in Tun ruga Ken 
havo started the enterprise of making silk- 
thread by machinery driven by water power. 
They entertain high hopes of success, and have 
invested s heavy capital in it. Though un&blo 
to jndge as to how far their prospects arc war¬ 
ranted, we hopo success awaits thorn. 

Tna school of Ion gringos, formerly attached 
to the Gaimusho, comprising classes in Russian, 
German, Chinese^ English and French, has boon 
removed to, and joined with, tbo School of 
Foreign Languages which is in tho placo of ths 
old Kaiscijo; so that in this school, since the 
beginning of this month, five languagee—Eng¬ 
lish, French, German, Russian ond Chinese— 
arc taught. If the lost news from Enrope be 
true, Japan will have sore need of skilled inter¬ 
preters who can speak Japanese and Russian. 

Ts* hobbit mania has not yet ceased. The 
native newspapers still give regular quotations 
from tho “bunny” market, and tell of tho 
profits and losses of tho dealers. Tho nstivo 
newspapers of last week recount the failure of 
ono of tho largest rabbit ‘'firms,” and tho 
closing of thoir “ house ” in consequence. Tho 
Chinamen, however, who act os importers of 
the animals, never seem to lose anything and 
are always ready for orders, with o quiet laugh 
in their wadded sleeves. 

O* tub 20th inst., Viscount San Jnnnvio, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni¬ 
potentiary of Portntml to Jnonn, was pre¬ 
sented to ilia Majesty the Tcimo, by the 


Japanese Minister for Foreign Affsire. His 
Excellency being the first Portuguese Repre¬ 
sentative that has ever been presented here. 
The following address wss delivered by the 
Visoount:— 

'• Mat it please Your Imperial Majesty, 

My August Sovereign, His Most Faithfal 
Majesty the King of Portugal, desiring most 
earnestly that the good relations ao happily 
existing between his Kingdom and the Japa¬ 
nese Empire shonld continue and improve un¬ 
interruptedly, and being in an eqnal degree 
inspired with high consideration and regard 
for yonr Imperial Majesty, has boon pleased to 
honour me with His trnat to transmit to Yonr 
Msjesty the expressions of his sentiments of 
amity and esteem. 

In the accomplishment of this honourable 
dnty, I respectfully give into Yonr Msjesty's 
hands the letters credential, with which my 
Angnst Sovereign was pleased to entrust me 
for remittance to Yonr Imperial Majesty. 

It is indeed, to me, a motive for deep satis¬ 
faction that I have been appointed to stand 
in Yonr Imperial Majesty’s presence, os tho 
representative of the Western Power that 
first camp to the seas of these remote regions. 

If tho Japanese Empire has oordially ex¬ 
tended its relations with the European powers, 
may it be allowed for me to recall the gratify¬ 
ing rememhranoe that this intercourse was 
first initiated hy tho Porlngnese. Their 
example was followed, Enrope stepped forth, 
and nation after nation has come to tie the 
fraternal like between the East and ths West. 
As for me, I deem myself fortunate for having 
had tho occasion of finding in this great 
Empire tho grand oonsnmmation of social 
progress owing to tho wise impulse given to 
fruitful elements, and in admiring the univer¬ 
sality of its active commerce, I make vows for 
tho nerennial continuance of those benefits 
that are derived from a wise direction, applied 
to a people teeming in vitality and energy. 

In presenting the homage of my respects to 
our Imperial Majesty, I will consider most 
appy if my devotion and my earnest dc*iro to 
lease soch a high and exalted Sovereign, may 
ring on me Yonr Imperial Majesty's benevo¬ 
lent attention." 

His Excellency then presented his letter of 
credence. 

Tho letter came in a neat silver box snr- 
mounfod by the Roynl arms of Portngal. 
When tho Minister delivered the letter to His 
Majesty, tho Secretary of Legation, Mr. Mcs- 
nier. handed the box to one of tho Jnpancso 
Ministers. 


L_ 
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His Majeety replied m onder : — 

“ His Most Faithful Majesty the King of 
Portugal, your August Sovereign. desirous of 
augmenting the friendly relations now existing 
between onr respect.'re countries, has chosen 
and named you His Enroy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, by the letter of cre¬ 
dence which we hare just reoeired. 

It is well known that the people of Portugal 
were the first, amongst Foreigners, who came 
and took up their residence in this country, 
and while we caltirete friendly relatione with 
the entire world, how can we forget the an¬ 
cient rel iti >ns which we had with yourselrea ? 

We pro6t by this occasion to express our 
•incere rows for the prosperity of Hie Majesty, 
and Uie happincee of his people, and our desire 
that the friendship between Portugal and 
Japan, may be an ever increasing one." 

The Minister afterwards presented separately 
to His Majesty, the gentlemen of bis staff: — 
Mr. P. 0- Mesnier. Secretary of l/Cgation; 
Mr. A. C. Morses da Carvalho, Attache ; and 
Mr. E. Lonreiro, Consul for Portugal. (Mr. 
Lnureiio has since been promoted to the rank 
of Consul General in Ja|«n.) 

In the evening. the Japanese Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, entertained tie member! of 
the P< rtuguese Legation at dinner. 

His Excellency the Portuguese Minister and 
staff hare been slaying at Huma-goten as 
guests of Jie Japanese Government.; the 
palace having been placed at his disposal on 
liia arrival here.— Japan //-raid. 

A viaa, which was fortunately quickly got 
under, was caused a few days ago by a photo¬ 
grapher in Tokci, mixing collodion with the 
iodi/cr too near the flume of a candle which 
was held by his servant. The ether caught 
and the collodion cxplodod, and set fire to 
their drcMcs and the mats. Doth master and 
man were severely burnt: but they succeeded 
in pulling out the fire before it communicated 
further then the floor of the room. 

I h inAKi Krx officials report the pleasure 
they derived from the visit of Mr. MarLood, 
who pnseed through alone on horacbick, ou 
hi* way to Yokohama, after the wreck of the 
Arifl, on board of which he had b:on a pas¬ 
senger. Ho called at a school called Gaikoku 
(iukko, and gave the teacher several valuable 
hints respecting school teaching, which it SiClUB 
arc not likely to be thrown away. 

Here is another proof how little occasion 
there is to prevent foreigner* freely visiting the 
interior. Iburati Ken is the oid Mito H ail, 
o|ways *U|ierlatively inimical to foreigners : yet 


now they have a school with the title of 
Foreign School,’ 1 and make an official report 
of tho gladness with which they received an 
intelligent, well-conducted foreigner. 


Wbat do our North German friends eay to 
the following statement, which appeared iu 
yesterday's issue of the Yokohama native paper, 
tho Mainichi Shimbun 1 

“ A noble lady of Prussia arrived a few days 
ago at Nagasaki. Her object was to find out 
her lover, who wss one of the Japanese scholars 
educated in Germany. She was however unable 
to find him, and so applied to the Ken cho, and 
in the meantime remains at one of thc-hotols. 
The name of her lover is Miura, and he belongs 
to Hiuga province.” 

Nothing is casior than to ascertain whether 
there ever was such a student eeut to Prussia; 
and it can as easily be ascertained what has 
since become of him. But how about the 
fwbU lady ? 


List of Fa and Ken, Cities and Shires. 


Ix ox vino the Japanese newt as it comos from 
all parte of the couutry, we frequently have 
to monliou the Kcu just os in Kuglaud we 
should the shires. For the reformation of our 
readera, we give the nam.-s of the Ken and Fu 
—the latter beiog the three cities which hate 
separate municipal governments of their own. 

Tub tuhss FU a»«:— 

Tokci, Kioto, Osaka. 

The KEN ask:— 

Kunagdwa, Hi ago, Nag • ki, Niigata. Suki- 
tawn, Kumagayd. Ashigara, Chiba, Niibari, 
lb iraki. Tochigi. Kara, Sakai, Miye, Wataraye, 
Aiohi, Ham&inoteu, Shidzuoka, Ynmauashi, Shigu 
Gifu, Tsukuraa, Nagano, Miyuki, Fukushims, 
I warn aye, Waksmatz, Mizusawa, Iwatv, Awo- 
mori, Yarnagata, Okitama, Sakata, Akita, 
Tsuruga, Ishikawa, Nngawa, Aikawa, Toyo-oki, 
Tottori, Shimane, Ha mods, Katsnahita, Hojo, 
Okayama, Oda, Hiroshima, Yamaguchi, Waka¬ 
yama, Kochi, Fukuoka, Ogurm, Owake, Saga, 
Shirakawa, Miyazaki, Kagoshima, Aihi, Mivo, 
Natow. 

Three Fu and sixty Kcu. — 


l’rmted and pahliohrd far tit prv/inrtar* hy 
JAJIKs It. AXGLIN. at the “Jarax GAzana’ 1 
1', Ofirr. S3, Maim .Street, Yokohama, 

Japan. 
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